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January  lO,  2005 


Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 


American  Numismatic 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc 


Prices  Realized 


This  1797  16  Stars  half  dime, 
LM-2,  graded  MS-66  (NGC) 
realized  $115, 000 


Total  Prices  Realized:  Over  S9  million 
January  10, 2005 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 


This  beautiful  1858  quarter  eagle 
rarity  graded  Proof  66  Cameo  (NGC) 
well  exceeded  expectations  at  $82,800 


The  famous  1866  No  Motto  dollar, 
one  of  two  known  to  exist,  generated  applause 
when  it  realized  $1,207,500 


The  Pittman  1804  13  Stars  dime,  JR- 1, 
graded  AU-53  (PCGS)  soared  past 
expectations  to  $97,750 


This  spectacular  1793  Chain 
AMERICA  cent,  S-2,  graded  MS-65  BN 
(PCGS)  sold  for  $431,250 
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1 

5,865.00 

54 

143.75 

134 

1,610.00 

194 

4,427.50 

245 

1,265.00 

294 

517.50 

360 

3,910.00 

408 

598.00 

2 

5,060.00 

55 

1,725.00 

137 

3,220.00 

195 

805.00 

246 

2,070.00 

295 

2,012.50 

361 

6,670.00 

410 

805.00 

3 

5,290.00 

56 

1,725.00 

138 

977.50 

196 

632.50 

247 

1,092.50 

296 

2,012.50 

362 

1,840.00 

411 

862.50 

4 

3,910.00 

57 

747.50 

139 

4,140.00 

197 

460.00 

248 

1,207.50 

297 

1,610.00 

363 

1,380.00 

412 

5,750.00 

5 

5,290.00 

59 

632.50 

146 

862.50 

198 

1,380.00 

249 

690.00 

298 

5,750.00 

364 

4,140.00 

413 

506.00 

6 

4,600.00 

60 

17,250.00 

147 

2,990.00 

199 

862.50 

250 

1,150.00 

299 

4,600.00 

365 

1,840.00 

414 

2,990.00 

8 

3,220.00 

61 

575.00 

148 

575.00 

200 

1,092.50 

251 

1,092.50 

301 

1,897.50 

366 

1,725.00 

415 

862.50 

9 

1,610.00 

62 

1,610.00 

149 

1,150.00 

201 

3,220.00 

252 

1,092.50 

303 

4,140.00 

367 

2,070.00 

417 

7,820.00 

10 

3,680.00 

63 

575.00 

150 

207.00 

202 

747.50 

253 

1,092.50 

304 

5.290.00 

368 

3,680.00 

418 

24,150.00 

11 

805.00 

64 

7,475.00 

152 

3,450.00 

203 

8,33.75 

254 

2,300.00 

305 

575.00 

369 

5,520.00 

420 

2,530.00 

12 

862.50 

68 

20,125.00 

156 

891.25 

204 

920.00 

255 

4,887.50 

307 

1,840.00 

370 

3,220.00 

421 

6,440.00 

14 

4,140.00 

69 

431,250.00 

157 

2,530.00 

205 

2,760.00 

256 

2,070.00 

308 

805.00 

371 

7,475.00 

422 

2,300.00 

15 

661.25 

73 

920.00 

158 

1,380.00 

206 

862.50 

257 

1,265.00 

309 

1,725.00 

372 

2,875.00 

423 

1,265.00 

16 

2,357.50 

74 

14,950.00 

159 

920.00 

207 

1,265.00 

258 

2,070.00 

314 

27,600.00 

373 

75,900.00 

424 

3,105.00 

18 

1,725.00 

75 

1,265.00 

160 

747.50 

209 

690.00 

259 

4,370.00 

315 

36,800.00 

374 

3,910.00 

425 

12,650.00 

19 

1,840.00 

78 

3,220.00 

163 

1,380.00 

210 

1,437.50 

260 

747.50 

317 

1,840.00 

375 

71,300.00 

426 

5,520.00 

20 

2,760.00 

80 

977.50 

164 

925.75 

211 

805.00 

261 

2,645.00 

318 

18,400.00 

376 

805.00 

427 

43,700.00 

21 

2,760.00 

81 

632.50 

165 

977.50 

212 

1,092.50 

262 

977.50 

320 

36,800.00 

377 

6,440.00 

4.30 

21,8-50.00 

22 

690.00 

82 

1,092.50 

166 

747.50 

213 

977.50 

265 

747.50 

322 

115,000.00 

378 

87,400.00 

433 

8,62.5.(X) 

23 

345.00 

83 

920.00 

167 

805,00 

214 

805.00 

266 

2,760.00 

323 

6,670.00 

.380 

7,245.00 

435 

3,220.(K) 

25 

230.00 

85 

862.50 

168 

1,092.50 

216 

862.50 

267 

747.50 

324 

10,637.50 

381 

4,370.00 

436 

920.(K) 

27 

1,380.00 

86 

2,415.00 

169 

805.00 

217 

2,127.50 

269 

1,610.00 

328 

4,370.00 

383 

32,200.00 

437 

3,680.(K) 

28 

1,840.00 

87 

920.00 

170 

1,035.00 

218 

920.00 

270 

1,955.00 

329 

4,600.00 

.384 

8,395.00 

438 

2,415.00 

30 

2,990.00 

89 

1,035.00 

171 

1,035.00 

219 

1,955.00 

271 

2,415.00 

330 

1.840.00 

.385 

2,875.00 

439 

2,415.00 

31 

2,530.00 

92 

1,495.00 

172 

6,325.00 

220 

2,530.00 

272 

575.00 

331 

8,625.00 

386 

805.00 

440 

48..300.00 

32 

483.00 

94 

3,220.00 

174 

2,990.00 

222 

661.25 

273 

747.50 

336 

1,437.50 

387 

805.00 

441 

16,1(M).00 

33 

241.50 

95 

2,530.00 

175 

632.50 

224 

920.00 

274 

1,610.00 

3.37 

7,475.00 

.389 

41,400.00 

442 

2,645.(X) 

34 

2,185.00 

96 

1,389.20 

176 

1,495.00 

225 

2,990.00 

275 

920.00 

338 

14,950.00 

390 

4,025.00 

44.3 

95,4.50.(K) 

36 

2,990.00 

99 

3,450.00 

177 

2,530.00 

227 

3,105.00 

276 

2,530.00 

339 

46,000.00 

.391 

2,990.00 

444 

66,700.00 

37 

1,035.00 

100 

2,990.00 

178 

3,910.00 

228 

1,1.50.00 

278 

1,380.00 

340 

17,250.00 

392 

4,140.00 

445 

,5,060.(X) 

38 

39,100.00 

101 

1,092.50 

179 

920.00 

229 

5,6.35.00 

280 

2,645.00 

.341 

2,990.00 

.393 

1,380.00 

446 

1,265.(K) 

40 

747.50 

103 

747.50 

180 

833.75 

230 

690.00 

281 

1,610.00 

342 

97,750.00 

394 

2,185.00 

447 

8,970.00 

41 

5,980.00 

105 

1,265.00 

181 

690.00 

231 

805.()0 

282 

4,830.00 

343 

39,1(K).(H) 

395 

1,265.00 

448 

41,400.(M) 

42 

977.50 

111 

2,530.00 

182 

977,50 

232 

805.00 

283 

.3,565.00 

346 

1,955.00 

397 

862.50 

450 

1.725.00 

43 

2,300.00 

113 

1,. 322.50 

18.3 

1.092..50 

233 

690.00 

284 

5,750.00 

347 

1,840.00 

.398 

1.782.50 

451 

,32.200.00 

44 

747.50 

116 

1,092,50 

184 

805.00 

2.34 

3,220.00 

285 

776.25 

349 

18,400.00 

399 

805.00 

452 

14,9.50.00 

46 

920.00 

117 

2,760.00 

185 

747.50 

2.36 

60,3.75 

286 

920.00 

351 

5,750.00 

400 

2,.530.00 

455 

1.092..50 

47 

1,. 380.00 

118 

2,070.00 

186 

977.50 

237 

425..50 

287 

1,610.00 

352 

6,900.00 

401 

4,312..50  ' 

456 

1.. 322. 50 

48 

5 17.  .50 

120 

805.00 

187 

805.00 

2.38 

488.75 

288 

6,900.00 

.35.3 

4„370.00 

402 

747.50 

457 

1,0.3.5.(Hl 

49 

517.50 

121 

1,610.00 

188 

.3,220.00 

240 

1,0.35.00 

289 

2,5.30.00 

355 

1,4.37.50 

40.3 

,598.(M) 

4.58 

2.242.50 

50 

431.25 

122 

484.15 

189 

7,187..50 

241 

690.00 

290 

2,070.00 

3.56 

10,925.00 

404 

1.092.50 

4.59 

5.175,^; 

51 

1,782..50 

123 

.3,910,00 

190 

1,495.00 

242 

.3,680.00 

291 

1,840.00 

.357 

1,725.00 

405 

3.4.50.00 

4(iO 

2.18.5,iti> 

52 

1.610.00 

124 

557.75 

191 

920.00 

24,3 

1,955.00 

292 

862.50 

.3.58 

3.450.00 

406 

.345.(M) 

46.3 

15.525  lit. 

53 

1..380.(M) 

1.30 

1,725.00 

192 

1,725.00 

244 

690.00 

29.3 

4,.370.00 

.3.59 

16,100.00 

407 

2.127..50 

465 

6. '85 .00 

Box  1804  • WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894  • 866-811-1804  • 603-569-0823  • FAX:  603-569-3875 


All  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer's  fee 
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LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE 


466 

7.360.1H) 

581 

23,(XX).0O 

691 

1.552.50 

763 

805.00 

835 

6,900.00 

9(X1 

33,350.00 

965 

1,265.00 

1092 

1,063.75 

467 

8.970.00 

582 

3,220.00 

692 

2„300.IX) 

764 

816.50 

836 

4,830.1X1 

901 

9,200.00 

968 

27,600.00 

1093 

644.00 

468 

2,990.(H» 

584 

6,670.00 

693 

94,875.1X1 

766 

2,760.00 

838 

1,840.00 

902 

21.275.(X1 

971 

4,370.(X) 

1094 

1,265.(X) 

470 

4,370.(K) 

586 

4,370.(X) 

694 

1. 840.1  X) 

768 

1, 265.1X1 

839 

6,900.0(1 

903 

18,4(1(1.0(1 

972 

2,99().(X) 

1095 

661.25 

472 

4,6(K).(K) 

587 

747.50 

696 

1,840.00 

769 

2,760.1X1 

840 

17,250.0(1 

904 

16,1(X1.(X) 

974 

29,9(X).(X) 

1096 

661.25 

473 

2,185.(H) 

588 

17,825.00 

697 

1.610.110 

770 

92.111111.110 

841 

10.062.5(1 

905 

12,650.00 

976 

13,800.00 

1097 

1,150.00 

474 

25.3(K).(H) 

589 

13,8(X).00 

698 

2,070.1X1 

771 

32.200.1X1 

842 

23,(X1(1.(X1 

907 

6,900.00 

979 

3,335.00 

1098 

1,035.(X) 

475 

33,350.(X) 

590 

10,350,00 

699 

2.990.00 

772 

16,100.00 

843 

14,950.00 

908 

3.220.00 

981 

3,105.00 

1099 

632.50 

476 

1.150.(X) 

592 

1.955.00 

700 

1,035.00 

773 

1,265.1X1 

844 

7,015.00 

909 

9.89(1.00 

984 

6,670,00 

IKX) 

17,250.00 

478 

1.610.00 

593 

16,100.00 

702 

5,520.00 

774 

4.830.00 

845 

1,955.00 

91(1 

14,950.00 

985 

5,980.00 

1101 

1,265.(X) 

479 

10,637.50 

594 

6.037.50 

7113 

2,185.00 

775 

2,300.00 

846 

8,050.00 

911 

6,037.5(1 

986 

3,795.00 

1102 

1,092.50 

480 

2..3m).(H) 

595 

4,140.(K) 

705 

6,210.00 

776 

3,450.00 

847 

94,300.00 

912 

8,050.00 

988 

5,060.00 

1103 

1,495.00 

481 

1,265.00 

596 

805.00 

706 

1,495.00 

779 

2,070.00 

848 

20,700.00 

913 

6,037.50 

989 

5,060.00 

1104 

92().(X) 

482 

8.510.(H) 

597 

920.(X1 

707 

1,610.00 

781 

373.75 

849 

16,1(X1.00 

914 

8,912.50 

990 

2,990.00 

1105 

1,552.50 

486 

2.070.(M) 

598 

1,495.00 

711 

1,150.011 

782 

21,850.00 

850 

21,850.00 

915 

9,775.00 

991 

92.(X)().(X) 

1106 

506.(X) 

488 

2,300.00 

599 

82,8(X).00 

712 

805.00 

786 

4,485.00 

851 

34,500.00 

916 

9,775.00 

992 

63,250.00 

1108 

891.25 

489 

2,760.00 

6(X) 

1,150.00 

713 

483.00 

787 

603.75 

853 

862.50 

917 

13,800.00 

994 

48,300.00 

1109 

661.25 

491 

7,360.00 

601 

4,140.00 

714 

276.00 

788 

5,290.00 

855 

27,600.00 

918 

11,500.00 

995 

6,900.00 

1113 

1,11)4.00 

492 

7,130.(X) 

602 

4,600.00 

717 

2,530.00 

790 

1,092.50 

856 

5,750.00 

919 

10,350.(10 

997 

2,070.00 

1116 

4,370.00 

493 

2,070.(X) 

603 

747.50 

719 

2,185.00 

791 

1,610.00 

857 

3,910.00 

920 

10,350.00 

998 

3,565.00 

1121 

2,300.00 

494 

2,012.50 

604 

920.00 

720 

4,140.00 

794 

2,472.50 

858 

1,092.5(1 

921 

6,670.00 

1001 

33,350.00 

1122 

2,760.00 

496 

55,2(X).(X) 

605 

805.00 

722 

920.00 

795 

690.00 

859 

1,092.5(1 

922 

14,950.00 

1002 

10,925.00 

1127 

3,795.00 

497 

59,8(X).00 

606 

1,035.00 

724 

6,670.110 

796 

920.00 

861 

3,220.00 

923 

6,900.00 

1004 

920.00 

1130 

920.00 

500 

6,9(K).(X) 

607 

4,830.00 

726 

18,687.50 

797 

575.00 

862 

6,900.00 

924 

39,100.00 

1006 

805.00 

1131 

4,600.1X1 

501 

2,185.00 

608 

891.25 

727 

3,795.00 

798 

1,495.00 

863 

82,800.0(1 

925 

12,075.00 

1007 

6,210.00 

1132 

2,300.00 

502 

1,035.00 

609 

977.50 

731 

5,060.00 

799 

2,070.00 

864 

977.50 

926 

6,210.00 

1008 

50,600.00 

1133 

3,220.00 

506 

1,495.00 

610 

805.00 

732 

2,990.00 

802 

1,725.00 

865 

75,900.00 

927 

1,955.00 

101(1 

44,275.00 

1134 

3,910.00 

507 

26,450.00 

611 

977.50 

733 

575.00 

803 

1,725,00 

866 

747.50 

928 

25,300.00 

1014 

7,360.00 

1135 

92,(100.00 

509 

460.00 

612 

862.50 

734 

1,782.50 

804 

13,800.00 

867 

34,500.00 

929 

6,210.00 

1015 

4,140.00 

1136 

208.15 

510 

13,8(K).00 

613 

747.50 

736 

34,500.00 

808 

4,140.00 

868 

6,900.00 

93(1 

12,650.00 

1016 

4,255.00 

1139 

39,675.00 

511 

5,807.50 

614 

4,715.00 

737 

1,725.00 

809 

6.325.00 

871 

6,325.00 

931 

6,210.00 

1017 

8,050.00 

1140 

40,250.00 

514 

1.552.50 

615 

1,955.(X) 

738 

2,990.00 

811 

1,725.00 

873 

10,465.0(1 

932 

19,550.0(1 

1018 

2,070.00 

1141 

39,100.00 

515 

6,210.00 

616 

9,200.00 

740 

747.50 

812 

27,600.00 

874 

2,530.00 

933 

12,650.00 

1019 

3,910.00 

1142 

20,125.00 

516 

1.092.50 

617 

9,200.00 

742 

1,610.00 

813 

9,200.00 

876 

15,525.00 

934 

13,225.00 

1022 

3,220.00 

1145 

5,980.00 

518 

8,050.fK) 

619 

7,360.00 

743 

1,092.50 

815 

805.00 

877 

1,035.00 

935 

4,14(1.00 

1023 

155,250.00 

1148 

5,980.00 

520 

1.150.00 

620 

8,625.00 

744 

11,212.50 

816 

1,265.00 

878 

2,300.00 

936 

5,750.00 

1024 

1,840.00 

1149 

71,300.00 

521 

1,265.00 

621 

5.750.00 

745 

1,495.00 

817 

1,265.00 

880 

529.00 

937 

21.850.00 

1025 

1,265.00 

1150 

368.1X1 

522 

920.00 

623 

1,610.(K) 

747 

4,830.110 

818 

920.00 

883 

2,415.00 

938 

19,55(1.0(1 

1026 

575,00 

1151 

287.50 

524 

8,050.00 

624 

1,380.00 

748 

1,840.00 

820 

2,530.00 

884 

517.50 

939 

5,750.00 

1027 

2,760.(X) 

1152 

345.00 

525 

9,775.(X) 

626 

6,670.00 

749 

747.50 

821 

833.75 

885 

3,450.00 

94(1 

19,550.00 

1028 

2,99().(X) 

1153 

575.00 

527 

690.00 

627 

2,070.00 

750 

862.50 

822 

1,380.00 

888 

2,530.00 

941 

23,(100.00 

1029 

575. (X) 

1154 

460.()() 

528 

862.50 

628 

1,265.00 

751 

2,530.00 

823 

460.00 

889 

2,587.50 

942 

20.700.00 

1031 

517.50 

1155 

368.00 

529 

862.50 

629 

1,035.00 

752 

506.00 

824 

759.110 

890 

1,610.00 

943 

20,125.0(1 

1032 

43,700.00 

1156 

1,035.00 

530 

10,925.00 

631 

10,925.00 

753 

575.00 

825 

2,300.00 

891 

48.3(X).00 

944 

16,100.00 

1033 

2,760.00 

1157 

1,265.00 

531 

1,265.00 

632 

8,050.00 

754 

3,162.50 

826 

690.00 

892 

4,830.00 

946 

26,45(1.00 

1034 

5,06().()() 

1158 

454.25 

532 

1.725.(X) 

633 

2,070.00 

755 

1,207.50 

828 

1,955.00 

893 

1,610.00 

947 

34,500.00 

1035 

1,725.00 

1159 

506.00 

533 

1,035.00 

634 

1,610.00 

756 

4.370.00 

829 

13,800.110 

894 

1,437.50 

948 

24,150.00 

1036 

1,150.00 

1160 

1,610.00 

534 

3,910.(X) 

635 

2,990.00 

757 

5,980.00 

830 

1,610.00 

895 

2,185.0(1 

957 

17,825.00 

1037 

4,053.75 

1162 

2,760.(K) 

536 

4,140.00 

636 

4,600.00 

758 

276,1100.00 

831 

9,775.00 

896 

16.387.50 

958 

36,800.00 

1040 

2,530.00 

1163 

1,()35.(X) 

537 

1,265.(X) 

638 

4,140.00 

759 

2,645.00 

832 

2,530.00 

897 

5,750.00 

959 

4,600.00 

1041 

1,725.00 

1164 

3,220.00 

538 

8,280.(X) 

640 

1,725.(X) 

760 

2,645.00 

833 

4,370.00 

898 

2,760.00 

961 

747.50 

1042 

460.00 

1165 

2.127.50 

539 

2,.530.(X) 

641 

1,265.(X) 

761 

3,220.00 

834 

37,375.00 

899 

69.000.00 

964 

16,100.00 

1044 

2,242.50 

1167 

1.552.50 

540 

1,150.(X) 

642 

483.(X) 

1045 

62,10().(X) 

1168 

1,495.00 

541 

542 

11.5(X).(H) 

8,510.(X) 

643 

644 

1,725.00 

506.00 
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1046 

1047 

2.185.00 

4.600.00 

1169 

1174 

1.955.00 

3.795.00 

544 

546 

1,265.(X) 

5,2'X).(XI 

647 

648 

3,910.(X) 

977.50 

March  8-9,  2005 

1048 

1049 

1,725.00 

1,725.00 

1175 

1178 

6,9(X).(X) 

18.400.00 

547 

548 

4,6(X).(X) 

920.(X) 

649 

650 

805.(X) 

805.(X) 

Baltimore, 

Maryland 

1050 

1051 

1,380.00 

690.00 

1180 

1183 

105,800.00 

28.750.1X1 

549 

550 

977.50 

1.380.(X) 

651 

652 

3.33.50 

805.00 

April  18- 

-19,2005 

1052 

1054 

1,265.00 

632.50 

1184 

1187 

2.760.00 

27,6()0.(X) 

551 

555 

1.265.(X) 

3.220.(X) 

656 

657 

3I,050.(X) 

4,.370.(X) 

New  York  City 

1057 

1058 

24,840.00 

14,662.50 

1188 

1189 

19,550.(10 

31,050.00 

556 

3.220.IX) 

658 

98.9(X).(X) 

T. 

1059 

2,070.00 

1190 

25.300.00 

557 

6,440.(X) 

660 

112,700.(M) 

June  AJ-AO,  zuuo 

1060 

2,070.00 

1192 

4,830.00 

559 

560 

1,.380.(X) 

32,2(X).(X) 

662 

663 

1.437.50 

1,150.(X) 

Chicago 

, Illinois 

1061 

1062 

977.50 

1,265.00 

1193 

1194 

1,897.50 

2.415.(X) 

561 

2,070.(X) 

665 

5,290.(X) 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  Mi(L4merica  Coin  Exposition 

1063 

1,495.00 

1195 

1,523.75 

563 

6,842..50 

666 

1.265.(X) 

1064 

6,440.00 

1196 

1,.380.(X) 

564 

4.140.IK) 

669 

11,212.50 

Tulv  24-25.  2005 

1065 

6,325.00 

1197 

1,150.1X1 

565 

l,84(MX) 

672 

4.830.(K) 

j 

' 

1066 

862.50 

1198 

1,955.(X) 

568 

7.5'Xl.(X) 

673 

2.530.(X) 

San  Iose,  California 

1067 

8()5.(X) 

1199 

1.150.1X1 

569 

1.150.(X» 

677 

7.1,30.(X) 

1068 

747.50 

12(X) 

862.50 

570 

571 

1,150.(H» 

1,3,8(H).(K) 

678 

679 

172..5(X).(X) 

64,4(X).(XI 

September  18,  2005 

1069 

1070 

718.75 

1,150,(X) 

1201 

1202 

2.127..50 

1.265.1X1 

572 

1,1 135.1  X) 

682 

2,645.1X1 

BEVEIU.Y  Hills,  California 

1071 

1.4.37,50 

1203 

1.380.1X1 

573 

4,1411.1X1 

f9t3 

7,360.1X1 

1074 

1,75.3.75 

i 1204 

1.150.1X1 

574 

1,495.1X1 

684 

1.1.50.1X1 

1 lecember 

5-7.  2005 

1078 

977.50 

' 1205 

1.265.1X1 

6'«)  (Ml 

685 

211.71X1,1X1 

’ 

1079 

(X.1,25 

1206 

4.6.57.50 

1 7(,  5'H)  iXI 

M7 

5.462.511 

Baltimore, 

Maryland 

mi 

I.2(>5,(H) 

1207 

820.1X1 

4’.. 7116  116 

2.7611 1X1 

1089 

2.415.1X1 

1208 

1.. '801X1 

• 

1 ' i ! = 

1 

6‘M| 

.2ii/,:iixi.imi 

3.220,1X1 

WWW.  anrcoms . 

com 

lll'XI 

1091 

5,2'X).(Xl 

1,150.(X) 
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January  10,  2005 


Radisson  Bahia  Mar 
Beach  Resort 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 


The  P^re  1866  No  Motto  Dollar 


Lot  689 
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THE  SESSION 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  10 

1:00  pm  Sharp 

There  will  be  a buffet  dinner  for  registered  bidders  at  approximately  5:00  pm 

AUCTION  LOCATION 
State  Room  C • Radisson  Bahia  Mar  Beach  Resort 
801  Seabreeze  Boulevard  • Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33316  • 954-524-6912 


LOT  VIEWING 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  7 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

SATUFLDAY,  JANUARY  8 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  9 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  10 
9:00  am  - 12:00  noon 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  11,  2005 
9:00  am  - 11 :30  am 

LOT  VIEWING  & PICK-UP  LOCATION 
Seabreeze  Room  • Rai:)isson  Bahia  Mar  Beach  IEesort 
801  Seabreeze  Boulevard  • Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33316  • 954-524-6912 

amfj^.ic:an  numismatic  rarities  xi\ 


LOT  PICK-UP 


To  insure  we 
receive  your  bids: 


Please  have  mail  and  fax  bids  i 
to  us  by:  i 

NOON,  Eastern  Time  i 
Friday,  January  7,  2005 

There  will  be  pre-sale  and 
live  bidding  available  on  the 
internet  at 
WWW.  anrcoins.com 
Pre-registration  for  live  i 
internet  bidding  is  required  ' 
by  Friday,  January  7,  2005 


Prices  Realized 


Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the 
internet  soon  after  the  sale.  Sec 
w'ww.anrcoins.com 

A printed  list  of  prices  realized  will 
be  sent  to  all  subscribers  approxi- 
mately 30  days  after  the  sale. 

For  prices  realized  by  phone: 
Call  603-569-0823.  Limit  10  lots 
per  caller. 


Ainericati  Numismatic  Rarities’ 


AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


March  8-9,  2005 

Baltimoi^t,  Maryland 

Now  Acceptit{^  Coiisigiwieiits 

April  18-19,  2005 

New  Yoful  City 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasbcr^,  Sr.  Collection  of  World  Gold  Coins  and  Medals 

June  23-26,  2005 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Exposition 
Note  Accepting  Cotisignmcnts 


july  24-25,  2005 

San  Jose,  California 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


September  18,  2005 

Beverly  Hills,  California 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


December  5-7,  2005 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  irc 

Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-Free:  866-811-1804*  Fax:  603-569-3875 

www.aiircoins.coni  • email:  auctions@anrcoins.coni 
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THE 


of  American  Numismatic  Rarities 

President:  Christine  Karstedt 
Numismatic  Director:  Q.  David  Bowers 


AUCTION 


SALES 


Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Consignments 
John  Pack,  Consignments 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Senior  Numismatist 
johnj.  Kraljevich,  Numismatic  Research 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 

AUCTIONEERS 

Christine  Karstedt 
Frank  Van  Valen 

MARKETING 
& PUBLICITY 

Christine  Karstedt 

GRAPHICS 

Jennifer  Meers 
Christine  Metcalfe 
Jenna  V.  King 

Christine  Karstedt  serves  as  our 
President  and  handles  our  Marketing 
and  Publicity  with  unbridled 
enthusiasm.  A fixture  at 
numismatic  conventions  and 
auctions  for  over  a decade,  Chris  has 
built  a vast  network  of  industry 
contacts  during  her  extensive 
career.  Chris’  unique  ability  to 
attract  worldwide  attention  to  the 
sale  of  numismatic  material  placed 
her  at  the  epicenter  of  the  marketing  of  the  SI 00  million 
treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Chris  has  worked  with 
numismatic  trade  publications  as  well  as  the  mainstream  press 
since  she  initially  started  in  the  numismatic  industry  with 
Bowers  and  Merena.  While  there  she  structured  the  publicity 
for  the  sales  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  the  Bass  Collection, 
the  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  coins  and  countless  other 
events.  Most  recently  the  worldwide  publicity  for  our  sale  of 
the  Haig  Koshkarian  Ciollection  garnered  ANR  a place  in  the 
top  20  auction  prices  realized  records  at  #11.  Her  unstinting 
and  tireless  efforts  help  consignors  receive  the  highest  possible 
prices  for  their  coins.  Chris  is  deeply  involved  with  day-to- 
day  operations  and  is  our  lead  auctioneer. 


Melissa  Karstedt 

FINANCIAL 

Laurel  A.  Morrill 

ADMINISTRATION 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator 
Georgie  Babalis 
Andrew  Bowers 
Jenna  V.  King 
Vicki  L.  Martin 
Pamela  Roberts 
Mary  Toed 
Jeremy  Wiggm 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas  Plasencia 


Q.  David  Bowers,  Numismatic  Director 
tor  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  is 
perhaps  the  best-known  and  most 
noteworthy  numismatist  of  the  last  50  years. 

Beginning  in  1953,  Dave’s  contributions  to 
numismatics  have  continued  uninterrupted 
and  unabated  to  the  present  day.  His  work 
with  rare  coins  is  so  voluminous  and  so 
extraordinary  that  he  was  named  by  CoinAge 
magazine  as  one  of  the  “Numismatists  of  the 
Century.’’  Dave’s  dedication  to  the  hobby 
and  his  lifelong  interest  in  rare  coins,  along  with  his  pursuit  of 
scholarly  knowledge,  have  made  him  one  of  the  most  honored 
and  revered  numismatists  of  all  time.  Dave  is  the  only  person 
to  have  served  as  president  of  both  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  (1977-1979)  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  (1983-1985).  Dave  is  the  most  prolific 
numismatic  author  of  our  generation,  hadng  produced  more 
than  40  works,  mostly  written  in  the  field  of  rare  coins.  From 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  he  has  received  the 
coveted  Friedberg  Award  a record  seven  times!  During  his 
illustrious  career,  Dave  has  catalogued  and  sold  at  public  auction 
many  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  and  important  collections 
ever  assembled. 
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Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auction  Consignments,  is  a 
nationally  known  rare  coin  expert  and  scholar  with  30  years  of 
auction  experience  and  has  served  as  Auction  Director  for 
nearly  two  decades  under  the  tutelage  of  Q.  David  Bowers.  In 
the  course  of  his  celebrated  career,  Rick  has  processed  several 
hundred  million  dollars  worth  of  rare  coins  at  auction  for 
thousands  of  collectors,  institutions,  executors,  dealers,  and 
investors.  Rick  shows  an  impressive  degree  of  expertise  and 
consummate  knowledge  of  numismatics  with  few  parallels.  As 
a numismatic  scholar,  Rick  has  provided  information  to  over  a 
dozen  standard  reference  sources,  conducted  substantive 
research  for  the  Official  ANA  Grading  Standards  for  United  States 
Coins  and  edited  a book  entitled  Grading  Coins.  He  has  also 
written  numerous  articles  that  have  appeared  in  numismatic 
trade  publications  including  The  Numismatist  where  he  won  a 
Heath  Literary  Award. 

John  M.  Pack,  our  Associate  Director  of  Auction  Consignments,  has 
been  involved  in  numismatics  for  over  20  years.  John’s 
enthusiasm  for  all  aspects  of  numismatics,  and  his  sincere 
approach,  guarantees  that  every  consignment  will  be  presented 
to  its  finest  advantage  so  as  to  provide  the  highest  possible  prices 
realized.  In  addition  to  working  with  auction  consignors,  John 
catalogues  currency  for  the  firm.  His  cataloguing  talents  were 
widely  recognized  for  several  record  setting  presentations  of  U.S. 
paper  money  highlighted  by  the  world-renowned  collections  of 
Bass  and  Rich.  In  addition,  he  was  selected  to  compose  the 
currency  chapter  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge. 

Frank  Van  Valen,  our  Senior  Numismatist,  is  one  of 
America’s  best  known  numismatic  personalities.  Widely 
praised  tor  over  two  decades  for  his  numismatic  cataloguing, 
Frank’s  byline  has  appeared  in  dozens  of  the  most  important 
catalogues  ever  written  including  the  Norweb  Collection 
sale  and  specialized  collections,  like  the  Texas  Collection  of 
California  Fractional  Gold  and  the  historic  coin  collection 
ot  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry.  Frank  has  contributed 
to  the  last  15  editions  ofH  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
and  his  writing  talents  have  earned  him  the  recognition  of 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Frank  has  an  expert 
understanding  ot  the  intricacies  of  all  American  coinage  in 
addition  to  many  other  numismatic  fields. 

John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  serves  as  our  Director  of  Numismatic 
Research.  A numismatic  prodigy  since  preadolescence,  John’s 
insightful  and  historical  contributions  to  our  catalogues  add 
value  and  interest  to  numismatic  material  in  our  sales.  An  expert 
on  early  American  coinage,  Numismatic  Americana,  and  the 
technical  aspects  ot  minting  technology,  John  has  taught 
seminars  hosted  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  the 
Colonial  Williamsburg  Foundation  and  is  a columnist  in  the 
ANA  magazine,  I he  Numismatist.  The  Numismatic  Literary 
Ciuild  recognized  John’s  cataloguing  of  the  Lucien  LaRiviere 
( ollei  tum,  the  tirst  SI  million  collection  ot  American  medals 
ever  sold  at  auction,  with  its  highest  cataloging  award  for  tokens 
■iiul  medals.  A frei|uent  consultant  to  museums  and  institutions, 


John  catalogues  many  of  our  important  offerings  and  enjoys 
working  directly  with  our  consignors.  John  was  a recent 
recipient  ot  the  ANA’s  coveted  Heath  Literary  Award  for  an 
article  on  the  coins  of  pre-federal  New  York,  and  serves  as  an 
officer  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and  the  Medal 
Collectors  of  America. 

Beth  Piper  began  her  career  in  numismatics  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  and  worked  18  years  with  that  firm.  In  that  time,  she 
earned  the  distinction  of  having  spent  more  continuous  years 
working  under  the  direction  of  Q.  David  Bowers  than  any  other 
individual.  Beth  has  participated  in  nearly  every  position 
required  at  a leading  numismatic  auction  firm,  and  her 
responsibilities  encompassed  receptionist  to  coin  grading  to 
direct  sales,  as  well  as  numismatic  research  and  cataloguing  of 
auction  lots.  One  of  her  primary  jobs  is  processing  and 
proofreading  auction  lots  and  the  final  compilation  of  data  files 
for  catalogues.  Her  work  with  great  numismatic  auction  sales 
is  extensive  and  includes  landmark  offerings  such  as  the 
collections  of  the  Norweb  family,  Eliasberg,  Bass  and  Childs, 
among  over  100  other  sales. 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara  coordinates  all  aspects  of  our  live 
auction  sales.  From  working  with  consignor  reserves, 
verification  of  opening  values,  and  lot  assignments,  to 
reconciliation  and  finalization  of  all  bidding  and  purchase 
records,  Cynthia  is  an  integral  part  of  the  system  of  checks  and 
balances  that  make  every  auction  sale  a smoothly  functioning 
success.  For  16  years,  Cynthia  has  worked  both  behind  the 
scenes  and  at  the  podium  at  live  auction  sales.  During  that  time, 
she  led  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  team  that  sold  such 
great  collections  as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Childs,  and  Bass,  a few 
highlights  among  dozens  of  important  auction  sales.  A 
prominent  figure  at  auction  sales,  Cynthia  is  well  recognized 
by  dealers  and  collectors  alike. 

Laurel  Morrill  manages  our  accounting  department, 
handling  all  receivable  and  payable  accounts  for  our  auctions, 
direct  sales,  and  subscriptions.  It  is  her  organized  and  efficient 
approach  that  guarantees  each  transfer  of  funds  is  correct  and 
done  promptly.  Laurel  has  significant  experience  with  the 
unique  accounting  requirements  of  a great  numismatic  auction 
firm.  For  over  16  years,  she  was  an  integral  part  of  the 
accounting  department  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  While  there, 
she  participated  in  the  accounting  duties  that  promptly  paid 
thousands  of  auction  consignors  hundreds  ot  millions  ot 
dollars  in  settlement  funds,  an  experience  that  makes  her 
uniquely  qualified. 

Doug  Plasencia  manages  our  photography  department  and 
personally  takes  all  of  the  coin  photographs  that  appear  in  our 
auction  catalogues,  on  our  website,  and  in  our  other 
publications.  He  has  been  a professional  numismatic 
photographer  for  many  years,  perfecting  his  skills  with  Bow  ers 
and  Merena.  In  his  career,  he  has  photographed  nianv  ot  the 
most  important  numismatic  collections  ever  formed  and  sold. 
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including  those  of  Eliasberg,  Bass,  Childs,  among  others.  To 
his  further  credit,  he  was  selected  by  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group  to  do  photography  of  the  gold  ingots 
recovered  from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  he  photographed  the 
Jay  Roe  Collection  ot  California  fractional  gold  coins  to 
illustrate  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Brecn-Gillio  reference, 
and  he  was  selected  to  photograph  the  Bass  Core  Collection 
by  the  Bass  Research  Foundation.  His  highly  acclaimed  work 
appears  in  the  Bass  Sylloge. 

Jennifer  Meers  leads  our  graphic  arts  department.  In  her  13 
years  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  Jennifer  developed  an  eye  for 
professional  catalogue  design  that  is  unparalleled  in  numismatics. 
She  is  responsible  for  all  auction  catalogue  layout.  In  her  career, 
she  has  put  together  many  award-winning  auction  catalogues, 
books,  and  other  publications.  Among  her  most  notable 
achievements  are  the  auction  catalogues  for  such  famous 
collections  as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Champa,  Bass,  and  Childs 
among  over  100  others,  many  of  which  earned  Catalogue  of  the 
Year  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  The  dozens 
of  books  produced  under  her  direction  include  several  titles  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  including  the  landmark  works,  A California 
Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America, 
and  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  Further,  she  carefully 
proofreads  all  of  our  publications  and  she  contributes  to  our 
publicity  campaigns  in  developing  many  of  our  finest 
advertisements  and  brochures. 

Melissa  Karstedt  works  with  clients  in  our  direct  sales 
department,  with  the  active  support  of  our  team  ofwell-respected 
numismatists.  She  maintains  our  coin  inventory  and  supervises 
our  Monthly  Acquisition  Program,  which  assists  clients  with 
building  fine  collections  by  way  of  budgeted  monthly  coin 
purchases.  Each  coin  is  carefully  and  specifically  selected  by  our 
numismatists  to  fit  the  collector’s  interests  and  preferences. 
Melissa  began  working  in  numismatics  at  Bowers  and  Merena, 
working  in  the  Direct  Sales  department  with  numerous  clients. 
She  is  also  a valued  member  of  our  on-site  auction  team  as  she 
travels  all  over  the  country  to  our  many  auction  sales  and  facilitates 
our  many  telephone  bidders.  You  will  also  find  her  eagerly 
assisting  clients  at  our  bourse  tables  at  the  many  coin  conventions 
she  regularly  attends.  She  brings  great  enthusiasm  to  American 
Numismatic  Rarities,  and  looks  forward  to  receiving  every  call 
from  our  many  clients  worldwide. 

Andrew  Bowers  manages  our  website  content  and  coordinates 
editorial  material  for  all  of  our  publications.  He  is  involved  with 
the  processing  of  auction  consignments  from  our  consignors. 
He  assists  in  our  retail  operations,  from  putting  coins  in  stock, 
to  tracking  our  inventory.  He  brings  a great  deal  of  enthusiasm 
to  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  Being  part  of  a numismatic 
and  collector-oriented  family,  Andrew  has  grown  to  appreciate 
the  various  nuances  of  the  collector.  Andrew  has  spent  many 
years  during  his  high  school  and  university  career  immersed  in 
the  coin  hobby  during  summer  breaks.  On  his  own  behalf,  he 
has  attended  many  coin  conventions  and  ANA  seminars  and 


has  traveled  extensively  with  our  company  to  gather  coins  for 
“want  lists”  and  assist  with  our  auctions. 

Vicki  L.  Martin  heads  our  personnel  and  operations 
department.  She  coordinates  our  on-site  auction  arrangements 
and  is  responsible  for  providing  safe  and  secure  transportation 
of  valuable  coin  collections  to  the  sales.  Vicki  supervises  the 
many  administrative  matters  at  our  office  from  coin  and  health 
insurance  to  computers  and  their  programs.  Vicki’s  strong 
organizational  skills  and  detail-oriented  background  have 
earned  her  high  accolades  over  her  20  years  experience 
handling  personnel  and  operational  issues  with  the  several 
companies  with  which  she  has  been  associated. 

Pamela  Roberts  began  her  career  in  numismatic  auctions 
with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  in  August,  2000  and 
worked  at  both  their  Wolfeboro  and  Louisiana  locations  until 
recently  moving  back  to  New  England.  During  this  time, 
she  became  an  integral  part  of  the  auction  staff  At  American 
Numismatic  Rarities,  Pam  will  be  an  energetic  addition  to 
our  auction  team.  Working  as  an  interface  between 
consignors,  cataloguers,  and  our  graphics  department,  she 
will  assist  with  essential  consignment  paperwork,  be 
responsible  for  much  of  our  internal  processing  of  auction 
lots,  as  well  as  proofreading.  She  will  also  be  present  at  many 
of  our  live  auction  sales,  working  closely  with  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara. 

Mary  Tocci  directs  our  shipping  and  receiving  department, 
handling  nearly  every  package  and  item  of  mail  that  enters  or 
leaves  our  offices.  This  extremely  important  position  is  vital  to 
the  security  of  all  of  our  incoming  and  outgoing  packages,  and 
her  qualifications  are  unparalleled.  She  began  a career  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  in  April  1983.  Aside  from  one  brief 
interlude,  she  worked  for  Q.  David  Bowers  for  19  years  in  total, 
beginning  very  shortly  after  the  establishment  of  his  firm  in 
Wolfeboro  and  continuing  until  her  joining  of  American 
Numismatic  Rarities.  Mary  also  has  an  excellent  rapport  with 
many  collectors,  having  spent  years  working  with  clients  in 
subscription  maintenance  and  publication  sales. 

Jenna  V.  King  is  the  friendly  voice  you  hear  when  you  call 
American  Numismatic  Rarities.  She  comes  to  us  with  several 
years  of  experience  working  in  the  coin  field,  having  begun 
her  career  at  Bowers  and  Merena  where  she  assisted  in 
photography  and  graphics,  and  worked  with  the  numismatic 
staff  in  catalogue  production.  As  an  accomplished 
photographer,  Jenna  also  lends  her  talents  to  the  graphics  and 
photography  departments  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities. 

Jeremy  Wiggin  wears  many  hats  at  American  Numismatic 
Rarities  from  shipping  and  receiving  to  supervision  and 
maintenance  of  our  computer  systems.  He  has  a good 
understanding  of  the  inner  workings  of  a numismatic  company, 
as  he  spent  nearly  three  years  at  Bowers  and  Merena.  During 
that  time  he  was  responsible  for  inventory  control  and  shipping 
of  thousands  of  catalogues,  books  and  other  publications. 
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Visit  our  website  at  www. 
anrcoins.com  to  register  and  bid  in  the 
Kennywood  Park  Collection  sale.  Once 
you  have  a user  name  and  password,  you 
can  browse  lots  from  the  sale,  view  pho- 
tographs of  the  coins,  and  place  bids. 
Follow  the  instructions  listed  in 
Steps  1 -6  to  place  your  bids  over  the 
internet  before  the  sale  begins. 
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Fro*  and  dawonor:  1796-1797  Drapad  Oust,  SmaOCaol*.  tj  ftoOart  Soot. 

[r>  1900  whon  tha  ooOoctoon  «t  Anthatsador  and  Mrs.  0 . Honry  Norwob  was  offorod  by  Sowars  and  Harana,  tha  17^ 
loBar  was  ana  «t  M foramott  Faatwr*t~a  com  of  a kfattme,  a p*aca  of  ta^andary  importanca.  Tha  buyar  wa»  Or. 
tothkanan,  who  wa<  justthaMy  proud  of  it.  racaivtnp  conpratulaboAt  on  dta  spot  from  Dava  Sowars  and  othars  of  thc\ 
mmpony . In  lha  tMarvanutp  15  yaars^bma  flias-dM  pMca  has  baan  oemfortably  earad  for  m tha  Keshkanon  Co^lectio 
aow  apam  it  t offtrad  for  s^ . 

It  ts  appropnata  at  this  pomt  to  rapaat  uorPanm  tha  daseription  undar  whieh  « was  offarad  m the  Norwab  CoHachon: 

Athowgh  amonp  Orapad  bust  obvana,  smaN  Eagta  ravarsa  had  daOars  of  1796-1797.  a faw  preofhka  1796  pwcas.  tha 
rear  aarbar.  axxst— mdaad,  rafar  to  Lot  M24  (w  dva  1960  Norwab  sala]— m Uncircwlatad  prasarvation,  navar  mmd  bainp 
woofMce.  tha  1797  half  delUr  h virtually  unknown.  Hera  is  a marvalous  arcapbon,  a classic  com  which  will  ba  foravor 
■emamborad  as  ana  af  tha  praat  tapandary  ranbas  of  tha  Norweb  Cole  ebon  * 

ro  add  to  that,  wa  nupM  add  that  this  piaca  displays  raflacbva,  histrows  surfacas  that  axlubit  a nch  panorama  of  oM  toning, 
>redorT«nateiy  gold  oi^  silvar  pray  with  araas  if  daap  violat  and  biua  an  tha  npM  sida  of  tha  obvarta  and  naar  tha  base  of 
ha  ravarsa  A eurvad  Imtmart  is  prasant  above  Itbarty's  daavape.  Ware  this  com  not  rare,  A would  sM  ba  baautdut  <•  dw 
Tosty  davicas  stand  awt  from  tha  proofMca  fields  m fully  raakttd  datoil.  tha  temnp  ts  anginal  and  as  A was  at  tha  tunc  of 
lha  1966  Norwab  sala,  tha  balds  are  fra#  of  oN  but  the  most  mAwr  contact  pomts,  ihe  hnar  dotads  of  tha  die  such  as 
.lOerty's  hair  and  tha  eapta's  feathers  are  neatly  rendered,  and  the  mevAa^  adjustment  marks  are  reserved  to  tha 
ixtrama  ravarsa  panphary  wAh  no  mtamjpbon  of  tha  cantral  davtcas  as  so  often  seen  on  this  type  Spaafcinp  of  this  typo, 
t IS  wAhaut  any  guasbon  tha  rarest  type  of  tho  anbra  American  sdvor  sanas.  a great  ehaHanga  more  often  than  not  anbreily 
wnittad  from  type  sets  and  whan  mcludad  often  found  m wratehad— avan  helad-*condA»on.  Tha  vary  fact  that  tha  piaoa 
■eprtsanbng  this  type  m the  Haip  Koshkarian  eoMeeban  ts  eAhar  the  hnast  known  spawnan  or  bed  for  that  honor  wAh  one 
ether  axem^  speaks  volumas  about  this  notable  sat.  Although  an  occasional  proo^a  had  doNar  of  ITPO  is  found  m Mva 
State  opndiben,  tha  same  cannot  ba  sa«d  for  those  dated  1797.  Only  a few  piacas  af  Mmt  State  qualAy  ora  known.  wAh  only 
ho  fermor  Lalan  Rogers  eoA'-^a  pwea  that  brought  over  5500.000  at  piAhc  sale  m l99$-m  dose  eompatibon  *wth  this  ana 
V hnast  known  honors.  The  present  Norwab  spaoman  o hjrdiar  padipraad  to  Stack's  Novambar  1955  sala  of  (ha 
baldenhofer  Colacttan,  where  A was  dasenbad  asr 


1797.  a superb  axampta  of  th«s  vary  rare  data  The  hnast  stnkmg  wa  have  aver  seen.  Wa  cannot  conceive  thatthrs 
ipaoman  eouW  ba  aicalad.  Tha  com  was  purchased  as  a Rroof.  however  ta  eensarvabvalv  grade  A wa  witf  call  A proofMca 
twrfaca.  dahnitety  ana  af  tha  first  cams  to  leave  tha  dies  darfaetty  centartd  at  deep  mdbng.  ptrfect  color.  All  the  ragwsAas 
hat  tha  advanced  and  ersbeal  colactor  dasiras.  ■ ■ a real  pnea** 


rhat  dasenpbon.  wrAten  before  many  of  tha  present  ganarebon  of  cole  eta  rs  ware  avan  bom,  w as  accurate  as  ever  Tlws 
yrampla  is  tha  pma  af  dw  Koshkanan  type  sat  and,  guAa  simply,  one  of  tha  most  dasirabla  18th-cantwry  u.S.  coms 
ritant.  Perhaps  mare  wards  would  ba  tantamount  to  gddmg  tha  Uy.  aveaptthat  wa  should  note  that  m 2004  there  are 
nany  more  buyers  of  legh  gu^v  coins  than  there  ware  m a«d>af  1955  ar  1966.  Accordingly,  wa  expect  oompabbon  to  ba 
ntarvsa,  d not  downngfA  Ae/M.  and  dasarvediT  sa.  Who  knows— perhaps  a ganerabon  wAI  agam  pass  bafort  this 
T\«m«rab<a  pwca  crosses  tha  auobon  block. 

'rom  Mac*  7 sale  of  (ha  CoAbcoon.  hbs'ombev  iPdd,  6o(d7d;  Auetrons  by  lowers  and  Abrena's  rale  of  (he 

vbinreP  CoAbePon,  hbvember  7966,  tof  9027. 
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LIVE  ONLINE 
BIDDING 

We  also  offer  the  option  of  live  online  bidding  dur- 
ing the  auction.  However,  you  must  pre-register  by 
noon,  Fridayjanuary  7, 2005  to  take  advantage  of  this 
service.  When  the  live  auction  begins,  one  click  will 
take  you  to  the  live  bidding  screen  below.  When  your 
lot  becomes  active,  you  may  enter  a proxy  bid  or 
“InstaBid”  as  the  lot  is  being  auctioned  on  the  floor. 

The  computer  lets  you  know  your  bidding  status. 

For  more  inlormation  on  live  bidding,  or  to  pre- 
register visit  anrcoins.com  or  call  866-811-1804. 


When  the  live  auction  begins,  pre-registered 
bidders  may  access  live  bidding  with  a click! 
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$434.00  by  bidder  61001  (1  bid) 


Help 


Your  Bidder  6:  1001 

CurrentBid:  $434.00  by  bidder  61001 

Bid  Increment;  $20.00 

Your  Bid;  I I ($440.00  /rwn.J 

YOU  ARE  THE  HIGH  BIDDER. 


2/3/2004  at  1:30:23  PM 
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4 ••  your  most  recent  bid  * • y«ur  elder  bid« 

Yeur  bid  If  e legelly  binding  centreet.  by  piecing  • bid.  yeu  are  egreemg  to  eur 
Piece  e bid  only  If  you  ere  teneut  ebout  pur^eimg  the  coin. 
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THE 

TERJUS  OF  SALE 


IThis  sale  is  by  public  auction  conducted  by  licensed 
auctioneer(s).  The  bids  will  be  for  specific  lots 
which  will  be  opened  for  bidding  in  numerical  order. 
In  the  event  that  bids  for  the  same  amount  are 
received  for  the  same  lot,  the  winning  bid  will  be  the 
earliest  received.  The  decision  of  the  Auctioneer  as  to 
identity  of  the  winning  bidder  shall  be  final.  Any  person 
submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  any  other 
entity  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  and  any  related  charges  as  well  as  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  all  buyer  obligations  under  these 
terms  of  sale.  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted. 
No  bids  will  be  accepted  from  minors. 

2  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  (subsequently 
referred  to  as  ANR  in  the  Terms  of  Sale)  reserves 
the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  auction  without 
notice  in  its  sole  discretion.  Any  lot  may  be  withdrawn  by 
ANR  without  notice  prior  to  it  being  opened  for  bidding. 
Neither  ANR  nor  the  consignor  shall  be  liable  for  any  costs 
or  damages  arising  from  either  the  withdrawal  of  material 
at  the  auction  or  the  delay  or  cancellation  of  the  auction. 

3  The  purchase  price  shall  be  sum  of  the  winning  bid 
and  a buyer’s  premium  of  15%  of  the  amount  of  the 
winning  bid.  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  in  full 
prior  to  delivery  of  the  lot  absent  other  arrangements  between 
the  successful  bidder  and  ANR.  The  decision  to  extend  a 
line  ot  credit  and  the  decision  to  withdraw  a previously 
authorized  line  ot  credit  shall  be  within  the  sole  discretion 
ot  ANR.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  deny  participation  in 
the  auction  it.  in  ANR’s  sole  discretion,  the  bidder’s  prior 
business  dealings  with  ANR  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

4  Payment  shall  be  by  cash  in  United  States  funds  or 
checks  drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Purchases  up 
to  S 10, 000  may  be  charged  to  a credit  card 
(MasterCard,  Visa,  AmEx,  Discover).  The  purchase  price 
shall  be  paid  upon  delivery  ot  the  lot  or  receipt  of  our  invoice 
for  the  lot,  whichever  occurs  first.  All  associated  costs  for 
the  delivery  ot  the  lot  such  as  handling,  shipping,  insurance, 
and  related  charges  will  be  added  to  the  purchase  price  for 
lots  not  picked  up  after  the  auction  by  the  winning  bidder. 
On  any  .iccoimt  tiot  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms  of 


sale,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose 
periodic  finance  charges  at  the  rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month 
( 1 8%  per  annum)  on  the  unpaid  balance.  By  bidding  in  the 
sale,  the  bidder  agrees  to  permit  ANR  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or 
hypothecate  the  lots  purchased  until  paid  in  full.  If  the 
account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer 
agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest 
accruing  on  the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified 
rate. 

c 

Bidders  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  as  a result 
of  their  purchases. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  from  the  consignor  to  the 
successful  bidder  until  the  purchase  price  for  the  lot 
has  been  paid  in  full.  The  risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer 
once  the  lot  is  either  in  transit  to  the  successful  bidder  or  in 
their  possession. 

7  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  establish  the  opening  bid 
for  any  lot,  to  establish  bidding  increments,  and  to 
refuse  any  bid.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  place  bids 
on  behalf  of  the  consignor  up  to  the  amount  of  a reserve 
price  established  by  the  consignor.  ANR  will  not  accept  a 
reserve  price  from  a consignor  above  the  high  estimated 
value  shown  in  the  catalog  for  the  auction  and  any 
exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be  announced  at  the  auction 
prior  to  the  opening  of  bidding  on  the  material.  ANR  shall 
make  reasonable  efforts  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means.  However,  ANR  shall 
not  be  liable  for  any  errors  for  incorrectly  entered  or 
incorrectly  executed  bids. 

8  Bidders  are  responsible  for  their  bids  including  any 
errors  they  may  make  in  placing  bids.  All  bids  shall 
be  in  even  dollar  amounts  and  any  bids  not  in  whole 
dollar  amounts  will  he  rounded  to  the  next  highest  dollar. 
All  bid  sheets  must  be  signed,  and  ANR  reserves  the  right 
to  not  accept  unsigned  bid  sheets. 
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9 All  items  offered  in  this  auction  catalog  are 
guaranteed  to  be  genuine.  Buyer  agrees  that 
except  for  questions  of  authenticity,  there  is 
not  right  of  return  for  any  reason  whatsoever  for 
any  coin  certified  by  any  third  party  certification 
service.  Further,  Buyer  agrees  that  except  for 
questions  of  authenticity,  there  is  not  right  of 
return  lots  nor  shall  ANR  accept  any  returned  lots 
from  any  floor  bidder  or  any  bidder  who  examined 
the  lots  prior  to  the  sale.  Mail,  FAX  and  Internet 
bidders  may  make  return  requests  within  three  days  of 
the  receipt  of  the  lot.  Coins  must  be  returned  to  ANR’s 
offices  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.  within  30  days  from  the  date 
of  the  auction.  Any  coin  which  has  been  physically 
altered  or  which  has  been  removed  from  its  container  or 
holder  shall  not  be  returnable  nor  accepted  by  ANR. 

Bidders  by  accepting  these  terms  of  sale 
acknowledge  that  the  grading  of  coins  is  a 
subjective  process  for  describing  the  relative 
ranking  of  coins  as  to  their  condition.  Consequently,  the 
language  used  to  describe  any  coin  in  this  catalog,  including 
but  not  limited  to  the  grading  of  such  coin,  are  statements 
of  subjective  opinion  by  the  ANR  staff  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the  warranty 
of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  any  coin 
contained  in  this  catalog.  In  the  event  of  a typographical 
error  or  other  error,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw 
any  item  from  the  auction  with  or  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  by  verbal  announcement  before  the  lot  is  opened 
for  bidding  or,  if  the  error  is  discovered  after  the  auction, 
to  refund  the  successful  bidder’s  funds  without  further 
obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  ANR  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  purchase  price  for  any  lot  in  dispute  or  for  which 
a refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 

UANR  acts  as  an  auctioneer  to  sell  coins' for  the 
various  consignors.  Therefore,  no  claims  of  any 
kind  can  be  considered  by  ANR  after 
settlements,  which  occur  45  days  after  the  auction,  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the 


settlement  date  except  for  reasons  of  authenticity,  is  to  be 
resolved  strictly  by  discussions  between  the  successful 
bidder  and  consignor. 

Cash  advances  may  have  been  made  to  some 
consignors  in  anticipation  of  auction  proceeds. 
ANR  may  consign  items  to  this  auction  and  may 
participate  as  a bidder.  ANR  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for 
their  own  account  at  the  auction  and  may  have  information 
not  otherwise  available  to  the  bidders  regarding  reserves, 
bid  values,  and  other  material  facts  relating  to  the  lots 
opened  for  bidding  at  the  auction.  When  a lot  is  sold  to  the 
book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed  over,  withdrawn  from  the 
auction,  returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  by  ANR.  Any 
consignor  may  bid  on  any  lot,  including  lots  containing 
coins  consigned  by  the  consignor. 

By  placing  a bid  in  this  sale,  a bidder  agrees  that 
this  transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and 
that  neither  New  Hampshire’s  or  any  other  state’s  choice  of 
laws  and/or  conflict  of  laws  shall  be  applied.  Any  dispute 
between  ANR  and  bidders  at  the  auction  (except  for  non- 
payment) shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration 
under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Nuinismatists 
Guild,  Inc.  conducted  at  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire.  In  the 
event  of  non-payment,  ANR  and  a successful  bidder  agree 
that  anyjudicial  action  shall  be  heard  and  determined  only  by 
the  courts  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  successful 
bidder  hereby  consents  and  submits  to  the  personaljurisdiction 
of  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  event  of  litigation,  the  party  against  whom 
a final  judgment  is  rendered  shall  pay  the 
prevailing  parties’  legal  costs,  including  attorneys 
fees  and  witness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  during 
the  course  of  such  litigation. 

These  Terms  of  Sale  are  intended  to  be  part 
of  all  lot  descriptions  contained  in  this 
catalogue.  Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing  Terms  of  Sale. 


Additional  Information  for  Bidders 


To  INSURE  WE  RECEIVE  YOUR  BIDS,  please 
have  mail  and  fax  bids  to  us  by  NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Friday,  January  7,  2005 

• There  will  be  pre-sale  and  live  bidding  available  on 
the  internet  at  www. anrcoins.com. 

• Pre-registration  to  bid  during  the  hve  auction  required 
by  Friday,  January  7,  2005. 

• Any  requests  for  live  bidding  by  phone  (minimum  bid: 
$5,000)  must  be  placed  by  Friday,  January  7,  2005. 

Phone  Descriptions:  Any  request  for  phone  de- 
scriptions should  be  made  by  Wednesday,  Dec.  29,  2004. 


Prices  Realized  will  be  published  approximately 
30  days  after  the  auction.  Prices  realized  will  be  posted 
on  the  Internet  soon  after  the  sale  at  www.anrcoins.com 

New  Bidders:  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  be  sure  to 
send  your  credit  information:  Attn:  Laurel  Morrill,  at  least 
10  days  before  the  auction.  There  is  very  Httle  time,  if  any, 
to  review  this  information  during  the  auction.  All  bidders 
not  known  to  us  will  be  required  to  submit  a 25%  deposit 
before  bidding  in  the  sale. 

Floor  Bidder  Registration  mii  begin  3o 

minutes  before  the  sale  at  the  entrance  to  the  auction  room. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  AITE  NOT  intended  tor  long-term  storage. 
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Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting, 
enjoyable,  and  nuniisinatically  rewarding  experience.  Even 
if  you  are  an  experienced  bidder,  you  may  find  that  some 
of  the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In 
the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is 
particularly  important  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  for  it 
takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A bid  sheet 
mailed  a few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us 
until  a week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will  have 
been  sold  to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24 
hours  a day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-3875].  Or, 
telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction  Ihepartment.  Please 
follow  up  your  phone  and  fa.x  bids  with  written 
confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a work  sheet  to  compile  bids. 
In  this  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout 
the  catalogue,  make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on. 
Then  when  you’ve  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter 
them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid 
sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in 
order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be 
responsible  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong 
amounts.  Please  be  careful. 

Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your 
financial  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There 
is  always  the  possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of 


the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally 
bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  prices  levels  in  mind  when  bidding. 
While  high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items 
sell  within  market  ranges.  Ifa  popular  coin  sells  for  S5()0 
on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that  a bid  of 
say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
chances  are  excellent  that  a bid  in  the  S50()-S6()()  range 
will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain 
hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it 
is  most  procTictive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind 
while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to 
increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to  30%  actually 
purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their  maximum 
authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid 
changes  are  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead, 
cross  them  out  completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put 
your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  This  way  we 
can  call  you  if  there  is  a question  about  a bid. 

Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except 
for  large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please 
write  or  call  for  further  information.  Mail  inspection 
requests  must  be  received  sufficiently  early  to  permit 
return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing  prior  to  the 
sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pay 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be 
responsible  for  the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 


Special  Bidding  Options 


Total  Expenditure 

It  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in 
the  maximum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  TOTAL 
EXPENDITUILE  line  on  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then 
submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of 
the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a personal  service  and 
an  ANR  customer  representative  will  personally  attend  to 
your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying 
lots  for  your  account  until  your  authorized  e.xpenditure  is 
reached.  While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to 
the  speed  ot  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded 
conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  e.xecute 
such  a bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved, 
this  service  is  ottered  only  to  bidders  with  ma.ximum  ex- 
penditures of  S 1 ,000  or  more.  T('>TAL  EXPENDITURE 
.mil  SINUI  l'.  L(^I  GR( "iUI’ bidding  can  be  combined. 


Single  Lot  Group 

Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a SINGLE 
LOT  GROUP  purchase,  ifyou  wish  to  purchase  only  one 
example  of  a coin  of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the 
sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet. 
While  we  will  do  our  best  on  your  behalt,  due  to  the  speed 
of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sontetimes  crowded  conditions, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid 
properly. 

Optional  Percentage 
Increase 

We  invite  you  to  take  advant.ige  of  the  optional  to 
3()'Xi  increase  to  help  your  chance  ot  being  a successful  bid- 
der. Check  the  appropriate  place  on  vour  bid  sheet. 
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OUR  CONSIGNOR 


Kenneth  H.  Smith 


Just  about  every  kid  who  grew  up  in  the  ‘5()s  or  at  just  about 
anytime,  for  that  matter,  collected  something.  1 was  no  differ- 
ent. I always  had  a fondness  for  history  and  the  past,  and  old 
things  were  that  connection  to  history. 

My  first  collections  consisted  of  bubble  gum  cards,  stamps 
(not  necessarily  postal  stamps)  and  pennants.  I had  baseball  and 
fot^tball  pennants  as  well  as  pennants  from  events  and  places. 
Besides  the  usual  baseball  and  football  sports  cards,  we  collected 
airplane  and  automobile  cards. 

1 started  collecting  coins  in  the  fifth  grade  when  1 was  about 
eleven  years  old.  My  mother,  who  also  saved  things,  was  re- 
sponsible for  starting  me  on  coins.  I can  remember  one  day,  she 
said  to  me,  “Ken,  we  should  collect  coins.  How  about  if  1 col- 
lect pennies  and  you  collect  nickels?”  She  supplied  the  Whitman 
books.  From  that  day  on  I started  looking  at  every  coin  to  check 
the  date  and  mint  mark.  Early  on,  every  nickel  1 got  was  a keeper. 
I soon  learned  about  condition  and  every  time  1 got  a duplicate, 
1 would  have  to  check  it  against  the  one  in  my  book  to  see  if  it 
was  better.  1 also  found  that  many  other  kids  were  also  collect- 
ing coins  which  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  trade  for  ones  1 
didn’t  have.  My  best  finds  from  those  days  were  a 1932-D  quar- 
ter and  a 1921  half  which  1 still  have  today. 

Like  most  of  the  boys  1 grew  up  with,  1 delivered  papers  to 
earn  money.  When  collecting  payment,  1 learned  that  visiting 
each  customer  at  the  right  time  was  very  important.  I didn’t 
find  it  profitable  to  have  to  come  back  if  they  weren’t  home.  1 
also  found  that  some  people  didn’t  always  have  a lot  ol  money  at 
certain  times  of  the  week.  Catching  them  at  the  right  time  meant 
they  would  have  to  raid  their  cookie  jar  or  some  stash  where  1 
might  get  an  older  coin  or  two. 

In  my  second  year  of  high  school  1 quit  delivering  papers 
because  of  other  school  activities.  During  my  junior  year  I had  a 
part-time  job  at  a food  distribution  company  across  the  street 
from  school.  By  that  time  1 had  started  sets  of  dimes  and  quar- 
ters and  halves  and  was  missing  most  of  the  keys  and  some  bet- 
ter dates  in  each  one.  Although  my  interest  never  waned,  1 found 
that  the  available  money  1 had  was  going  for  other  things.  At 
one  point  thinking  that  1 could  easily  replace  them  at  a later 
date,  1 even  spent  some  of  the  more  common  date  quarters  and 
halves  from  my  collection.  1 was  wrong.  After  the  government 
changed  the  composition,  the  silver  coins  disappeared  from  cir- 
culation pretty  fast. 

After  two  and  one  half  years  in  college  in  the  middle  ‘60s,  1 
quit  and  got  an  apprenticeship  at  a large  printing  company  in 
Chicago.  Si.x  months  later  1 got  drafted  and  spent  the  next  two 
years  from  July  1967  to  June  1969  in  the  Army.  When  1 realized  1 
was  going  to  be  out  of  harm’s  way  and  spend  most  of  my  time 
stationed  in  West  Germany,  1 got  married  and  brought  my  new 
wife  over  there  to  live.  While  there,  1 resumed  my  interest  in  coins 
and  started  saving  all  of  the  silver  1 could  find.  There  seemed  to 
be  a lot  over  there,  at  least  more  than  1 could  keep,  so  1 had  to  be 


selective  and  saved  only  Mercury  dimes  and  earlier  quarters  and 
halves.  I even  managed  to  save  some  German  commemorative  5 
mark  issues  that  they  released  at  the  banks. 

Upon  my  return  home,  1 went  back  to  the  apprenticeship  1 
had  started.  Everything  was  going  well.  In  June  of  1 970  our  first 
child,  a daughter,  was  born.  Halfivay  through  the  next  year  1 got 
some  bad  news.  The  printing  company  was  going  to  lay  off  people 
because  both  Life  and  Look  magazines,  which  they  printed,  were 
going  out  of  business.  My  parents  had  moved  to  a farm  in  South- 
western Wisconsin  where  they  raised  beef  cattle  and  ran  a small 
manufacturing  business  they  had  conducted  in  the  basement  of 
our  family  home  in  Blue  Island,  Illinois.  Alter  28  years  at  a large 
forging  company  in  the  suburbs  ot  Chicago,  my  dad  called  it  quits 
and  wanted  to  devote  his  time  to  making  Harley-Davidson  mo- 
torcycle parts  and  farming.  1 liked  that  area,  and  thought  it  would 
be  a nice  place  to  raise  a family.  After  receiving  the  layoff  news,  I 
drove  to  Wisconsin  and  talked  to  my  folks.  They  welcomed  us 
and  so  began  my  career  at  S&S  Cycle  in  the  motorcycle  parts 
manuficturing  business.  Once  again,  things  were  going  well,  and 
in  March  of  1973  we  had  a son. 

Several  years  later  1 started  collecting  again.  From  time  to  time 
I went  to  small  local  coin  shows  and  when  in  Chicago,  I would 
stop  and  see  Larry  Whitlow,  whose  father  and  my  father  were  the 
best  of  friends.  As  my  financial  situation  improved,  I began  to 
buy  coins.  My  first  passion  was  Buffalo  nickels  which  I bought 
during  the  late  ‘70s  and  early  ‘80s.  With  the  set  pretty  much  com- 
plete, I turned  to  Mercury  dimes  and  Walking  Liberty  halves, 
until  a Seated  half  that  1 bought  at  a local  auction  changed  things. 

In  1986  I went  to  my  first  summer  ANA  convention  which 
was  in  Milwaukee,  and  soon  afterwards  I joined  the  ANA  as  a 
Life  Member.  Going  to  the  large  coin  shows  was  a terrific  expe- 
rience as  everything  imaginable  was  there  to  see.  When  viewing 
auction  lots,  some  of  the  coin  w'orld’s  great  rarities  w^ere  assembled 
in  boxes.  There  were  multiples  of  different  dates  giving  you  the 
opportunity  to  compare  grades  and  color.  At  those  show's  1 started 
buying  Seated  halves,  at  first  in  Fine  to  Very  Fine  condition,  but 
it  wasn’t  long  before  I was  upgrading.  When  the  reference  books 
on  Seated  coins  came  out,  I bought  them  all  from  halt  dimes  to 
half  dollars.  I metjim  O’Donnell  who  always  seemed  to  have  the 
tougher  dates.  From  him  1 bought  my  first  Carson  City  coin,  an 
1 878  Carson  City  half  Several  years  before  I had  gone  out  to  Reno, 
Nevada  for  fun  and  took  a side  trip  to  Carson  City  and  Virginia 
City.  While  there  I visited  the  old  Carson  City  Mint  which  1 en- 
joyed, and  now  I owned  a coin  that  was  made  there.  I became 
fascinated  w'ith  Carson  City  coins — I think  growing  up  in  the 
‘5()s  W'ith  all  of  the  cow'boy  movies  and  TV  shows  about  the  West 
had  something  to  do  with  it. 

I continued  to  collect  and  to  enjoy  the  hobby.  It  was  extremely 
gratifying  to  later  find  out  that  some  of  the  pieces  I had  purchased 
w'ere  among  the  finest  known.  I’m  sorry  1 didn’t  buy  more  when 
I had  the  chance.  But  then,  I guess  hindsight  is  20-20. 
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WELCOME 

to  our  sale 

The  Kennywood  Collection 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Quality  and  Rarity  Beckon! 

The  Kennywood  Collection  sale 
has  been  an  absolute  delight  for  all 
of  us  at  American  Numismatic  Rari- 
ties. The  quality  of  many,  if  not  most 
of  the  coins  is  significantly  finer  than 
usually  encountered — the  result  of 
connoisseurship  by  the  main  con- 
signor, a long-time  numismatist  and 
careful  scholar  of  our  hobby,  who  has 
suggested  “Kennywood”  as  the  title.  To  the 
Kennywood  coins  have  been  added  choice  and  inter- 
esting specimens  from  other  consignors,  combining 
to  create  one  of  our  best  sales  ever! 

Rarity  never  goes  out  of  style,  and  when  a really 
special  coin  comes  up  for  bidding,  there  is  lots  of  ex- 
citement. In  the  pages  to  follow  there  are  enough  rari- 
ties to  make  a museum  display!  More  than  just  a few 
pieces  are  doubly  rare — elusive  as  a basic  variety  and 
even  more  difficult  to  find  in  the  high  condition  of- 
fered. 

Quality'  and  rarity  beckon  in  a sale  which  has  had 
tew  ee]uals  in  our  generation.  To  be  sure,  there  are 
hundreds  of  other  items — desirable  coins  in  many  se- 
ries, not  headline  rarities,  that  will  play  to  a very  wide 
audience,  yielding  something  of  interest  to  just  about 
everyone. 

The  key  word  is  opportunity.  Take  advantage  of  it! 

You  Are  Invited 

We  all  hope  that  you  will  be  part  of  the  Kennywood 
C'.ollection  sale.  You  can  participate  in  several  inter- 
esting and  effective  ways:  by  mail,  by  live  internet,  by 
telephone,  or  by  attending  in  person.  In  the  niean- 
tinif,  immerse  yourself  in  the  descriptions  of  the  over 
I.IXMi  lots  offereil.  ,uul  contemplate  whicli  pieces 


would  look  just  right  in  your  collection.  After  every 
sale  we  receive  comments  such  as,  “I  wish  I had  bought 
that  coin!”  ILight  now,  as  you  read  these  words,  op- 
portunities abound.  The  market  is  strong  and  choice 
coins  are  in  demand.  For  pieces  of  special  appeal,  bid 
as  strongly  as  you  can.  Then,  the  day  after  the  sale  you 
can  say,  “I  own  it!”  rather  than,  “I  wonder  where  I 
can  find  one?”  Again,  opportunity  now  awaits  you. 

The  Kennywood  Collection  sale  will  be  in  the 
lovely  Radisson  Bahia  Mar  Beach  Resort  in  Fort  Lau- 
derdale, a great  place  to  visit.  Come,  bring  your  fam- 
ily, and  enjoy  what  we  hope  will  be  some  warm 
weather,  while  in  the  North  snow  and  ice  may  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  time  is  Monday,  January  10th. 
The  sale  begins  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
goes  non-stop  into  the  evening.  You  and  other  regis- 
tered bidders  will  be  our  guests  at  a buffet  dinner  at 
about  five  o’clock. 

Come,  meet  and  greet  our  fine  staff,  and  buy  a few 
coins.  You’ll  have  a great  experience  and  you  will  have 
many  great  opportunities.  Afterward,  you  have  two 
days  of  leisure  in  Florida — to  participate  in  other  nu- 
mismatic events  in  the  city,  or  to  check  out  a few  of 
the  state’s  famous  tourist  attractions.  Or,  weather  per- 
mitting, you  can  just  stretch  out  on  a sandy  beach. 
Then,  on  Thursday,  the  13th,  the  Florida  United 
Numismatists  (FUN)  convention  opens  in  town  at  the 
Greater  Fort  Lauderdale/Broward  County  Convention 
Center.  We’ll  be  having  a table/display  there,  and  I 
invite  you  to  rejoin  us  to  buy,  sell,  consign,  or  simply 
talk  about  coins.  All  of  us  look  forward  to  the  FUN 
convention,  which  is  fun  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Kennywood  Collection  Sale  Highlights 

To  mention  all  of  the  highlights  in  this  sale  would 
require  many  pages.  Choice  and  desirable  coins 
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abiHind!  Colonial  and  early  American  coins  lead  die  pro- 
gram, including  a very  nice  selection  of 1652-dated  Mas- 
sachusetts silver  coins.  Such  coins  never  go  out  of  style. 
A tew  weeks  ago  a long-time  dealer  friend,  Mr.  S.,  who 
in  his  career  has  seen  just  about  everything,  was  so  proud 
of  his  newly-acquired  Fine  Tree  shilling  that  he  brought 
it  to  Baltimore  (during  our  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection 
sale  and  the  following  convention)  to  show  it  to  me!  Of 
course,  I was  delighted  to  see  it. 

Copper  half  cents  include  many  items  (the  opportu- 
nity word  keeps  coming  to  mind),  what  with  a 1795 
Lettered  Edge  in  choice  Mint  State  (a  type  several  times 
scarcer  than  the  Plain  Edge  issue,  in  our  experience) 
and  an  1811  Restrike.  Regarding  the  latter,  these  are 
so  rare  that  most  auction  firms  are  lucky  to  present  a 
single  coin  in  a decade!  For  us,  it  was  only  yesterday, 
actually  last  month,  that  we  offered  another  specimen! 
Nice  things  do  come  in  pairs,  it  seems! 

Large  copper  cents  are  the  foundation  of  American 
numismatics.  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  wrote  in  1949. 
Today,  this  is  still  true.  There  is  a certain  charm  pos- 
sessed by  early  copper  (see  “Strawberry”  note  below) 
that  has  few  equals  anywhere  else.  Some  really  great 
large  cents  are  in  the  offering,  including  a marvelous 
J7C1H  Mint  State  1793  Cham  AMERICA,  a coin  of  leg- 
endary importance!  Did  you  know  that  the  first  full 
photographic  plate  in  a numismatic  periodical  pub- 
lished in  the  United  States  appeared  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics  in  1869  and  was  devoted  to  1793 
cents,  including  one  of  this  variety?  It  is  true. 

Then  come  other  one-cent  pieces,  down  to  the  20th 
century,  with  a Proo/T864  L Indian  cent  being  of  spe- 
cial importance,  for  fewer  than  20  are  known  to  exist. 
Two-cent  pieces,  silver  trimes,  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  and  other  coins  await  you.  In  the  nickel  five- 
cent  series  a great  run  of  Buffalo  nickels  will  capture 
the  fancy  of  specialists. 

Liberty  Seated  silver  coins  in  all  series  include 
breathtaking  pieces — gem  Mint  State  and  Proof  ex- 
amples, including  rarest-of-the-rare,  finest-of-the-fine 
pieces  of  a quality  seldom  seen  or  encountered.  Dur- 
ing the  cataloguing  process  for  this  sale,  conducted  by 
Frank  Van  Valen,  John  Pack,  Beth  Piper,  John 
Kraljevich,  and  me,  we  all  marveled  at  these  pieces, 
mostly  from  the  main  Kennywood  Collection  con- 
signment. If  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  your  forte,  this  is 
your  sale!  If  you  have  not  yet  discovered  this  specialty, 
there  is  no  opportunity  better  than  this  to  get  involved! 

Silver  dollars,  one  of  our  favorite  series,  include 
Mint  State  examples  of  both  die  varieties  of  the  1795 


Draped  Bust,  the  first  appearance  of  this  popular  de- 
sign (based  on  a sketch  of  a society  belle  by  Gilbert 
Stuart,  best  known  for  his  Washington  portrait).  An 
1839  Gobrecht  dollar  bears  the  remarkable  grade  of 
Proot-66,  after  which  will  be  found  other  delights  such 
as  Proof  strikings  of  the  1844,  1849,  and  1850  Liberty 
Seated  dollars.  Then. . . . 

The  1866  No  Motto  Silver  Dollar 

A thrill  awaits  you  when  the  only  available  speci- 
men of  the  1866  No  Motto  Liberty  Seated  silver  dol- 
lar comes  up  for  sale,  a landmark  coin,  and  a landmark 
opportunity. 

Last  year,  ANR  made  national  headlines  when  John 
Kraljevich,  Jr.,  learned  that  the  other  example  of  this 
coin,  missing  since  1967,  was  in  the  possession  of  a 
gentleman  in  Maine.  Contact  was  made,  the  coin  was 
carefully  examined,  the  duPont  family  (owners  of  the 
coin  at  the  time  of  its  disappearance)  was  brought  into 
the  scenario,  and  the  treasure  was  repatriated.  Pres- 
ently, it  is  on  exhibit  at  the  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation Museum  in  Colorado  Springs,  after  having 
gone  on  a “tour”  under  the  watchful  eye  of  ANA  Ex- 
ecutive Director  Chris  Cipoletti. 

While  the  duPont-ANA  coin  is  not  for  sale  for  any 
price,  the  other  example,  offered  here,  is  available,  to 
the  highest  bidder!  In  the  elite  roster  of  great  silver 
dollar  rarities  we  have  the  1794  (about  135  known), 
the  “King  of  American  Coins”  1804  (15),  the  1870-S 
(10),  and  the  1866  No  Motto  (2).  That’s  right,  the 
coin  we  offer  is  one  of  just  two  in  existence.  More- 
over, it  is  the  only  one  available  for  sale! 

What  wiU  happen?  For  sure,  there  will  be  a lot  of 
excitement,  this  following  on  the  heels  ot  a related  of- 
fering in  another  series:  The  entire  coin-collecting  world 
was  electrified  by  our  sale  last  month  of  the  1793  Straw- 
berry Leaf  copper  cent,  graded  just  Fine-12  (NGC), 
but  twice  as  nice  as  the  next  finest  example.  Opened 
for  bidding  at  $150,000,  the  coin  went  up,  and  up,  and 
up  some  more  as  auctioneer  Chris  Karstedt  caught  bids 
from  all  around  the  sale  room.  Then,  $414,000!  Ap- 
plause broke  out,  and  the  echoes  still  linger. 

Now,  the  1866  No-Motto  dollar  comes  on  stage — 

In  the  Spotlight 

Rounding  out  the  dollar  series  are  many  interest- 
ing Morgan  and  Peace  varieties,  including  key  dates 
and  high  grades  in  the  spotlight,  with  a choice  Mint 
State  1893-S  on  center  stage  and  a spectacular  Proof- 
69  1 896  in  a supporting  role.  The  enjoyment  ot  build- 
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ing  a fine  collection  of  about  lOO  different  Morgan 
and  24  different  Peace  dollars  is  shared  by  many.  The 
Kennywood  Collection  sale  will  help  you  fill  in 
some  of  those  blank  spaces.  Trade  dollars  come  next, 
highlighted  by  a gem  1878-CC,  a seldom-encoun- 
tered issue. 

The  Creenwood  Collection  consignment  comes 
into  view  as  the  core  of  the  gold  section  of  our  sale. 
While  coins  of  all  denominations  are  offered,  the 
Creenwood  Collection  puts  special  emphasis  on  early 
half  eagles — those  elusive,  beautiful,  and  very  inter- 
esting varieties  from  the  1790s  and  early  1800s.  Re- 
cently, I had  a preview  of  a marvelous  new  book  being 
done  byjohn  Dannreuther  for  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr., 
Foundation,  an  encyclopedic  study  of  S2.50,  S5,  and 
SIO  coins  by  die  varieties  and  states,  to  be  designated 
by  BD  (Bass-Dannreuther)  numbers.  1 will  be  writing 
the  foreword.  When  this  book  is  published,  you  can 
further  enjoy  some  of  the  early  gold  coins  you  buy  in 
our  present  sale!  As  you  know,  my  basic  philosophy  is 
that  the  ownership  of  a coin  provides  one  unit  of  en- 
joyment, Sigood  book  about  it  furnishes  another  unit, 
and  together,  1 + 1=3,  not  just  2! 

It  seems  like  only  yesterday,  but  was  in  the  1970s, 
when  Ed  Trompeter  set  about  building  a collection  of 
one  of  every  Proof  gold  coin  from  1858  to  1915.  Along 
the  way,  1 and  other  dealers  played  a dynamic  part  as 
he  captured  rarities  here  and  there,  including  from  the 
memorable  Eliasberg  Gold  Coin  Collection  1 cata- 
logued in  1982.  Thirty  years  later,  Ed  had  obtained 
every  Proof  except  for  an  1858  ciouble  eagle.  In  the 
present  sale  1 could  not  help  but  recall  this  effort  as  1 
gazed  upon  amazing  Proof  rarities  of  the  185()s,  1860s 
and  187()s.  Again,  opportuiuty. 

And,  There  Is  More! 

By  this  time  you  know  that  an  extraordinary  sale 
awaits  you.  But,  there  is  more.  Pattern  coins  have  end- 
less fascination,  especially  since  Whitman  issued  the 
8th  edition  ot  the  Judd  book  two  years  ago  (the  9th 
edition  is  in  the  planning  stage).  A creme  de  la  creme  pat- 
tern coin,  one  seldom  seen  and  even  more  seldom  of- 
fered tor  sale,  is  Judd-1992,  a 1916  Liberty  Walking 
halt  dollar,  distinctive  for  its  large  capital  letter  in  the 
midst  ot  others,  as  LiberTy,  which  might  have  been 
inspired  by  the  logotype  ofWurliTzer,  tamous  maker 
ot  theatre  pipe  organs  (another  of  my  interests). 


Territorial  and  private  gold  comes  to  the  fore  as 
the  Kennyw'ood  Collection  sale  draws  to  a close.  A 
Miners’  Bank  gold  SIO  is,  of  course,  a classic.  The 
1849  Norris,  Gregg  & Norris  S5  may  have  been  the 
first  gold  issue  in  California,  making  its  appearance 
by  May  of  that  year,  preceding  Moffat  and  other  coin- 
ers. The  defining  coin  of  the  Gold  Rush  is  the  S50 
“slug,”  and  in  this  sale  we  offer  several.  A delightful 
gold  ingot  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure,  a 
bar  bearing  the  imprint  ofjusth  &:  Hunter  and  at- 
tributed to  its  Marysville  office,  will  be  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  its  new  owner. 

When  the  Time  Comes 

Sooner  or  later,  you’ll  be  thinking  of  selling  your 
coins — perhaps  a specialized  series  as  your  interest 
shifts  to  another  challenging  area  of  the  hobby,  or  per- 
haps your  entire  collection.  When  that  happens,  let  us 
be  your  partner. 

Right  now.  Dr.  Rick  Bagg  and  John  Pack,  our  auc- 
tion directors,  are  gathering  consignments  for  our  next 
several  sales,  as  is  Chris  Karstecit.  Give  them  a call,  or 
e-mail,  or  send  a letter,  for  immediate  attention!  And, 
1 stand  ready  to  help  as  well.  Already  in  house  are  many 
truly  remarkable  coins  and  other  items — assuring  that 
yonr  coins  will  be  in  good  company.  At  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  our  emphasis  is  on  quality.  Each 
sale  receives  my  careful  personal  attention  as  well  as 
the  talents  of  everyone  else  on  the  staff — a group  ot 
people  whose  collective  experience  and  expertise  1 
consider  unmatched  in  numismatics.  The  “dream 
team”  is  at  your  service. 

Thank  you  for  being  a part  of  the  Kennywood  Col- 
lection sale,  and  thank  you  for  being  a friend  ot  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Rarities.  From  our  entire  staff,  all 
good  wishes  to  you  and  yours  for  a great  New  Year 
and  for  the  coming  months  in  2005  to  be  ones  of  hap- 
piness and  good  health.  We  look  forward  to  contrib- 
uting to  your  enjoyment  of  numismatics. 


Q.  David  Bowers 
Numismatic  Director 
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THE  SESSION 


Monday,  January  10  - 1:00  pm  Sharp 

Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins;  Private  and  Territorial  Gold; 
California  Small  Denomination  Gold;  Pattern  Coins:  Lots  1-1208 

State  Room  C 

Radisson  Bahia  Mar  Beach  Resort 


COLONIAL  AND  LATELY 
AMERICAN  COINS 

Our  selection  of  early  American  coins  is  led  by  a fine  grouping  ofMas- 
sachusetts  silver  coins  by  die  variety,  duplicates  from  a noted  specialized 
collection.  Two  noted  rarities  included  here  stand  astride  the  American 
and  Canadian  series:  the  1670  5 sols  and  the  1794  Copper  Company  of 
Upper  Canada  token.  Several  other  high  grade  specimens  of  popular  types 
are  also  up  for  bids. 


Superb  Noe-7  Oak  Tree  Shilling 

Choice  Extremely  Fine  or  Better 


1 1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  Shilling.  Noe-7.  Rarity-5.  EF- 

45+.  73.5  grains.  A superb  example  of  this  elusive  Oak  Tree  variety, 
finer  than  both  1 lain  coins,  one  being  tlie  Noe  plate  piece.  Obverse 
is  frosty  deep  slate  gray  with  silvery  higlilights,  while  the  reverse  is 
pewter  gray  with  some  remaining  lustre  in  protected  areas.  The  re- 


verse, as  always  on  this  variety,  is  sharper,  but  the  tree  on  the  ob- 
verse is  remarkably  well  defined  for  the  issue.  Nearly  round,  good 
centering  though  rims  affect  a substantial  portion  of  ETS  IN  be- 
tween 3:00  and  6:00  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  ideally  centered, 
again  as  typical,  with  exceptional  detail  and  all  letters  complete.  Die 
state  appears  a shade  later  than  the  Hain  primary  coin  (Noe’s  plate 
for  the  die  state  and  variety),  with  a more  substantial  break  above  A 
at  3:00.  The  color  and  visual  appeal  of  this  specimen  makes  it  wor- 
thy of  any  finicky  collector’s  cabinet,  while  its  technical  sharpness 
and  near  absence  of  wear  makes  it  ideal  for  an  advanced  specialist  in 
the  series.  An  important  specimen  of  the  variety. 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  February  1976,  Lot  1005;  a spe- 
cialized collection. 


Beautiful  VF  Noe-9  Oak  Tree  Shilling 


(2x  photo) 

2 1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-9.  Raritx  -5.  VF- 

30.  69.1  grains.  A beautiful  Very  Fine  example  ot  this  popular  and 
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attractively  rendered  variety.  Fully  round,  measuring  29.1  mm  from 
both  axes,  with  perfect  deep  slate  gray  toning  and  lighter  design 
elements.  A tritle  weak  at  the  periphery  between  4:00  and  5:00 
on  the  obverse  and  the  same  area  (7:00-8:00)  on  the  reverse,  af- 
fecting TS  on  one  side  and  NE  on  the  other,  but  very  boldly  im- 
pressed elsewhere  on  this  broad  planchet.  The  tree  shows  defini- 
tive detail.  Positively  choice,  no  problematical  marks  or  post-strik- 
ing flaws,  a single  very  old  nick  is  noted  just  right  of  IN  on  the 
obverse.  This  Oak  Tree  shilling  may  well  satisfy  a collector  who 
has  long  sought  an  unusually  attractive  specimen. 

From  a specialized  collection. 


Very  Bold  Noe-13  Oak  Tree  12d 


(2x  photo) 


3 1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-13.  Rarity-6.  EF- 

40.  70.7  grains.  An  uncommonly  bold  specimen  of  this  rare  vari- 
ety. with  superb  tree  detail  that  vaults  it  into  the  EF  range.  Pleas- 
ing antique  silver  gray  with  some  underlying  golden  toning.  Natural 
planchet  flaw  at  6:00  on  obverse  affects  N,  located  nearly  identi- 
cally to  the  planchet  split  on  the  tertiary  Main  coin.  All  letters  of 
legend  are  distinct,  though  ND  are  a bit  weak  as  struck,  nearly  full 
border  beads  present  on  obverse.  The  central  obverse  detail  is  well 
above  average  for  the  variety,  easily  rivaling  the  two  choice  EF  coins 
in  Ham.  No  notable  defects,  excellent  visual  appeal  for  the  grade. 
Specialists  in  the  series  will  recognize  where  this  piece  stands  among 
other  Noe- 13  Oak  Trees,  and  type  collectors  may  find  this  piece 
to  be  a prime  opportunity  to  purchase  a classic  Oak  Tree  that  will 
never  need  to  be  upgraded. 

From  a specialized  collection. 


Sharply  Struck  Oak  Tree  Sixpence 

Choice  VF 

An  Elusive  Type  Coin 


(2.\  photo) 

4 1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  Noe-22.  Rarity-5. 

VF-35.  31.7  grains.  A bold  specimen  of  this  tough-to-fmd  early 
American  type.  Lightly  toned  antique  silver  gray  with  excellent 
visual  appeal.  Some  very  light  scattered  marks  are  mentioned,  old 
dull  nick  below  second  A of  MASATHVSETS,  some  trifling 
roughness  around  central  reverse  design  elements  and  elsewhere. 
Especially  well  struck  for  the  issue,  with  a complete  tree  (!),  mak- 
ing the  detail  on  this  piece  tar  in  excess  of  the  detail  found  on  any 
of  the  three  Hain  coins.  All  legends  are  present  and  legible,  though 
ANO  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  is  affected  by  the  edge.  An  impor- 
tant specimen,  one  which  showcases  the  design  of  this  scarce  little 
coin  in  a way  that  most  survivors  do  not.  A typical  piece  is  well 
worn  and  a bit  wavy,  with  mushy  central  obverse  definition;  this 
one  is  far  better. 

Front  a specialized  collection. 

Elusive  1662  Oak  Tree  2d 

“Large  2” 


5 1662  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  twopence.  Noe-33.  Rarity-6. 

EF-40.  10.9  grains.  A charming  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin,  the  only  Massachusetts  silver  denomination  not  authorized 
by  the  initial  1652  legislation  and  thus  the  only  type  to  feature  the 
1662  date.  Old  toning  in  shades  of  light  blue  and  pale  gold  graces 
medium  silver  gray  surfaces.  Obverse  struck  towards  9:00,  reverse 
ideally  centered,  all  letters  complete  and  centers  boldly  defined. 
The  date  stands  out  sharply,  as  does  the  denomination — both  are 
unique  among  Massachusetts  silver  types.  Horizontal  die  crack 
between  W and  E on  reverse  crosses  date  and  stops  atop  2.  de- 
lightful little  coin.  Any  enthusiast  of  early  American  issues  who 
seeks  to  dabble  in  Massachusetts  silver  should  include  a specimen 
of  this  distinctive  emission. 
l-roin  a specialized  collection. 
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Lovely  VF  Pine  Tree  12d 
Large  Planchet 


6 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-8.  Rarity-3.  VF- 

25.  69.8grains.  Deep  pewter  gray  with  beautiful  golden  highlights 
and  hints  of  bluish  toning  amidst  the  sedate  reverse  lustre.  Techni- 
cally hirer  than  the  grade  we  have  assigned,  but  the  natural  curva- 
ture of  the  planchet  has  made  the  central  obverse  more  worn  than 
elsewhere — the  reverse  is  easily  of  EF  quality.  The  obverse  leg- 
ends are  complete  and  ideally  centered,  and  the  reverse  also  shows 
all  design  elements  intact.  A really  choice  Pine  Tree  shilling  for 
the  grade,  a coin  that  will  be  enjoyed  for  as  long  as  you  own  it. 


Lovely  Large  Planchet  Pine  Tree 


(2x  photo) 


7 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-10.  Rarity-3.  AU- 

50  (PCGS).  71.0  grains.  Attractive  deep  pewter  gray  with  multi- 
colored undertones.  Well  centered  for  this  variety  with  the  tops  of 
the  letters  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  just  barely  off  the  planchet  and 
the  reverse  neatly  centered.  A few  old  scrapes  are  noted  at  AS  on 
obverse,  excellent  tree  detail,  a very  bold  specimen.  Finer  than  the 
Hain  secondary  coin.  An  excellent  large  planchet  type  coin  of  which 
the  next  owner  may  be  rightly  proud. 


Very  Rare  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 

Noe-18,  Rarity-6+ 


8 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-18.  Rarity-6+. 

VF-20.  66.9  grains.  Pleasing  peripheral  toning  in  pale  coppery 
shades  neatly  frames  even  silver  gray  centers.  This  piece  shows 
excellent  old  toning  that  suggests  a long  history  of  appreciation  in 
numismatic  cabinets.  Smooth  and  very  attractive  with  no  major 
flaws,  just  gentle  circulation  wear.  All  letters  are  visible  but  for 
HV  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  which  are  rather  weak,  and  EN  at 
the  same  area  of  the  reverse  is  slightly  better  defined  but  still  not 
fully  detailed.  All  other  legends  and  design  elements,  including 
centers,  are  boldly  defined.  A highly  elusive  variety,  Hain  owned 
only  one  specimen  (the  Parmelee  Choice  EF  that  ranks  among  the 
best  known)  and  Michael  Hodder  noted  that  he  had  “seen  only  a 
small  handful  of  specimens.”  This  piece  is  struck  on  a nicely  made 
and  nearly  round  planchet,  while  the  lovely  Hain  coin  did  show  an 
edge  flaw  at  6:00.  Specialized  collectors  of  Massachusetts  silver  by 
die  variety  are  still  relatively  few  in  number,  but  many  of  those 
active  undoubtedly  lack  this  extremely  difficult  Noe  number. 

From  a specialized  collection. 

Very  Rare  Noe-23  Pine  Tree  Shilling 

Latest  Die  State 


9 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-23.  Rarity-6+. 

F-15  or  better  where  fully  struck  up.  67.3  grains.  Antique  silver 
gray  with  pleasing  smooth  surfaces.  An  unusual  example,  softly 
struck  in  areas  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  obverse  and  reverse 
but  quite  bold  at  left  and  right.  The  tree  is  mostly  plain,  MASA  is 
bold  and  TS  IN  is  visible  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  far 
bolder,  with  NEW  E N AN  DO  plain  in  addition  to  most  of  the 
date  and  denomination.  The  diagnostic  die  break  of  this  near  ter- 
minal state  is  very  well  defined  below  A at  3:00  at  central  reverse. 
While  this  coin  may  just  look  unevenly  worn,  comparison  should 
be  made  to  the  ANS  example  (ANS  1942.54.4,  illustrated  on  the 
ANS  website  for  easy  comparison).  That  coin,  while  sharper  over- 
all, shows  nearly  identical  weakness  at  12:00  and  6:00  on  the  ob- 
verse and  likewise  on  the  reverse,  as  the  Noe  23  dies  failed  in  such 
a way  as  to  preclude  a bold  strike  in  those  areas  in  this  die  state. 
The  second  Hain  coin,  described  as  “struck  from  the  rare  late  state 
of  these  dies,”  shows  clash  marks  in  the  area  and  an  earlier  state  of 
the  bulges  seen  here.  The  damage  caused  by  those  clashes  contin- 
ued to  worsen,  and  this  piece  must  be  counted  as  one  of  the  latest 
die  state  pieces  known  of  this  very  rare  Noe  number.  A truly  fasci- 
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nating  piece  ot  Massachusetts  silver.  Michael  Hodder  counted  only 
13  specimens  known  in  his  cataloguing  of  the  Main  sale;  this  piece 
was  likely  among  that  number. 

From  l1  specialized  collection. 


Complete  Pine  Tree  Threepence 

A Remarkable  Strike 


(2x  photo) 


10  1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  threepence.  Noe-36.  Rarity- 

4.  EF-40.  15.8  grains.  An  incredibly  desirable  example  of  this 
popular  type  coin.  Deep  pewter  gray  with  slate  blue  undertones 
on  smooth,  glossy  surfaces.  A beautiful  piece,  distinctive  for  its 
completeness,  as  each  and  every  letter  is  visible  on  the  unusually 
broad  planchet.  Indeed,  both  obverse  and  reverse  peripheries  show 
nearly  full  beading  and  the  lettering  is  100%  complete.  The  eye 
appeal  is  superb,  and  we  note  only  some  trivial  old  scratches  at  the 
base  of  the  tree  and  a bit  of  faint  granularity  amidst  the  reverse 
legends.  Grading  numbers  can  be  used  to  quantify  wear,  but  some 
things  just  need  to  be  described — anyone  who  has  sought  a Pine 
Tree  threepence  that  looks  like  this  one  will  understand  what  makes 
this  a far  better  piece  than  most  “EF”  coins  on  the  market.  A coin 
worthy  of  a strong  bid. 

From  0 specialized  collection. 


11  1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Nelson-2,  Zelinka  4-B.  AU-55 

(NGC).  104.8  grains.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  with  slightly  lighter 
design  elements.  Mostly  smooth,  sharp  enough  that  the  lapping 
lines  in  the  obverse  die  are  still  visible  in  the  field,  a trace  of  raised 
verdigris  in  the  left  reverse  field.  Very  well  made  for  this  often 
crude  issue,  a type  coin  whose  quality  and  provenance  speaks  for 
itself 

l-rom  the  collections  of  Hillyer  Ryder  and  F.C.C.  Boyd;  Stack 's  sale  of 
the  Ford  Collection,  October  2004,  Lot  12. 


12  1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  AU-55 

(NGC).  108.3  grains.  The  “VOOE”  variety'.  Glossy  chocolate 
brown  with  slightly  darker  toning  around  design  elements  and 
peripheries.  Smooth  and  appealing  with  only  some  minor,  typical 
planchet  fissures.  Good  detail  throughout.  Though  the  VOOE 
variety  is  popular  as  a die  variety,  this  piece’s  quality  would  make  it 
an  excellent  type  coin  as  well. 

From  the  collections  of  Hillyer  Ryder  and  F.  C.  C.  Boyd;  Stack ’s  sale  of 
the  Ford  Collection,  October  2004,  Lot  18. 


High-Grade  1760  Voce  Populi 


13  1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Nelson-4,  Zelinka  2-A.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  108.2  grains.  A beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular  coin- 
age, graded  identically  by  PCGS  and  Michael  Hodder  (who  termed 
the  piece  “Choice  About  Uncirculated”).  Boldly  struck  and  well 
centered  on  a broad  planchet.  Deep  olive -brown  with  excellent 
surface  quality.  All  legends  and  design  elements  are  well  defined 
and  complete,  including  the  date,  which  is  often  found  off  the 
planchet.  The  full  frame  of  dentils  around  the  obverse  adds  a cameo- 
like quality  to  this  piece.  A superb  type  coin,  fit  for  the  finest  ot 
cabinets,  and  just  the  sort  ofVoce  Populi  piece  a collector  should 
choose  if  they  need  just  one  for  their  collection. 

From  the  collections  of  Hillyer  Ryder,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  and John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Ford  Collection,  October  2004,  Lot  6. 


Classic  1670  5 Sols  Rarity 

The  First  Silver  Issue  for  French  America 


14  French  colonics.  1670-A  5 sols.  Brccn-256.  EF-40.  35.0  gr.iins, 
A beautiful  example  of  one  of  the  only  17th  century  silver  issues 
produced  explicitly  for  use  in  North  America,  along  with  Massa- 
chusetts silver  and  Maryland/Lord  Baltimore  coinages,  .\ttractive 
medium  silver  gray  with  old  cabinet  toning  highlights  of  light  blue 
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and  deep  golden  gray.  The  field.s  remain  lively  and  retain  a trace  of 
lustre.  Somewhat  weak  at  centers,  as  often  seen  on  this  issue  due 
to  its  thin  planchet,  with  the  central  portion  of  the  French  shield 
Hat  and  a few  little  planchet  fissures  there  not  hit  with  enough 
pressure  to  obliterate  them.  No  significant  marks  or  other  flaws. 
A very  nice  example  of  this  issue,  one  we  imagine  we  have  seen 
more  specimens  of  than  most  (due  to  a long-standing  special  in- 
terest in  French  colonials).  Several  minor  die  varieties  are  known 
(though  we  know  only  one  person  with  a die  variety  collection  of 
this  rare  issue);  this  one  shows  a thin  die  crack  from  the  right  side 
of  the  sun  to  a dentil  left  of  FR  atop  the  reverse. 

A classic  early  American  issue,  a piece  that  every  colonial  coin 
collector  worth  his  salt  owned  in  the  19th  century  but  today  has 
been  left  largely  ignored.  French  colonial  coins  are  key  to  a com- 
plete understanding  of  the  early  American  monetary  scene,  not 
only  because  the  cities  of  Nouvelle  France  had  a lively  trade  with 
New  England  (even  during  wartime),  but  because  a substantial 
percentage  of  the  modern  United  States  was  once  under  French 
dominion — 18  of  America’s  50  largest  cities  once  spoke  French. 
We  have  always  believed  that  a collection  of  early  American  coins 
should  include  at  least  a type  collection  of  French  colonial  issues 
that  were  used  in  North  America,  and  with  the  great  rarity  of  the 
1670  15  sols  (not  to  mention  the  unique  status  of  the  1670  double 
de  I’amerique),  only  this  rare  5 sols  issue  is  left  from  this  first  spe- 
cial mintage  for  Nouvelle  France.  An  important  rarity  whose  value 
and  unit]ue  place  in  history  is  terribly  underrated  in  the  modern 
marketplace. 

While  the  work  covers  billon  coins — not  silver  issues  of  1670 — we  recom- 
mend the  purchase  of  Bob  Vlack’s  newest  work  called  Illustrated  Catalogue  of 
the  French  Billon  Coins  in  the  Americas,  published  by  the  Colonial  Coin  Collectors 
Club  (C4).  The  work  may  be  ordered  online  at  www.colonialcoins.org. 


15  1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby  2-B.  Small  US, 

Pointed  Rays.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  even  dark  brown  with 
slightly  lighter  design  elements.  A nice  quality  piece,  a little  soft  at 
centers  as  usually  seen  but  exhibiting  no  significant  post  striking 
flaws.  The  surfaces  show  some  very  faint  granularity  under  mag- 
nification but  retain  good  gloss  and  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  A nice 
type  coin. 

High  Quality  1785  Nova  Constellatio 


16  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby  3-B.  Large  US, 

Pointed  Rays.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  dark  olive-brown  with 


very  nice  eye  appeal.  Central  eye  is  softly  struck,  as  often  seen,  and 
some  light  abrasions  are  noted  at  the  extreme  peripheries.  A nicely 
detailed  specimen  of  this  popular  type. 

Joseph  Felt,  writing  in  1839,  saw  so  many  Nova  Constellatios  in  his  youth 
in  Massachusetts  that  he  assumed  they  were  an  ofTicial  issue.  Any  collection  that 
centers  on  types  that  actually  circulated  in  the  nascent  U.S.  should  include  a 
specimen. 

Sharp  1788  Massachusetts  Half  Cent 


17  1788  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  1-B.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Mottled  dark  brown  with  some  maroon  undertones  in 
the  fields.  Good  central  sharpness,  a trifle  granular  at  peripheries, 
dig  under  left  wing.  Early  die  state.  A sharp  type  coin. 


18  1788  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  1-B.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Glossy  medium  brown  with  attractive  woodgrain  toning. 
A very  nice  specimen  of  this  popular  type,  some  scattered  tiny  nicks 
and  a few  as-struck  pits  so  common  to  this  issue,  short  scratch  over 
eagle’s  tail,  some  blunt  striking  on  Indian’s  head.  The  eye  appeal  is 
excellent  and  the  central  strikes  are  bold.  No  significant  planchet 
flaws  are  noted.  A fine  example  for  a well-formed  collection. 


Choice  1787  Massachusetts  Cent 

Ryder’s  Own  Specimen 


19  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  3-G.  Rarity-3-.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Glossy  medium  brown  with  smooth  surfaces  and  very 
choice  color.  A lovely  example,  ranking  high  on  any  judgement  ot 
aesthetic  quality.  Some  scattered  nicks  may  be  seen,  and  a bit  ot  ver- 
digris clings  to  various  design  elements.  A sharp  and  well-preserved 
specimen  that  was  nice  enough  for  both  lifelong  dealer  Harlan  Page 
Smith  and  the  man  who  wrote  the  standard  reference  on  the  series, 
Hillyer  Ryder,  to  include  this  piece  in  their  collections. 

From  S.  H.  and  Henry  Chapman 's  sale  of  the  H.  P.  Smith  Collection. 
May  1906,  Lot  88;  Hillyer  Ryder  to  F.C.C.  Boyd  tojohnj.  Ford.  Jr.: 
Stack’s  sale  of  the  Ford  Collection,  October  2004,  Lot  96. 
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High  Quality  1788  Massachusetts  Cent 


20  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  Rarity-2+.  MS-61  BN. 

Highly  glossy  medium  brown  with  traces  of  coppery  maroon 
around  design  elements.  A pleasing  specimen  of  this  second  and 
final  cent  emission  of  the  Massachusetts  mint,  nicely  detailed  on  a 
good  planchet.  Some  light  granularity  may  be  detected  with  a glass 
and  a few  pits  are  noted  right  of  the  Indian’s  head.  Rarely  are  1788 
Massachusetts  cents  found  sharper,  and  this  one  was  nice  enough 
to  include  in  Ryder’s  personal  collection. 

From  Thomas  Elder’s  60th  sale,  March  1912,  Lot  798;  Hillyer  Ryder 
to  F.C.C.  Boyd  to  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Ford  Collection, 
October  2004,  Lot  137. 

Near  Mint  State  1788  Massachusetts  Cent 


21  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  12-M.  Rarity-4-.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Mottled  woodgrained  medium  brown  with  a trace  of  ol- 
ive-shaded highlights  around  design  elements.  Mostly  smooth  and 
glossy,  some  inherent  roughness  where  the  central  reverse  was  not 
quite  struck  up,  a microscopic  patch  of  pitting  right  of  the  arrow 
shaft  on  the  obverse.  Good  detail  in  the  Indian’s  head,  all  major 
design  elements  complete.  A good-looking  type  coin  from  this 
early  American  emission. 


22  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  4-L.  Rarity-1.  Mailed  bust  left. 

EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  good  gloss  and  vi- 
sual appeal.  Some  very  light  roughness  may  be  seen  with  magnifi- 
cation but  IS  not  discernible  to  the  naked  eye,  though  a couple  of 
tiny  pits  are  seen  below  I of  INDE  and  above  the  olive  sprig.  Nicely 
struck,  late  die  state  with  very  large  “horn”  now  totally  connected 
to  the  bust.  While  not  rare  as  a die  variety,  many  specialists  as- 
semble die  state  collections  of  Miller  4-Ls  and  others  enjoy  it  is  a 
distinctive  type  coin. 


Left,  1787/1887.  VF-25.  124.6  grains.  A charming  specimen  of 
this  popular  overdate  variety,  with  its  die  variety  painted  neatly  in 
the  left  obverse  field  by  some  collector  generations  ago.  Pleasing 
light  to  medium  brown,  smooth  and  glossy  in  areas  but  with  two 
substantial  planchet  cracks  adding  to  the  primitive  look  of  this  piece. 
One  crack  begins  just  above  9:00  on  the  obverse  rim  through  OR 
of  AUCTORI,  while  another  crosses  the  figures  forehead  to  near 
center  obverse.  The  planchet  flaw  affects  the  first  digit  of  the  date 
on  the  reverse,  but  the  7 is  still  clearly  punched  over  an  erroneous 
8 and  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  The  reverse  legend  shows  the 
unusual  IN  DE  ET  LIB  spacing,  another  distinction  among  the 
sometimes  mind-numbing  Connecticut  variety  series.  The  die 
states  are  a bit  earlier  than  Perkins:277.  A very  attractive  example 
of  this  interesting  variety. 

24  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  33.8-Z.13.  Rarity-5.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  VF-30.  123.2  grains.  Mottled  dark  brown  and  tan  on  the 
obverse,  even  light  brown  on  the  reverse.  A sharp  e.xample  of  this 
rare  variety,  though  the  central  obverse  at  the  figure’s  profile  is 
very  bluntly  struck  and  some  pre-striking  marks  in  this  area  are 
apparent.  A heavy  old  scratch  is  noted  from  the  rim  below  R of 
AUCTORI  to  the  hair,  and  the  initials  MC  (or  DW  upside  down) 
appear  to  have  once  been  present  but  lightly  smoothed  from  the 
cheek  and  the  left  obverse  field,  though  discernment  of  this  fact 
took  quite  a while.  The  date  and  all  legends  are  bold,  and  this  coin 
is  still  worthy  of  healthy  bid  based  on  its  considerable  merits. 

25  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  33.15-r.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust 
left.  VF-35  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  brown  with  some  darker  toning 
around  design  elements.  Mostly  smooth  and  very  pleasing  for  the 
grade,  an  excellent  VF  type  coin. 


26  1787  Nova  Eborac.  Breen-986.  Figure  seated  left.  EF-45. 

141.1  grains.  A very  sharp  specimen  with  granular  surfaces,  prob- 
ably from  ground  loss  within  a very  short  time  from  its  mintage. 
Dark  olive-brown  with  microscopic  raised  corrosion  on  much  ot 
obverse  and  some  of  the  reverse.  Excellent  detail,  with  lull  dehni- 
tion  in  the  hair.  If  this  had  nicer  surfaces,  it  would  rank  as  one  ot 
the  nicest  we  have  seen,  but  as  it  is  it  remains  one  ot  the  very  sharp- 
est and  a potential  find  for  a budget  minded  collector. 
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27  1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  Breen-1147.  AU-55  (NGC).  Glossy 

dark  chocolate  brown  with  a trace  of  lustre  at  the  peripheries.  Some 
scattered  light  marks  at  centers,  mostly  as  struck  since  the  low  de- 
tail of  the  issue  was  not  enough  to  obscure  the  pre-striking  marks 
on  the  planchet.  Popularly  included  in  American  collections  for 
its  mutation  of  a 1787-8  Connecticut  copper,  and  rarely  encoun- 
tered finer. 

i 1794  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  Token 

Very  Rare 


28  1794  Copper  Company  ofUpper  Canada  token.  Breen-1077, 

Breton-721.  Proof-63.  149.5  grains.  An  extremely  elusive  and 
simply  beautiful  token  struck  by  Boulton  and  Watt  and  widely 
collected  for  its  connection  by  muling  to  the  equally  lovely  1796 
Myddelton  tokens.  Choice  light  brown  with  reflective  fields  show- 
ing beautiful  toning  highlights  of  pale  blue  and  violet.  Marvel- 
ously preserved  since  its  time  of  production,  ostensibly  sometime 
after  1794  as  a product  for  the  British  token  collectors  of  the  pe- 
riod, and  similar  in  texture  to  many  of  the  Conder  tokens  of  the 
era.  Crisp  square  edges,  excellent  detail  in  Ponthon’s  beautiful  river- 
god  design,  a choice  piece  all  around.  A tiny  spot, is  mentioned 
between  LF  of  HALF  atop  the  reverse  and  a still  smaller  one  adja- 
cent to  the  river-god’s  forearm,  but  there  are  no  marks  or  hairlines 
to  speak  of  Off  the  market  in  an  old  collection  for  decades  (the 
same  collection  as  the  1670  5 sols  in  this  sale),  this  piece  is  popu- 
larly pursued  by  collectors  in  England  (for  its  Boulton  and  Watt 
connection),  Canada  (for  obvious  reasons),  and  the  United  States, 
as  this  reverse  die  was  once  muled  to  the  obverse  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned Myddelton  tokens.  It  is  this  connection  that  landed  the  piece 
in  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  there  described  as  “ex.  rare.”  We  see  these 
pieces  very  infrequently  and  are  delighted  to  offer  one  of  this  mag- 
nificent quality. 


29  1795  Washington  Grate  halfpenny.  Breen-1271,  Baker-29. 

Large  coat  buttons.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown  with 
traces  of  reddish  color  among  the  legends  and  design  elements. 
Some  lustre,  good  detail  despite  a bit  of  the  typical  central  weak- 
ness. A desirable  example  of  this  popular  issue. 


Very  Sharp  8 Pointed  Star  Fugio 


30  1787  Fugio  cent.  N.  15-Y.  Rarity-4.  8 Pointed  Star.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Pleasing  dark  and  medium  brown  with  mostly  smooth 
surfaces.  The  left  periphery  of  the  obverse  suffers  from  some  light 
striking,  as  do  many  other  Fugios,  leaving  FU  of  FUGIO  and  sev- 
eral of  the  dentils  as  obscured  or  indistinct.  Two  depressions  near 
the  reverse  periphery  near  7:00  and  10:00  show  similar  blunt  strik- 
ing. Luckily,  the  centers — vital  on  the  eight-pointed  star  variety^ — 
are  bold,  and  all  eight  points  of  both  stars  are  plain  to  the  naked 
eye.  There  is  a bit  of  roughness  seen  under  magnification  around 
the  date  and  in  a few  other  areas,  but  it  is  not  any  sort  of  distrac- 
tion. The  detail  overall  is  excellent,  as  is  the  aesthetic  appeal.  A 
popular  major  variety  which  is  infrequently  found  much  better. 


Choice  Mint  State  1762  Pillar  $1 


31  Mexico.  1762  MM  8 reales.  Mexico  City  mint.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Frosty  silver  gray  with  abundant  cartwheel  lustre.  A very  attrac- 
tive piece,  nicely  struck  though  still  a touch  light  at  central  reverse 
as  always  seen.  Scattered  light  contact  marks  and  hairlines  are  vis- 
ible, but  none  are  individually  distracting  and  the  overall  aesthetic 
appeal  is  very  nice.  Included  as  the  first  coin  in  the  Guide  B<\'k  for 
a reason,  many  collectors  seek  to  include  a nice  Pillar  dollar  in 
their  collections  of  early  American  coins  to  represent  the  Spanish- 
American  coins  that  predominated  in  commerce  m colonial 
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America  and  around  the  world  in  the  18th  century.  This  piece, 
struck  at  Me.xico  City,  would  be  instantly  recognizable  to  any 
American  colonist — something  that  cannot  be  said  for  a great  num- 
ber of  the  "colonials”  that  are  actively  collected  today.  A fine  speci- 
men for  inclusion  in  your  cabinet. 


1791  imitation  2 reales.  Brass.  Kleeberg  91A-M3.  EF-40.  87.6 
grains.  Plain  edge.  Legends  of  Carlos  HI,  portrait  of  Carlos  IV.  Mo 
mintmark,  FF  assayer  (used  1778-1784).  A high  quality  example 
of  this  variety  and  date,  a type  well  known  to  specialists  in  this 
growing  field.  Dark  golden  tan  with  some  splashes  of  darker  ton- 
ing, likely  imbued  during  the  aging  process  at  the  time  of  produc- 
tion; Kleeberg  notes  in  his  study  that  most  specimens  seen  are 
“blotchy”  and  the  present  cataloguer  agrees  with  that  assessment. 
While  this  contemporary  circulating  imitation  was  produced  to 
look  old  (perhaps  in  the  1810s  or  1820s),  this  piece  shows  very 
nice  definition,  including  some  details  in  profile  and  full  legends. 
The  reverse  is  slightly  double  struck.  As  most  collectors  know,  2 
reales  of  the  Spanish  dominions  were  one  of  the  staples  of  the  early 
Republic’s  circulating  coin  supply,  a fact  that  invited  their  imita- 
tion by  entrepreneurs.  While  some  types  could  have  been  made  in 
Latin  America,  many  were  undoubtedly  produced  in  America — 
occasionally  seen  overstrikes  on  U.S.  coins  speak  to  this  activity. 
Nearly  all  varieties  are  scarce  to  rare,  and  usually  they  are  found  in 
either  wretched  condition  or  defaced.  This  variety  is  one  of  the 
less  rare  ones,  but  is  fascinating  to  study — the  portrait  and  legends 
don’t  match,  the  date  and  assayer  initials  don’t  agree,  and  the  overall 
production  shows  a crude  charm  like  contemporary  imitation 
halfpence.  With  the  renaissance  in  popularity  ofimitation  halfpence 
in  recent  years,  some  collectors  have  found  the  relative  backwater 
ofimitation  2 reales,  led  by  John  Kleeberg’s  study  “Counterfeit  2 
Realcs  of  the  Bust  Type”  as  a standard  reference.  This  example 
will  likely  bring  on  the  order  a few  hundred  dollars,  but  its  role  in 
the  early  American  economy  and  its  scarcity  will  perhaps  one  day 
make  these  important  coins  fir  more  popular  than  they  are  cur- 
rently. 

John  Kleeberg's  study  was  published  in  the  1998  ANS  COAC  on  circulat- 
ing counterfeits.  The  last  major  auction  offering  of  counterfeit  2 reales  of  the 
Bust  type  was  in  the  1987  Taylor  s.ile.  How  sad  it  is  that  two  specimens  makes 
this  another  major  otTermg!  A small  group  of  dedicated  collectors  mostly  trades 
privately,  and  new  varieties  are  still  occasionally  being  discovered.  Kleeberg's 
work  gives  an  excellent  indication  of  relative  rarity  of  the  varieties,  with  the 
ANS  collection  at  the  core  of  his  work. 


1810  imitation  2 reales.  Tin  or  silver  washed  copper. 
Kleeberg  lOA-1‘4.  F-12.  106.4  grains.  Flain  edge.  Legends  of 


Ferdinand  VII,  portrait  of  Carlos  IV.  P mintmark,  HJ  assayer  (used 
1809-1815  at  Me.xico  City).  Smooth  medium  brown  with  nearly 
half  the  silver  or  tin  wash  still  remaining  on  both  sides.  A very 
crude  production,  as  are  all  seen  of  this  very  rare  variety,  with  es- 
sentially no  detail  on  the  portrait  bust  on  even  high-grade  examples. 
The  date  is  clear,  obverse  legends  at  right  somewhat  weak,  reverse 
entirely  well  defined  except  for  the  P mintmark.  The  portrait  type 
and  legends  do  not  match,  and  the  mintmark  and  assayer  are  like- 
wise mismatched.  The  ANS  specimen  is  of  similar  quality,  and 
Kleeberg  only  noted  four  seen.  Another  desirable  imitation  2 rcales 
that  likely  hoodwinked  more  than  one  American  consumer  in  the 
days  of  the  early  Republic. 


HALF  CENTS 

Our  selection  of  half  cents  is  a memorable  one,  and  should  offer  many 
bidders  the  chance  to  add  to  their  sets  of  types,  dates,  varieties,  or  even  die 
states!  Two  circulated  1793  half  cents  begin  the  festivities,  within  the  price 
range  of  most,  while  a choice  Mint  State  1795  C-1  is  a coin  for  a connois- 
seur. A goodly  selection  of  Draped  Bust  half  cents  include  several  elusive 
varieties  and  die  states  (by  Manley  numbers)  and  a few  nicely  pedigreed 
Proofs  of  the  last  design  type  will  also  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

All  uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in  ac- 
cordance with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more 
conservative  than  so-called  “market  grading.” 


Collectible  1793  Half  Cent 


34  1793  Cohen-1,  Breen-1.  Rarity-3+.  Genuine  (NCS)  G-6. 

Sharpness  of  VF-20  or  so,  but  rough  and  showing  some  old 
scratches.  Manley  2.0  Marked  as  “Genuine”  by  NCS  but  not  given 
any  sort  of  grade.  Mottled  dark  brown  and  ruddy  tan.  The  sur- 
faces show  scattered  pits  over  both  sides,  giving  an  overall  granular 
impression  but  not  swallowing  any  of  the  detail.  Many  old 
pinscratches  blend  into  the  patina  on  both  sides,  not  really  become 
consequential  to  the  visual  appeal  until  examined  under  magnifi- 
cation. A few  digs  are  noted,  including  ones  at  3:00  and  9:00  in- 
side the  obverse  rim  and  just  below  the  fraction  on  the  reverse. 
Die  swelling  has  obliterated  a portion  of  CENT  on  the  reverse, 
though  the  die  state  is  not  yet  late  enough  to  show  the  reverse  rim 
break.  Though  not  a perfect  example,  this  coin  offers  a lot  of  de- 
tail for  a budget-minded  collector. 
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35  1793  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Sharpness  ofEF-40,  but  some- 

j what  rough  and  granular  in  areas.  Glossy  dark  brown  with  high- 

j lights  of  light  brown  and  hints  of  reddish  toning  in  areas.  The  re- 

I verse  is  evenly  and  microscopically  granular,  while  the  obverse 

j shows  patches  of  light  roughness  but  maintains  good  gloss.  The 

] overall  visual  impact  is  very  positive,  and  the  excellent  EF-calibre 

) sharpness  only  helps  this  piece.  A single  pit  is  noted  inside  the 

j beading  at  9:00  and  other  marks  are  minor.  A good  looking  1793 

j half  cent,  one  that  should  not  be  completely  overlooked  for  its 

j surface  flaws,  but  rather  considered  and  bid  upon  at  a level  that 

j would  represent  a good  value  considering  its  eye  appeal. 

Pleasing  1794  Half  Cent 


Desirable  1793  Half  Cent 

One  Year  Type 


36  1794  C-la,  B-la.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Sharpness  ofVF-25,  but  there 

is  a faint  rim  bruise  just  left  of  L of  LIBERTY  and  a'  small  patch  of 
roughness  inside  the  rim  opposite  the  face.  Neither  of  these  flaws 
significantly  alter  excellent  visual  appeal.  Pleasing  steel  brown  with 
smooth  surfaces  and  a hint  of  bluish  undertones,  maybe  lightly 
cleaned  a century  ago  but  nicely  retoned  with  time  and  not  showing 
I any  hairlines  or  any  other  metal-moving  alterations.  Scattered  light 

1 nicks  are  commensurate  with  the  level  of  wear,  TY  of  LIBERTY 

are  a bit  weak  as  struck,  excellent  detail  throughout  with  a nice  bold 
i profile  of  Liberty  and  a strong  date.  A very  attractive  1794  half  cent. 

I We  have  always  found  it  mystifying  that  1794  half  cents  are  not  more 

popular  with  type  collectors  when  they  clearly  represent  a distinct 
design  type  from  the  Liberty  Caps  of  1795-97. 

i 37  A trio  of  Liberty  Cap  half  cents:  ☆ 1794  C-2a,  B-2b.  Rarity- 
j 2+.  G-6,  sharpness  ofVG-10,  several  light  pinscratches  and  a rim 

f bruise  atop  the  reverse.  Good  chocolate  brown  color  ☆ 1795  C- 

j 6a,  B-6a.  Rarity-2.  G-4.  Even  dark  brown  color,  date  weak  but 

i visible,  attractive  for  the  grade  ☆ 1797  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  1 over 

j 1.  G-6.  Even  dark  brown,  late  die  state  with  heavy  obverse  swell- 

ing. (Total:  3 pieces) 
i 
I 


Stunning  Mint  State  1795  C-1 

Lettered  Edge 


38  1795  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  Lettered  edge.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

Manley  1.0.  A incredible  specimen  of  this  important  variety,  a 
world-class  example  by  anyone’s  reckoning.  Complete  frosty  cart- 
wheel lustre  graces  both  sides,  each  light  steel  brown  with  subtle 
bluish  undertones  and  the  warm  glow  of  mint  color  still  visible 
among  the  design  elements  and  legends  of  the  reverse.  Crisply 
struck  with  a full  frame  of  dentils  around  both  sides,  excellent  de- 
tail in  the  hair  strands  and  profile,  a bold  and  lovely  piece.  A thin 
stripe  of  toning  off  Liberty’s  nose  and  a shallow  planchet  defect  at 
the  E of  STATES  offer  easy  identifiers  for  this  superb  half  cent. 
Some  light  contact  marks  are  noted,  including  a dull  abrasion  at 
Liberty’s  chin  and  in  the  field  off  her  lips,  a dull  nick  under  Y of 
LIBERTY,  and  a tiny  as-struck  planchet  chip  directly  above  the 
two  leaves  right  of  T in  CENT. 

The  color,  strike,  and  eye  appeal  of  this  specimen  are  all  worthy 
of  the  finest  half  cent  connoisseur,  from  the  serious  student  of  the 
series  to  the  advanced  collector  of  early  Mint  products.  Far  less  com- 
mon in  high  grades  than  the  plain  edge  No  Pole  issues  of  this  date, 
Breen  noted  only  10  Uncirculated  specimens,  of  which  he  had  never 
seen  four  and  admitted  two  others  could  be  the  same  coin.  The 
superlative  Garrett  piece,  a stand-out  gem,  was  listed  atop  his  cen- 
sus. This  example,  with  its  extraordinary  aesthetic  appeal  and  tech- 
nical quality,  undoubtedly  has  a fine  provenance  whose  identity 
awaits  the  dutiful  researcher.  Considering  the  difficulty  entailed  in 
finding  a better  specimen  in  the  marketplace,  this  coin  deserves  ac- 
tive bidding  and  a spot  in  a cabinet  full  of  similarly  elusive  and  high- 
grade  early  American  issues. 

NGC  Cen,sus  (Lettered  edge):  1 ; none  finer.  Even  including  plain  edge  va- 
rieties, only  two  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  MS-64  by  NGC  and 
only  one  piece  has  been  certified  finer. 


I 
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Beautiful  VF  1795  Half  Cent 

Lettered  Edge 


39  1795  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  Lettered  Edge.  VF-25.  Ideal  milk 
chocolate  brown  with  a trace  of woodgrain  toning.  A beautiful  ex- 
ample for  the  grade,  with  smooth  surfaces  showing  very  few  marks. 
A tiny  dig  is  noted  inside  the  obverse  dentils  below  9:00,  a tiny  speck 
is  noted  atop  Liberty’s  head  and  another  is  high  above  LI,  and  some 
very  minor  hairlines  are  seen  under  examination.  The  eye  appeal  is 
positively  lovely,  and  the  detail  is  crisp  on  obverse  and  reverse.  This 
is  the  sort  of  high  quality  circulated  early  copper  that  so  many  col- 
lectors enjoy  seeking  out  and  adding  to  their  collections,  but  there 
are  never  quite  enough  like  this  to  go  around. 

40  A pleasing  pair  of  Liberty  Cap  half  cents:  ☆ 1795  C-1,  B-1.  Rar- 
ity-2. VG-8,  slightly  sharper  but  granular.  Medium  golden  brown 
with  a couple  tiny  rim  bruises  and  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  ☆ 
1797  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VG-10.  Sharpness  of  F-15,  a few  central 
patches  of  roughness  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Nice  medium  brown, 
great  color  and  very  good  eye  appeal,  a few  light  scratches,  actually 
very  nice  for  this  variety.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1795  Punctuated  Date  Half  Cent 

Ex.  Pittman 


41  1795  C-2a,  B-2a.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-53  (NGC).  A 

high  quality  example  of  the  distinctive  “punctuated  date”  variety. 
Very  pleasing  tan  smooth  surfaces.  An  area  of  darker  toning  iden- 
rihes  this  piece  below  the  bust  to  5 in  the  date,  some  little  flecks 
noted  here  and  there,  no  major  contact  marks.  A trifle  weak  at 
entral  reverse,  as  often  seen.  This  interesting  variety  shows  a die 


gouge  between  1 and  7 ot  the  date,  leading  to  its  moniker  and  high 
demand  as  a major  variety'.  This  piece  shows  excellent  eye  appeal 
and  would  make  a nice  addition  to  a collection  focused  on  value, 
such  as  the  amazing  cabinet  formed  byjohn  Pittman. 

From  French's  I960  MANA  Sale,  October  I960,  Lot  1312;  Darid 
Akers  Numismatics’  sale  of  thejohn Jay  Pittman  Collection,  October  1997, 
Lot  124. 

42  A trio  of  very  attractive  Draped  Bust  half  cents  grading  VF-30  to 
EF-40:  ☆ 1800  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  Glossy  medium  brown,  very 
lightly  granular  under  a glass,  tiny  planchet  flaw  behind  hair  rib- 
bon, excellent  eye  appeal  ☆ 1804  C-8,  B-7.  Rarity- 1.  Manley  1.0. 
Medium  brown  and  pleasing,  but  light  hairlines  on  both  sides  and 
a planchet  flaw  right  ofTY  of  LIBERTY  ☆ 1806  C-1,  B-1.  Rar- 
ity- 1 . Glossy  chocolate  brown  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  some  light 
roughness  inside  bottom  obverse  rim,  a planchet  lamination  runs 
across  truncation  of  Liberty’s  bust.  A nice  trio  of  coins.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

43  A dozen  half  cents  dating  from  1800  to  1854.  Early  dates  aver- 
age in  the  VF  range,  later  dates  average  EF,  some  have  a few  light 
Haws  but  all  are  attractive  and  highly  collectible:  ☆ 1800  C-1,  B- 

1.  Ranty-l  ☆ 1804  C-11,  B-12.  Rarity-2  ☆ 1804  C-12,  B-11. 
Rarity-2  ☆ 1804  C-13,  B-10.  Rarity-l  ☆ 1809/6  C-5,  B-5.  Rar- 
ity-l  ☆ 1809  C-6,  B-6.  Ranty-l  ☆ 1828  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1  ☆ 
1828  C-3,  B-2.  Ranty-l  ☆ 1834  C-1,  B-1.  Ranty-l.  1835  C-2, 
B-2.  Rarity-1  ☆ 1853  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity- 1 ☆ 1854  C-1,  B-1.  Rar- 
ity-1.  A fine  collection  (Total:  12  pieces) 

44  A pair  of  key  dates  in  the  early  half  cent  series:  ☆ 1802  C-2, 
B-2.  Rarity-3.  G-5.  A clean  dark  brown  example  ☆ 181 1 C-2,  B- 

2.  Rarity-3.  VG-7,  sharpness  ofF-12,  but  granular.  Medium  brown 
with  some  rosy  highlights  near  center  from  a long-ago  cleaning. 
Two  acceptable  specimens  of  very  challenging  dates.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

45  Trio  of  Draped  Bust  half  cents  graded  EF:  ☆ 1803  C-1,  B-1. 
Rarity-1.  EF-45.  Attractive  medium  brown  with  a trace  oflustre 

☆ 1804  C-13,  B-10.  Rarity-1.  EF-40,  five  points  sharper  but  for 
some  faint  scratches  at  left  reverse  field.  Glossy  dark  brown  ☆ 1808 
C-3,  B-3.  Rarity-1 . EF-45.  Lovely  glossy  surfaces  with  a two  tone 
brown  and  tan  reverse.  A very  nice  grouping  fit  for  a finicky  col- 
lector. (Total:  3 pieces) 

46  A baker’s  dozen  of  1803  and  1804  half  cents:  All  pieces  grade 
from  Good  to  VF,  with  most  in  the  VG/F  range.  While  some  light 
circulation  problems  may  be  encountered,  all  retain  good  eye  ap- 
peal: ☆ 1803  C-1,  B-1  (2)  ☆ 1803  C-3,  B-3  ☆ 1804  C-1,  B-1  (2) 

☆ 1804  C-8,  B-7  (6)  ☆ 1804  C-9,  B-8  ☆ 1804  C-10,  B-9.  (Total: 
13  pieces) 

47  A collection  of  circulated  half  cents  1803-1856:  A nice  selec- 

tion, with  early  dates  ranging  trom  Good  to  Fine  with  most  in  the 
VG  range,  later  dates  all  VF  or  EF.  Some  light  problems,  such  as 
old  cleanings  or  granular  surfaces,  may  be  noted,  but  most  are  nice 
circulated  coins:  ii  1803  C-1,  B-1  (5)  H 1803  C-3,  B-3  1804 

C-8,  B-7  (2)  ☆ 1805  C-4,  B-4  ☆ 1807  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1809  C-3.  B- 
4^  1809C-4,  B-1  ☆ 1810  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1832  C-2.  B-2  ☆ 1851  C- 
I,  B-1  ☆ 1856  C-1,  B-1  (2).  (Total:  17  pieces) 
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49 


A quartette  of  better  variety  half  cents,  1803-1809,  all  graded  VG 
to  Fine.  Some  light  problems  may  be  seen,  but  all  are  pleasing  and 
collectible  for  the  grade:  ☆ 1803  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-4  ☆ 1803  C-4, 
15-4.  Rarity-4  ☆ 1804  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  ☆ 1809  C-2,  B-3.  Rar- 
ity-3.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1804  C-4,  B-2.  Rarity-5.  AG-3.  Manley  1.0.  Sharpness  ofVG- 
10  or  nearly  so,  but  with  scattered  pits  on  the  obverse  and  rather 
rough  on  the  reverse.  A collectible  example  of  this  rare  and  elusive 
variety.  The  obverse  is  moderately  rough  with  patches  of  low- 
lying  granularity,  but  the  “Low  4”  date  is  clear  and  all  major  ele- 
ments are  present.  The  reverse  was  once  well  corroded  but  now 
shows  some  scratches  from  corrosion  removal  and  is  rather  rough. 
The  legends,  denomination,  and  fraction  are  all  clear.  Most  speci- 
mens of  this  variety  are  hardly  beauty  prize  winners,  and  any  ex- 
ample better  than  VG  can  be  called  very  rare.  This  piece  will  fill  a 
gap  in  a specialized  collection  with  an  easily  attributable  and  rather 
sharp  specimen. 


50 


1804  C-5,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  VF-30.  Manley  5.0.  Sharpness  ofVF- 
35,  but  a few  light  hairlines  on  Liberty’s  neck  and  some  reverse 
verdigris  around  letters  are  noted.  An  appealing  example  of  the 
most  elusive  Spiked  Chin  variety.  Nice  glossy  chocolate  brown 
with  smooth  surfaces.  Scattered  tiny  contact  marks  here  or  there, 
dull  nick  at  4 of  date,  minor  rim  bruise  at  10:00  on  obverse,  no 
major  problems  that  substantially  alter  very  nice  eye  appeal.  The 
Condition  Census  of  this  variety  descends  into  EF  territory,  and 
specimens  in  this  grade  are  avidly  snapped  up  by  variety  collectors. 


51  A quintette  of  better  early  half  cents,  including  the  1805 
Small  5 and  the  1811:  ☆ 1804  C-5,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  VG-10,  sharp- 
ness ofVF-35,  cleaned  ☆ 1805  C-3,  B-3.  Rarity-4.  Fair-2  with  a 
complete  date  ☆ 1806  C-2,  B-1.  Rarity-4.  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF- 
20,  cleaned  and  showing  some  light  hairlines  ☆ 1808/7  C-2,  B-2. 
Rarity-3.  VG-8,  sharpness  ofF-12+,  hairlined  ☆ 1811  C-1,  B-1. 
Rarity-4.  G-5,  sharpness  ofVG-10,  microscopically  granular.  (To- 
tal: 5 pieces) 


1804  C-6  Die  State  Collection 

52  A die  state  collection  of  1804  C-6,  B-6  including  over  a dozen 
coins.  Grades  are  mostly  VG  or  Fine,  with  1 m low'er  grade  and 
several  finer.  States  included  arc:  Manley  1.0,  Manley  2.0  “rare”, 
Manley  2.5  “very  scarce”  (3),  Manley  4.5  “rare”,  Manley  7.0  “rare” 
(2),  Manley  8.0  “very  scarce”,  Manley  9.0  “very  scarce”  (2),  Manley 
9.5  “very  scarce,”  Manley  10.2  “rare”,  Manley  1 1.0  (3).  This  col- 
lection shows  the  death  of  the  reverse  die  from  unbroken  to  nearly 
gone  and  surrounded  by  cuds.  Long  a favorite  variety  of  half  cent 
specialists,  1804  C-6  is  one  of  the  most  popular  varieties  in  all  of 
American  numismatics  to  chase  by  die  state.  Here  is  a well-formed 
collection  that  is  ready  for  additions  or  potential  upgrades.  (Total: 
16  pieces) 

53  1804  C-7,  B-5.  Rarity-4.  VF-20.  Manley  2.0,  a very  rare  die 
state  with  a total  population  of  just  a dozen  pieces  according  to 
Manley.  Sharpness  of  VF-25,  but  many  very  tiny  contact  marks 
reduce  the  grade  ever-so-slightly.  Nice  medium  brown  with  glossy 
surfaces  and  just  a trace  of  verdigris  at  central  reverse.  A nice-look- 
ing coin  and  one  whose  grade  allows  for  easy  location  of  the  faint 
crack  from  F of  OF  on  the  reverse.  Worthy  of  strong  consider- 
ation from  die  state  enthusiasts. 

54  1804  C-8,  B-7.  Rarity-l.  VG-10.  Manley  5.0,  a “very  rare”  die 
state  according  to  Manley.  Attractive  medium  brown  with  only 
scattered  contact  marks  commensurate  with  the  grade  and  no  se- 
rious deductions.  Significantly  finer  than  the  Manley  plate  coin 
and  allowing  for  easy  identification  of  the  retained  cud  above  LI  of 
LIBERTY.  An  important  piece  for  half  cent  specialists. 

55  A substantial  start  to  a date  set  of  half  cents,  1804-1850: 

Grades  average  Fine  for  the  early  dates  and  VF/EF  for  later  dates, 
most  with  good  eye  appeal:  ☆ 1804  C-9,  B-8  ☆ 1805  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 
1805  C-4,  B-4  ☆ 1806  C-4,  B-4  ☆ 1808  C-3,  B-3  ☆ 1825  C-1, 
B-1  ☆ 1825  C-2,  B-2  ☆ 1826  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1828  C-2,  B-3  ☆ 1829 
C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1833  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1832  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1835  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 
1849  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1850  C-1,  B-1.  (Total:  15  pieces) 


56  1804  C-12,  B-11.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Highly  glossy- 
medium  brown  with  some  faint  iridescent  undertones.  Sharp  and 
attractive,  magnified  scrutiny  discerns  a faint  scratch  at  top  of 
wreath  and  a few  vertical  ones  on  Liberty’s  cheek.  Good  overall 
eye  appeal  and  well  worthy  of  a spot  in  a t\-pe  or  major  v’anet\- 
collection. 

57  Quartette  of  half  cents:  ☆ 1806  C-1,  B-3.  Rarity'- 1.  Small  6, 
Stemless.  VF-30  ☆ 1828  C-3,  B-2.  Rarity-- 1.  13  Stars.  Manlcy- 
4.0  . EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  obverse  hairlines  -iir  1853  C-1. 
B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-60  ☆ 1854  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  AU-50.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 
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58  1808/7  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  (NGC).  Pleasing  medium 

to  dark  brown  with  some  natural  ruddy  undertones.  An  attractive 
coin  tor  the  grade  with  scattered  marks  and  abrasions  commensu- 
rate with  the  level  of  wear.  The  overdate  characteristic  is  clear  and 
other  details  are  nicely  defined.  A challenging  major  variety  and 
the  only  collectible  overdate  die  pair. 


61  1826  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Manley  1.0  with  bold  rem- 

nants of  recutting  on  the  6 still  apparent.  Choice  glossy  medium 
brown  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  A beautiful  specimen  for  the  grade 
with  only  a tiny  patch  of  verdigris  above  the  second  T of  STATES 
to  note.  A very  challenging  date  to  find  finer. 

Ex.  Carvin  Goodridge  Collection. 


59  A pair  ofpopular  half  cent  issues,  the  1808/7  and  the  1811:  ☆ 1808/ 
7 C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VG-10,  sharpness  of  F-12,  some  light  re- 
verse roughness.  Medium  olive-brown  with  some  surface  dirt  and 
good  eye  appeal,  a coin  that  would  probably  be  helped  by  some 
gentle  dirt  removal  ☆ 1811  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VG-7.  Even  choco- 
late brown  with  some  light  reverse  deposits.  Two  nice  circulated 
issues  known  for  their  scarcity.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Very  Rare  1811  Half  Cent  Restrike 


62  A selection  of  half  cents  graded  EF  and  AU.  All  have  nice  eye 
appeal:  ☆ 1832  C-3,  B-3.  An  especially  choice  piece  ☆ 1833  C-1, 
B-1  ☆ 1835  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1850  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1855  C-1,  B-1  ☆ 1857 
C-1,  B-1.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

63  A trio  ot  Hard  Times  token  issues  relevant  to  half  cent  collectors. 
All  grade  about  EF-40:  ☆ 1837  half  cent  token  (2).  A popular  type 
included  in  many  half  cent  collections  ☆ 1837  Feuchtwanger  cent. 
The  first  small  size  cent  token  to  gain  wide  circulation.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


60  1811  Restrike.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  brown 

with  some  taint  undertones  of  faded  mint  color.  Typical  surface 
quality  for  an  1811  restrike  halt  cent,  with  areas  of  smooth  lustre 
being  interrupted  by  die  rust  from  mishandled  U.S.  Mint  dies  that 
were  used  to  produce  this  piece — hardly  typical  for  a coin  termed 
Proof  The  eye  appeal  is  nice,  and  the  only  notable  flaw  is  a short 
scratch  trom  the  rim  across  the  lower  two  points  of  star  2.  The 
total  population  of  1811  halt  cent  restrikes  is  only  about  10,  all 
struck  circa  1859  from  discarded  but  genuine  U.S.  Mint  dies  then 
in  the  collection  of  famed  Philadelphian  Joseph  J.  Mickley.  The 
obverse  die  is  one  actually  used  in  1811,  while  the  reverse  is  one 
used  in  1802.  Then  (as  now)  top  grade  specimens  of  1811  half cents 
were  very  rare,  so  Mickley  produced  these  concoctions  to  assist 
his  fellow  collectors  in  achieving  a complete  collection  in  top  grade. 
Most  advanced  halt  cent  collectors  have  tried  to  include  one  in 
their  collection  ever  since,  gaining  1811  half  cent  restrikes  a status 
similar  to  1804  large  cent  restrikes — except  that  an  actual  1811 
obverse  was  used  (not  one  from  a different  year  whose  date  had 
been  altered)  and  that  the  1811  restrike  is  far  rarer!  With  pieces 
showing  some  original  color  trading  for  well  over  520,000,  we 
imagine  this  attractive  piece  will  see  active  bidding  and  find  a happy 
home  with  an  advanced  halt  cent  enthusiast. 

■sn.i  ' 4.  2 liner  KH  fiiioM). 


The  Byron  Reed  1843  Proof  Half  Cent 

First  Restrike,  Rarity-6 


(2x  photo) 

64  1843  B-2.  Rarity-6.  First  restrike.  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  An 

exquisite  specimen  of  this  rare  issue,  one  that  boasts  an  enviable 
provenance.  Reflective  medium  brown  surfaces  retain  abundant 
bright  mint  color  inside  the  obverse  dentils  and  around  central 
obverse  device,  while  the  reverse  is  more  evenly  brown  and  shows 
violet  and  mint  orange  highlights.  Very  crisply  struck,  excellent 
surface  quality  with  none  of  the  hairlining  so  often  found  on  these 
Proof  half  cent  issues,  some  light  scattered  flyspecks  as  expected. 
Listed  first  in  the  Coleman  census  of  only  16  specimens  identified 
after  long  and  careful  research,  called  “a  gem”  in  his  September 
2003  Penny-lVise  study,  which  also  noted  this  piece  was  once  cer- 
tified as  Proof-65  RB  by  NGC.  A single  spot  on  Liberty’'s  neck  is 
noted  just  left  of  the  hair  curl,  some  light  scattered  mint-made 
planchet  chips  including  one  on  Liberty-’s  nostril.  A very  pretrs' 
coin  that  resided  in  Nebraska  for  at  least  a century,  from  Byron 
Reed’s  death  in  1891  until  the  epochal  sale  of  his  collection  in 
1996.  This  issue  is  fir  more  elusive  than  other  dates  in  the  senes. 
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making  every  auction  appearance  an  opportunity  worthy  of  very 
strong  consideration. 

I’CGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  13N  finest). 
A single  Proof-65  PJt  has  been  certified,  none  finer. 

From  Spink  America’s  sale  of  the  Byron  Reed  Collection,  October 
1996,  Lot  7;  Stack’s  sale  of  October  199,  Lot  29. 


Very  Rare  1846  Proof  Half  Cent 

Jackson  (1913) — Eliasberg  (1996) 


Elusive  Proof  1852  Half  Cent 

First  Restrike 


(2x  photo) 

66  1852  Breen-2.  Rarity-5.  First  Restrike.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC). 

Lightly  reflective  surfaces  show  an  autumnal  blend  of  orange,  pale 
green,  and  rose  toning  with  sharp  details  throughout.  A lint  mark 
above  F of  HALF  serves  as  an  identifier,  spots  in.side  star  10  and 
left  of  N of  CENT  are  noted,  some  other  scattered  flyspecks  and  a 
few  light  hairlines.  A nice  looking  specimen  of  this  rare  issue. 


65  1846  Breen-3.  Rarity-6.  Second  Restrike.  Proof-64  RB 

(PCGS).  77.5  grains.  A high  quality  and  nicely  pedigreed  speci- 
men of  this  rare  Second  Restrike  variety.  Lively  and  reflective  sur- 
faces are  mostly  pleasing  light  brown,  with  notable  highlights  of 
pale  green,  gold,  and  rose  faded  from  original  mint  color.  Beauti- 
ful eye  appeal  with  excellent  surface  quality  and  a good  strike,  just 
a trifle  weak  over  the  ear.  A spot  outside  star  2 identifies  this  piece 
and  enable  its  significant  pedigree  to  be  easily  tracked.  We  also 
note  a curved  lint  mark  over  star  3 and  some  inborn  planchet  fin- 
ishing lines  running  parallel  on  the  obverse.  Richard  Coleman  has 
identified  18  specimens  of  this  rare  issue,  and  this  coin  is  number 
7 on  his  list.  A charming  specimen  worthy  of  putting  away  in  a 
well-formed  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  United  States  Coin  Company’s  sale  of  the  Malcylm  N.  Jackson 
Collection,  May  1913,  Lot  1434;  Thomas  Elder  to  John  H.  Clapp  to  the 
Clapp  Estate  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  in  1942;  Bowers  and  Merena’s 
sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  465;  Superior’s  sale  of 
September  1997,  Lot  24;  Bowers  and  Mcrena’s  sale  of  September  1998, 
Lot  102. 


67 


1855  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and 
lively  orange-red  surfaces  show  significant  frost.  Scattered  spot- 
ting and  flyspecking  may  be  seen  on  the  obverse,  typical  of  hoard 
specimens  of  this  date,  but  the  reverse  is  relatively  free  of  these 
toning  spots.  A worthy  coin  for  a Mint  State  type  set. 
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LARGE  CENTS 

Hot  on  the  heels  ot  our  world  record-breaking  sale  of  the  1793  Straw- 
berry Leaf  cent  (sold  for  S4 14,(H)0,  the  most  money  ever  paid  for  an  Ameri- 
can cent  at  auction),  we  again  offer  important  coppers  from  this  inaugural 
year  of  regular  issue  American  coinage.  A very  sharp  Chain  AMERI  hits 
leadoff,  a desirable  example  of  this  type  whose  fame  and  popularity  has 
been  secure  since  before  the  American  Civil  War.  Were  Ed  Cogan,  or 
Joseph  Mickley,  or  F.W.  Liioughty  to  pull  up  their  buggy  in  front  of  our 
Wolfeboro  offices,  upon  seeing  this  coin  we’re  quite  sure  they’d  show  an 
expression  of  delight.  Of  course,  were  we  to  show  them  the  gem  Mint 
State  1793  Sheldon-2  instead,  we’re  sure  they’d  try  to  buy  it!  One  of  the 
very  finest  Chain  cents  of  any  variety  in  existence,  we  are  pleased  to  show- 
case this  storied  cent,  with  a long  historical  description  that  incorporates 
little  known  facts  about  two  of  its  earliest  owners.  A long  provenance  like- 
wise comes  with  the  Mint  State  1794  S-28  offered  below,  and  a stunning 
brockage  1811  cent  traces  its  lineage  to  the  collection  of  our  late  friend 
Richard  Picker.  Other  later  pieces  are  also  included,  many  in  high  grade, 
all  nice  additions  to  a well-developed  collection. 

All  uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in  ac- 
cordance with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more 
conservative  than  so-called  “market  grading.” 


Classic  1793  Chain  AMERI 


(2x  photo) 

68  1793  Sheldon-1.  Rarity-4.  Chain  AMERI.  VF-30  (ANACS). 

A sharp  and  attractive  specimen  of  this  most  popular  large  cent 
issue,  the  beginning  of  our  most  consistently  struck  and  most  ba- 
sic denomination.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  a strong  measure 
of  gloss  despite  granular  surfaces.  All  details  are  extremely  bold, 
perhaps  even  a bit  stronger  than  the  certified  grade  would  indi- 
cate, with  nice  hair  detail  and  a bold  reverse.  A few  little  digs  and 
abrasions  are  noted  from  normal  circulation.  The  surfaces  are  not 
perfect,  with  faint  pitting  over  most  of  the  coin,  but  the  overall 
aesthetic  appeal  is  more  than  acceptable,  particularly  for  an  issue  as 
popular  and  elusive  as  this.  A sharp  Chain  AMERI  ranks  high  on 
the  list  of  “most-wanted”  coins,  and  this  example  will  fit  most 
cabinets  very  nicely. 
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Stellar  Mint  State  1793  Chain  AMERICA  Cent 

MS-65  BN  (PCGS) 

Among  the  Finest  Known 
Pedigreed  to  1891 


69  1793  S-2.  Rarity-4.  Chain  AMERICA.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS). 

One  of  the  very  finest  Chain  cents  in  existence,  arguably  tied  for 
finest  known  of  the  variety  and  no  worse  than  second  finest  known. 
Full  cartwheel  lustre  spins  across  frosty  and  marvelously  preserved 
surfices.  The  color  is  a frosty  steel  medium  brown,  with  golden 
highlights  faded  from  mint  color  and  some  rosy  hues  in  the  pro- 
tected areas  of  the  hair  which  were  last  to  mellow.  The  surfaces  are 
unworn  and  show  remarkable  bloom;  we  concur  with  the  desig- 
nation of  this  coin  as  fully  Mint  State  despite  our  attachment  to 
the  conservative  “EAC”  style  grading  system  used  for  large  cents. 
A raised  rim  encircles  the  entire  obverse  and  most  of  the  reverse, 
but  for  the  lowest  portion.  The  strike  is  bold  enough  to  allow  for  a 
strong  and  expressive  portrait  of  Liberty  with  only  the  most  minor 
Hatncss  in  the  hair  strands  closest  to  the  ear.  Some  tiny  scattered 
marks  in  the  left  obverse  field  appear  to  have  pre-existed  striking, 
and  a dig  at  the  end  of  a middle  hair  strand  serves  as  an  identifier. 
The  reverse  shows  a few  very  tiny  pre-striking  contact  points,  but 
none  are  notable.  The  numeral  3 is  clearly  recut  at  the  bottom  of 
the  lower  curve,  a fact  about  the  S-l/S-2  obverse  we  have  never 
noted  or  seen  described  but  is  seemingly  worthy  of  further  in- 
quiry; examination  of  other  Mint  State  S-1  and  S-2  cents,  such  as 
the  Koshkarian  AMERI  shows  no  evidence  of  this  characteristic. 


which  may  suggest  how  bold  the  strike  on  this  coin  is  or  that  there 
was  a light  retouching  of  the  die. 

Mint  State  Chain  cents  are  the  sort  of  things  that  most  collec- 
tors can  only  dream  of  owning  and  only  hope  to  even  see  at  some 
point  in  their  collecting  lives.  Since  ANR’s  founding  in  July  2003, 
we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  handle  several  pieces  certified 
as  Mint  State  and  a few  that  even  the  most  conservative  “EAC” 
style  grader  would  call  fully  Mint  State.  Two  others  were  certified 
as  MS-65  BN.  The  Jung  Sheldon-4,  the  only  other  PCGS  graded 
coin,  realized  a world  record  $391 ,500.  Sheldon-2  is  actually  even 
rarer  than  Sheldon-4,  both  as  a variety  in  all  grades  (R-4  vs.  R-3+) 
and  in  Mint  State.  Comparing  the  two  in  terms  of  their  condition 
is  difficult,  as  that  coin  had  more  color  but  this  coin  lacks  the  Jung 
specimen’s  reverse  spot.  Calling  them  comparable  seems  fair,  and 
we  can  imagine  right-minded  people  asked  to  choose  between  them 
picking  either  one. 

Few  type  coins  in  Mint  State  are  as  challenging  as  the  Chain 
cents  of  1793.  Small  Eagle  half  dollars  are  a bit  rarer  in  full  Mint 
State,  as  the  record  $966,000  achieved  for  the  Koshkarian  1797 
half  dollar  would  suggest.  1793  half  cents  or  1793  Wreath  cents  are 
perhaps  similarly  rare  but  each  has  a higher  population  of  coins  m 
full  Mint  State  still  extant;  when  the  coins  arc  this  rare,  the  diffcr- 
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ence  between  eight  total  coins  and  12  total  coins  is  significant  and 
represents  a difference  of  50%.  There  are  fewer  than  a dozen  Chain 
cents  that  are  generally  accorded  Mint  State  status  by  conservative 
standards,  and  a slightly  higher  number  based  on  grading  service 
grading  standards  and  populations.  Both  conservative  graders  and 
grading  services  agree  that  this  piece  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest 
Chain  cents  in  existence,  as  will  anyone  who  views  this  coin  in 
person.  Its  fine  pedigree  includes  two  of  the  most  famously  fin- 
icky cent  collectors  of  a past  generation — Washington  D.C.  per- 
fectionist Benjamin  Collins  (of  whom  there  is  more  below)  and 
the  famed  Dr.  Henry  W.  Beckwith.  These  two  collectors,  intent 
on  acquiring  the  finest  specimens  possible  in  an  age  where  there 
was  far  less  competition  for  gems,  should  not  overshadow  later 
luminaries  who  owned  this  coin  such  as  French,  Mehl,  Sheldon, 
Naftzger,  and  Halpern,  but  their  connoisseurship  was  far  ahead  ot 
their  time.  A connoisseur  in  their  mold  should  own  this  coin  next 
and  enjoy  its  incredible  state  of  preservation. 

PCGS  Population  (AMERICA  variety):  1;  1 finer  (MS-67  BN).  There  has 
been  one  Periods  (S-4)  graded  MS-65  BN.  the  Jung  coin  which  we  sold  for  a 
record  $391,500  in  July  2004.  There  is  also  a single  AMERI  (S-1)  at  MS-65 
BN.  In  sum,  PCGS  has  graded  only  four  Chain  cents  of  all  varieties  at  MS-65  or 
finer.  The  MS-67  BN  is  said  to  be  a Sheldon-4,  a Periods  coin  on  the  wrong 
place  on  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  which  is  known  as  “The  Coin.”  a 
prooflike  gem  that  is  by  general  acclamation  the  finest  Chain  cent  in  existence. 

Despite  being  a relative  obscure  name  to  most  modern  numismatists,  two 
excellent  studies  focus  on  the  first  American  owner  of  this  coin,  the  Washing- 
ton D.C.  collector  and  dealer  Benjamin  H.  Collins.  One,  by  Jess  Patrick  in  the 
October  1980  issue  o(The  \'umismalist  focuses  in  large  part  on  this  coin  and  the 
other,  by  scholar  and  friend  John  W,  Adams,  appeared  in  the  first  ever  COAC 
volume  published  by  the  ANS.  Collins  was  a Civil  War  veteran  who  served 
with  the  Union  under  Gen.  Philip  Sheridan,  a native  Missourian  under  the 
employ  of  the  federal  government  after  the  war  who  died  in  Washington  in 
1928.  In  his  twilight  years,  in  1924,  he  noted  in  The  \iimismatisl  how  he  went 
about  his  collecting  of  large  cents.  He  described  how  he  obtained  “the  best  pos- 
sible specimens,  retaining  them  in  my  cabinet  in  the  face  of  most  tempting  of- 
fers and  only  dispensing  of  one  when  a more  perfect  or  desirable  cent  took  its 
place  ...  perfect  condition  should  be  our  aim.”  A perfect  cent,  to  the  finicky  Mr. 
Collins,  would  show  no  evidence  of  “vandalism,  nicks,  oiling,  tooling,  holes, 
cleaning,  cabinet  friction  and  certain  absence  in  toto  of  corrosion”  and  he  would 
scolTat  modern  premiums  on  RD  coins,  saying  “any  fixed  color,  light  olive 
pretcrred,  though  black  or  dark  very  acceptable.  Red  secondary  which,  though 
beautiful,  will  not  stay  put.”  A realist  and  a perfectionist  are  rarely  the  same 
person,  but  Collins  was  both.  His  realism  is  what  may  have  allowed  him  to  fi- 


nally sell,  after  much  apparent  browbeating,  this  coin  and  four  others  which  Dr. 
Henry  Beckwith  so  desperately  wanted  for  his  high  condition  set  of  cents.  Breen 
called  Beckwith  “the  first  perfectionist,"  though  he  may  have  been  the  second. 
Jess  Patrick  kindly  shared  the  unpublished  1919-dated  receipt  Collins  gave 
Beckwith  in  his  1980  article.  In  that  manuscript.  Collins  described  the  present 
coin  as  follows:  “ 1793  Chain  America  Cent,  original  condition,  unworn,  sharp, 
evenly  centered,  obverse  and  reverse,  with  much  original  brilliant  red  color  Ire- 
member  what  Collins  said  about  it  not  staying  put?|,  no  spots  or  nicks,  un- 
doubtedly the  finest  known  of  this  variety  ....  $500.”  That  accompanied  the 
receipt  letter  gives  a hint  to  how  attached  Collins  had  become  to  this  Chain  cent 
and  the  four  other  gems  sold  that  day: 

“The  five  high  prices  ones — begged  for  by  you  and  which  you  appreciate  so 
highly  (and  very  justly  so),  I doubt  if  they  can  be  matched  in  any  other  known 
collection  (as  a quintet  under  one  ownership)  and  will  greatly  enhance  the  beauty 
and  evenness  of  your  incomparable  set  of  dates.  They  formed  a part  of  the  won- 
derful collection  of  cents  1 purchased  in  1891  from  W.S.  Lincoln  & Son,  the 
leading  coin  dealer  in  London,  England,  and  were  in  my  personal  set  with  no 
desire  on  my  part  to  sell  until  you  so  persistently  and  patiently  acquired  them  for 
your  own.” 

Beckwith  paid  handsomely  for  the  chance  to  lure  this  coin  away  from 
Collins,  and  it  sold  for  $70  less  than  he  had  paid  at  the  1923  sale  of  his  collec- 
tion. As  John  Adams  noted,  “Suffice  it  to  observe  that  almost  every  cent  col- 
lector has  his  price,  but  there  are  relatively  few  buyers  with  the  reckless  aban- 
don to  pay  it.” 

Purchased  by  Benjamin  H.  Collins  in  August  1891  from  “tray  after 
tray  of  gem  coppers”  at  the  London  shop  oj  IV.  S.  Lincoln  & Son;  Collins 
to  Dr.  Henry  W.  Beckwith  on  January  30,  1919;  S.H.  Chapman’s  sale 
of  the  Beckwith  Collection,  April,  1923,  Lot  1;  purchased  by  Henry 
Chapman  for  $430  atid  sold  to  Dr.  George  P.  French;  B.  Max  Meld’s 
1929Jjxed  price  list  of  the  Dr.  George  P.  French  Collection,  Lot  I (@$850); 
J.C.  Morganthau  and  Co.  ’s  sale  of  the  Dr.  Henry  A.  Sternberg  Collec- 
tion, April  1933,  Lot  2;  B.  Max  Meld’s  personal  collection  to  T.  James 
Clarke  to  John  H.  Payne  to  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  in  1953;  sold  with 
the  intact  Sheldon  Collection  to  R.E.  “Ted”  Naftzger” Jr.  on  April  19, 
1972;  part  of  the  “Great  Pool  Table  Swap  of  Ho-Ho-Kus”  to  Herman 
Halpern  on  December  11,  1986;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern 
Collection,  March  1988,  Lof  2;  Anthony  Terranoua  to  Andrew  Lustig  to 
Don  Kagin  to  Gilbert  Steinberg  on  November  16,  1992;  Superior’s  sale  of 
the  Gilbert  Steinberg  Collection,  September  1996,  Lot  1560;  Anthony 
Terranova  and  Chris  Victor-McCawley  to  Walter  Husak;  private  owner 
and  dealer  intermediary;  Superior’s  sale  of  February  2001,  Lot  2090  (not 
sold  but  featured  as  the  lone  cover  coin);  dealer  intermediaries;  our  consignor. 
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Pleasing  1793  Chain  Cent 

Sheldon-2 


(2x  photo) 


70  1793  S-2.  Rarity-4.  Chain  AMERICA.  F-12  (PCGS).  We 

can’t  all  own  Mint  State  specimens  of  Sheldon-2,  but  most  of  us 
wouldn’t  mind  having  a nice  Fine.  Even  dusky  light  brown,  the 
reverse  a bit  darker  with  nicely  contrasting  light  color  on  the  chain 
and  lettering.  Finely  granular  under  magnification  but  very  even 
in  appearance  to  the  naked  eye.  The  chain,  portrait,  and  aU  letter- 
ing are  very  bold,  and  the  date  is  nice  and  plain  though  a shade 
weaker,  as  typical.  A pit  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field  is  noted 
but  no  other  nicks  or  marks  are  significant.  A nice  circulated  speci- 
men of  this  most  rare  collectible  Chain. 


Collectible  1793  Wreath  Cent 


71  1793  Wreath.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  VG-7.  Sharpness  of  close  to  VF-20, 

but  dark  and  granular.  Even  dark  ohve  with  some  lighter  highhghts 
on  Liberty’s  hair  and  portions  of  the  wreath.  Scattered  roughness 
and  granularity  on  both  sides,  but  all  major  design  elements  remain 
clear,  including  date  and  fraction.  No  major  marks  or  damage.  A 
desirable  example  with  some  minor  surface  problems. 

Classic  1793  Wreath  Cent 


72  1793  S-8.  Rarity-3.  VG-7.  Sharpness  of  F-12  or  better,  but  ex- 
hibiting scattered  tiny  nicks.  Even  chocolate  brown,  an  attractive 
shade,  with  some  light  woodgrain  toning  on  the  reverse.  The 
planchet  is  mostly  smooth,  but  the  obverse  shows  an  overabun- 
dance of  tiny  contact  marks  and  abrasions.  There  is  a rim  nick  at 
10:00  on  the  obverse,  a single  pit  left  of  L of  LIBERTY,  and  a few 
minor  reverse  rim  nicks  that  are  relatively  inconsequential.  ONE 
CENT  is  a bit  weak  but  visible,  and  other  design  elements  are 
plain,  including  a good  strong  date.  A coin  to  consider  if  assem- 
bling a type  set  or  large  cent  date  set  without  a substantial  fortune. 

73  Trio  of  cents  by  type:  ☆ 1794  S-22.  Rarity-1.  VG-8,  sharpness 
of  F-15,  but  rough  surfaces  ☆ 1802  S-232.  Rarity-1.  VF-20.  A 
pleasing  coin  ☆ 1812  S-290.  Rarity-1.  F-12.  Nice  for  the  grade. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 
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Condition  Census  1794  S-28 


MS-63  BN  (PCGS) 
Historic  Pedigree 


74  1794  S-28.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  historic  speci- 

men ot  this  beautiful  variety,  the  one  Maris  called  “The  Ornate” 
in  1869.  Lustrous  and  frosty  light  brown  with  some  deeper  toning 
atop  head  and  cap,  at  right  obverse,  and  in  the  northeast  quadrant 
of  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck,  though  some  pre-striking  planchet 
nicks  are  still  visible  in  areas  and  OF  is  a trifle  weak.  The  pre- 
striking nicks  are  most  visible  in  the  right  obverse  field  and  be- 
neath the  tip  of  the  bust,  as  struck.  The  eye  appeal  is  exemplary, 
with  lovely  color  and  excellent  surfaces.  Only  a tiny  reeding  nick 
on  Liberty’s  cheek  merits  mention.  Tied  for  fifth  finest  known  for 
the  variety,  the  best  of  which  is  the  choice  Mint  State  United  States 
Hotel  specimen  from  the  Jackson  Collection  that  is  the  absolute 
pride  and  joy  of  its  current  owner.  Breen  state  VI.  A simply  ex- 
traordinary 1794  cent,  one  which  benefits  from  a beautifully  ren- 
dered die  and  an  extensive  pedigree,  the  sort  of  coin  that  only  finds 
its  way  into  advanced  cabinets. 

PCGS  Population  (Head  ot  1794):  7;  10  finer  (MS-66  BN  finest).  This 
population  omits  the  MS-67  RB  Jung  S-24,  which  we  sold  in  July  2004  for 
$126,500,  as  that  piece  is  ine.xplicably  listed  on  the  pop  report  as  Head  of  1795. 

From  1913  to  1972,  this  com  was  only  ever  auctioned  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber. Ever  since,  it  has  only  ever  been  sold  in  January.  How  bizarre!  Perhaps  our 
consignor  saw  this  as  a sign  of  good  luck  before  consigning  it  to  the  present  sale. 

From  S.H.  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  John  Lyman  Collection,  Nooember 
1913,  Lot  401;  Henry  C.  Hines  to  H'illiam  Sheldon  in  1944;  Numis- 
matic Gallery’s  sale  of  the  Charles  A/,  IVilliams  Collection,  Nooember 
1930,  Lot  29;  Sew  Netherlands’ sale  of  the  R.E.  “Ted"  Naftzger  Col- 
lection, \ouemher  1973,  Lot  331;  RARCOA  to  Dennis  For^ue  to  Tho- 
mas ITerner;  Stach’’  sale  (if January  1987,  Du  837;  Anthony  Terranora; 
Sup-^-rior  Galleries’  sale  (J January  1989,  Du  3093;  Lirry 


75  1794  S-31.  Rarity-2.  F-15.  Sharpness  ofVF-30,  but  cleaned  and 
retoning  naturally.  Smooth  and  very  appealing,  with  dehghtful  light 
tan  color,  though  some  old  artificial  orange  still  clings  to  the  out- 
line of  Liberty  and  her  cap  as  well  as  some  protected  areas  of  the 
reverse.  Really  a very  nice  coin,  one  that  will  look  superb  once  the 
retoning  completes,  as  the  sharpness  and  surface  quality  is  excel- 
lent. A tiny  rim  nick  is  noted  over  I of  UNITED,  pit  at  first  A of 
AMERICA,  no  other  notable  problems.  A desirable  example  that 
will  repay  patience  with  excellent  color. 

76  1795  S-76b.  Rarity-l.  Plain  Edge.  VF-20.  Sharpness  of  EF-40, 
but  showing  some  surface  corrosion  and  recolored.  Mottled  ma- 
roon, tan,  and  dark  olive  patina  on  finely  granular  surfaces.  Glossy 
and  retaining  a measure  of  eye  appeal,  with  very  nice  detail  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse.  Some  deposits  of  corrosion  are  noted  in 
the  lower  left  obverse  field,  a few  horizontal  scrapes  are  present 
across  Liberty’s  face,  and  a faint  scratch  blends  in  left  of  OF  on  the 
reverse.  Not  as  bad  as  we  perhaps  make  it  sound,  as  there  is  a good 
bit  to  like  about  a Liberty  Cap  cent  as  sharp  as  this  one. 
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Exceptional  1811  Cent  Brockage 

A Stunning  Error 


f 


(2x  photo) 


77  1811  S-287.  Rarity-2.  Full  obverse  brockage,  5%  off  center. 

AU-55  (NGC).  One  of  the  most  eye-catching  large  cent  errors 
we  have  ever  seen,  a piece  that  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  famed 
brockage  collection  of  dealer  and  researcher  Richard  Picker.  Glossy 
medium  brown  with  ideal  smooth  surfaces.  Brockage  side  boldly 
impressed  and  trivially  misaligned  to  3:00,  normal  obverse  boldly 
off-center  to  9:00  with  a high  cupped  rim  from  12:00  to  5:30. 
The  brockage  is  deep  and  crisp  and  is  a wonder  to  behold.  While 
some  dates  are  more  common  than  others  for  brockages  (1817  re- 
verses come  to  mind),  brockages  of  this  design  type  are  elusive 
and,  when  found,  are  nearly  always  well  worn.  This  may  stand  as 
the  most  impressive  brockage  error  on  a Classic  Head  large  cent, 
and  belongs  in  a definitive  collection  of  large  cents  or  mint  errors. 

From  Coin  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Richard  Picker  Collection  of  brockages, 
May  1989,  Lot  1065;  Jerry  A.  Bobbe;  McCawIcy-Grelhnan’s  sale  of  the 
Mick  Arconti  Collection,  July  2003,  Lot  70. 


I 

I 


High-Grade  1814  Cent 
Crosslet  4 


78  1814  S-294.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Glossy  dark  brown  ton- 

ing with  underlying  coppery  tones  framing  the  peripheries.  Sharp 
and  attractive  with  hvely  surfaces  and  some  lustre.  A nick  on  Liberty’s 
cheek  is  noted  and  a tiny  as-struck  depression  is  present  beneath  the 
tip  of  her  hair  ribbon.  Difficult  to  find  as  a type  with  top-notch 
surfaces  and  good  eye  appeal,  and  worthy  of  strong  support. 

Lustrous  1814  Cent 

Plain  4 


79  1814  S-295.  Rarity-1.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  very 
attractive  light  brown  with  traces  of  frosty  gold.  A very  nice  qual- 
ity piece  with  abundant  cartwheel.  Only  some  light  hairlines  and  a 
diagonal  nick  at  central  reverse  preclude  a higher  Mint  State  grade. 
Late  die  state  with  “beard”  on  Liberty’s  chin  and  the  arc  break 
from  star  11  to  the  date.  An  excellent  type  coin  or  specimen  of  this 
final  date  before  the  break  of  1815. 

80  A pair  of  Mint  State  cents  from  the  Randall  Floard:  ☆ 1817 
Newcomb-14.  Rarity-1.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light  brown  with  a trace 
of  red  and  some  minor  spotting  ☆ 1818  N-10.  Rarity-1.  MS-6(). 
Glossy  dark  brown  with  a short  scratch  outside  star  3.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


81  1819/8  N-1.  Rarity-1.  AU-55.  A lovely  example  of  a very  popu- 

lar overdate  variety.  Frosty  medium  brown  surfaces  retain  a sig- 
nificant portion  of  lustre  and  tend  towards  tan  at  top  of  obverse 
and  bottom  half  of  reverse.  There  is  a tiny  dull  nick  on  Libcru-'s 
cheek,  another  in  the  lower  left  obverse  field,  and  a light  planchet 
Haw  at  E of  UNITED,  but  this  coin  still  looks  remarkably  choice. 
Rim  crumbling  above  stars  7 through  1 1 . A large  cent  that  would 
readily  be  called  Mint  State  by  most  in  the  marketplace  and  would 
be  a point  of  pride  for  any  owner. 
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1820  N-13.  Rarity-L  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Bold  cartwheel  lus- 
tre on  glossy  and  attractive  medium  brown  surfaces,  rich  mint  color 
persists  around  all  design  elements,  particularly  vivid  on  the  re- 
verse. Very  lively  for  a “brown”  coin,  with  all  the  lustre  expected 
of  this  Randall  Hoard  variety  and  excellent  color  as  well.  Only  a 
couple  tiny  spots  are  noted,  one  under  the  lowest  hair  curl,  and 
the  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  would  make  this  ideal  for  any  well- 
formed  type  collection. 


Bold  Mint  State  1836  N-3 


86  1836  N-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Exceptional  medium 

brown  with  excellent  lustre  and  some  lighter  color  barely  mel- 
lowed from  mint  red  around  the  obverse  periphery.  E.xcellent  eye 
appeal,  bold  and  frosty,  with  only  an  old  spot  left  of  C in  CENT 
and  a few  obverse  flecks  to  note.  A highly  attractive  example  of 
the  date. 


1820  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Abundant  orange- 
shaded  mint  color  with  irregularly  mellowed  areas  tending  to  deep 
maroon  but  not  quite  “brown.”  Boldly  lustrous,  very  frosty,  and 
attractive.  A dull  nick  is  noted  on  Liberty’s  cheek. 


1826  N-5.  Rarity-2+.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Strong  lustre  persists 
on  highly  attractive  frosty  light  brown  surfaces.  A splash  of  darker 
toning  is  present  over  STATES,  some  scattered  light  marks,  slide 
marks  noted  on  cheek,  generous  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  A far  nicer 
coin  that  most  we  see  at  this  grade  level. 


1826  N-6.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  dark  choco- 
late brown  with  olive  highlights  on  the  especially  lustrous  reverse. 
Good  eye  appeal,  though  magnified  scrutiny  shows  some  light 
deposits  of  inactive  verdigris  on  the  obverse.  Only  light  scattered 
marks  arc  present.  An  appealing  specimen  of  a date  that  is  more 
elusive  in  nice  shape  than  many  others  of  this  design  type. 


87  Trio  of  large  cents:  ☆ 1836  N-7.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  Pleasing 
smooth  tan  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  The  scarcest  die  variety  of 
the  year  in  far  above  average  quality  ☆ 1839  N-6.  Rarity-2.  AU- 
50+.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a trace  of  red  ☆ 1853  N-20.  Rarity-3. 
AU-50.  Glossy  light  brown.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


88  1838  N-5.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Rich  chocolate  brown, 

a particularly  choice  shade,  with  abundant  mint  color  clinging  to 
all  obverse  devices  as  well  as  the  central  reverse.  Excellent  lustre 
and  eye  appeal,  a bit  weakly  impressed  at  the  peripheries  like  most 
of  this  variety.  A linear  mint-made  struck-through  is  noted  be- 
neath the  lowest  hair  curl  right  of  the  date.  A very  pretty  cent  in 
nice  grade. 


89  1846  N-6.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Frosty 
olive-brown  with  attractive  bluish  highlights  and  much  mint  red 
adhering  to  obverse  devices.  Excellent  lustre  and  aesthetic  appeal. 
Recutting  at  base  of  6 is  bold,  no  significant  marks,  a minor  old 
spot  blends  in  left  of  O of  ONE  on  reverse.  An  excellent  choice 
for  a high-grade  date  or  type  set. 

90  1847  N-38.  Rarity-L  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  choco- 
late brown  with  lots  of  bright  mint  color  around  reverse  peripher- 
ies and  some  red  around  reverse  design  elements.  Aside  trom  a 
minor  nick  left  of  star  8,  we  note  no  significant  cont.ict  marks. 
pretty  specimen  with  e.xcellent  color. 
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91  1851  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Excellent  lustre  on 

choice  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  enlivened  by  red  on  most  ob- 
verse devices  and  some  of  the  reverse  lettering.  A minor  dig  under 
star  7 is  noted,  but  this  piece  is  of  very  nice  quality  for  the  assigned 
certified  grade. 


92  1851  N-39.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Remarkably  bold 

lustre  encircles  both  obverse  and  reverse  over  deep  violet-brown 
surfaces.  The  left  half  of  the  reverse  shows  an  impressive  amount 
of  bright  mint  color  with  traces  around  other  reverse  design  ele- 
ments, and  most  stars  and  the  date  are  likewise  surrounded  by  rich 
mint  color.  The  surfaces  are  immaculate.  A superb  example  in  all 
respects. 


93  1854  N-8.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mint  color  domi- 

nates, faded  in  areas  to  pleasing  medium  brown  with  violet  over- 
tones apparent,  with  abundant  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A 
frosty  gem  specimen,  free  of  spotting  and  a delight  to  behold.  A 
dull  keg  mark  in  front  of  Liberty’s  nose  blends  into  the  field  and 
no  other  marks  are  notable.  Grellman  state  b.  A very  pretty  red 
and  brown  specimen  of  the  date. 


SMALL  CENTS  ^ 

Our  selection  of  small  cents  takes  flight  with  a gem  Uncirculated  1857 
Flying  Eagle  cent,  quickly  followed  by  Proofs  of  several  early  dates  in  the 
Indian  cent  series,  including  a choice  Proof-63  RB  example  of  the  1864- 
L cent,  one  of  the  classic  rarities  among  small  cent  issues  of  any  era.  Virtu- 
ally every  other  date  m the  Indian  cent  series  is  represented,  most  in  gem 
Mint  State  and  Proof  Of  course,  no  ANR  sale  would  be  complete  with- 
out a selection  of  gem  and  choice  Mint  State  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents, 
and  we  have  other  classic  issues  from  the  Lincoln  cent  series  to  whet  your 
appetite,  including  several  nice  mintmarked  beauties  from  the  ‘teens  and 
‘20s,  and  including  a choice  Uncirculated  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  cent 
to  round  out  the  offering.  Though  small  in  content,  we  think  you’ll  agree 
that  our  small  cent  offering  is  high  in  quality! 


Gem  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


94  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Certified  as  a gem  by  PCGS, 
this  specimen  is  deeply  lustrous  overlaid  with  light  brown  toning. 
A few  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there.  The  first  year  of  one  of  the 
shortest  lived  types  in  the  American  series. 

PCGS  Population:  163;  13  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21,  1857,  the  Flying  Eagle  cent,  in  the 
new  copper-nickel  alloy,  weighing  88  grains,  and  of  small  diameter,  was  pro- 
duced in  quantity  in  the  ensuing  months.  On  May  25th,  the  pieces  were  first 
distributed  to  the  public,  including  in  the  yard  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  where 
two  booths  were  set  up — one  to  pay  out  the  new  cents  in  exchange  for  Spanish- 
American  coins,  and  the  other  to  exchange  the  new  copper-nickel  pieces  for  old 
copper  cents  and  half  cents. 

Before  long  such  pieces  were  plentiful  in  circulation.  Production  of  the  type 
continued  through  the  next  year.  However,  difficulties  arose  with  having  the 
designs  struck  up  properly.  The  heavy  “agricultural  wreath”  on  the  reverse, 
adapted  by  James  Longacre  from  his  own  $3  of  1854,  required  great  metal  flow 
in  the  die  to  bring  up  the  design  properly.  On  the  obverse  the  tail  and  head  of 
the  eagle  were  opposite  in  the  coining  press  from  the  wreath,  with  the  result 
that  the  metal  sometimes  could  not  flow  effectively  in  both  directions,  and  one 
or  another  area  was  weak.  The  problem  was  solved  in  1859  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Indian  Head  cent  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  also  a short-lived  type. 

95  Extensive  collection  of  small  cents  from  an  old  collection, 

housed  in  a National  Coin  Album  with  seven  pages.  Dates  range 
from  1857  through  1957,  with  the  following  issues  missing:  ☆ 1860 
☆ 1872  ☆ 1873  ☆ 1877  ☆ 1879  ☆ 1883  ☆ 1905  ☆ 1909-S  Indian  ☆ 
1909-S  V.D.B.  ☆ 1912  ☆ 1913-S  ☆ 1915  ☆ 1917-D  ☆ 1922  ☆ 1922- 
D ☆ 1923-S  ☆ 1924  ☆ 1925  ☆ 1926  ☆ 1927.  While  this  lot  should 
be  inspected  by  prospective  bidders,  we  present  here  some  general 
guidelines  as  to  grade.  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  from  1857 
through  1880  are  mostly  average  circulated  Good  to  VG,  with  a few 
finer,  and  a few  with  surface  problems.  After  1881,  the  grades  are 
mostly  VF  and  better  with  several  Uncirculated  pieces  and  an  1887 
in  Proof  The  Lincoln  cents  up  to  1928-S  are  generally  VF  and  finer, 
with  several  Uncirculated  pieces,  and  a few  with  surface  problems. 
The  1914-D  is  probably  the  most  significant  date  included  and  it  is 
an  essentially  problem-free  Fine.  From  1929  onward  the  set  is  es- 
sentially Mint  State  with  nearly  all  being  Red  or  Red  Browm.  The 
set  was  likely  assembled  in  the  1950s  and  1960s  and  it  offers  many 
nice  pieces  and  as  much  room  for  improvement.  A great  starter  set 
in  a National  Coin  album  that  is  nicely  preserved.  (Total:  176  pieces) 
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1858  Flying  Eagle.  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  me- 
dium gold  toning.  Needle-sharp  strike  in  all  areas,  which  is  not  usu- 
ally the  case.  A pleasing  example  of  this  curious  variety,  as  this  font 
of  punched  letters  was  not  used  elsewhere  in  circulating  coinage. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Cent 

Only  Year  of  Type 
Superb  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 

1859  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  not  only 
from  the  certification  data,  but  far  more  important,  for  its  superb 
eye  appeal  The  vast  majority  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  no  matter  what 
number  is  assigned  to  them,  are  dull  or  otherwise  have  problems 
of  one  sort  or  another.  The  present  piece  handily  outclasses  the 
competition  and  is  exceptional  in  this  regard.  There  are  a couple 
spots  on  the  obverse,  one  at  the  top  of  the  ribbon  and  one  at  the 
rim  on  the  right,  and  a few  flecks  on  the  reverse,  no  doubt  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  grading  service. 

NGC  Census:  2;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest). 

The  1859  Indian  cent  with  laurel  wreath  reverse  stands  as  one  of  relatively 
few  United  States  coin  designs  used  only  in  a single  year.  The  number  of  Proofs 
minted  is  not  known,  but  probably  was  not  many  more  than  1,000.  Why  the 
laurel  wreath  was  changed  in  1860  to  show  the  oak  wreath  and  shield  style  is  not 
clear,  as  the  cents  of  1859  struck  up  sharply  and  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  from  a 
minting  viewpoint. 


Splendid  Proof  1859  Cent 


1859  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  coin,  brilliant,  with 
the  obverse  as  brilliant  as  can  be,  the  reverse  with  slight  golden 
toning,  and  deep  mirror  surfaces  overall.  The  striking  is  exquisite, 
indeed  defttiitive  for  the  design.  The  “CAM”  designation  is  of  in- 
terest and  within  its  category  signifies  this  is  rare,  but  likely  many 
pieces  not  called  “CAM”  could  easily  be.  So  far  as  we  know  there 
was  only  one  die  pair  used  to  strike  Proofs. 

PCCS  Population:  4;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  Cameo 
finest) 


Another  1859  Proof  Cameo  Cent 


99  1859  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS) . Attractive  golden  surfaces  with 

hints  of  magenta  and  blue-green  iridescence  most  visible  on  the 
reverse.  One  of  an  estimated  1,000  or  so  Proofs  of  the  date  distrib- 
uted and  featuring  pleasing  cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  Cameo). 


Exceptional  1859  Indian  Cent 

Lustrous  Gem 


100  1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  one  of  the  nicest  1859  Indian  cents 

we  have  ever  seen,  from  the  standpoint  of  striking  detail.  All  ele- 
ments are  sharp,  including  the  feather  details  on  the  obverse  and 
the  leaves  on  the  reverse.  The  lustre  on  both  sides  is  rich  and  some- 
what satiny,  overlaid  with  delicate  light  toning  and  a few  flecks. 
The  coin  has  great  eye  appeal  and  will  be  a pleasing  addition  to  any 
specialized  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  107;  13  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


101  1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  A very  appealing 

example  of  this  issue,  a find  for  anyone  seeking  a piece  at  the  MS-64 
level.  Quite  a few  others  are  dull  and  unattractive.  This  one  is  not. 


Gem  1860  Pointed  Bust  Cent 

Elusive  Variety 


102  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck, 

and  with  nice  lustre  on  both  sides,  this  is  one  of  the  choicest  ex- 
amples we  have  seen  of  this  scarce  variety.  The  Pointed  Bust  cent 
was  not  widely  known  until  recent  years,  and,  heaven  knows,  we 
probably  handled  some  in  the  past  and  simply  attributed  them  as 
“regular”  1860  cents,  as  did  every  other  professional  in  existence. 
Now  there  is  a difference,  and  the  study  by  members  of  the  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Club  and  others,  h.ive  shown  that  the 
Pointed  Bust  variety  is  very  rare  in  comparison  to  the  regular  or 
Kounded  Bust. 
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This  particular  reverse  style,  with  a spade-shaped  shield  at  the  top,  seems  to 
have  sprung  from  almost  nowhere,  with  no  counterpart  among  pattern  cents  of 
1858  (a  veritable  playground  of  design  ideas).  Toward  the  end  of  1859  this  style 
was  used  on  some  transitional  pieces,  sometimes  called  patterns,  and  other  times 
considered  as  regular  issues  (such  as  in  the  18th  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalog  of 
United  States  Coins,  1958,  edited  byjohn  J.  Ford,  Jr.).  The  motifbecame  stan- 
dard either  in  late  1859  or  in  186(1,  depending  upon  your  mind  set.  The  reverse, 
although  characterized  as  an  oak  wreath,  actually  has  another  type  of  leaves,  pre- 
sumably laurel,  immediately  to  the  left  of  the  bow  ribbon,  after  which  the  com- 
position changes  to  oak.  On  the  right  side  of  the  wreath  oak  seems  to  be  used 
entirely.  Under  magnification  many  acorns  can  be  seen. 


103  1860  Rounded  Bust.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  golden  ton- 

ing and  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  Far  above  average  in  striking  sharp- 
ness. A very  nice  example  of  the  first  year  with  the  oak  wreath  and 
shield  reverse  and,  as  such,  an  ideal  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a 
type  set. 


104  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-64  (NGC).  Muted  yellow  gold  obverse, 

light  yellow  and  brown  toned  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  A nice  ex- 
ample of  this  elusive  variety,  widely  sought  in  recent  times. 


105  Quartette  of  Mint  State  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1860  Rounded  Bust. 

MS-63.  Lustrous  with  minute  spotting  visible  under  magnifica- 
tion ☆ 1873  Open  3.  MS-62  BN.  Original  mint  lustre  visible  in 
the  protected  areas  ☆ 1905  MS-64  RD.  Lustrous  with  minute  spot- 
ting noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1909-S  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
with  traces  of  an  old  fingerprint  and  minute  spotting  mostly  on 
the  obverse.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1861  Cent 


106  1861  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A pristine  specimen,  never  dipped  or 

brightened,  of  this  Proof  issue,  one  of  the  most  desired  in  the  cop- 
per-nickel scries.  The  specialist  in  Indian  cents  will  want  to  com- 
pete strongly  to  acquire  this.  Not  often  is  this  quality  encountered. 


Gem  Proof  1862  Cent 


107  1862  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Virtually  perfect,  sepa- 

rated from  that  ideal  byjust  a few  tiny  spots  here  and  there,  but  far 
finer  than  usually  seen. 


Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Cent 


108  1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  coin,  earning  high  marks  for  the 

assigned  grade  and,  separately,  high  marks  for  the  deep  rich  lustre, 
but  most  important  for  the  very  sharp  striking.  The  rule,  not  the  ex- 
ception, is  that  cents  of  this  date,  and  even  more  so  for  the  1864 
copper-nickel  issues,  are  flatly  struck,  usuahy  on  the  feathers.  The 
present  piece,  well  struck,  will  certainly  satisfy  its  next  owner. 


Extremely  Rare  Proof  1864  L Cent 
Fewer  than  20  Confirmed 


109  1864  L on  Ribbon.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Further  endorsed  by 

Eagle  Eye  and  accompanied  by  a ticket  or  photographic  card  from 
that  source.  Beyond  that  a letter  from  Walter  Breen  is  included.  The 
surfaces  are  mostly  red,  toning  in  a somewhat  mottled  fashion  to 
brown,  with  some  splashes  of  blue.  The  striking  is  very  sharp. 

The  full  story  of  the  Proof  1864  Indian  cent  with  L (for  Longacre) 
on  the  ribbon  has  been  the  subject  of  study  in  recent  years.  It  seems 
likely  that  some  Proofs  were  struck  in  1864,  and  some  others  were 
struck  later  in  1871,  the  latter  year  being  a time  when  the  Mint  per- 
haps sought  to  help  collectors  fill  m their  sets  (as  other  early  Proofs 
were  also  made).  No  mint  figures  exist  for  either  1864  or  1871,  so 
the  details  are  not  known.  A puzzlement  arises  in  that  while  re- 
viewing numismatic  auction  catalogues  and  other  literature  up 
through  and  including  1871,  wc  have  yet  to  come  across  a mention 
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ot  the  L on  Ribbon  feature  (if  someone  has  information  to  the  con- 
trary, we  would  be  pleased  to  receive  it).  Accordingly,  a collector  of 
Indian  Head  cents  in  1871  would  likely  want  a copper-nickel  cent 
of  this  year  and  also  a bronze  cent,  but  would  not  be  aware  that  two 
dilTerent  bronze  varieties  existed,  one  without  the  L (as  normally 
seen)  and  the  other  with  the  L. 

Whatever  the  total  number  made  was,  the  quantity  must  have 
been  small,  for  today  fewer  than  20  Proofs  have  been  verified.  Ac- 
cordingly, this  is  the  great  stumbling  block  in  the  formation  of  a 
complete  run  ofProofs  in  the  Indian  cent  series  from  1859  to  1909. 
Indeed,  there  is  no  close  contender. 

I'CGS  Population:  1;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  RB  finest). 

Accompanied  by  a Capital  Plastics  Holder  containing  a Walter  Breen  letter 
attesting  to  its  authenticity. 

Gem  1864  L Cent 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


110  1864  L on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  and  brilliant, 

mint  orange  with  just  some  tiny  shading  to  natural  brown.  Sharply 
struck.  One  of  the  nicest  1864  L cents  we  have  seen  in  a long  time. 
We  expect  a lot  of  action  when  this  crosses  the  block,  for  few  coun- 
terparts exist — never  mind  the  grading  numbers  (which  we  typi- 
cally discard  in  our  mind  when  evaluating  the  availability  of  pieces 
with  eye  appeal). 

Quite  a few  years  ago  we  had  occasion  to  go  through  a large 
quantity  of  unsorted  worn  Indian  cents.  In  looking  at  many  dated 
1864,  we  found  that  about  one  in  three  or  four  had  the  L on  the 
ribbon.  Accordingly,  this  might  give  a key  as  to  the  amount  minted, 
said  to  have  been  39,233,714  for  all  of  the  bronze  pieces. 

Lovely  Proof  1865  Cent 


111  1865  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  light  red- 

orange  surfaces,  highly  mirror  like,  and  very  attractive.  One  of  the 
nicest  Proofs  we  have  seen  of  this  date  in  a long  time,  and  this 
includes  those  graded  Proof-64  and  Proof-65.  An  Eagle  Eye  cer- 
tificate accompanies.  We  strongly  recommend  a “stretch”  bid  to 
land  this  beauty'  for  your  own  collection. 


Gem  Proof  1867  Indian  Cent 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

112  1867  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  red  surfaces  with  slight  con- 

trast between  the  devices  and  fields.  Virtually  all  design  features 
are  boldly  and  sharply  struck.  Some  minute  spotting  can  be  seen 
on  both  surfaces  under  low  magnification.  Among  the  finest  full 
red  Proofs  of  the  date  graded  by  PCGS,  with  none  exceeding  this 
numerical  grade  within  the  Red  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


113  1868  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  attractive. 

A planchet  defect  is  seen  in  the  field  just  before  OF,  but  not  suffi- 
ciently harmful  to  prevent  Eagle  Eye  from  issuing  a certificate. 
The  present  piece  is  quite  nice. 

MS-65  RD  1870  Cent 


114  1870  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  bright  orange-red  surfaces, 

deeply  frosty,  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  Among  the  nicest  circula- 
tion strikes  we  have  ever  seen. 

From  the  Richard  Collection,  as  noted  on  the  PCGS  label. 


115  1871  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Blended  red  and  brown  surfaces  ot 
the  popular  woodgrain  effect,  more  prominent  on  the  obverse  than 
on  the  reverse.  One  of  the  scarcest  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 

116  1872  MS-62  BN.  A lovely,  indeed  lovable  specimen,  presenting  to 
the  eye  just  about  anything  the  connoisseur  would  want  in  a truly 
nice  coin  of  this  key  date.  First  of  all,  the  lovely  natural  brown  ton- 
ing, is  evenly  and  nicely  blended  with  hints  of  original  red.  more 
on  the  reverse  than  the  obverse. 

The  lh72  is  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the  lndi,m  cent  scries  tavulirs' 
pieces  arc  difficult  to  find,  and  often  those  at  lower  levels,  such  as  the  MS-62  \\e 
assign  here,  can  lack  eye  appeal.  This  present  piece  has  cvervthmg  and  is  \\s>rih\  of 
a strong  hid. 
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Gem  Proof  1873  Cent 

Close  3 in  Date 


117  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  which 

has  never  been  dipped,  a piece  displaying  bright  original  mint  orange 
(called  red  by  the  grading  service),  with,  on  the  reverse,  some  nu- 
ances of  the  popular  woodgrain  effect.  One  of  the  nicest  Proofs 
we  have  ever  seen  of  this  date — and  we  certainly  have  seen  our 
share  or  more! 


Second  Gem  Proof  1873  Close  3 Cent 


1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A lively  orange  gem  with 
a touch  of  rose  creeping  in. 


118 


1873  Close  3 Indian  Cent 

MS-65,  Rare  So  Fine 


119  1873  Close  3.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  combin- 
ing a variety  and  grade  that  was  scarce  years  ago  and  is  even  scarcer 
today.  The  present  specimen  is  mostly  original  mint  red,  just  be- 
ginning to  naturally  fade  to  brown,  presenting  an  overall  attractive 
appearance.  Probably  this  could  be  called  “RD”  without  much 
fear  of  criticism.  As  it  is,  red  and  brown,  it  offers  a great  deal  of 
value  if  purchased  at  a price  attached  to  this  grade. 

120  1874  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant,  pale  orange,  with 
deep  mirror  surfaces.  Some  toning  areas  on  the  tips  of  the  first 
two  feathers  and  general  light  toning  on  the  reverse. 


Richly  Lustrous  1874  Cent 


121  1874  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with  rich  orange 

lustre  just  beginning  to  fade  to  natural  brown,  in  the  ever  popular 
woodgrain  style.  A really  nice  example  that  will  satisfy  any  ad- 
vanced collector’s  need  for  a circulation  strike  representative  of 
this  popular  date. 


122  1 875  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces, 

despite  the  “BN”  designation.  About  60%  to  70%  brown  and  30% 
or  40%  red,  from  a quick  glance. 


Gem  1876  Indian  Cent 


123  1876  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Rich  orange-red  lustre,  sharply  struck, 
and  very  beautiful.  Seemingly  original  color,  not  from  dipping.  A 
very  handsome  example  of  this  centennial  year  issue,  one  that  de- 
serves a strong  bid  from  the  advanced  buyer. 

124  1876  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A lustrous  example,  very  well  struck, 
exhibiting  a very  choice  blend  of  original  mint  orange  and  golden 
toning.  A piece  that  has  a tremendous  amount  of  eye  appeal. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1877  Cent 


125  1877  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange-red  surfaces,  well 

struck,  and  with  great  eye  appeal.  A lovely  cent,  never  dipped  (and 
as  such  in  the  minority  of  “RD”  Proofs)  and  never  fussed  with.  A 
coin  that  is  appealing,  and  one  that  we  expect  will  bring  a very 
generous  price — deservedly  so. 

The  mintage  of  the  Proof  1877  Indian  cent  is  not  known,  but  we  estimate  it 
at  perhaps  1,500  pieces.  The  Guide  Book  simply  lists  the  mintages  for  ii/ivr  Proofs, 
always  lower  than  for  Proof  cents,  and  adds  a + as  an  estimate. 

Generations  of  numismatists  have  worshipped  at  the  shrine  of  the  1877.  the 
key  date  in  the  series.  Although  examples  are  not  impossibly  rare  today,  but 
simply  are  scarce,  in  relationship  to  the  demand  for  them  they  are  hard  to  find. 
At  the  gem  level  quality  is  apt  to  vary  dramatically.  Among  Proofs,  many  that 
are  today  designated  as  brilliant  or  “RD"  are  that  way  by  virtue  of  having  been 
dipped  and  brightened.  Truly  pristine  Proofs,  as  here,  arc  sufficiently  m the 
minority  that  we  probably  see  only  one  or  two  per  year! 
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Marvelous  1877  Indian  Cent 

Really  Choice  Mint  State! 


126  1877  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  really  choice.  The 

added  comment  is  necessary,  as  so  few  coins  at  the  MS-64  RD 
category  are  truly  attractive.  Most  have  spotting,  dullness,  or  other 
problems.  Indeed,  this  piece  was  so  exceptional  that  Eagle  Eye  is- 
sued a special  certification  of  desirability,  signed  on  the  back  by 
Richard  Snow,  which  accompanies  the  present  coin. 

As  you  know  if  you  are  a longtime  reader  of  the  descriptions  we  turn  out, 
there  is  often  more,  far  more,  to  a coin  than  a simple  grading  number.  In  instances 
such  as  the  present,  when  the  grading  number  is  there  but  the  quality  is  incredible, 
far  finer  than  usually  seen,  the  knowing  buyer  is  recommended  to  reach  or  stretch 
to  acquire  it.  This  is  truly  one  of  the  nicest  Mint  State  1877  Indian  cents  we  have 
ever  seen — a significant  statement,  as  we  probably  have  seen  as  many  as  any  group 
of  professionals  in  numismatics. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1878  Cent 


127  1878  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  and  somewhat  light  orange 
surfaces,  deep  mirror  fields,  and  frosty  devices,  the  type  of  Proof 
that  could  be  called  “CAM”  if  desired.  Sharply  struck  and  quite 
attractive  overall,  of  special  interest  due  to  its  Condition  Census 
status  among  pieces  with  the  “RL)”  attribution. 

I'CCiS  Population:  9;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 

128  1878  Proot-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and  well  worth 
owning.  Although  this  is  RB,  it  has  most  of  its  original  color. 


130  Quartette  of  Proof  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1879  Proof- 

64  Ri3.  Reflective  with  splashes  of  iridescent  blue  ☆ 1883  Proof- 

65  BN.  Iridescent  gold,  blue-green,  and  lavender  highlights  over 
reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1912  Proof-64  BN.  Reflective  with  irides- 
cent sea  green  and  magenta  highlights  ☆ 1914  Proof-64  ILB.  Re- 
flective with  iridescent  magenta  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 


131 


1879  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  surfaces  just  beginning 
to  blend  to  light  brown.  Well  struck.  A very  handsome  coin. 


132  1879  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  mostly 

red  surfaces,  clearly  at  the  high  end  of  all  cents  with  the  “RB” 
designation.  Well  struck,  with  only  minor  softness  in  the  reverse 
shield  as  often  seen.  Some  minute  spotting  is  noted  under  low 
magnification. 


Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1884  Cent 
None  Finer  Graded 


133  1884  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  specimen,  nearly  full 

mint  orange  (red),  nicely  struck,  and  with  superb  eye  appeal.  One 
of  just  10  certification  events  by  PCGS  at  this  level  (not  necessarily 
representing  different  coins),  with  none  finer.  The  eye  appeal  of 
this  coin,  bright  original  color  just  beginning  to  show  a nuance  of 
natural  brown,  is  all  there. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 
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134  1884  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  This  Proof,  with  completely  orit^i- 

nal  surfaces,  mint  orange  nicely  blended  to  natural  brown,  would 
suit  us  perfectly  if  we  were  putting  together  a gem  set.  The  qualm' 
is  all  there,  and,  remarkably,  it  has  not  been  improved  by  "coin 
doctors”  or  anyone  else.  Not  rare  overall,  but  certainly  elusive  with 
this  combination  of  eye  appeal  and  untouched  surfaces. 


1878  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  finest 
seen,  vvath  bright  orange  lustre  gently  toning  to  natural  brow’ii.  Well 
struck  and  with  great  eye  appeal.  A “must  have”  coin  for  the  con- 
noisseur and  advanced  collector. 


Splendid  1884  Proof  Cent 
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Exceptional  Quality  1884  Cent 

Proof-66  RD 


135  1884  Proof-66  RD  Cameo  (PCGS).  All  exceptional  quality 

piece,  about  as  nice  as  exists  anywhere.  If  a superb  gem  is  on  your 
want  list  or  wish  list,  the  desire  can  be  fulfilled  here. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 

Exceptional  Proof  1884  Cent 


! 136  1884  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Another  truly  exceptional  speci- 

men, pristine  original  orange-red  color  with  just  a nuance  of  natural 
toning.  Deep  mirror  surfaces,  frosty  devices,  and  anything  and 
everything  else  that  could  be  desired — a coin  to  take  home  and 
keep  forever! 


Superb  Gem  1886  Cent 

Proof,  Type  I 


138  1886  Type  I.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Although  this  is  called 

“RB”  you  can  go  ahead  and  bid  on  it  as  ifit  were  called  “RD”  for 
it  is  just  as  red-orange  as  many  we  have  seen.  Indeed,  it  is  lovely, 
gorgeous,  and  well  worth  owning.  Please  ignore  the  color  desig- 
nation on  the  label  when  bidding!  At  least,  that  is  what  we  would 
do  if  we  were  adding  this  into  a superb  gem  set. 


Glittering  Gem  Proof  1887  Cent 


139  1887  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  A glittering  bright  orange  Proof with 

some  splashes  of  iridescent  toning,  particularly  at  the  center  of  the 
obverse.  A few  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there,  including  one  on 
the  rim  below  the  date.  Under  high  magnification  there  is  some 
graininess,  possibly  from  the  die.  Among  gem  Proof  1887  Indian 
cents  given  the  “RD”  designation  by  NGC  this  is  clearly  Condi- 
tion Census,  tied  with  only  two  others  and  with  only  one  finer. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  RD). 


Marvelous  Proof  1885  Cent  ' 


i 137  1885  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  ranking  ex- 

tremely high  in  overall  quality — surface,  eye  appeal,  and  strike, 

I and  given  an  Eagle  Eye  Seal  accordingly.  Although  the  rarity  of 

Proofs  and  circulation  strikes  should  be  considered  separately,  in 
this  regard  the  1884  is  not  a rarity  within  the  decade,  the  fact  re- 
mains that  as  a date  this  is  the  most  prized  of  its  time.  The  circula- 
tion strike  mintage  was  small,  placing  an  additional  demand  on 
the  Proofs.  This  and  certain  other  Proofs  in  the  listing  of  Indian 
cents  arc  simply  extraordinary  for  their  quality,  and  we  strongly  sug- 
gest that  caution  be  thrown  to  the  winds,  or  at  least  almost,  and 
that  connoisseurs  take  special  notice  of  the  opportunity. 

From  the  Ueatli^ate  Collection. 


140  1887  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  surfaces  beginning  to 

fade  to  natural  brown — an  “original”  example,  and  not  easy  to 
find  as  such. 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1890  Cent 


141  1890  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange-red,  just  begin- 

ning to  tone,  with  some  areas  of  magenta.  A lovely  specimen  of 
the  1890  issue,  this  piece  will  be  at  home  in  any  collection  of  ex- 
ceptional quality. 

From  the  Palm  Beach  Collection. 
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142  1890  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  orange  surfaces  just 

beginning  to  blend  to  natural  brown — an  “as  you  like  it”  coin  from 
the  aspect  of  color,  lustre,  and  cjuality. 


143  1891  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Orange-red  color  blending  to  light 

brown  in  areas,  somewhat  mottled  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1892  Cent 


144  1892  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  Red-orange  surfaces,  with  delicate 

toning  just  beginning  to  form.  A few  microscopic  flecks  here  and 
there,  and  some  minor  friction  in  the  obverse  field  are  noted. 
NGC  Census:  9;  5 finer  with  the  designation  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 

Gorgeous  1898  Proof  Cent 


145  1898  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  Bright  yellow-orange,  with  the  re- 

verse being  red-orange  and  lightly  toned.  A few  tiny  flecks  are  seen 
on  the  reverse.  A significantly  above  average  example  of  this  issue. 
NCC  Census:  7;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 


Gem  Proof  1904  Cent 


148  1904  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Both  surfaces  are  a rich  orange- 

purple  hue,  tending  toward  magenta  in  certain  areas.  Sharply 
struck.  The  mintage  of  Proofs  of  this  era  was  fairly  low  in  com- 
parison to  the  production  of  two  decades  earlier. 

Spectacular  Indian  Cent  Mint  Error 
Double  Struck,  Two  Dates 


149  1907  Indian  cent.  Double  struck.  VF-30  (NGC).  A spectacular 
error,  struck  once  in  the  press,  rotated  slightly,  shifted  about  50% 
off  center,  and  then  struck  a second  time,  with  the  lucky  numis- 
matic consequence  that  two  dates  are  visible.  A dramatic  Indian 
cent  error.  If  you  want  only  one  Indian  cent  in  your  collection,  per- 
haps this  is  it! 

150  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Full  fiery  red  lustre 
across  the  mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of 
this  first  Lincoln  cent  issue. 

Gem  Mint  State  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


151  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  and  sharply  struck  with  iri- 

descent bluish  green  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  A lovely  example 
of  this  most  famous  and  popular  Lincoln  cent. 


146  1899  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange-red,  beautiful,  and 

of  sullicient  quality  that  a few  tiny  flecks  do  not  make  much  of  a 
difference.  Easily  as  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  graded  a number 
higher. 


147  1902  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  Bright  orange-red  surfaces  with  ac- 

cents of  pale  silver  blue  on  the  obverse.  Radiantly  lustrous. 


Choice  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


152  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  one  ot 

the  nicest  we  have  seen  recently  at  the  MS-64  RD  grade  level  (qual- 
ity can  vary  all  over  the  place,  as  advanced  buyers  know).  If  this, 
quite  possibly  the  most  popular  rarity  of  the  20th  century,  is  on 
your  want  list,  you  might  want  to  take  this  one  home. 
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Mint  State  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  The  present  piece  retains 
nearly  full  original  mint  lustre,  with  a number  of  flecks  and  tiny 
spots,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  The  striking  is  excellent.  The 
mintmark  S is  out  of  alignment  and  leans  to  the  right. 


Another  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  Cent 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  WeU  struck.  Heavily  striated 
gold  and  brown  surfaces  from  a poor  alloy,  a problem  that  plagued 
the  early  Lincoln  cent  issues. 

From  the  Garrison  Collection. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  with  a couple 
of  long  old  scratches  on  each  side  that  are  not  particularly  evident 
unless  under  magnification.  Lovely  golden  brown  surfaces. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  some  lus- 
tre. Well  struck  and  with  pleasing  appearance,  a dandy  example  at 
this  grade  level. 


Quartette  of  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ Net  F-15;  sharp- 
ness ofVF-30,  scratches  ☆ F-15  (2)  ☆ VG-10.  Each  with  smooth 
brown  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1909-S/S  S over  Horizontal  S.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A bright 
orange-red  example  of  this,  the  first  die  punching  error  in  the  Lin- 
coln cent  series.  A few  minor  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there,  not 
negative  enough  to  be  concerned  with  at  the  MS-65  grade.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  recent  times. 


159  Quintette  of  branch  mint  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909-S  (2).  MS- 
63  BN,  EF-45  ☆ 1911-D  MS-60  BN  ☆ 1914-1)  (2).  F-12,  VG-8. 
A nice  group.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

160  1910  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  of  a Matte 
Proof  cent,  one  of  the  nicest  seen,  even  though  it  is  not  called 
“Proof-67  Ultra  Marvelous  Gem”  or  anything  like  this.  The  sur- 
faces are  original  orange-red,  now  beginning  to  lightly  tone  to 
brown,  with  a few  splashes  of  gunmetal-blue  on  the  reverse.  Very 
few  coins  with  original  color  survive,  the  majority  having  that  at- 
tribute by  virtue  of  cleaning  and  “doctoring.”  The  connoisseur 
can  well  be  satisfied  with  this  piece — it  is  high  quality  and  com- 
pletely original. 


161  1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mottled  orange-yel- 

low surfaces.  Original  color  is  just  beginning  to  tone.  Fairly  well 
struck,  as  are  most  of  this  date  and  mint. 


Bright  Matte  Proof  1912  Cent 


162  1912  Matte  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold  surfaces 

with  some  parallel  streaks  of  brown,  the  orientation  due  to  the 
planchet  preparation  process  through  the  rolling  mill  and 
drawbench.  ' 

Similar  to  the  situation  for  most  Matte  Proofs  the  striking  de- 
tails are  excellent.  The  present  piece  is  quite  a bit  more  brilliant 
than  typically  seen. 


163  Group  ofMint  State  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1912  MS-64  RD  ☆ 1913- 
S MS-63  RB  ☆ 1915  MS-64  (3).  RD  (2),  BN  ☆ 1923-S  MS-62 
BN  ☆ 1924  MS-64  RB  ☆ 1925  MS-63  RD  ☆ 1926  MS-64  RI9 
☆ 1927  MS-64  RD.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  a few  hav- 
ing minute  spots  noted  under  magnification.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


164 


1912-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  well  struck, 
with  rich  lustre.  A few  microscopic  flecks  are  scarcely  worthy  of 
mention.  Under  careful  inspection  a tiny  depression  is  seen  at  the 
top  of  the  upright  of  T (CENT).  All  told  this  is  a truly  beautiful 
piece,  fully  equal  to  some  graded  in  the  MS-65  range.  If  Lincoln 
cents  are  your  forte,  consider  this  one  carefully. 
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1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Original  mint  red  with  some  brown 
Hecks  and,  on  the  reverse,  a small  area  of gunmetal-blue.  Not  easy 
to  find  with  this  much  original  color. 

From  the  LaBute  Collection. 


166  1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Original  mint  color  fading  to  light 

brown,  with  some  flecks  here  and  there  on  both  sides. 


167  1914-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  mint  red  and  orange  with 
some  brown  toning  and,  especially  on  the  reverse,  scattered  flecks. 

168  Pair  of  Lincoln  cents  grading  MS-64  RD:  ☆ 1917-D  ☆ 1922- 
D.  Both  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


169  Trio  of  1922-D  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ MS-64  RT).  Lustrous  and  at- 
tractive ☆ MS-63  RD  (2).  Both  are  lustrous  with  traces  of  faint 
speckling.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

170  Trio  of  1922-D  Lincoln  cents  grading  MS-63  RB:  All  are  lustrous 
and  attractive  with  minute  spotting  visible.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

171  Quartette  of  1922-D  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  and 
attractive  ☆ Weak  L).  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  ☆ MS-62  RD.  Lus- 
trous with  some  minute  spotting  noted  ☆ MS-62  Ri3.  Splashes  of 
mint  lustre  visible  in  the  protected  areas.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Key  1926-S  Lincoln  Cent 


173  1926-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Orange-red  surfaces  with  some  ma- 

genta toning.  Fairly  “bright”  overall.  In  higher  grades  with  color 
the  1926-S  is  one  of  the  more  elusive  issues  in  the  series,  and  full 
original  red  specimens  are  so  rare  that  years  may  lapse  between  of- 
ferings (a  situation  that  is  not  particularly  evident,  as  a number  of 
dipped  pieces  have  been  categorized  as  such). 

NGC  Census:  26;  2 finer  within  designation  (MS-66  ILB). 


(2x  photo) 


Lustrous  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 


174  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A richly  lus- 
trous specimen  with  glossy  light  brown  surfaces  punctuated  by  a 
few  hints  of  original  mint  red.  A treat  to  the  eye,  this  will  be  a 
delight  to  own,  representing  as  it  does  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
all  20th-century  varieties. 

175  1972  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-66  RD  (ICG).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  A splendid  example  of  this  popular  scarce  issue  from  a 
generation  ago — with  enough  around  that  just  about  anyone  can 
atford  one,  offering  a pleasant  diversion  to  the  run  of  dates  and 
mints  from  this  period. 


Key  1924-D  Lincoln  Cent 

Gem  Mint  State 


172  1924-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red-orange  with  some  light 

toning  to  natural  brown  and  a few  flecks.  With  a significantly  bet- 
ter strike  than  typically  seen  for  1924-1),  and  quite  rare  with  origi- 
nal ''not  “improved")  lustre.  A very  nice  example  that  deserves  a 
pl.ii  c in  .1  high-quality  specialized  set  of  Lincoln  cents. 
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TWQ-CENT  PIECES 

I Our  offering  ot  two-cent  pieces  is  particularly  rich  in  a curious  category 
\ of  Proofs — pieces  certified  as  Proof-64,  but  with  sufficient  eye  appeal,  in 
most  instances,  that  they  challenge  “Proof-65  money.”  These  pieces  were 
. gathered  with  care  for  a long  period  of  years. 

The  two-cent  piece  became  a reality  in  spring  1864,  a time  in  which 
‘ there  were  no  silver  and  gold  coins  in  circulation  in  the  East  or  Midwest, 

! and  the  need  for  small  change  was  officially  filled  only  by  one-cent  pieces 
in  terms  ot  coinage,  plus  many  other  media  of  exchange,  including  Frac- 
tional Currency  bills  (first  released  in  August  1862),  encased  postage 
-.  stamps.  Civil  War  tokens,  scrip  notes,  and  more.  The  new  denomina- 
I tion  was  launched  to  a flying  start,  and  was  accepted,  until  just  one  year 
1 later  the  nickel  three-cent  piece  made  its  debut,  after  which  two-cent 
i pieces  became  redundant.  Mintages  diminished  over  a long  period  of 
j years,  to  the  vanishing  point  in  1873  at  which  time  only  Proofs  were 
f made  for  collectors. 
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1864  Large  Motto.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example 
at  this  grade  level,  the  present  piece  has  nicely  blended  surfaces.  A 
few  spots  are  seen  on  the  reverse,  not  unusual.  The  eye  appeal  is 
far  finer  than  normally  encountered. 

The  rarity  of  Proof  two-cent  pieces  in  higher  grades  is  not  generally  recog- 
nized. Most  of  those  that  come  on  the  market  have  been  dipped  or  otherwise 
improved,  with  the  number  of  originals  diminishing  year  by  year. 


177  Quartette  of  Proof  two-cent  pieces:  ☆ 1864  Large  Motto. 
Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Reflective  smooth  brown  surfaces  ☆ 1866 
Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Rich  brown  surfaces  ☆ 1868  Proof-64  ILB 
(PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1871  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Re- 
flective mint  red  obverse  with  deep  red  at  the  periphery,  minute 
spots  noted.  The  reverse  is  lovely  satiny  smooth  brown.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

178  Quartette  of  Proof  RB  two-cent  pieces:  ☆ 1864  Large  Motto. 
Proof-63  (PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  with  splashes  of  iridescent 
blue  and  magenta  ☆ 1865  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  with  rich 
gunmetal-blue  on  the  obverse  the  reverse  with  sea  green  and  ma- 
genta ☆ 1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  golden  brown  sur- 
faces ☆ 1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  with  speckled  toning 
on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


179  1865  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A superb  example  at  the  Proof-65 

level,  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  a long  time.  Yet,  it  is  quite  ntar- 
velous  that  the  market  value  of  this  is  perhaps  less  than  $1,000. 


180  1867  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely  blended  toning  over  deep 

mirrored  surfaces.  Another  very  elegant  Proof,  one  that  will  an- 
swer the  call  for  anyone  seeking  a truly  high  quality  example. 


181  1867  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Light  golden  orange  obverse,  reverse 

lightly  mottled  brown  toning.  Sharply  struck.  Probably  in  the  top 
25%  of  existing  pieces  from  the  standpoint  of  quality. 


182  1867  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  most  original  mint 

color.  A tiny  spot  is  seen  on  the  shield,  probably  taking  it  down  a 
notch  on  the  grading  ladder.  Quite  attractive  overall. 


183 


1868  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  brown  surfaces, 
nicely  blended.  A few  flecks  here  and  there,  as  normal,  but  an- 
other piece  that  stands  far  above  the  quality  typically  seen. 

If  you  contemplate  collecting  Proof  two-cent  pieces  by  date  sequence,  it 
will  be  well  worth  your  while  to  pause  and  reflect  upon  the  offering  here.  The 
quality  is  significantly  above  average,  probably  the  result  of  at  least  several  coins 
being  considered  by  the  purchaser  before  a given  specimen  was  acquired. 


184  1869  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely  blended  toning  over  virtu- 

ally pristine  surfaces.  Another  Proof  two-cent  piece  of  truly  ex- 
ceptional quality.  This  section  of  the  catalogue  represents  one  of 
the  nicest  offerings  we  have  seen  in  a long  time. 
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185  1869  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Somewhat  mottled  toning  with 

some  Hecks,  red  and  brown.  Not  quite  as  nice  as  the  other  Proof- 
65  issues  in  this  listing,  but  still  quite  worthwhile. 


186  1870  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original  mint  color, 

with  just  a few  Hecks.  An  exceptional  example  of  this  somewhat 
scarce  date. 


Gem  Proof  1872  Two  Cents 


187  1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Proof with  red  and  brown  surfaces, 

somewhat  cloudy  (probably  could  be  improved  with  very  careful 
conservation  to  remove  the  cloudiness,  but  not  dipping).  This  seems 
to  be  the  chrysalis  of  what  could  be  a splendid  numismatic  butter- 
Hy.  Perhaps  those  involved  in  the  conservation  trade  could  study 
this,  buy  it,  and  make  a few  dollars  through  expert  care. 

The  1872  is  quite  scarce  in  all  grades.  It  has  been  our  experience 
that  there  are  fewer  nice  1872  Proofs  around  than  there  are  of  the 
more  famous  1873. 


Classic  1873  Two-Cent  Rarity 

Close  3 


188  1873  Close  3.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely  blended  mint  or- 

ange-red with  natural  brown.  A splendid  specimen,  far  above  av- 
erage, of  the  last  of  the  two-cent  pieces,  an  issue  struck  only  in 
Proof  format  with  no  related  coins  for  general  circulation. 

PCGS  Population:  15:  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


NICKEL  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

What  better  way  to  start  an  offering  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  than  with 
a gem  Proof  1865  rarity  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type?  Struck  in 
limited  quantities  after  hundreds  of  sets  were  released  without  this  “Johnnie- 
come-lately”  issue,  this  rarity  has  long  been  a focus  of  serious  collectors  of 
Longacre’s  little  “nickels”  (for  such  they  were  once  called).  Many  other  dates 
are  featured,  including  a gem  Mint  State-66  1871,  a memorable  specimen 
that  should  see  enthusiastic  bidding  support.  There’s  an  awful  lot  of  beauty 
and  quality  contained  in  this  short  offering — just  30p  in  face  value — a fact 
that  we’re  certain  won’t  go  unnoticed  by  our  bidders. 


Connoisseur’s  1865  Three  Cents 

Superb  Gem  Proof 


189  1865  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Specialists  and  connoisseurs 

seeking  Proof  nickel  three-cent  pieces  know  that  one  coin  stands 
tall  and  proud  above  the  others  in  terms  of  rarity — it  is  the  first 
year  ot  issue,  1865.  In  that  year  coins  of  this  denomination  were 
not  produced  until  after  many  Proof  sets  had  been  sold  lacking 
such  pieces.  While  some  acquired  single  examples  to  fill  in,  some 
didn’t.  Today,  Proofs  of  this  year  are  very  scarce.  When  seen  they 
are  apt  to  be  significantly  lower  in  assigned  grade  than  here,  and 
far  lower  in  terms  of  eye  appeal.  The  present  coin  brings  it  all  to- 
gether— sharp  strike,  deep  mirror  surfaces,  delicate  golden  ton- 
ing, eye  appeal,  and  everything  else.  We  expect  a lot  of  interest 
when  this  crosses  the  block,  foremost  from  specialists,  but  its  sta- 
tus as  the  first  year  of  the  type  will  appeal  to  those  assembling  sets 
by  design.  Get  ready,  get  set,  and  go! 

Under  magnification  it  is  seen  that  the  last  two  digits  are  significantly 
repunched  at  the  upper  left. 


Exceptional  Proof  1867  Nickel  30 


190  1867  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilhantand  attractive  with  deli- 

cate champagne  toning.  A very  nice  Proof,  indeed  exceptional. 
Proofs  of  the  1860s  are  several  times  rarer  than  Proofs  ot  the  1880s, 
although  this  is  not  generally  known  (except  for  those  who  read  all 
of  the  “stuff’  that  we  write  on  such  subjects).  Beautiful  strike  with 
all  of  the  vertical  ribs  in  III  sharp. 
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191  1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  very  attractive  example. 

Some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  reverse.  Obverse  die  somewhat 
bulged.  A very  interesting  Proof  under  magnification.  Proof  examples 
of  this  decade  are  significantly  rarer  than  those  of  20  years  later. 


Superb  Proof  1870  30 


192  1870  Proof-66  (NGC).  Delicate  lilac  toning  over  surfaces  that 

are  a mixture  of  satin  and  mirror  on  the  obverse,  mirror  on  the 
reverse.  The  way  these  Proofs  varied  from  year  to  year  within  this 
series  is  an  interesting  study. 


Memorable  Gem  1871  Three  Cents 


193  1871  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  as  can  be,  and  sharply 

struck  in  most  areas,  this  coin  is  one  of  the  most  memorable  we 
have  ever  seen.  The  lustre  is  rich,  deep,  and  virtually  three  dimen- 
sional. Some  clash  marks  are  seen  under  close  examination.  On 
the  reverse  there  is  some  lightness  of  strike  to  the  left  of  the  III 
Roman  numeral  and  at  the  upper  right  of  the  wreath.  At  this  grade 
level  Proofs  are  much  more  easily  found  than  are  Mint  State  pieces. 
Today  many  specialists  collect  them  in  parallel — forming  a set  of 
Mint  State  pieces  and  also  a set  of  Proofs,  each  one  of  which  marches 
to  a different  drummer  with  regard  to  rarity  and  availability. 


Key  1877  Three  Cents 

Rarest  of  the  Series 


(2x  photo) 

194  1877  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  this  par- 

ticular 1877  has  deep  mirror  surfaces,  an  exception  to  the  1877  rule,  as 
most  are  partly  frosty.  The  striking  is  bold,  the  appearance  is  first 
class,  and  all  told  this  coin  has  few  peers  anywhere  in  numismatics. 
Certainly  worth  a “stretch”  bid  by  the  specialist  in  this  series. 


It  is  our  estimate  that  perhaps  1,250  to  1,500  1877  nickel  three-ccnt  pieces 
were  made,  all  in  Proof  format,  none  as  circulation  strikes.  The  Proof  finish  of 
this  year  was  typically  not  complete,  not  deeply  mirrorlike,  but  on  balance  more 
mirrorlike  than  those  of  1878  (examples  of  which  often  come  “frosty,”  quite 
resembling  circulation  strikes,  though  only  Proofs  were  struck). 


195  1879  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A brilliant,  beautiful  example 

with  just  a whisper  of  lilac  toning.  Deep  mirror  surfaces,  not  al- 
ways the  case  with  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  this  date.  The  cen- 
ters of  the  8 and  9 are  filled  in  on  the  die,  giving  them  a particu- 
larly solid  appearance.  The  reverse  die  has  been  relapped  m the 
polishing  process,  not  unusual,  resulting  in  some  slight  discon- 
nection of  elements  at  the  lower  right.  This  same  feature  is  seen 
on  other  Proofs  of  the  era. 


196  1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  wdth  just  a hint  of  toning.  A 

boldly  impressed  Proof,  full  mirror  surfaces.  The  interiors  of  the 
two  center  digits  are  filled,  giving  the  date  an  especially  bold  ap- 
pearance. 


197  1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  mottled  gold  and  brown  toning 

on  the  obverse,  mottled  gray  on  the  reverse.  Scarce  Proof-only  date. 


198  1888  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  lustrous  coin,  attributed  as  a 

Proof,  as  it  may  be,  but  with  satiny  lustre  overall,  if  anything  even 
more  attractive  than  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Adding  to  that  is  a deli- 
cate lilac  toning  overall  with  some  hints  of  iridescence.  All  told 
this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1888  nickel  three-cent  pieces  we  have  ever 
laid  eyes  upon. 

In  this  era  and  also  extending  back  to  1877,  many  Proof  nickel  three-cent 
pieces  are  not  deeply  mirrorlike  but,  instead,  have  satiny  fields,  as  here,  with  no 
deep  reflection  at  all.  That  these  are  Proofs  is  evidenced  by  the  appearance  of 
related  coins  in  original  Proof  sets  from  these  years.  The  Mint  did  not  take  care 
to  polish  the  dies.  Numismatically  and  price-wise  this  makes  little  ditterence 
today,  for  pieces  with  satiny  lustre  are  perhaps  even  more  desired,  as  noted  above. 
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SILVER  THFLEE-CENT  PIECES 

Our  offering  of  silver  three-cent  pieces,  called  trimes  in  Treasury  corre- 
spondence of  the  era,  is  exceptional.  This  is  a highly  collectible  series,  with 
no  “impossible”  rarities.  And  yet,  many  pieces  are  indeed  elusive  and  rare. 
It  is  just  that  they  are  not  particularly  high  priced.  Nowhere  is  this  more 
evident  than  on  coins  from  the  Civil  War  through  the  end  of  the  series, 
1873.  Most  of  the  pieces  in  this  section  were  carefully  gathered  by  a con- 
signor with  an  eye  for  quality,  with  the  result  that  most  certified  as  MS-64 
go  beyond  that  in  terms  of  value  and  eye  appeal.  All  silver  three-cent  pho- 
tographs are  2x. 


199  1859  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Undergraded  Proof-64,  in  our  opinion, 
this  piece  handily  competes  with  those  in  the  Proof-65  category. 
Just  check  it  out.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  delicately  toned  an 
iridescent  hue  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  striking  is  exquisite. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  nicest  pieces  we  have  ever  seen  of  any  Proof 
of  this  date.  Further  important  as  the  first  year  ofissue  of  the  Type 
III  design.  A very  impressive  coin! 

200  Pair  of  silver  three-cent  pieces  grading  Proof-63  (PCGS): 

☆ 1859  ☆ 1860.  Both  with  splashes  ofbluish  gray  and  golden  rose 
toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Gorgeous  Proof  1861  Trime 


201  1861  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  centers  change 
to  magenta  and  blue.  A simply  gorgeous  piece,  well  struck,  and  of 
sufficient  quality  that  if  it  brought  a “Proof-64  price”  we  would 
not  be  surprised  and  it  would  be  fully  worth  it.  One  glance  at  the 
coin  will  convince! 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  DCAM 
finest). 

202  1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  golden  toning,  with  some 
flecks  of  blue,  over  mirrored  surfaces.  One  of  just  550  Proofs 
minted. 

203  Pair  of  silver  three-cent  pieces  grading  Proof-63  (PCGS): 
☆ 1862.  Reflective  golden  rose  with  splashes  ofbluish  gray  ☆ 
186>6.  Reflective  with  hints  of  golden  rose  on  both  surfaces.  (To- 
tal: 2 pieces) 


204  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Iridescent  “album  toning,”  halo  effect, 

changing  from  magenta  at  the  center  to  blue  and  gold  at  the  rims. 
Scarce  Civil  War  year.  Just  460  Proofs  were  made,  the  lowest  fig- 
ure of  the  era. 

Fantastic  Gem  1863  Trime 


205  1863  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  deeply  lustrous,  and  exception- 
ally well  struck,  this  piece  is  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was  minted.  The 
fields  are  deeply  lustrous,  the  striking  is  excellent  except  for  a weak- 
ness near  the  topmost  star  point,  and  overall  the  quality  is  of  a 
degree  seldom  encountered  in  the  marketplace.  As  if  this  were  not 
enough,  the  1863  registers  a low  mintage  ofjust  21,000  circula- 
tion strikes. 

206  1864  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  mottled  iridescent  toning,  with 
splashes  of  magenta  and  blue,  over  deep  mirrored  surfaces.  An  es- 
pecially attractive  example  of  this  issue. 

The  Proof-64  trimes  in  this  section  are  generally  far  above  average  for  that 
grade  and,  in  the  instance  of  the  earlier  mentioned  1859,  truly  extraordinary.  If 
you  are  a slave  to  grading  numbers,  then  these  are  “only”  Proof-64.  However, 
if  you  care  to  look  beyond  that,  confronting  you  will  be  some  coins  of  excep- 
tional quality. 


207  1865  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  medium  gold  and  blue  toning 

over  mirrored  surfaces.  A gem  specimen  of  a date  that  is  elusive  in 
all  grade  categories. 

Gem  Proof  1866  Trime 


208  1866  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  surfaces  with  delicate  iri- 

descent toning.  Nicely  struck.  A superb  exemplar  of  this  elusive  date. 

The  formation  of  a collection  of  trimes  is  an  interesting  cndcawr.  and  one 
that  is  quite  satisfying.  The  coins  themselves  are  rather  small,  thus  removing  them 
from  consideration  by  many — especially  those  who  en|ov  “hefts  ' pisves  such  .o 
silver  dollars  and  double  eagles.  However,  within  the  context  of  stnall  diameter 
pieces  the  trimes  are  quite  fascinating  and  are  soiness  hat  overhuikevl 
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A complete  run  ofdates  can  be  assembled  from  1851  through  1873  inclusive, 
plus  the  solitary  branch  mint  issue  of  1851-0.  Generally,  the  Type  1 trimes  of 
1851-1853  are  readily  available  in  Mint  State,  the  Type  11  pieces  of  1854-1858 
sometimes  are,  but  sharp  strike  is  a formidable  challenge.  Type  III  pieces  from 
1859-1873  can  be  acquired  in  Proof  or  a mixture  of  Proof  and  Mint  State  pieces, 
although  Mint  State  coins  after  about  1865  are  seldom  seen.  Price  levels  seem  to 
be  rather  modest,  especially  at  the  MS-64  and  Proof-64  levels,  as  these  numbers 
have  not  attracted  investors.  Even  for  gems  the  cost  is  not  high.  Quality  is  quite 
separate  from  numerical  designations,  and  because  of  this  you  can  be  prepared  to 
spend  several  years  assembling  a full  set  in  MS-64  (or  Proof-64)  or  finer  grade,  the 
stumbling  blocks  being  sharply  struck  examples  of  the  Type  11. 


209  1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gunmetal-blue  toning  over  deep 

mirrored  surfaces.  A splendid  piece,  a rarity  that  has  an  incredibly 
low  market  value  in  comparison  to  the  number  of  pieces  that  are 
actually  around  (dig  out  your  handy  copy  of  the  Guide  Book,  look 
up  the  mintage  figures  for  Mint  State  and  Proof,  and  come  to  your 
own  conclusion. 


210 


1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  mottled  gold  and  blue  toning 
over  mirrored  surfaces.  A truly  gorgeous  specimen  of  yet  another 
rare  date — all  trimes  of  this  era  are  rare.  Quality  such  as  this  is  not 
often  found.  If  collecting  silver  three-cent  pieces  is  on  your  dream 
list,  why  not  begin  with  this  catalogue? 


; 211  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  gold  toning  over  mir- 

I rored  surfaces.  Exceptional  quality  from  the  standpoint  of  contact 

marks,  etc.  Sharply  struck. 


212  1868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  mottled  iridescent  toning  over 
deep  mirrored  surfaces.  Yet  another  truly  fantastic  trime,  a Proof- 
64  coin  that  easily  eclipses  many  certified  as  Proof-65  or  even 
Proof-66.  As  noted,  if  you  are  contemplating  collecting  this  se- 
ries, this  may  be  one  of  the  best  opportunities  you  will  have  for  a 
long  time. 

213  1869  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to 
splashes  of  magenta  and  gold  at  the  rim.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces. 
Another  coin  which  could  just  as  easily  be  called  Proof-65.  We 
don’t  mean  to  overdo  our  enthusiasm,  but  these  coins  are  really 
special. 

214  1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  mottled  gold  toning  at  the  cen- 
ter changes  to  splashes  of  gold  and  magenta  at  the  border,  all  over 
deep  mirrored  surfaces.  Although  all  trimes  of  this  era  are  rare,  it 
has  been  our  experience  that  those  from  1866  through  and  in- 
cluding 1872  (but  not  1873)  are  especially  difficult  to  find  in  truly 
choice  preservation,  with  worthwhile  eye  appeal. 


Iridescent  Proof  1870  Trime 


215  1870  MS-65  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  the  obverse 
has  iridescent  toning,  primarily  blue  but  with  splashes  of  magenta 
and  some  areas  of  lavender.  The  reverse  is  light  silver-brown,  with 
some  darker  brown  areas.  Well  struck. 

216  1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Gunmetal-blue  toning  over  mirrored 
surfaces.  A splendid  example  of  this  scarce  and  desirable  date. 


Gem  Proof  1871  Trime 


217  1871  MS-66  (NGC).  Mottled  gray,  magenta,  and  iridescent  ton- 

ing over  mirrored  silvery  surfaces.  Well  struck.  A high-grade  ex- 
ample of  this  late  date,  one  typically  seen  only  in  Proof,  but  usu- 
ally in  a somewhat  lesser  grade. 


218  1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  blue  (primarily)  and  iridescent 

toning  over  mirrored  surfaces.  Quite  hard  to  find  so  nice. 
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Gem  1873  Proof-Only  Trime 


219  1873  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Another  marvelous  trime,  a beautiful 

piece  with  “album  toning,”  iridescent,  with  just  about  every  color 
in  the  rainbow,  changing  from  the  center  toward  the  rims. 

While  the  1873  Proof  trime  is  not  as  rare  as  certain  of  the  pre- 
ceding years  (as  some  of  these  were  kept  back  in  small  hoards  by 
dealers),  it  has  garnered  most  of  the  press  ink  as  the  mintage  ofjust 
600  coins,  with  no  circulation  strikes,  stands  out  like  a beacon.  Of 
course,  the  1873  is  rare  (it  is  just  that  certain  of  the  others  are  just 
as  rare,  but  not  recognized). 

Another  Appealing  1873  Proof-Only  Trime 


220  1873  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A very  appealing  example,  this  coin  is 

absolutely  pristine,  with  deeply  mirrored  silver  surfaces  overlaid 
with  splashes  of  iridescence — as  pretty  as  a picture!  For  the  buyer 
with  a sharp  eye  for  quality  this  coin  beckons. 


NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 

Our  offering  begins  with  a gem  Proof  1866  Shield  nickel  followed  by 
many  other  Proofs  of  the  design  ty'pe.  Indeed,  the  only  Mint  State  Shield 
nickel  offered  herein  is  a superlative  gem  MS-67  specimen  from  the  final 
date  of  the  design  type,  1883.  Of  course,  Liberty  nickels  are  well  repre- 
sented by  several  examples  of  the  ever-popular  1883  No  CENTS  type. 
Plenty  of  Proof  and  Uncirculated  dates  follow  afterward,  with  the  listing 
for  the  series  finishing  wdth  a gem  MS-65  1912-S!  Only  four  overall  types 
(not  including  sub- types  such  as  with  and  without  rays,  etc.)  of  nickel  five- 
cent  pieces  have  been  struck  at  the  U.S.  Mints — Shield,  Liberty,  Buffalo 
and  Jefferson — and  the  first  two  types.  Shield  and  Liberty,  are  well  repre- 
sented here! 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


Key  1866  Proof  Nickel 

With  Rays 


(2.x  photo) 


221  1866  Rays.  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  attrac- 
tive, frosty  surfaces  set  against  mirror  fields.  Light  golden  toning. 
This  is  an  example  of  the  first  year  and  type  in  the  Shield  nickel 
series.  These  were  not  produced  until  the  summer  of  1866,  by 
which  time  quite  a few  Proof  sets  had  been  ordered  lacking  this 
denomination  (somewhat  echoing  the  same  situation  that  occurred 
with  nickel  three-cent  pieces  in  1865).  The  Mint  issued  a notice 
that  the  deficiency  could  be  made  up  by  sending  lOC  each  for  any 
Proofs  desired.  Apparently,  some  collectors  did  this,  but  not  many. 
Today  the  1866  Proof  remains  quite  rare,  and  we  estimate  that 
fewer  than  500  are  known. 

222  1872  Proof-65  (PCGS) . A splendid  Proof  of  this  date,  with  deep 
mirror  surfaces  overlaid  with  just  a nuance  of  champagne  toning. 
This  piece  has  a great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal,  an  elusive 
aspect  of  many  Proofs  of  this  era.  In  our  view  this  is  worth  a very 
strong  price.  If  we  were  collecting  Proof  Shield  nickels  our  search 
would  stop  right  here. 


223  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  Proof,  exceptional 

quality.  Light  golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  Wouldn’t  it  be 
nice  if  all  Proof  Shield  nickels  were  this  attractive? 


224  1874  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  well  struck 

on  both  sides,  with  attractive  mirror  surfaces.  Light  toning.  An 
above  average  example  of  this  Proof  issue,  right  in  step  with  the 
general  quality  described  elsewhere  in  this  catalogue. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1875  Nickel 
Among  Finest  Graded 


225  1875  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen  combining 

sharp  strike,  deep  mirror  surface,  brilliance,  and  outstanding  eye 
appeal.  Another  winner! 


I 226  1876  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Deep  mirrored  fields  have  light 

champagne  toning,  a minimum  of  flecks,  and  an  overall  appear- 
ance that  makes  this  one  of  the  nicest  you  will  see  at  the  Proof-65 
level.  A find  for  the  Shield  nickel  specialist. 


Key  1877  Shield  Nickel 


227  1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  Well  struck,  deeply  mirrorlike,  and  very 

attractive.  Delicate  champagne  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen  in  recent  times  of  this  classic,  the  lowest  mintage  issue  of  any 
nickel  five-cent  piece  from  1866  to  date,  except  for  the  famous 
1913  Liberty  Head.  The  number  produced  is  not  recorded,  but  is 
likely  in  the  range  of  1,250  to  1,500.  Today,  most  fall  short  of  the 
present  example  in  terms  of  eye  appeal.  This  indeed  is  a “keeper.” 
We  expect  a lot  of  bidding  attention. 


228 


1879/8  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  light  gold  over  mirror  sur- 
faces. Attributed  as  an  overdate,  this  variety  is  in  the  minority  of 
Proofs  this  year,  but  not  a great  rarity. 


Apex  NGC  1881  Nickel 
Finest  and  Only  Graded  at  this  Level 


229  1881  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  the 

only  piece  designated  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  by  NGC  with  none 
finer.  A well  struck  piece  with  deep  mirror  surfaces.  As  is  true  of 
all  Proofs  of  this  date  there  is  added  value  to  the  1881,  as  circula- 
tion strikes  are  very  rare,  placing  additional  demand  on  the  Proofs. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


230  1881  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  A su- 
perb example  of  this  Shield  nickel  variety,  one  that  when  seen  in 
high  grades  is  nearly  always  Proof  This  generates  the  somewhat 
interesting  circumstance,  but  very  logical,  that  superb  gem  Proofs 
are  valued  less  on  the  market  than  superb  gem  Mint  State  coins. 

231  1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof  combining  mirror  sur- 
faces with  satiny  mint  lustre,  but  struck  as  a Proof  Many  nickel 
coins  of  this  era  are  hybrids,  as  here,  and  are  very  attractive. 

232  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Another  hybrid  Proof,  mirrored  surfaces 
combined  with  satiny  lustre.  For  many  issues  the  dies  were  not  deeply 
polished,  this  being  true  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  as  well. 

233  1883  Shield.  Proof-65.  Brilliant  and  mirrorlike  with  some  hints  of 
satin,  as  made.  Needle-sharp  definition  of  details,  virtually  defini- 
tive for  the  design.  Last  year  of  the  Shield  nickel  series.  The  present 
piece  is  ideal  for  either  a type  set  or  for  the  specialist. 

Superb  Gem  1883  Nickel 
Shield,  MS-67 


234  1883  Shield.  MS-67  (NGC).  The  present  piece  is  exceptional 

among  surviving  Mint  State  coins  of  this,  the  last  year  in  the  Shield 
series.  In  addition  to  its  unusually  high  numerical  designation,  the 
present  piece  exhibits  rich  lustre  and  sharply  struck  details,  the 
latter  not  always  being  the  case. 

On  the  obverse  the  letters  in  the  motto  at  the  top  of  the  coin  are  very  heasy 
and  with  some  of  the  spaces  partially  filled  in.  Some  delicate  die  cracks  can  be 
seen  here  and  there  on  the  obverse,  particularly  near  the  top  of  the  coin  to  the 
left  of  the  dagger-cross.  On  the  reverse  a planchet  Bake  is  seen  in  the  field  near 
the  top  rim,  and  a tracery  of  cracks  can  be  found  among  the  letters  from  aKsut 
the  9:00  position  to  4:00.  but  not  continuously. 
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235  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  toning 
with  blushes  ofiridescence,  over  surfaces  that  are  partially  prooflike. 
Some  lightness  at  stars  12  and  13  is  not  unusual.  This  is  the  great 
“story  coin”  of  its  era,  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty  having  launched 
thousands  of  citizens  into  the  pursuit  of  numismatics,  the  key  fea- 
ture being  the  lack  of  the  word  CENTS  on  the  reverse. 

236  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous,  e.xquisitely 
and  sharply  struck,  and  with  light  blue  and  gold  toning,  this  piece 
stands  tall  and  proud  among  coins  given  this  grade.  Not  much  more 
need  be  said. 

237  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply 
struck.  Another  high-ranking  example  of  this  storied  issue. 

238  Trio  of  Liberty  Head  nickels:  ☆ 1883  CENTS.  MS-64.  Golden 
orange  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1895  MS-63.  Splashes  of  sunset 
orange  and  sky  blue  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1912  MS-62.  Lus- 
trous with  iridescent  rose,  gold,  and  sea  green  on  both  surfaces. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

239  Pair  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  grading  Proof-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 

1884.  Reflective  surfaces  with  splashes  of  golden  orange  toning 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1911.  Pale  golden  and  bluish  gray  over  reflec- 
tive surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


240  1885  Proof-65.  An  above-average  example  of  the  1885,  the  present 
piece  has  excellent  eye  appeal.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  original 
surfaces,  seemingly  never  dipped  or  brightened,  and  now  have  light 
gold  toning.  On  the  reverse  under  magnification  can  be  seen  a 
slight  planchet  streak  at  the  upper  right,  not  worth  mentioning. 
For  many  years  the  1885  has  been  the  key  Liberty  Head  nickel  in 
the  regular  series  from  1883  through  1912.  It  is  remarkable  to  think 
that  today  in  2005  the  market  price  of  a Proof-65  is  a fraction  of 
what  it  was  during  the  “Wall  Street  investment  boom”  of  1989- 
1990.  Perhaps  this  indicates  an  opportunity. 

241  1886  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning  over 
sharply  struck,  pristine  surfaces.  A delightful  example  of  an  issue 
which  is  highly  important  as  a date,  as  circulation  strikes  are  very 
rare.  If  you  were  to  ask  us  for  a recommendation  we  might  suggest 
that  you  think  about  a collection  of  of  Liberty  Head  nickels,  as 
Proofs  today,  in  such  desirable  grades  as  Proof-64  and  Proof-65, 
offer  a tremendous  value  for  the  money,  if  quality  is  selected  with 
care. 


242 
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Notable  Gem  1889  Nickel 


1889  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces,  sharp  strike,  and  high 
grade  come  together  to  make  this  a “must  have”  piece  for  the  con- 
noisseur or  specialist  in  the  series.  Although  the  1889  is  not  rare  as 
a date,  at  this  lofty  grade  it  is  not  easy  to  find. 


1891  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  beauti- 
ful, a home  run  in  quahty. 


244  1892  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  coin  with  very  deli- 

cate gold  and  blue  iridescent  surfaces,  nicely  struck,  and  certainly 
aesthetically  among  the  top  10%  of  Proof  survivors.  As  readers  of 
our  catalogues  know  well,  our  view  is  that  certified  grade  can  be 
one  thing  and  quality  can  be  something  else  entirely  different. 
When  the  two  meet,  as  here,  a fine  prospect  is  at  hand. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  is  the  general  low  market  value  of  Proof- 
64  and  Proof-65  Liberty  Head  nickels.  Among  those  on  the  mar- 
ket, pieces  that  show  excellent  quality  and  eye  appeal,  as  here,  seem 
to  us  to  have  exceptional  value.  It  would  be  an  interesting  and  re- 
warding challenge  to  endeavor  to  put  together  a full  set  of  Proofs 
from  1883  to  1912.  Now  seems  to  be  a good  time  to  do  it! 


245  1894  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  reflective  with 

pleasing  cameo  contrast.  Among  the  top  14  Proof  examples  of  the 
date  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo 
finest). 


246  1894  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  beautiful,  and 

in  a high  grade.  Today  a coin  such  as  this  is  priced  at  only  z fraction 
of  the  market  value  during  the  “Wall  Street  money  boom”  of  1 989- 
1990.  The  present  piece  would  seem  to  be  an  especially  good  value 
if  acquired  at  or  near  current  listings. 


247  1899  MS-66  (NGC).  A lovely  example  in  a high  grade,  this  par- 

ticular piece  has  light  golden  gray  toning,  is  well  struck,  and  simi- 
lar to  the  preceding  is  not  easy  to  find  at  this  level. 
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1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  with 
great  eye  appeal.  Not  rare  as  a date,  but  certainly  rare  (in  its  con- 
text) with  the  combination  of  assets  just  noted. 


i 249  1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  golden 

toning.  A truly  choice  example  of  this  year. 


250 


1905  MS-66  (NGC)  . Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  quite  attractive.  Some 
light  striking  at  the  topmost  stars. 


i 251 


1910  MS-66  (NGC).  Mottled  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous  sur- 
faces. A high-grade  example. 


I!  252  1911  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Some  light  striking 

I at  the  top  stars.  Unusually  high  numerical  grade. 


i 253  1912  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a nuance  of  golden  toning. 

Lustrous.  A dandy  example  which  never  got  spent  at  the  Bijou 
; Dream  or  the  Electric  Theater,  or  some  other  nickelodeon,  but 

j which  instead  was  carefully  preserved. 


' 
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Under-Appreciated  1912-D  Nickel 

Gem  Mint  State 


254  1912-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  very  attrac- 

tive. Light  golden  toning.  Some  marks  on  the  cheek  may  include 
some  on  the  original planchet.  In  our  view  the  1912-D  in  this  grade 
is  much  rarer  than  the  more  famous  191 2-S.  The  number  of  equiva- 
lent gems  we  have  handled  in  more  than  50  years  of  professional 
numismatics  has  been  in  the  dozens,  while  for  the  1912-S  it  has 
been  in  the  hundreds.  Of  course,  the  1912-S  is  eminently  desir- 
able. See  the  following  attractions! 


Famous  1912-S  Key  Issue 


255  1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A lovely  example,  lustrous  with  light 

golden  and  gray  toning,  of  this  famous  low-mintage  issue.  As  is 
true  of  every  other  authentic  1912-S  nickel  we  have  seen,  there 
is  some  slight  bulging  in  the  left  obverse  field  and  some  lightness 
of  strike  at  the  hair.  As  all  are  this  way,  this  cannot  be  considered 
a negative. 

The  low  mintage  of  238,000  stands  like  a beacon  in  the  Lib- 
erty Head  nickel  series,  being  the  lowest  by  far  of  any  variety  from 
1883  through  1912.  Further,  this  represents  the  first  nickel  five- 
cent  piece  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and  the  only  one  of 
this  design. 


Choice  1912-S  Nickel 


256  1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gray  and  gold  toning  over  satiny  sur- 

faces. Fields  somewhat  bulged  and  irregular.  A particularly  late  die 
state.  Rare  in  any  and  all  grades. 
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Buffalo  Nickels 

The  following  otTering  of  Buffalo  nickels  is  extraordinary  in  its  quality. 
Virtually  every  piece  has  far  above  average  eye  appeal,  the  result  of  having 
been  selected  carefully  by  our  consignor,  a specialist  and  connoisseur. 
Among  20th-century  specialties  of  this  era,  the  Lincoln  cent,  Buffalo  nickel. 
Mercury  dime.  Standing  Liberty  cjuarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
all  offer  challenges  in  terms  of  true  quality.  Often,  a half  dozen  or  more 
pieces  must  be  considered  within  a given  grade  in  order  to  find  one  that  is 
just  right.  In  the  present  catalogue  the  consignor  has  done  this  “work” 
(actually  a challenging  pursuit  and  quite  pleasant)  for  you. 


257  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  specimen 
from  the  grading  viewpoint,  this  piece  also  passes  muster  in  terms 
of  striking  sharpness,  which,  considering  the  entire  series,  could  even 
be  more  important  than  technical  grade.  However,  generally  the 
1913  Type  1 comes  well  struck,  so  the  situation  here  is  not  as  un- 
usual as  say,  a decade  later.  The  present  piece  combines  high  grad- 
ing number,  sharp  strike,  and  superb  eye  appeal. 

258  Old  collection  ofBuffalo  and  Jefferson  nickels  ranging  in  date  from 
1913  through  1949-S,  housed  in  a National  Coin  album.  The 
Buffalo  nickels  range  in  grade  from  Good  to  Uncirculated,  though 
the  majority  average  Fine  or  so.  Several  dates  are  missing  includ- 
ing the  following:  ☆ 1924-D  ☆ 1926  ☆ 1930  ☆ 1930-S  ☆ 1931-S 
☆ 1935-S  ☆ 1937-D  3-Legs  ☆ 1938-D/S.  The  Jefferson  nickels 
average  MS-63,  or  so  and  are  complete  from  1938  to  1949-S.  A 
nice  set  with  room  for  improvement,  housed  in  a nicely  cared  for 
National  Coin  album.  (Total:  94  pieces) 


260  1913  Type  II.  Straight  clip  and  broadstruck.  UNC  details 

(NCS).  An  impressive  error  in  the  Buffalo  nickel  series.  NCS  calls 
the  obverse  “improperly  cleaned”  and  some  horizontal  hairlines 
are  noted,  but  the  lustre  and  eye  appeal  remain  strong,  with  bold 
silver  gray  color  and  some  golden  tones  near  the  right  obverse  and 
base  of  reverse.  Not  weighed  by  NCS  (making  it  difficult  to  say 
what  percentage  clip  this  is),  but  the  straight  clip  across  the  top  of 
the  obverse  affects  the  top  of  the  Indian’s  head  and  removes  the 
entire  reverse  exergue  in  very  neat  fashion;  we  would  estimate  it  as 
a 15%  clip.  A very  significant  major  error,  one  impressive  enough 
to  be  the  plate  coin  in  the  Lange  reference  on  Buffalo  nickels. 


Gem  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


261  1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Medium  gold  toning  with 

splashes  of  iridescence  over  well  struck,  lustrous  surfaces.  A very 
nice  example  of  this  issue,  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series. 


Marvelous  1913  Type  II  Nickel 
Superb  Gem  Matte  Proof 
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259  1913  Type  II.  Proof-67  (NGC).  A marvelous  specimen  with 

delicate  iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck  surfaces.  Ifyou  wish 
to,  tap  into  our  subsequent  discussion  about  striking  sharpness  of 
Buffalo  nickels  (and  other  coins).  This  particular  piece  is  dcfinitiue 
for  Its  sharpness  of  strike — just  check  out  the  head  details  of  the 
buffalo  above  and  to  the  left  of  the  horn. 


262  1913-S  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with 

light  golden  toning.  Quite  well  struck. 

Time  was  when  Buffalo  nickels  could  be  obtained  from  circulation.  In  the 
1950s,  the  key  issues  were,  in  order,  the  1913-S  Type  II,  the  1918/7-D,  and  the 
1926-S.  Today  thefoimdaliomil  value  of  the  1913-S  Type  II  nickel  is  enhanced  by  its 
elusive  character  in  worn  grades,  something  that  provides  a nice  prop  to  the  mar- 
ket price.  Indeed,  in  the  latest  issue  of  the  Guide  Book  an  example  in  G-4  cata- 
logues for  $250,  second  only  to  the  overdate.  We  see  a lot  of  hidden  value  at  the 
MS-63  level. 

Mint  State  1914/3  Nickel 


263  1914/3  Fivaz-Stanton  014-87.  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  good  lustre  for  the  grade.  A lovely  example  of 
this  popular  and  recently  discovered  variety,  with  the  diagnostic 
crossbar  of  the  earlier  punched  3 easily  visible,  though  the  die  is 
well  worn. 
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264  1914/3-D  FS  014-88.  VF-25  (NGC).  Medium  gray  surfaces  as 
is  fairly  typical  for  the  grade.  The  rarest  of  the  three  1914/3 
ovcrdates,  with  only  two  examples  of  this  date  and  mintmark  cer- 
tified by  NGC,  and  none  identified  by  PCGS.  According  to  our 
consignor,  this  specimen  was  the  first  one  recognized  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (EF-45  finest). 

265  1914/3-S  FS  014.89.  VF-30  (NGC).  Pleasing  medium  gray  sur- 
faces with  a few  faint  hairlines  seen.  The  second  rarest  mint  among 
the  overdate  1914  nickels. 


Superb  Matte  Proof  1914  Nickel 


266  1914  Proof-68  (ICG).  A superb  specimen  with  delicate  blue  and 

gold  toning  over  well-struck  surfaces,  every  feature  of  the  Buffalo 
being  definitive.  This  coin  furnishes  a model  of  what  to  look  for 
elsewhere,  sharpness  seldom  seen  outside  ot  the  Matte  Proof  series. 


267  1914-S  Broadstruck.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with 

some  attractive  undertones.  A very  pretty  coin  and  an  ideal  repre- 
sentative example  of  an  uncentered  broadstrike  on  this  design  type. 
The  obverse  is  shifted  a small  margin  to  6:00,  while  the  reverse 
shows  a significant  unstruck  area  beneath  the  mintmark.  A tiny 
planchet  flaw  is  noted  at  the  base  of  the  Indian’s  lowest  feather. 
Errors  arc  clearly  very  elusive  on  this  date,  making  this  a prize  for 
a specialized  collection. 


Gem  1915-D  Nickel 
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1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  blue  and  gold 
toning  over  essentially  full  silver  surfaces.  Somewhat  above  average 
in  strike,  this  coin  has  a generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal. 


Striking  Aspects  of  Buffalo  Nickels 

Today  in  the  marketplace  the  striking  aspects  of  Buffalo  nickels  1913- 
1938  are  largely  ignored.  This  is  quite  curious,  as  in  other  fields  the  striking 
becomes  an  important  part  of  the  grading  and,  consequently,  the  market 
value.  Among  Mercury  dimes  1916-1945  we  have  Full  Bands  (FB)  designat- 
ing pieces  for  which  the  horizontal  bands  or  stripes  are  separated  on  the 
fasces.  Such  striking  sharpness  ^ilways  lends  some  value,  and  in  certain  in- 
stances, most  dramatically  in  the  case  of  the  1945  Philadelphia  Mint  Mer- 
cury dime,  an  FB  coin  can  be  worth  thousands  of  dollars,  whereas  one  that  is 
not  FB  can  be  purchased  for  a $10  bill. 

In  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  series  1916-1930  we  have  Full  Head 
(FH)  as  a designation.  There  has  been  a fair  amount  of  fudging  on  this  in 
recent  years,  and  “FH”  can  also  mean  almost  Full  Head,  as  a review  of 
certified  pieces  will  reveal.  Nevertheless,  FH  does  indicate  a piece  struck 
better  than  usual,  and  these  bring  a premium.  Among  Franklin  half  dol- 
lars we  have  Full  Bell  Lines  (FBL),  some  common  varieties  of  which  can 
be  worth  a great  deal  of  money  if  they  are  with  FBL. 

It  seems  to  the  writer  (QDB)  that  Buffalo  nickels  have  a much  greater 
striking  problem  than  Mercury  dimes.  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  or  Franklin 
half  dollars.  It  might  be  a desirable  idea  ifinstead  of  using  FB,  FBL,  FH,  and 
other  such  designations  (and  we  must  not  forget  Full  Steps  (FS)  forjefferson 
nickels),  a universal  designation  such  as  FD  (Full  Details)  would  be  more 
understandable.  Just  a suggestion  for  NGC  and  PCGS. 

In  the  field  ot  Buffalo  nickels  there  are  some  varieties  that  usually  come 
well  struck,  most  notably  those  toward  the  beginning  and  very  end  of  the 
series,  as  well  as  a number  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  in  between.  Den- 
ver coins  of  the  1920s  and,  to  a lesser  extent,  San  Francisco  coins,  are  often 
lightly  struck.  The  worst  offender  is  the  1926-D,  which  can  be  as  flat  as  a 
pancake  with  “muddy”  details,  especially  on  the  reverse. 

Points  to  look  for  sharpness  on  a Buffalo  nickel  include  on  the  obverse 
the  details  of  the  top  feather  and  the  details  just  above  the  top  of  the  braid.  Of 
course,  it  is  recommended  that  all  other  areas  be  checked  as  well.  The  reason 
for  saying  this  is  that  in  some  definitions  other  areas  are  not  checked  at  all.  For 
example,  we  have  seen  1921  dimes  as  well  as  Standing  Liberty  quarters  that 
have  been  designated  as  FB  and  FH  respectively,  that  may  have  Full  Bands  or 
Full  Heads,  but  have  weakness  elsewhere.  In  the  writer’s  opinion,  one  must 
consider  the  entire  coin,  not  some  pinpoint  feature. 

On  the  reverse  of  the  Buffalo  nickel  the  first  place  to  check  for  striking  is 
the  hair  details  of  the  bison  right  above  his  forehead.  These  are  often  blended 
together  and  flat.  Next  check  are  the  details  of  the  left  front  leg,  usually  also 
flat.  Beyond  that,  check  everything  else. 

Life  is  a compromise,  and  so  it  is  with  the  collecting  of  Buffalo  nickels. 
No  one  has  nor  will  anyone  ever  put  together  a set  from  1913  to  1938  with 
needle-sharp  details  in  the  features  just  mentioned.  However,  at  present  those 
seeking  certified  coins,  including  for  the  popular  Registry  Sets,  have  the 
very  curious  situation  in  which  a flatly  struck  MS-66  coin  is  considered  to 
be  more  desirable  than  a very  well-struck  MS-65!  To  the  present  writer  this 
makes  no  sense  at  all. 

In  the  works,  as  these  words  are  being  WTitten,  is  a new  study  for  Wlrimian 
Publishing  Company,  expected  to  be  released  nationwide  in  2005,  now  with 
the  working  title  o(The  Official  Red  Book  oj  U.S.  Nickel  Fhv-Cent  Pieces.  This 
will  endeavor  to  tell  the  complete  story  of  this  denomination  beginning  with 
the  pattern  and  experimental  issues  of  1865,  through  the  regular  Shield  nickel 
series  1866-1883,  into  the  Liberty  Head  nickels  1883-1913,  then  the  Buf- 
falo nickels,  then  thejefferson  nickels.  Each  date  and  mintmark  will  be  dis- 
cussed, together  with  observations  concerning  sharpness,  quality-,  and  other 
items  of  numismatic  interest,  along  with  a separately  compiled  (by  LawTcncc 
Stack,  evaluations  editor)  listing  of  market  values  in  diflerent  grades,  plus 
certification  information. 
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Lustrous  1915-D  50 


269  1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  primarily  brilliant  surfaces 

with  just  a whisper  of  soft  toning  detected  on  the  reverse.  Rather 
well  struck  with  some  trivial  spotting  noted  in  the  fields  under 
low  magnification. 


Another  Gem  1915-D  Nickel 


270 


1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Especially  well  struck,  remarkable  so  fine,  and  a piece  that  is  worthy 
of  special  consideration. 


Third  Gem  1915-S  Nickel 


271  1915-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  an  overly 

generous  amount  of  eye  appeal.  The  striking  is  not  needle  sharp, 
this  being  typical,  but  is  decent  for  the  1915-S.  Curiously,  strik- 
ing does  not  seem  to  enter  much  into  certification  numbers,  nor 
does  eye  appeal.  The  present  coin  has  a lot  to  offer,  and  we  rec- 
ommend it  highly. 


272 


1916  MS-66  (NGC).  A well-struck  and  lustrous  specimen  with 
nuances  of  gold  toning  over  deep  mint  frost.  Somewhat  matte- 
like surfaces,  reminiscent  of  a Matte  Proof 


273  1916  Struck  10%  off  center.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 

gray  with  e.xcellent  visual  appeal.  Misstruck  to  11:00  by  a signifi- 
■cant  margin,  with  the  date  and  LIBERTY  full  but  the  feather  tops 
,md  the  bottom  of  the  denomination  crowding  the  rim.  A visually 
impressive  error  m e.xcellent  grade. 


Gem  1916-S  Buffalo  Nickel 


274  1916-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Above  average 

strike.  Scarce  at  the  gem  level. 


275 


1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen,  aboue  average  in  strike, 
with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal.  It  takes  a degree  of  connoisseurship 
to  sort  out  quality  from  offerings  of  certified  coins,  and  anyone  with 
an  eye  for  such  would  do  well  to  stop  right  here  and  bid. 


Gem  1918  Buffalo  Nickel 


276  1918  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  traces  of  soft  golden 
toning  creating  a minor  woodgrain  effect.  Some  minor  striking 
weakness  is  seen  at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  not  an  unusual  occur- 
rence for  the  date,  while  the  horn  and  tail  split  are  fully  defined.  A 
lustrous  gem  with  good  aesthetic  appeal  and  exceeded  in  grade  by 
precious  few  pieces  seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  6 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

277  No  Lot. 
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278 


279 


280 


281 


1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS)  . Somewhat  subdued  lustre  with  medium 
golden  toning.  A few  flecks  here  and  there.  Lightly  struck  at  the 
centers,  this  being  typical  for  1918-D  (but  rarely  ever  mentioned). 


1918-S  Struck  15%  off  center.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A highly  sig- 
nificant error  on  an  elusive  date.  Deep  golden  gray  with  some  lus- 
tre and  a few  minor  obverse  hairlines.  Aligned  just  left  of  precisely 
6;00,  only  the  top  of  the  8 remains  on  the  planchet,  making  this 
the  most  off-center  this  type  can  be  to  the  6:00  position  while  still 
retaining  the  all-important  date!  Abundant  unstruck  planchet  re- 
mains beneath  the  mintmark  and  denomination.  A tiny  planchet 
lamination  is  noted  across  the  tops  of  the  feathers.  An  eye-pop- 
ping  error  and  one  that  will  be  chased  by  specialists. 


Choice  1919-D  Nickel 
Lustrous  Mint  State 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A choice  piece,  light  silver  surfaces  with 
gold  toning.  Typical  or  slightly  above  average  strike.  Decent  eye 
appeal. 


1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  medium  iridescent  ton- 
ing, predominantly  gold,  but  with  splashes  of  magenta  and  green. 
Above  average  strike  in  most  areas.  Scarce  at  the  Mint  State  level. 


Key  1919-S  Buffalo  Nickel 


282  1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  and  brilliant  with  light  golden 

toning  with  a few  hints  of  brown.  Above  average  in  strike,  but  not 
needle  sharp  (this  date  hardly  ever  is).  A coin  with  a commanding 
presence,  possessed  with  a great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal. 


Another  Notable  1919-S  Nickel 


283  1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  just  a hint  of 

champagne  toning.  Above  average  in  strike,  but  not  needle  sharp. 
Highly  important  at  this  grade  level. 

On  the  obverse  there  are  two  die  cracks  extending  from  the  left  border  through 
the  top  feather,  the  bottom  crack  continuing  to  above  the  top  of  the  braid. 


Gem  1920-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


Condition  Census  Quality 


284  1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  comfortably  nestled 

among  a few  dozen  others  at  the  MS-65  lev^el,  with  only  a single 
piece  finer.  Although  this  192()-D  is  fine  from  a certification  num- 
ber standpoint,  it  is  even  better  in  terms  ot  eye  appeal — ottering 
lustre,  delicate  toning,  and  above  average  strike.  The  consignor  ot 
most  of  the  Buftalo  nickels  in  the  present  sale  was  a connoisseur 
par  excellence,  and  participants  in  the  sale  are  the  beneficiaru  s. 
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285  1920-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  lustre  with  light  golden  toning. 

Scarcely  a sign  of  circulation,  but  perhaps  graded  MS-62  because 
of  the  light  strike,  particularly  evident  on  the  reverse.  It  is  difficult 
to  decipher  when  strike  is  factored  into  grading  and  when  it  is  not, 
as  there  are  many  gems  (MS-65  and  higher)  that  are  lightly  struck. 
In  any  event,  this  piece  is  about  as  nice  as  when  it  was  coined,  save 
for  delicate  toning. 


286  1920-S  MS-63.  Lightly  cleaned.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate  gold 

toning.  Quite  attractive  overall,  as  even  a quick  glance  will  verify. 

The  obverse  die  is  cracked  for  much  of  the  distance  across,  beginning  from 
the  left  and  extending  to  the  Indian’s  cheek.  The  die  alignment  is  about  220° 
instead  of  the  norma!  180°.  For  the  Buffalo  specialist  this  may  represent  a par- 
ticularly interesting  variety. 


287  1921  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  hints  of  golden  orange 

at  the  peripheries.  An  attractive  gem,  with  a few  minor  hairlines 
seen  below  the  bison. 


Gem  1921-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

Two  Feathers  Variety 


288  1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  that  virtually  sweeps 

away  others  we  have  seen  on  the  market  recently — combining  high 
certified  grade  with  rich  lustre,  delicate  golden  toning,  and  above 
average  strike.  For  a long  time  the  1921-S  has  been  a key  to  the 
series,  scarce  in  all  grades,  and  seldom  seen  at  the  gem  level.  The 
present  piece  is  indeed  ^ find,  and  special  mention  should  be  made 
that  it  is  the  two  feathers  variety. 


Choice  1923 -S  Buffalo  Nickel 


289  1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  example  ofa  key  issue,  this  1923- 

S offers  high  certified  grade,  rich  lustre,  attractive  golden  toning, 
and  above  average  striking  quality.  The  present  section  of  the  sale, 
largely  from  a connoisseur,  offers  the  specialist  the  chance  to  fill  in 
some  seldom  seen  pieces  of  quality,  while  anyone  contemplating 
beginning  this  interesting  series  can  get  off  to  a running  start. 


Choice  Mint  State  1923-S  Nickel 


290  1923-S  MS-64  (NGC),  Medium  golden  and  iridescent  toning 

over  surfaces  that  are  significantly  above  average  in  striking  qual- 
ity (although  not  needle  sharp).  Traditionally  considered  one  of 
the  scarcer  varieties  in  the  series. 


291 


1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS),  Richly  lustrous  with  nuances  of  ma- 
genta and  gold  toning.  About  typical  strike,  light  in  some  areas, 
sharp  in  others,  but  with  overall  superb  eye  appeal.  A lovely  coin 
for  this  date  and  grade. 


292  1924-D  MS-63.  Rich  deep  lustre  is  overlaid  with  very  light  ton- 

ing. A few  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there.  The  striking  is  not  needle 
sharp  (nor  is  it  ever  for  1924-D),  but  the  present  piece  is  certainly 
finer  than  average.  No  doubt  it  will  soon  occupy  an  appreciated 
spot  in  a fine  collection  of  this  denomination. 


Highly  Important  Choice  1924-S  Nickel 


293  1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Ilrilliant  and  lustrous  with  a suggestion 

ot  golden  toning,  and  nuances  ofelectric  blue.  Again,  a piece  with 
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extraordinary  eye  appeal,  an  aspect  that  definitely  should  be  con- 
sidered when  placing  bids,  as  coins  in  the  marketplace  range  from 
unattractive  to  beautiful,  the  last  defining  the  present  offering. 

294  1924-S  VF-3()  (NGC).  Silver  gray  surfaces.  A scarce  mintmark 

issue. 


295 


Lovely  Gem  1925  Buffalo  50 


1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  example  with  satiny  and  par- 
ticularly bold  lustre  highlighted  by  delicate  rose  iridescence.  Al- 
though slight  softness  is  noted  on  the  high  points  of  the  Indian’s 
portrait,  the  peripheral  details,  including  the  date  and  LIBERTY, 
are  bold.  Just  one  example  has  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS,  and 
the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this  example  is  particularly  bold. 

PCGS  Population:  92;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


Richly  Lustrous  1925-D  Nickel 
Choice  Mint  State 


296  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  surfaces  are  accented  with 

gold  on  the  obverse  and  wisps  of  blue  on  the  reverse.  The  strike  is 
above  average,  with  most  of  the  fur  details  of  the  buffalo’s  head  vis- 
ible (a  key  point  for  quick  inspection).  Not  easy  to  find  thus. 


Lustrous  1925-S  Nickel 


298  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of  golden  toning.  Sig- 

nificantly above  average  in  strike.  Superb  eye  appeal.  A coin  that  is 
certainly  a “high  end”  example  at  the  MS-64  level.  If  all  MS-64 
coins  were  this  nice,  there  would  be  no  need  to  look  for  MS-65! 


Lovely  1925-S  Nickel 
Choice  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 


299  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  with  light  golden  ton- 

ing on  both  sides.  About  a typical  strike,  with  some  lightness  on 
the  obverse  (in  particular),  better  on  the  reverse. 


Second  Choice  1925-D  50 


297  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a few  splashes 

of  iridescent  toning.  About  a typical  strike,  but  with  far  from  typi- 
cal beauty — it  is  really  gorgeous! 


Choice  1925-S  Nickel 


300  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces  charac- 
terize the  obverse,  with  a hint  of  golden  toning.  The  reverse  is 
similar  but  with  a bit  more  golden  toning  and  a hint  ot  blue.  The 
striking  is  about  typical  for  1925-S. 

301  Quartette  of  Buffalo  nickels:  ☆ 1926  MS-64.  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  ☆ 1930  MS-65.  Satiny  lustre  with  hints  of  golden  rose  on 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1930-S  MS-65.  Mixture  of  faint  iridescent  rose, 
gold,  and  sky  blue  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1935-S  ,MS-65.  Splashes  ot 
pale  golden  rose  and  sky  blue  over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces! 
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Exceptional  1926-D  Nickel 

Above  Average  Strike 


302  1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  toning.  A 

significantly  above  average  strike,  this  piece  is  not  needle  sharp, 
but  stih  it  is  far  finer  than  usually  seen — most  are  weak,  shallow, 
and  with  irregular  definition,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  This  coin 
will  satisfy  the  connoisseur  who  wants  something  more  than  sim- 
ply a high-grading  number.  To  our  eye,  this  piece  is  more  desir- 
able than  one  graded  MS-67  or  MS-68,  but  weak. 


305 


1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Boldly  lustrous  with  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  highlighted  by  soft  champagne  overtones.  Well  struck  with 
the  point  of  the  horn  defined,  but  the  dies  were  well  worn  and  the 
most  peripheral  details  show  much  softness. 


Splendid  1927-S  50  Rarity 


306  1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Brilliant  with  very 

light  iridescent  toning,  the  last  consisting  of  blue,  magenta,  and 
gold.  Somewhat  above  average  strike.  The  1927-S  is  one  of  the 
key  issues  in  the  series. 


Attractive  1926-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


303  1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  magenta  and  blue  toning  over 

richly  lustrous  surfaces.  A splendid  example  of  the  1926-D  But- 
filo  nickel,  not  needle  sharp,  but  significantly  above  average, 
enough  to  say  that  it  is  in  the  top  10%  of  those  we  have  seen. 
Lightness  is  evident  at  the  centers,  but  as  noted,  the  vast  majority 
of  1926-D  nickels  are  nearly  as  flat  as  a pancake,  and  often  mushy 
as  well— the  present  piece  must  be  hailed  as  being  quite  special. 

Key  1926-S  Buffalo  Nickel 


304  1926-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous,  with  virtually  full  origi- 

nal frost.  Light  gray  toning  on  both  sides.  A deep  brown  fleck  is 
•■en  on  the  forehead.  The  1926-S  is  very  scarce  in  all  grades,  with 
pieces  in  even  EF  and  AU  levels  being  highly  important.  The 
present  piece  is  worth  careful  consideration. 


Lustrous  1927-S  Nickel 


307  1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning.  Far  above  average  strike,  although  not  needle  sharp.  The 
advanced  collector  will  recognize  this  as  being  a very  special  ex- 
ample of  the  1927-S,  worth  significantly  more  than  a run  of  the 
mill  MS-63.  Slow  up,  stop,  and  bid! 


308  1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  quite  well  struck. 

A definitipe  example  for  quality,  one  that  will  undoubtedly  land  in 
an  advanced  collection  and  stay  there  for  a long  time! 


309  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  richly  lustrous 

surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike.  A nice  example  of  this  issue. 
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Superb  Gem  1936  Nickel 
Satin  Finish  Proof 


(2x  photo) 


Superb  Gem  1937  Nickel 

L4-  Mirror  Proof 


(2x  photo) 


310  1936  Satin  Proof-68  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  needle  sharp 

strike,  with  rich  matte-like  satiny  Proof  lustre.  This  is  from  the 
first  production  of  Proofs  for  1936,  the  finish  being  different  from 
the  later  run.  Many  numismatists  consider  this  issue  to  be  collect- 
ible in  its  own  right  as  a separate  variety.  Certainly  this  is  one  of 
the  nicest  in  existence.  zT  r ^ e 

NGC  Census:  16;  1 (Proof-68*).  \ 


313  1937  Proof-68  (NGC).  A Proof  with  mirror  fields,  that  is  in  the 

relatively  small  area  of  field  on  this  design.  A splendid  example, 
one  of  the  finest  certified. 

NGC  Census:  30;  1 finer  (Proof-68*). 


Incredible  1937-D  3 -Legs  Nickel 

Lustrous  Gem 


Brilliant  Proof  1936  Nickel  3^,^^ 


photo) 


311  1936  Brilliant  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  Proof  of  the  second 

style  of  the  1936  year,  with  mirrorlike  surfaces.  Light’golden  ton- 
ing. About  as  perfect  as  we  have  ever  seen. 


Interesting  193 6-D  “Leg”  Variety 


312  1936-D  3-1/2  Legs.  FS  0019.  EF-40  (NGC).  This  interesting 

variety,  catalogued  by  Bill  Fivaz  andJ.T.  Stanton  as  0019,  is  some- 
times called  the  3-1/2  Legs  variety.  The  right  foreleg  of  the  quad- 
ruped is  not  missing  (as  on  certain  1937-D  nickels)  but  is  not  com- 
plete either.  An  elusive  variety  for  the  specialist. 


314  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredible  specimen, 

full  gem  quality,  lustrous  with  light  blue  toning.  Quite  well  struck 
in  addition.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen. 


PCGS  Population:  38;  4 (MS-66  finest). 


Second  Remarkable  1937-D  3 -Legged  Nickel 


315  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a remarkable  speci- 

men of  the  fantastically  popular  1937-D  with  just  three  legs  to  the 
buffalo.  While  quite  a few  thousand  exist  in  worn  grades,  and  .Mint 
State  pieces,  while  rare,  are  not  impossibly  so.  at  the  gem  level 
here  is  a rarityr  Over  a long  period  of  time  we  have  seen  just  a few 
comparable  examples. 


Gem  Mint  State 


(2x 
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Another  Gem  1937-D  3-Legged  50 


316  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-65  (NGC).  Incredibly,  here  is  another 

gem,  a fantastic  coin,  another  remarkable  opportunity'.  After  this, 
it  may  be  a long  time  for  us  until  another  is  offered. 

Remarkably,  it  was  not  until  about  20  or  30  years  ago  that  even  MS-60  coins 
could  be  found  with  ease.  Prior  to  the  1970s  the  best  available  grade,  generally- 
speaking,  was  AU.  Some  Mint  State  pieces  have  come  on  the  market  since  then, 
but  the  vast  majority  are  significantly  below  this  and  the  preceding  lots. 


317  1937-D  3-Legged  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example,  lus- 

trous with  medium  golden  toning,  of  this  famous  curiosity. 


Extraordinary  Grade  1938-D/S  Nickel 

Famous  “Overmintmark” 


318  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-68  ★ (NGC).  ILichly  lustrous  with  vivid 

iridescent  toning,  this  1938-D/S  Overmintmark  is  the  highest 
graded  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


319  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  rich  golden 

toning.  Highly  lustrous.  Another  nice  example  of  this  famous  over- 
rnmtm.irk  m a grade  not  often  seen. 


Gem  1938-D/S  Nickel 


HALF  DIMES 

When  a choice  MS-64  1794  half  dime  is  the  first  of  the  denomination 
to  hit  the  auction  block,  you  know  you’re  in  for  a treat!  Follow  that  up 
with  a gem  MS-66  1797  16  Stars  half  dime  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection, 
then  follow  that  with  choice  AU  half  dimes  from  1800,  1801,  and  1805! 
Next  comes  gem  Mint  State  Capped  Bust  half  dimes  followed  by  a selec- 
tion of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  in  superb  Mint  State  and  Proof  grades. 
While  this  is  by  no  means  a large  offering  of  these  little  silver  beauties,  it  is 
certainly  one  which  will  excite  collectors  desiring  a type  coin  as  well  as 
specialists  who  are  closing  in  on  that  one  certain  date  that  has  eluded  them 
for  so  long!  All  half  dime  photos  are  2x. 


Exceptional  Grade  1794  Half  Dime 
LM-2,  Choice  Mint  State 
Condition  Census  Challenger 


320  1794  Logan  McCloskey-2,  Valentine-2.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A lovely  Mint  State  coin,  high  on  the  PCGS  roster, 
closely  approaching  Condition  Census.  The  obverse  is  superbly 
struck,  one  of  the  nicest  seen  of  this  year,  with  excellent  hair  detail 
in  nearly  all  areas,  sharp  star  centers,  excellent  dentils,  sharp  let- 
ters, and  sharp  numerals.  The  toning  is  medium  gray  with  gold 
and  magenta.  On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  also  excellent,  with 
feather  outlines  visible  on  the  eagle’s  breast,  feather  details  in  all 
areas  of  the  wings  except  the  upper  left,  good  botanical  features  in 
the  w'reath,  excellent  letters,  and  good  dentils.  The  toning  is  some- 
what similar  to  the  obverse.  Both  sides  have  abundant  mint  frost. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Although  1794-dated  dies  were  prepared  at  the  Mint  for  half  dimes,  these 
were  not  used  until  1795.  So,  while  no  half  dimes  were  minted  in  1794,  the  fact 
remains  that  there  are  1794-dated  half  dimes  to  be  collected. 


Another  Attractive  1794  Half  Dime 

LM-2,  EF-45 


321  1794  LM-2,  V-2.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (NGC).  Another  attractive 

example  of  this  variety  of  the  1794  half  dime,  the  earliest  date  of 
the  issue  in  the  series,  and  tluis  the  first  appearance  of  the  Flowing 
1 lair  design.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  ple.ismglv  toned  a com- 
bination ot  light  gray  and  lilac,  with  a few  splashes  ol  gv4d. 


ami:ri(  an  numisma nt:  ilari  i il:s 
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Gem  Mint  State  1797  Half  Dime 
16  Obverse  Stars 
Top  of  the  NGC  Census 
The  Eliasberg  Coin 


322  1797  LM-2,  V-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-66  (NGC).  A fantastic  rarity, 

from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  now  at  the  very  top  of  the  NGC 
Census,  with  not  a peer  in  sight  and  none  above.  In  the  Eliasberg 
offering,  1996,  this  was  described  as  follows: 

Significantly  weak  among  the  central  details.  The  weakness  is  due 
no  doubt  to  the  very  late  die  state  described  below.  Light  golden  ton- 
ing over  highly  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  Very  minor  adjustment  marks 
are  visible  on  the  reverse. 

This  variety  is  slightly  more  available  in  uwii  grades  than  the  previ- 
ous V-3  combination,  however  the  superb  gem  offered  here  must  be 
considered  of  the  highest  rarity.  We  won’t  guarantee  this  to  be  the  fin- 
est known,  although  we  would  certainly  like  to  see  a nicer  one! 

Die  state:  both  dies  show  extremely  heavy  clash  marks.  The  ob- 
verse die  crack  described  in  the  previous  lot  is  slightly  advanced.  The 
reverse  has  die  cracks  in  and  around  ED.  A crack  from  the  rim  through 
the  center  ofE  (UNITED)  joins  a leafbelow.  A branch  from  this  crack 
passes  above  E to  the  top  of  D and  on  to  a leaf  tip  between  D and  S.  A 
short  crack  connects  this  branch  with  the  right  top  of  E.  An  additional 
crack  from  the  border  to  the  upper  right  curve  ot  D joins  the  branch 
crack  at  this  letter. 

Characteristic  of  the  rare  coin  market  is  that  collections  tend  to 
cycle  through  several  owners,  in  sharp  contrast  to  art  and  autographs, 
where  many  choice  items  go  to  museums  and  stay  there.  Still,  it  is 
often  the  situation  that  a coin  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection  or  an- 


other remarkable  cabinet  will  go  into  another  fine  holding  and  re- 
main there  for  a generation.  Indeed,  in  the  Ehasberg  offering  in  1996 
there  were  some  coins  that  had  been  off  the  market  for  a century 
(having  traced  their  pedigree  to  the  John  M.  Clapp  Collection  in 
the  1890s). 

Among  half  dimes,  the  1796-1797  is  the  rarest  of  the  design  types, 
this  being  true  in  aU  grades.  The  following  type,  1800-1805  with 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  would  be  rarer  in  Mint  State  were  it  not  for 
a number  of  the  1800  date  existing  at  this  level  (those  from  1801  to 
1805  are  impossible  to  find  so  choice). 

When  Jim  Ruddy  was  gathering  illustrations  for  his  Photograde 
book  in  the  late  1960s  he  found  that  half  dimes  of  the  1796-1797 
type  were  the  most  difficult  to  locate  across  a wide  range  of  grades, 
even  more  so  than  certain  silver  issues,  including  the  rarer  but  re- 
lated 1796-1797  half  doUar. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  899.  Earlier  pedigree  unclear,  but  probably  includes 
Scott’s  130th  sale,  December  1894,  the  Wilson  Sale,  1906,  or  the  Elarlan 
P.  Smith  Sale,  June  1906,  all  of  which  are  listed  in  the  Clapp  notebook  but 
none  can  be  specifically  tied  to  the  example  offered  in  the  Eliaslicrg  auction. 
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Important  1800  Half  Dime 
Lustrous  AU 
First  Year  of  Type 


323  1800  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A lovely  example 

of  the  first  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  He- 
raldic Eagle  reverse,  this  half  dime  will  be  a pleasing  addition  to  a 
choice  collection.  The  surfaces  are  lilac  overall  with  some  accents 
of  gray  m the  recessed  areas.  The  striking  is  sharp  in  some  areas 
and  light  in  others,  but  overall  is  considerably  finer  than  typically 
seen  on  the  later  dates  of  this  design  (extending  through  1805). 

Important  and  Rare  1801  Half  Dime 

Remarkable  Strike  and  Appearance 


324  1801  LM-2,  V-1/2.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Although  from 

the  standpoint  of  the  assigned  grade  this  1801  half  dime  is  desir- 
able enough,  the  present  specimen  transcends  that  in  view  of  its 
significantly  finer  than  average  strike.  While  half  dimes  dated  1800, 
the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  are  usually  fairly  sharp  in  most  areas,  that  is 
not  at  all  true  for  the  later  dates  of  the  type,  1801-1805.  The  present 
coin  is  very  well  detailed  on  the  obverse,  with  most  hair  strands 
being  defined  and  with  excellent  stars,  some  exceptions,  but  mi- 
nor. There  is  a small  cud  at  the  dentils  below  the  drapery  to  the 
right,  and  some  filling  of  the  dentils  on  the  right  border,  charac- 
teristic of  the  die  state.  A clash  mark  can  be  seen  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck.  On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  equally  remarkable, 
with  excellent  details  in  nearly  all  areas.  Some  filling  of  the  dentils 
IS  seen  on  the  reverse.  Lustre  is  seen  on  both  sides,  most  promi- 
nent on  the  reverse. 

The  halt  dime  specialist  will  want  to  contemplate  this  offering 
carefully  and  bid  liberally. 

NGC  Census:  2;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Landmark  1805  Half  Dime 
Superb  AU  Grade 
The  Eliasberg  Coin 


325  1805  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  Among  half  dimes 

of  the  1800-1805  type,  all  range  from  rare  to  very  rare,  except  for 
the  first  year,  1800.  The  1805,  as  offered  here,  is  hardly  ever  seen 
in  grades  finer  than  VF,  and  even  VF  pieces  are  elusive.  This  is  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  coin,  described  in  1996  as: 

Extreme  localized  weakness  as  always  seen  on  genuine  specimens. 
The  bust  is  completely  flat  with  the  clouds,  stars,  and  legend  weak  or 
missing  opposite  the  bust,  due  to  opposing  recesses  in  the  obverse  and 
reverse  dies.  The  O in  OF  is  not  visible.  Light  ivory  lustre  with  darker 
toning  including  a large  dark  toning  area  over  the  hair  ribbon,  left  field, 
and  stars  4 through  6.  The  reverse  is  very  attractive  light  ivory.  A few 
very  minor  abrasions  are  noted. 

“The  characteristics  of  strike  on  this  coin  are  typical  of  virtually 
every  one  of  the  100  or  so  1805  half  dimes  existing.  In  his  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  noted  the  existence  of  only  one  Uncircu- 
lated example  followed  by  about  seven  grading  Extremely  Fine.  The 
currently  ottered  example  is  certainly  among  the  top  half  dozen  known 
examples  of  these  popular  issues. 

For  the  specialist  this  represents  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a de- 
lightful combination  of  a rare  date,  high  grade,  and  incomparable 
pedigree. 

NGC  Census:  3;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasbert^,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  907. 


Proof  like  Gem  1831  Half  Dime 


326  1831  LM-4,  V-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  A splendid  speci- 

men with  prooflike  surfaces,  deeper  on  the  obverse  than  on  the 
reverse.  Intensely  mottled  blue  and  magenta  toning.  Sharply  struck. 
NGC  Census:  1 ; none  tiner  within  the  designation. 
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327  1833  LM-4.1,V-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lovely  half  dime 

combining  the  justifiably  high  certified  grade  of  MS-65  with  de- 
cent strike  (almost  needle  sharp,  but  not  quite),  deep,  rich  lustre, 
and  with  artistic  natural  toning.  These  factors  come  together  to 
create  a coin  that  stands  high  among  those  graded  MS-65  in  the 
market.  As  such,  it  is  ideal  for  consideration  for  a type  set,  as  well 
as  acquisition  by  the  half  dime  specialist. 


Gem  Mint  State  1837  Half  Dime 

Vivid  Iridescent  Toning 


Gem  1838  Half  Dime 


330  1838  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Gray  and  electric  blue  sur- 

faces with  some  areas  of  light  gold  and  magenta,  over  well-struck 
features.  A nice  example  of  the  first  year  with  stars  on  the  obverse. 
Similar  to  all,  there  is  no  drapery  at  the  elbow,  thus  constituting  a 
distinct  type. 


331 


Superb  Gem  1849  Half  Dime 

Condition  Rarity 


1849  MS-68  (NGC)  . An  intensely  toned  coin  with  vivid  magenta, 
blue,  and  gold  hues  on  both  sides.  Condition  Census  within  the 
NGC  Census. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


328  1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Vivid  blue-green  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces,  with 
some  splashes  of  gold.  An  ideal  example  for  the  growing  number 
of  numismatists  who  enjoy  attractive  patination. 

In  1837  and  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1838  (1838-0),  half  dimes  and 
dimes  were  made  of  the  Liberty  Seated  type  without  obverse  stars,  copying  the 
illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836  by  Christian  Gobrecht.  The  absence  of  stars  gives 
these  pieces  an  attractive  cameo  effect,  perhaps  causing  the  viewer  to  wish  that 
stars  had  not  been  added  soon  afterward.  In  any  event,  the  type  was  short  lived, 
causing  great  demand  for  it  today. 

329  1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  Repunched  7.  MS-63.  Deeply 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  iridescent  toning.  A lovely  coin  which 
bespeaks  quality  sometimes  seen  at  the  MS-65  level,  but  not  always 
even  then.  An  in-person  inspection  of  this  piece  will  reveal  a coin 
that  has  needle-sharp  details,  deep  rich  lustre,  and  attractive  ton- 
ing— the  latter  being  about  as  artistic  as  can  be  imagined.  Here, 
indeed,  is  a very  special  example  of  this  issue. 

Considering  both  half  dimes  and  dimes  with  this  design,  the  half  dime  is 
much  more  available  in  Mint  State,  as  here,  than  is  the  dime.  Still,  in  view  of  the 
great  desire  to  own  such  pieces  the  appearance  of  a coin  such  as  this  will  attract 
a lot  of  attention. 


Superb  Gem  1858  Half  Dime 


332  1858  MS-67  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  delicate  golden  ton- 

ing. Exceptionally  high  grade.  The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  have 
clashed,  producing  some  very  interesting  characteristics  in  the  field, 
as  viewed  under  magnification.  Near  the  drapery  at  Miss  Liberty’s 
elbow  can  be  seen  a clear  E transferred  from  DIME  on  the  reverse, 
this  being  one  of  many  indications  of  that  die  striking  event. 


333  1858  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  gray  and  iri- 

descent toning  on  both  sides.  An  attractive  example  in  a particu- 
larly high  grade. 
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Marvelous  Gem  1859  Half  Dime 
Proof-67 


334  1859  Repunched  Date.  Proof-67  (NGC).  A marvelous  speci- 

men combining  a high  grading  number  with  a nice  pedigree,  that 
of  Phil  Kaufman,  who  was  a connoisseur  of  early  Proof  issues. 

The  surfaces  are  deeply  mirrorlike  overlaid  with  golden  toning 
at  the  center  segueing  to  magenta,  then  to  blue  and  gold,  the  ever- 
popular  “album  toning”  so  desired  today.  Half  dimes  of  the  1859 
year  arc  a sub-type  in  themselves,  with  some  slight  differences  in 
the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty,  not  used  in  earlier  dates.  To  see  this 
coin  is  to  want  to  own  it! 

From  the  Phil  Kaufman  Collection. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 

A Unique  Variety  Year 


335  1859  Repunched  Date.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  example 

with  iridescent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A tiny  planchet  flake 
is  seen  in  the  right  obverse  field. 

The  NGC  label  incorrectly  states  that  this  is  a dime,  when  it  is,  in  fact,  a 
half  dime. 


336 


1859-0  MS-65  (NGC).  An  item  for  the  connoisseur,  this  par- 
ticular Mint  State  1859-0  half  dime  is  far  nicer  than  typically  seen 
for  this  grade  and  mint.  The  obverse  is  lustrous  and  frosty,  light 
gold  at  the  center,  changing  to  blue  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  a 
mixture  of  magenta  and  blue.  Details  are  well  struck,  and  the  overall 
effect  IS  quite  pleasing. 

NC.f  Census:  10;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


DIMES 

Early  dimes?  How  about  a choice  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  de- 
nomination, 1796,  followed  by  a 1797  13  Stars  and  a 1798/7,  both  in  high 
grade,  and  the  John  J.  Pittman  MS-64  1798?  Mix  in  Pittman’s  1804  13 
Stars  Reverse  in  choice  AU,  then  follow  them  all  with  a gem  MS-66  1805 
4 Berries,  and  you  get  an  idea  of  where  this  offering  is  headed!  A choice 
MS-64  1809  Capped  Bust  dime  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type  is 
here,  as  are  many  other  dates  within  the  type  in  high  and  desirable  grades. 
Liberty  Seated  design  types  are  represented  by  a Proof  1837  from  the  first 
year  of  the  type,  and  other  rarities  in  various  grades  appear  as  well,  includ- 
ing a choice  Uncirculated  1856-S.  Many  other  rare  and  desirable  issues  are 
included,  among  them  Mint  State  examples  of  the  1871-CC,  1872-CC, 
and  1874-CC  rarities!  We’d  be  remiss  if  we  didn’t  mention  the  wealth  of 
Barber  dime  rarities  included  here.  A gorgeous  MS-66  1895-0  is  featured, 
along  with  a MS-65  1896-S  and  an  1897-0  in  the  same  grade.  Mercury 
dimes  include  a nearly  complete  set  of  coins  that  lacks  just  the  1945  issue, 
and  runs  the  grading  gamut  from  VG  up  to  Mint  State  (in  the  later  years). 
A 1921  in  MS-64  is  followed  immediately  by  a 1921-D  in  MS-65  FBI  The 
Mercury  offering  ends  with  a trio  of  1942/1  and  1942/1-D  overdates.  To 
think  so  much  excitement  could  be  stirred  up  by  “one  thin  dime”  (or,  in 
this  case,  a score  or  more  of  “thin”  dimes)! 


Key  1796  Dime 
John  Reich-2 


(2.x  photo) 

337  1796  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-4.  Net  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU- 

58.  Offered  as  net  EF-45,  this  coin  is  sharper,  as  indicated,  but 
shows  a small  repair  at  the  rim  near  star  7.  In-person  inspection  is 
recommended.  The  striking  sharpness  is  excellent  on  both  sides 
and  other  than  the  repair,  the  piece  is  very  handsome. 
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Rare  1797  13  Stars  Dime 


338  1797  JR-2.  Rarity-4. 13  Stars.  AU-58.  A lovely  coin,  well  struck 

in  most  areas,  and  with  a bold  and  handsome  appearance.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  full  dentils,  especially  prominent  on  the 
obverse,  serving  to  frame  the  design.  Abundant  mint  lustre  is  vis- 
ible in  protected  areas.  Dimes  of  the  1796-1797  style  with  Draped 
Bust  obverse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse  are  quite  elusive,  the  1797 
being  the  rarer  of  the  two  dates. 


Memorable  1798/7  Overdate  Dime 
Condition  Census  Quality 


339 


1798/7  JR-2.  Rarity-5+.  13  Stars  Reverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Light  gray  toning  with  splashes  of  blue  and  lilac  characterizes  both 
sides.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  as  usual  for  the  vari- 
ety. The  overdate  feature  is  bold.  While  the  1798/7  ranges  from 
scarce  to  rare  in  all  grades,  at  the  level  offered  here  it  is  high  in  the 
PCGS  Population,  with  just  one  finer.  The  specialist  in  the  field 
of  American  dimes  will  find  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
opportunities  in  the  present  catalogue — a sale  that  is  remarkable 
for  the  rarities  it  contains.  Moreover,  the  13  Star  reverse,  as  here, 
is  unpriced  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
over  EF,  verifying  its  elusive  nature. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; 1 finer  (MS-62). 


Coins  at  any  grade 


Near  Gem  1798  Dime 

The  Pittman  Coin 


(2x  photo) 

340  1798  JR-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 


show  pleasing  golden  toning  and  blue  highlights  over  silver  gray 
fields.  Nicely  struck  and  well  detailed,  good  definition  at  centers 
of  both  sides,  positively  no  marks  or  flaws  of  consequence.  Late 
die  state  with  a heavy  crack  downward  between  TY  of  LIBERTY 
to  nose  and  another  from  Liberty’s  chin  into  field.  An  exquisite 
quality  piece,  finer  than  the  EF  James  A.  Stack  coin  of  the  same 
die  state.  A piece  that  would  honorably  fill  a gap  in  a Mint  State 
type  collection,  but  may  also  be  destined  for  an  early  dime  variety 
collection  of  the  first  water. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  Barney  Bbiestone’s  90th  sale,  December  1945,  Lot  539;  David 
Akers  Numismatics’  sale  of  the John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  October  1997, 
Lot  536.  The  original  Pittman  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

341  Group  of  early  dimes:  ☆ 1801 JR-1.  Rarity-4.  NetVG-lO,  sharp- 
ness of  F-12  with  light  porosity.  Still  a pleasing  even  gray  ☆ 1821 
JR-5.  Rarity-3.  VF-30,  a few  minor  scratches  ☆ 1823  JR-2.  Rar- 
ity-5. VF-30.  Rich  iridescent  blue  and  gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1851  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  overtones  with  rich  olive-gray  high- 
lights. Good  underlying  lustre  is  seen  ☆ 1 874  Arrows.  VF-35 . Rose 
and  silver  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1886  MS-60.  Deep  olive-gray 
with  hints  ofiridescent  blue  ☆ 1912-D  MS-63.  Deep  rich  mottled 
gold,  rose,  sea  green,  and  silver  gray  on  both  surfaces  ☆1913  AU- 
58.  Deep  rich  silver  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1915  AU-58.  Frosty 
silver  gray  with  iridescent  highlights.  (Total:  9 pieces) 
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Highly  Important  1804  Dime 
JR-1,  13  Stars  on  Reverse 
The  Pittman  Coin 
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1804  JR-1.  Rarity-5.  13  Stars  Reverse.  AU-53  (PCGS).  This 
lovely  piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  thejohn  Jay  Pittman  Collection, 
sold  by  David  Akers,  and  there  described  as: 

Five  berries  on  olive  branch.  Sharply  struck  and  well  centered. 
Beautiful  warm  reddish-gold,  violet  and  blue  toning.  Sharp  nick  on 
the  obverse  rim  near  the  tip  of  the  bust.  There  is  one  scratch  running 
vertically  from  the  eagle’s  neck  through  the  horizontal  lines  of  the 
shield,  but  the  fields  are  otherwise  quite  clean.  Stars  4,  5,  6 and  10 
above  the  eagle  are  weak,  the  others  quite  sharp.  As  a variety,  this  is 
about  twice  as  common  as  the  14  star  variety.  Both  as  a date  rarity  and 
as  a condition  rarity,  the  1804  is  the  premier  date  of  this  type  since  it  is 
unknown  (either  variety)  in  full  Mint  State.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
examples  known  of  the  date  and  variety.  Purchased  by  JJP  for  S61  from 
Barney  Bluestone’s  90th  sale,  12/45,  where  it  appeared  as  Lot  1341. 

Today  it  has  been  certified,  and  within  the  ranks  of  the  PCGS 
experience  it  is  one  ofjust  two  at  this  level,  with  not  a single  piece 
finer.  For  a long  time  the  date  1804  has  had  a special  cachet,  and 
among  the  silver  series  the  date  is  particularly  well  known. 


PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  Bartley  Bluestone’s  90th  sale,  December  1945,  Dtt  1541;  David 
Akers  Numismatics,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  Octo- 
ber 1997,  Lot  541. 


Incredible  1805  JR-2  Dime 

Superb  Gem  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 


343 


1805  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  4 Berries.  MS-66  (NGC).  Mint  State 
coins  of  the  elusive  1798-1807  type  combining  Draped  Bust  ob- 
verse with  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  are  always  a compromise — one 
problem  or  another.  Some,  particularly  toward  the  end  of  the  se- 
ries are  very  flatly  struck,  lacking  much  detail.  The  present  coin  is 
a pleasing  exception  and  ranks  high  among  the  finest  known  of 
this  general  type  and,  even  higher  among  those  of  this  date  and 
variety.  Some  planchet  adjustment  marks  are  seen  on  the  obverse 
but  are  mainly  hidden  in  the  hair.  The  striking  on  the  obverse  is 
quite  good,  and  the  lustre  is  deep  and  rich — as  nice  as  when  made. 
Light  toning  overlays  the  entire  surface,  adding  beauty. 

The  reverse  is  very  well  struck,  exceptionally  so,  and  is  needle 
sharp  save  for  just  a few  trivial  areas.  Again,  the  lustre  is  deep  and 
rich  and  the  toning  is  beautiful.  Within  the  realm  of  dimes  of  this 
type,  the  present  coin  is  truly  special. 


Splendid  1809  Dime 

First  Year  of  Type 
Condition  Census  Quality 


(2x  photo) 

344  1809  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the 

1809  dime,  the  present  piece  is  in  exceptionally  high  grade,  in- 
deed Condition  Census  within  the  PCGS  enumeration.  Both  ob- 
verse and  reverse  are  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  overlaid  with  light 
lilac  and  gray  toning,  evolving  to  hints  of  blue  at  the  borders.  At 
the  center  the  striking  details  arc  exquisite,  indeed  marvelous.  .\t 
the  obverse  border  left  and  right  the  star  centers  are  light,  this  be- 
ing about  par  for  the  1809  issue.  All  told  it  is  a superior  cx.imple  of 
the  date  and  type. 

I’CGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

John  Reich  was  hired  by  the  Mint  to  do  contract  work  at  the  turn  iT  the 
19th  century.  In  ensuing  years  he  turned  out  some  beautiful  medals  plus,  (hsssi- 
bly,  some  other  dies  not  attributed  tosLiy  In  1807  he  was  hin-d  as  an  assistant  to 
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Cliiet  Engraver  Robert  Scot,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  resigning  in 
1H17.  Today  Reicli  is  best  remembered  for  his  Capped  Bust  motif,  as  used  here, 
first  employed  on  the  silver  half  dollar  of  1807,  later  elsewhere.  He  also  modi- 
fied the  copper  and  gold  coinage  of  the  era.  Today  his  name  is  remembered  by 
thejohn  Reich  Collectors  Society  (JRCS),  a group  of  enthusiasts  who  appreci- 
ate not  only  Reich's  coinage  but  the  work  of  other  engravers  in  the  gold  and 
silver  series,  dating  hack  to  1794. 


1829  Curl  Base  2 Dime 


345  1811/09  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck  except  at 

the  lower  right  of  the  reverse.  Lustrous  with  mixed  golden  and 
gray  toning,  this  is  an  exceptionally  high-grade  example  of  this 
interesting  overdate.  In  the  fields  there  are  some  dark  streaking, 
occlusions  in  the  planchet,  which  can  be  seen  in  the  left  obverse 
field  and  on  the  reverse.  This  is  one  of  the  finer  examples  to  come 
on  the  market  in  recent  times. 

PCGS  Population;  8;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Mint  State  1811/09  Dime 


(2x  photo) 


Rainbow-Toned  1823/2  Dime 


346  1823/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen 

with  lovely  rainbow  toning  in  the  “halo”  or  “album  toning”  for- 
mat, around  the  borders.  Magenta  and  gold  at  the  center  changes 
to  blue  and  yellow  at  the  borders. 

From  Dm>id  Akers’  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  October 
1997,  Lot  553. 

Iridescent  AU  1824/2  Dime 


347  1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  ex- 

ample with  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning,  with  hints  of  gold, 
blue,  and  magenta.  A very  attractive  piece  overall  and  in  a grade 
not  often  seen.  With  a value,  perhaps,  in  the  $1, ()()()  range,  this 
piece  illustrates  how  affordable  truly  rare  United  States  coins  can 
be  once  the  Mint  State  level  is  left  behind.  The  present  coin  rep- 
resents a remarkable  opportunity  in  our  view. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  12  finer  (MS-6,S  finest). 


348  1829  JR-10.  Rarity-6.  Curl  Base  2.  Fair-2  (PCGS).  An  im- 

portant offering  of  this  rare  variety  that  is  seldom  seen.  Unfortu- 
nately, nearly  all  examples  are  very  low  grade,  but  on  this  positive 
side  with  respect  to  the  present  offering,  the  typical  low-grade 
nature  of  the  examples  seen  makes  every  example  important  re- 
gardless of  condition!  Heavily  and  unevenly  worn,  however,  the 
key  feature  of  the  variety,  the  date  with  the  curl  base  2 is  one  of  the 
sharpest  details  on  the  obverse.  Only  a handful  of  examples  of  this 
rare  die  combination  have  shown  up  since  its  discovery  in  1973.  A 
prize  for  the  early  dime  specialist! 


Extraordinary  1834  Capped  Bust  Dime 
JR-5,  Finest  PCGS  Grade 


(H 


(7^0  (2x  photo) 

349  1834  JR-5.  Rarity-1.  Large  4.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A splendid 

specimen,  the  finest  of  the  so-called  Large  4 variety  to  fall  under 
the  eyes  of  the  graders  at  PCGS.  The  obverse  toning  is,  in  a word, 
vivid  and  is  mostly  blue,  accented  with  splashes  of  magenta.  The 
striking  is  superb.  The  reverse  is  similarly  well  struck,  but  has  a 
different  schedule  of  toning,  mottled  magenta  with  occasional 
splashes  of  blue  over  satiny  lustre.  A piece  of  exceptional  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Choice  Mint  State  1834  Dime 
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1834  JR-7.  Rarity-2.  Large  4.  MS-64  (ICG).  Mottled  lilac- 
gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces  with  splashes  of  bluish  green 
and  rose-gray. 
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Rare  Proof  1837  No  Stars  Dime 

Large  Date 


351  1837  Large  Date,  No  Stars.  Proof-61.  Upon  first  inspection  the 

deep  reflectivity  of  the  smooth  Proof  fields  immediately  catches  the 
eye,  particularly  on  the  reverse  where  the  fields  have  been  better 
protected  by  the  devices.  Up  close,  under  magnification  it  is  seen 
that  the  coin  has  been  somewhat  mishandled  over  the  years  and 
lightly  cleaned  in  a misguided  attempt  at  betterment,  but  this  is  not 
unusual  for  this  issue  in  Proof  (or  for  just  about  any  early  Proof  as 
the  toning  that  naturally  occurred  on  these  special  pieces  was  not 
always  seen  as  desirable  and  many  early  Proofs  are  heavily  hairlined 
from  cleanings).  That  said,  the  surfaces  of  the  present  piece  are  not 
as  rough  as  sometimes  seen  and  good  eye  appeal  remains.  As  noted 
earlier  the  fields  retain  nice  reflectivity.  The  majority'  of  the  obverse 
is  brilliant  silver,  while  deep  olive-brown  has  formed  around  the 
periphery,  and  below  Liberty'.  The  reverse  is  about  75%  toned  deep 
gray  with  areas  of  bright  silver  showing  through. 

The  diagnostics  of  the  Proof  issues  as  described  in  Breen’s  Proof  Emyclopvdia 
are  clearly  evident  on  this  piece,  namely  the  fine  die  line  through  (STAT)ES  0(F), 
and  a sharp  spur  from  the  rim  over  the  first  T in  STATES.  The  Large  Date  is 
characterized  by  a flat  top  3,  and  it  is  the  only  variety  found  in  Proof 

The  lot  is  accompanied  by  a Walter  Breen  letter  that  states:  “It  appears  to  be 
one  of  the  initial  30  minted  specially  (not  included  in  the  regular  mintage  reports) 
as  proofs  and  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  Treasury...”  Nearly  all  of  these  went  to 
non-numismatic  recipients,  for  very  few  unimpaired  specimens  exist  today. 
Accompanied  by  a Walter  Breen  letter. 


Superb  Gem  1839  Dime 
Liberty  Seated,  No  Drapery 
Condition  Census 


352  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-67  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  at  the  centers, 

brilliant,  and  with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal,  this  beautiful  piece  will 
probably  find  its  home  in  a type  set.  The  detail  is  exquisite  on  the 
seated  figure  and  the  stars.  There  is  some  lightness  of  the  dentils,  as 
made,  and  on  the  reverse  some  striae  from  the  die  preparation  pro- 
jcs-.  (indicating  this  must  have  been  an  early  impression). 

N*  ■(  ■'  rnuis  Ifi,  S finer  (MS-bH"#  finest). 


353  1852-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  example  of  this  scarce 

issue  with  “halo”  toning  around  the  borders,  iridescent  with  shades 
of  electric  blue  and  gold,  changing  to  gold  and  silver  at  the  cen- 
ters. The  strike  is  superb,  and  the  overall  aspect  is  quite  pleasing, 
especially  when  the  lively  underlying  lustre  is  factored  into  the 
equation.  Just  two  1852-0  dimes  have  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  beauty  by  NGC,  presenting  yet  another  reason  to  actively 
pursue  this  coin.  Need  another  reason?  The  seateddimeifarieties.com 
website  calls  this  date  Rarity-6  in  Uncirculated  grades  despite  the 
sizeable  mintage  for  the  issue  of 430,000  pieces.  For  the  dime  spe- 
cialist this,  indeed,  is  2i  find. 

NGC  Census:  11;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

F-101.  High  sloping  date,  centered  Large  O mintmark. 

The  four-digit  date  logotype  is  too  high  on  the  die,  with  the  top  of  the  1 
about  touching  the  base  of  Miss  Liberty.  Although  430,000  of  this  variety  were 
minted,  it  is  likely  that  most  were  melted,  as  they  were  worth  more  in  silver  or 
bullion  value  than  face  value. 

Lustrous  Gem  1853  Dime 

Arrows  at  Date 


354  1853  Arrows.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lustrous, 

and  with  superb  eye  appeal,  this  coin  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  seen  at  this  level.  Dimes  of  this  type  are  not  particularly  rare 
in  Mint  State,  even  in  MS-65,  but  most  are  rather  casually  struck 
and  have  poor  eye  appeal.  The  present  coin  is  remarkable  for  its 
quality,  and,  in  our  view,  deserves  a bid  far  in  advance  of  what  a 
typical  MS-65  coin  might  bring. 


355  1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  gray  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces.  Fairly  well  struck,  much  more  so  than  usual.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  first  of  three  years  from  this  era  with  arrows 
at  date. 
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Attractive  1853-0  Dime 

Among  Three  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1 356 


357 


1 

I 

I 
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1853-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A largely  brilliant  and  highly 
lustrous  example  of  the  1853-0  dime  with  arrows  at  date,  a splen- 
did piece  with  delicate  golden  toning.  In  Mint  State  this  variety  is 
seldom  seen.  For  every  1853-0  in  this  grade  in  numismatic  hands 
there  are  at  least  several  dozen  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterparts. 
One  of  only  two  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-64  by  PCGS, 
with  but  a solitary  example  graded  finer  by  that  firm.  Choice  Mint 
State  quality  is  defined  here! 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-65).  ' 

Pair  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes:  ☆ 1856  Large  Date.  MS-62.  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  of  iridescent  gray  at  the  rims  ☆ 1858-0  AU- 
58.  Mixture  of  olive-gray,  gold,  rose,  lilac,  and  blue  iridescence 
on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Gorgeous  1856-0  Dime 

Repunched  Date 


1856-0  Repunched  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  lus- 
trous, brilliant,  and  with  splendid  eye  appeal,  this  1856-0  offers 
anything  and  everything  that  the  advanced  discriminating  buyer 
could  hope  to  find.  Beyond  that,  there  is  the  appeal  of  a dramati- 
cally repunched  date,  with  the  off-register  increasing  to  the  last 
digit,  below  which  is  shown  much  of  the  earlier  6.  Also,  we  note 
the  present  choice  Mint  State  dime  is  among  the  10  finest  examples 
of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS,  not  a mean  accomplishment  when 
one  considers  that  nearly  1.2  million  1856-0  dimes  were  struck! 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

F-l()4.  “56  Repunched  up,  Large  O,  die  lines  rim  to  UNITED.” 


Landmark  1856-S  Dime 

Choice  Mint  State 


)4d6D 


(2x  photo) 


359  1856-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  beautiful. 

This  1856-S  dime  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence.  Only  70,000 
were  struck  in  1856,  this  being  the  first  year  that  the  dime  de- 
nomination was  produced  at  San  Francisco.  There  is  no  record  of 
even  a single  example  being  deliberately  saved  by  a numismatist. 
Accordingly,  virtually  all  have  disappeared  over  the  years,  and  most 
of  the  few  survivors  are  well  worn.  The  present  coin  is  absolutely 
incredible  in  its  importance  and  aspect,  combining  a numerical 
grade  and,  far  more  significant  (in  our  opinion),  absolutely  com- 
manding eye  appeal.  This  certainly  is  a “must  have”  coin  for  an 
advanced  collector!  r ("‘7^ 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest).  ^ 

r (ZK 

Seldom  Seen  Mint  State  1858-S  Dime 


360  1858-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Mottled  medium  silver,  golden  brown, 

and  gunmetal-blue  toning  on  well-struck  surfaces.  Lustrous.  Mint 
State  survivors  from  the  production  of  just  60,000  pieces  are  sel- 
dom seen  today.  Indeed,  most  advanced  specialized  cabinets  of 
Liberty  Seated  dimes  over  the  years  have  not  had  a Mint  State  coin 
at  any  level.  As  Liberty  Seated  dime  specialist  Gerry  Fortin  noted 
at  his  website,  scateddimevarieties.com,  ” 1858-S  dimes  are  very  scarce 
in  any  grade.  In  grades  of  VF  or  better,  1858-S  dimes  are  more 
difficult  to  locate  than  either  the  1856-S  or  1859-S  dates.  This 
date  is  extremely  rare  in  Mint  State.”  Here,  indeed,  is  another 
opportunity. 

^14(50 
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Seldom  Seen  1860-0  Dime  Rarity 


Elusive  Mint  State  1863-S  Dime 


A Key  to  the  Series 
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1860-0  MS-60.  Cleaned  at  one  time,  this  piece  has  since  retoned 
and  is  a very  attractive  example  of  this  incredible  rarity,  a key  to 
the  series.  The  obverse  is  brilliant,  somewhat  prooflike,  with  light 
toning  and  splashes  of  magenta.  Some  tiny  scratches  are  seen  be- 
tween the  two  central  date  figures.  The  reverse  is  primarily  lus- 
trous silver  with  some  areas  of  gold. 

The  1860-0,  representing  the  first  year  with  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the  obverse  and  the  “cereal  wreath 
reverse,”  of  which  only  40,000  were  minted  in  New  Orleans,  has 
always  been  considered  a prize.  The  present  piece  would  be  nicer, 
of  course,  if  it  were  gem  Mint  State,  but  it  is  not.  However,  ex- 
amination will  reveal  that  is  has  a beauty  all  ofits  own  and,  of  course, 
the  rarity  is  unquestioned. 

From  ILiRCOA  and  David  Akers  Numismatics’  Nitmisma  95  sale, 
August  1995,  Lot  2110. 


1863  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fuUy  proofhke,  so  much  so 
that  if  it  were  not  certified  as  Mint  State  many  might  opt  for  a Proof 
designation.  Silver  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A splendid 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Civil  War  date.  Only  14,000  dimes  of 
the  date  were  struck,  a low-mintage  trend  that  was  seen  in  many  of 
the  denominations  from  the  eastern  mints  during  the  Civil  War  era. 
Simply  lovely,  equally  irresistible,  and  likely  to  draw  serious  bidding 
competition  when  it  makes  its  appearance  on  the  auction  floor. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  14  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


363  1863  MS-62.  A very  sharp  and  particularly  deeply  struck  example, 

seemingly  made  as  a Proof,  but  this  is  a matter  of  opinion,  and  here 
It  is  classified  as  Mint  State.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly 
proofiike.  with  wire  rims  on  both  sides.  Some  satiny  lustre  is  seen 
at  the  center  of  the  reverse.  Perhaps  this  low-mintage  issue  is  an 
early  strike  from  polished  dies.  In  any  event,  all  features  are  bold 
and  at  this  level,  it  is  at  once  rare  and  desirable. 

From  RARCOA  and  David  Akers  Numismatics’  Numisma  95  sale, 
.■\u^u.<t  1995,  D>t2ll5. 


Among  Five  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 
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12506 


1863-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  and  lilac  highlights  on  lus- 
trous, satiny  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  essentially 
full  design  elements  present  on  both  sides,  a touch  of  weakness  at 
Liberty’s  head  defining  the  only  area  wanting  in  complete  detail. 
Much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  its  mintage  of  157,500  pieces  in- 
dicates, as  much  of  the  mintage  saw  intense  use  in  commerce  on 
the  West  Coast.  In  fact,  the  seateddimevarieties .com  website  indicates 
a Rarity-7  rating  for  the  date  in  any  Mint  State  grade.  The  PCGS 
Population  Report  shows  just  five  examples  of  the  date  at  MS-62,  as 
here,  or  finer,  with  none  of  the  finer  pieces  above  MS-65.  A no- 
table sleeper  in  the  series  in  Uncirculated,  and  a date  that  is  highly 
desirable  to  those  in  the  know;  now,  you’re  “in  the  know”  as  well! 


PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Low-Mintage  1864  Dime 

Choice  Uncirculated 


365  1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A prooflike  pale  golden  example  ofa  popu- 

lar and  elusive  low-mintage  date.  Strong  underlying  lustre  adds 
greatly  to  the  eye  appeal,  and  the  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  1 1 ,000 
circulation  strikes  also  beckons  would-be  bidders.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date  (from  lightly  clashed  dies),  with  just  a tad  of  weakness 
in  places  in  the  reverse  wreath.  Fewer  than  20  1864  dimes  have 
been  certified  finer  than  the  present  choice  Uncirculated  coin, 
which  backs  up  our  claim  of  “elusive”  where  the  date  is  concerned. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  17  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Seldom  Seen  Mint  State  1864-S  Dime 


366  1864-S  MS-63.  A lustrous  example.  Mint  State,  bright  from  a 

light  cleaning.  Sharply  detailed  and  quite  attractive  overall.  Indeed, 
most  would  simply  call  this  “brilliant  Mint  State”  without  further 
comment. 

This  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest  1864-S  dimes  we  have  ever  seen. 
The  issue  is  scarce  at  aU  levels,  and  is  very  rare  in  the  preservation 
offered  here. 

From  R.4  RCOA  and  David  .4  kers  Numismatics ' Numisma  95  sale, 
August  1995,  Lot  2119 
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Key  Date  1865  Dime 

Choice  Mint  State 


1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  sharply  struck 
surfaces.  ILich  lustre.  An  outstanding  example  of  this  highly  im- 
portant issue,  of  which  just  10,000  circulation  strikes  were  made. 
In  today’s  market  coins  that  are  certified  less  than  MS-65  can  offer 
tremendous  value  in  terms  of  rarity  and  desirability.  Contemplate 
the  number  minted,  the  number  certified,  and  everything  else, 
and  you  surely  will  agree. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  7 finer  {MS-67  finest). 


Superb  Gem  1867  Dime 

Among  Dozen  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1867  MS-66  (NGC).  Gorgeous  halo  iridescent  toning  over 
prooflike  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  Another  example  of  a Philadel- 
phia Mint  rarity,  a variety  of  which  just  6,000  circulation  strikes 
were  minted,  the  lowest  regular  issue  mintage  figure  in  the  entire 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series!  Coins  combining  this  high  grade  plus 
such  exceptional  eye  appeal  are  seldom  seen.  In  fact,  just  a dozen 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  MS-66  or  finer  by  NGC, 
with  just  three  of  those  finer  than  the  presently  offered  beauty. 
Whatever  you  pay  for  it  you  will  have  something  after  the  sale  that 
many  seek  but  that  few  other  people  possess. 


NGC  Census:  9;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


Another  Remarkable  1867  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


A gorgeously  toned  gem  that  will  capture  your  attention  as  soon  as 
you  lay  your  eyes  upon  it!  Struck  from  a broadly  clashed  obverse 
die.  Good  things  often  come  in  pairs  in  American  Numismatic 
Rarities  sales,  and  where  else  could  you  find  two  such  rarities, 
both  MS-66?  It  this  were  not  enough,  sec  the  next  lot! 

NGC  Census:  9;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


Prooflike  1867  Dime  Rarity 

370  1867  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  nearly  completely  prooflike. 

Some  die  striation,  as  made,  and  as  seen  on  all  Mint  State  pieces  of 
this  issue.  A coin  of  incredible  rarity  and  desirability,  not  certified 
quite  as  high  as  the  preceding,  but  still  truly  remarkable  and  emi- 
nently desirable.  Among  the  dozen  finest  examples  of  the  date 
certified  by  PCGS,  and  worthy  of  note  as  such. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  6 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Imposing  1867-S  Dime 

Gorgeous  Mint  State 


). 
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1867-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A coin  of  imposing,  indeed  conrm^d- 
ing  importance.  Mint  State,  high  grade,  and  beautiful.  Light  goldeil-^  ^ 
toning  over  rich  lustrous  surfaces. 


Although  140,000  examples  were  struck  of  the  1867-S  dime. 


there  was  no  known  numismatic  interest  at  the  time,  not  even  the 
Mint  Cabinet  desired  to  save  an  example.  Accordingly,  most  be- 


Of 


lost  or  eventually  melted.  Today,  relatively  few  Mint  State 
pieces  exist  anywhere,  and  when  they  come  on  the  market,  they 
are  typically  not  as  fine  as  this  lovely  coin.  Indeed,  the  present  coin 
is  easily  Condition  Census  for  the  date — it’s  the  only  MS-64  1867- 
S dime  seen  to  date  by  PCGS,  and  just  one  specimen  of  the  date 
has  been  graded  finer  by  that  firm.  _ 


PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-65). 
F-102.  Die  chip  on  Liberry-’s  .shin. 


-c 


eo' 


(2x  photo) 


369  1867  MS-66  (NGC).  Another  gem  Mint  State  specimen  of  the 

date,  this  embodying  mottled  iridescent  toning  over  prooflike  sur- 
faces. Intense  gold,  vibrant  magenta,  and  exciting  electric  blue 
dominate,  and  other  shades  arc  present  in  an  enchanting  manner. 
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Impressive  1868-S  Dime 


1868-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  surfaces  with  lavender 
toning.  An  impressive  example  of  a coin  which  is  quite  scarce  in 
Mint  State  and  which  is  rare  with  this  much  eye  appeal.  We  can  be 
very  thankful  to  the  present  consignor,  a true  connoisseur,  for  the 
marvelous  offering  of  high-grade  Liberts’  Seated  dimes  ot  this  era. 
plus  many  other  quality  pieces  throughout  the  catalogue.  Fewer 
than  10  1868-S  dimes  have  been  called  MS-64  or  finer  by  P('GS. 
the  present  beauty  resting  high  among  those  pieces. 

PCGS  Popubition:  7;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  ICARITIES 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


Famous  1871-CC  Dime  Rarity 


Lustrous  Mint  State 


373  1871-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  toning  over  some- 

what prooflike  surfaces.  A Mint  State  example,  a very  nice  one,  of 
the  very  first  Carson  City  dime  issue.  Just  20,100  were  minted, 
from  which  production  only  a few  have  survived  today.  Perhaps 
the  importance  of  a specimen  of  the  date  in  any  level  of  Mint  State 
is  underscored  by  the  fact  that  A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
omits  any  pricing  over  the  AU-50  level — and  well  it  should,  as  the 
1871-CC  dime  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  within  the  denomina- 
tion, not  just  the  design  type,  and  that  holds  true  for  specimens  in 
any  grade!  Further,  the  present  coin  is  one  of  just  two  examples  of  the 
date  called  Mint  State  by  PCGS,  the  other  being  MS-64.  Beyond  a 
doubt,  the  present  piece  is  one  of  the  most  important  opportuni- 
ties in  this  catalogue,  and  we  expect  that  serious  Seated  dime  spe- 
cialists win  gather  to  test  each  other’s  bidding  mettle  when  this 
prized  rarity  crosses  the  auction  block! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  {MS-64). 
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1871-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  surfaces, 
well  struck,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  very 
nicest  1871-S  dimes  we  have  ever  seen,  never  mind  that  some 
exist  in  higher  grades.  We  suggest  that  you  look  at  this  piece  dur- 
ing the  lot  viewing  process,  and  if  you  do,  we  wouldn’t  be  sur- 
prised if  you  were  to  submit  a record  bid.  The  coin  is  that  nice! 
For  the  record,  this  beauty  is  among  the  10  finest  1871-S  dimes 
certified  by  PCGS — something  to  consider  when  you  plan  your 
bidding  strategy. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


TV'  Incredible  1872-CC  Dime  Rarity 

Sole  Mint  State  Example  Graded  by  PCGS 


375  1872-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Among  Liberty  Seated  dimes  the 

1872-CC  is  well  known  as  a rarity,  the  variety  being  almost  im- 
possible to  find  in  higher  grades.  Indeed,  similar  to  the  1871-CC, 
the  Guide  Book  omits  any  pricing  over  the  AU  level — these  being 
two  of  only  four  Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  the  entire  series  having 
no  price  in  Mint  State!  Again,  nice  things  come  in  pairs,  and  al- 
though there  is  only  one  1872-CC,  it  joins  with  the  preceding 
1871-CC  in  being  a truly  remarkable  offering.  It  might  well  be 
the  case  that  years  will  lapse  before  a similar  opportunity  occurs. 

Turning  to  the  coin  itself,  it  has  medium  gold  and  magenta 
toning  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  changing  to  splashes  of  gun- 
metal-blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  reverse  has  areas  of  blue 
and  green  at  the  center,  then  a band  of  magenta,  then  returning  to 
blue  and  gold,  “album  toning,”  no  doubt,  from  longtime  storage 
in  a “National”  or  similar  holder. 

If  you  are  specializing  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes  you  certainly 
have  the  time  and  leisure  to  acquire  the  majority  of  the  pieces  in 
Mint  State,  in  the  grades  that  you  desire.  However,  for  others, 
such  as  the  1871-CC  and  1872-CC,  opportunity  is  more  important 
than  the  price  paid,  and  a chance  missed  may  mean  a coin  lost 
forever.  Over  a long  course  of  years  the  vast  majority  of  specialized 
cabinets  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  have  lacked  each  of  these  varieties 
in  conditions  similar  to  that  offered  here.  Finally — not  that  you 
need  more  prompting — we  note  here  that  the  present  1872-CC 
dime  is  the  only  example  of  the  date  called  Mint  State  by  PCGSl 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


376  1873-S  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  heather  toning  over 

nearly  full  original  mint  lustre.  Nicely  struck  and  with  imposing 
overall  appearance.  While  the  1873-S  is  not  a famous  rarity,  this 
combination  of  high  grade,  most  original  mint  lustre,  and  great 
eye  appeal  offers  much  to  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist.  Stop  and 
consider  it,  tor  this  piece  will  be  very  nice  to  own. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMA'I  IC:  RARI  ITI-.S 
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Superb  Proof  1874  Dime 


Superb  Gem  1879  Dime 
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Census 


Arrows  at  Date 
Condition  Census 


Condition 


1879  MS-67  ★ (NGC).  A superb  specimen  ranking  high  in  the 
Condition  Census  from  a numerical  viewpoint,  this  dime  goes  be- 
yond this  and  is  deserving  of  a blue  ribbon  in  terms  of  eye  appeal. 
The  surfaces  have  a vivid  but  light  iridescence,  simply  gorgeous! 
NGC  Census:  6;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


! 377  1874  Arrows.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  graded  by 

PCGS,  this  lovely  example  illustrates  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  with 
“cereal  wreath”  reverse  and  with  arrows  at  date,  made  only  in  1873 
j and  1874.  The  strike  is  excellent.  The  present  piece  has  lilac,  gold, 

and  magenta  toning,  all  nicely  blended  together  with  no  one  hue 
predominating,  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Ideal  to  illustrate  this 
variety  in  a type  set. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 


Breathtaking  1874-CC  Dime 
Condition  Census  Mint  State 
Key  to  the  Series 


photo) 

378  1874-CC  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  and  heather  over 

sharply  struck  letters  and  devices.  A breathtaking  example  of  yet 
another  amazing  Carson  City  dime,  the  second  finest  1874-CC 
dime  graded  by  PCGS,  and  one  of  relatively  few  examples  of  the 
date  known  at  the  Mint  State  level.  Similar  to  certain  earlier  offer- 
ings, the  1874-CC  is  not  priced  at  all  in  Mint  State  in  the  Guide 
Book,  being  one  ofjust  four  dates  to  share  this  category  (the  others 
being  1871-CC,  1872-CC,and  1873-CC  Arrows,  the  “big  four,” 
if  you  will,  of  the  series).  How  remarkable  it  is  that  two  of  the 
other  three  are  presented  in  this  catalogue!  Indeed,  even  a well- 
worn  example  of  the  present  date,  say  VG  or  so,  is  still  an  offering 
of  moment — to  be  sure,  the  offering  of  a Mint  State  1874-CC  dime 
is  an  event  that  is  as  rare  as  the  coin  itself!  Rarity  and  high  grade 
come  together  here  to  create  yet  another  memorable  offering. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


Gem  1884-S  Dime 


(2x  photo) 
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1884-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  with  light  magenta  ton- 
ing over  sharply  struck  surfaces.  The  present  gem  is  the  only  1884- 
S dime  called  MS-65  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  example  of  the  date 
deemed  finer  by  that  group.  As  pristine  and  beautiful  as  can  be!  To 
see  this  coin  is  to  fall  in  love  with  it. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


Dave  Bowers’  Newest  Book  from  Whitman 

Dave  Bowers  and  his  team  of  research  associates  have  recently  com- 
pleted The  Official  Red  Book  of  U.  S.  Type  Coins,  to  be  published  by 
Whitman  in  2005,  further  announcements  to  be  made.  A great  deal  of 
effort  has  been  expended  in  digging  out  interesting  details  on  the  vari- 
ous designs,  including  such  changes  as  the  1873-1874  With  Arrows 
silver. 

When  this  book  becomes  available  we  believe  you  will  enjoy  own- 
ing a copy,  either  acquired  through  American  Numismatic  Rarities  or 
just  about  anywhere  else — as  it  will  be  distributed  nationally  through 
coin  dealers  as  well  as  in  individual  proprietorship  and  chain  bookstores. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


The  Kennywooo  Collection 
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Gem  Proof  1885  Dime 

Top  of  the  PCGS  Ladder 


1885  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  sur- 
faces. The  one  and  only  piece  graded  by  NGC  at  this  level,  none 
finer. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Lovely  MS-62  1885-S  Dime 


(2x  photo) 
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1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  lustrous,  with 
mottled  gold  toning.  Nicely  struck.  A pleasing  coin  that  will  an- 
swer the  wide  call  for  this  rarity.  Not  a gem,  but  certainly  a piece 
with  a generous  measure  of  eye  appeal.  Unquestionably  choice  for 
the  assigned  grade — take  a good,  long  look  at  this  one! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Superb  Gem  1885  Dime 
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1885  Proof-67  (NGC).  Lightly  mottled  gold,  magenta,  and  iri- 
descent toning  over  deep  mirrored  surfaces.  A planchet  striation 
in  left  obverse  field.  A few  flecks  here  and  there.  One  of  the  finest 
graded. 
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Landmark  1885-S  Liberty  Seated 

Gem  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 
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Superb  Gem  1886  Dime 


1886  Proof-67  (ICG).  Gorgeous  iridescent  toning,  magenta  and 
electric  blue,  over  deep  mirrored  surfaces.  Frosted  devices.  A splen- 
did specimen  of  this  popular  issue,  ideal  for  a type  set.  Quality 
such  as  this  is  not  often  encountered. 

1886  Proof-64.  A lovely  specimen  with  lavender  centers  changing 
to  splashes  of  blue  at  the  border,  so-called  “album  toning”  from, 
presumably,  long  term  storage  in  a “National”  cardboard  album 
or  similar.  This  type  of  toning  is  highly  appreciated  today  and  of- 
ten lends  value. 


1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A nuance  of  golden 
toning.  A nice  example  of  this  popular  late-date  Liberty  Seated 
dime. 
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1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A simply  gorgeous  specimen,  light  gold 
and  magenta  toning  over  rich  lustrous  surfaces,  well  struck,  and  with 
anything  and  everything  else  that  could  be  desired.  Among  Liberty 
Seated  dimes  of  this  decade,  the  1885-S  stands  out  as  a landmark 
raritv’  in  Mint  State,  even  in  lower  grades.  True  gems,  such  as  this, 
arc  few  and  far  between.  Again,  the  word  opportunity  becomes  more 
important  than  the  price  paid.  Once  you  acquire  this  you  can  com- 
pletely forget  about  ever  looking  at  another  1885-S! 

Pt^GS  Population:  1;  I finer  (M^-66). 


From  fLiRCOA  and  David  Akers  Numismatics’  Numisma  95  sale, 
Auf^ust  1995,  Lot  2422 

388  1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  center  changing  to  magenta 

and  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  A handsome  piece  of  this  quite 
scarce  date,  one  of  the  keys  among  Philadelphia  Mint  dimes  of  the 
era.  In  recent  times  there  has  been  a lot  of  excitement  about  pieces 
with  special  toning,  and  such  an  example  is  right  here. 
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Incredible  1895-0  Dime 


Gem  Mint  State 


I 

i 


Classic  Rarity 


I 389  1895-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep,  rich  lustrous  surfaces  are  deli- 

cately toued  light  gold.  The  high  grading  number  will  nicely  sat- 
isfy anyone  and  everyone  into  this  type  of  evaluation,  but  far  be- 
! yond  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  present  piece  has  absolutely  superb 

; eye  appeal.  Indeed,  in  a long  span  of  experience  involving  Barber 

coins,  including  multiple  examples  of  the  rare  1894-S,  the  cata- 
j;  loguer  has  seen  only  one  or  two  of  the  1895-0  that  can  come 

close  to  this,  and  none  exceeding  it. 

Of  the  1895-0  just  440,000  were  struck,  in  an  era  in  which 
probably  no  more  than  a half  dozen  people  were  interested  in  sav- 
ing newly  minted  dimes  by  mintmark  sequence.  Indeed,  Augustus 
G.  Heaton’s  study,  A Treatise  on  Mint  Marks  was  scarcely  two  years 
old  and  had  just  begun  distribution.  Even  after  this  pivotal  work 
was  widely  held,  specialists  in  mintmarks  were  few  and  far  between. 
The  extreme  significance  of  the  1895-0  is  perhaps  reflected  by  its 
valuation  in  G-4  grade  listed  at  $300  in  the  current  issue  of  A 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  more  than  double  the  closest 
; contender  (the  curious  1893/2  variety),  and  over  four  times  as  much 

as  the  next  regular  date  and  mint  (the  1901-S  $70).  We  have  al- 
ways felt  that  foundational  rarity,  or  basic  rarity  ofa  coin  in  any  grade, 

I is  what  really  determines  a key  issue.  In  our  opinion  this  is  one  of 

the  most  essential  aspects  of  coin  valuation,  especially  in  the  long 
term.  Some  coins,  even  modern  ones,  can  be  condition  rarities  in 
some  high  grade  or  another,  but  can  be  very  common  if  worn. 
When  a key  issue  is  rare  from  top  to  bottom  in  the  grading  scale  it 
is  rock  solid.  We  need  but  point  to  such  classics  as  the  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cent,  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent,  or,  for  that  matter, 
j the  1836  Gobrecht  dollar. 

j We  have  handled  our  share  of  coins,  probably  more  than  our 

I share,  and  yet  typically  several  years  will  pass  between  our  offering 

of  an  1895-0  that  combines  gem  Uncirculated  technical  number 
with  superb  eye  appeal.  Such  an  instance  is  now,  bespeaking  a great 
! opportunity. 

. PCGS  Population:  I ; none  finer. 


Important  1896-S  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


390  1896-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  silver 

surfaces,  with  splashes  of  gunmetal-blue,  all  this  against  needle- 
sharp  details,  creating  an  1896-S  that  is  at  once  rare  and  exciting. 
In  recent  years  coins  with  splendid  toning  have  been  an  increased 
focus  of  importance.  In  fact,  on  the  internet  various  chat  rooms 
are  often  occupied  with  lines  of  praise  about  toning  on  Morgan 
silver  dollars,  Franklin  halves,  and  other  issues  that  are  in  series 
that  are  available  easily  (although  nicely  toned  specimens  are  in 
the  minority  in  those  series).  There  probably  has  never  been  a com- 
ment on  a nicely  toned  1896-S  dime,  simply  because  these  are  so 
rare.  Indeed,  this  variety  is  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series  and  is  de- 
sirable in  any  and  all  grades.  The  connoisseur  may  wish  to  bid  en- 
thusiastically on  this  coin,  as  it  is  deserving  of  such. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1897  Dime 


391  1897  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  surfaces. 

About  as  nice  as  can  be! 

NGC  Census:  11;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Cameo  finest). 


Memorable  1897-0  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

392  1897-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  and  gunmctal-bluc 

toning  with  hints  of  gold,  over  well-struck  details.  Here  is  a truly 
splendid  example  of  one  of  relatively  few  Barber  dimes  with  a mint- 
age of  less  than  one  million  pieces,  in  the  present  instance  just 
666,000. 
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1906-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Well  struck. 
A few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  typical  ot  the  grade. 
A splendid  specimen  from  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  Den- 
ver Mint. 


394  Nearly  complete  collection  of  Mercury  dimes,  1916  through 
1945-S,  lacking  only  the  1945,  with  a duphcate  1945-D  in  its  place. 
The  1942/41  overdates  are  also  lacking.  The  set  is  very  nicely 
matched  and  nearly  aU  of  the  earlier  dates  average  VG  to  Fine,  in- 
cluding the  1916-D  which  is  a solid  Fine,  but  hairlined  on  the 
obverse  from  an  old  brushing.  The  1921  issues  are  VG  and  Good, 
respectively.  In  the  mid-1930s,  the  set  begins  to  improve  and  most 
are  Fine  or  VF,  while  the  latest  years  include  some  Mint  State  pieces. 
A very  attractive  set  for  the  grade  range,  housed  in  a Dansco  al- 
bum. (Total:  77  pieces) 

395  Pair  of  key  date  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1916-D  G-6.  Soft  iridescent 
blue  green,  gold,  magenta,  and  rose  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1942/1  VF- 
30.  Faint  rose-gray  and  lilac-gray  toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

396  1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Mottled  brown  toning 
over  silver  gray  surfaces,  lustrous,  and  well  struck.  A piece  that  has 
never  been  dipped  or  brightened. 

397  Quintette  ofMercury  dimes:  ☆ 1918-D  MS-64  ☆ 1923-S  MS- 
64  ☆ 1925  MS-64  FB  ☆ 1926  MS-63  FB  ☆ 1929-D  MS-65  FB. 
All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  a few  displaying  lovely  cham- 
pagne toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Splendid  1918-S  Mercury  Dime 


398  1918-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Deeply  and  richly  lustrous  surfaces 
with  gorgeous  light  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  beautiful.  An  el- 
egant Mercury  dime.  There  are  a few  contact  marks  on  the  cheek 
of  Miss  Liberty,  and  these  no  doubt  keep  it  away  from,  say,  MS-66 
or  MS-67.  Here  is  a truly  attractive  coin,  one  worthy  of  careful 
examination  prior  to  the  sale. 

399  Quartette  of  Full  Bands  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1920  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  of  golden  gray  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1931-D  MS- 
66  (PCGS).  Rose-gray  with  speckled  gray  ☆ 1935  MS-66  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  hints  of  rose.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Low-Mintage  1921  Dime 
Choice,  Full  Bands 


400  1921  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty,  toned  lightly 

mottled  brown  over  silver  surfaces,  with  some  splashes  of  deeper 
brown.  A piece  that,  remarkably,  has  never  been  dipped  or  bright- 
ened. Some  lightness  of  detail  is  seen  on  the  obverse  rim  in  the 
lower  part,  typical  for  1921  Philadelphia  Mint  dimes,  but  not  im- 
portant in  terms  of  those  seeking  the  coveted  FB  designation,  for 
Full  Bands,  as  the  present  piece  is  sharply  struck  in  that  feature.  A 
key  to  the  series,  the  1921  registered  the  lowest  mintage  of  any 
Philadelphia  date  of  this  design. 


Gem  1921-D  Dime 
Full  Bands 


401  1921-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  hints  and  splashes 
of  golden  brown  and  gunmetal-blue.  Well  detailed  on  obverse  and 
reverse,  exceptionally  so,  and  a treat  to  the  eye.  One  ot  the  nicest 
1921-D  Mercury  dimes  we  have  seen,  a fairly  significant  state- 
ment. In  addition  to  the  quality  possessed  by  this  specimen,  it  is 
further  notable  as  having  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  date  or  mint- 
mark  in  the  Mercury  dime  series. 

402  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  dimes  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1923-S. 
Obverse  with  mottled  bluish  gray  surfaces  and  splashes  of  irides- 
cence at  the  rim,  reverse  with  golden  toning  at  the  periphery  ☆ 
1924-D  Full  Bands.  Bluish  gray  with  golden  toning  at  the  periph- 
eries. (Total:  2 pieces) 

403  1924-L3  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Deeply  rich  and  lustrous  surfaces  with 
light  golden  toning. 


404  1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  satiny  silver 

surfaces. 
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Sharp  1926-D  Dime 
None  Finer  Graded 


1926-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Among  Full  Bands  dimes  ofthis  date, 
none  are  graded  finer  by  PCGS  with  only  a few  companions  at 
this  grade  level.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  lovely  lustre,  sat- 
iny, with  delicate  gold  toning.  A treat  to  the  eye.  The  specialist  in 
Mercury  dimes  will  want  to  bid  liberally. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  nearly  full 
delineation  of  the  bands. 


1928-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck  (every- 
where, not  just  on  the  bands),  lustrous,  and  highly  desirable.  A 
gorgeous  1928-D  that  will  fill  the  bill  for  any  connoisseur  inter- 
ested in  competing  for  it. 

1928-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Dehcate  golden  gray  over  lustrous 
surfaces. 


1935-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  splashes 
of  magenta  and  gold  toning  on  both  sides.  Well  struck. 


1938  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of  iridescent  toning 
around  the  obverse  border  and,  on  the  reverse,  a beautiful  pan- 
orama of  nicely  blended  iridescence.  A splendid  example  of  this 
popular  Proof  issue. 


1942/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Silvery  surfaces  with  significant  lustre 
still  remaining.  Splashes  of  medium  brown  toning  are  seen  here 
and  there.  A nice  example  at  this  grade  level  of  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  all  20th-century  silver  coins. 


Seldom  Seen  1942/ 1-D  Dime 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


412  1942/1-D  MS-62  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  extremely 
attractive.  A coin  with  a great  deal  of  “life”  to  it.  Although  this  is 
graded  “only”  MS-62,  even  a drive-by  examination  will  reveal  a 
coin  that  is  splendid  in  its  aspect,  with  overall  eye  appeal  that  can 
hold  its  own  against  pieces  in  the  series  graded  two  or  more  points 
higher.  We  invite  you  to  verify  this  on  your  own.  If  you  are  look- 
ing for  a 1942/1-D  dime,  a variety  that  is  several  times  rarer  than 
its  Philadelphia  cousin,  and  are  seeking  the  grades  of  MS-62  or 
MS-63,  MS-64,  your  search  may  well  stop  here. 

413  1942/1-D  VF-25.  Mostly  even  light  gray,  with  some  deeper  ton- 
ing in  the  protected  recesse;.  No  major  marks  or  distractions  for 
the  assigned  grade. 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 

Our  present  offering  of  twenty-cent  pieces  is  “short  and  sweet,”  as  the 
old  saying  goes,  containing  two  choice  AU  1875-CC  coins,  a gem  MS-66 
1875-S  with  repunched  or  mintmark,  and  a gem  MS-66  example  of 
the  1876  date,  the  last  year  of  the  short-lived  denomination  to  be  pro- 
duced for  intended  circulation.  As  we  noted  above,  “short  and  sweet”  is 
what  we  offer  here! 

414  1875-CC  AU-58.  This  lovely  specimen  is  a hair’s  breadth  from  full 
Mint  State,  so  close  that  we  suggest  personal  examination,  as  pieces 
no  finer  have  sometimes  been  designated  as  high  as  MS-62.  Check 
it  out! 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  attractively  toned, 
and  present  splashes  of  blue,  gold,  and  magenta  over  silver  sur- 
faces. The  striking  is  fairly  good,  significantly  above  average  for 
1875-CC,  although  there  is  some  lightness  at  the  very  center  of 
the  obverse.  Striking  does  not  seem  to  be  a factor  in  the  purchase 
decision  of  90%  of  buyers  today,  so  mentioning  this  aspect  maybe 
moot.  However,  for  those  who  care,  it  is  worth  noting  that  quite  a 
few  1875-CC  twenty-cent  pieces  are  flatly  struck,  particularly  on 
the  reverse  at  the  eagle’s  wing  at  the  upper  left. 

415  1875-CC  AU-58.  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  with  a touch  of 
golden  toning  mainly  at  the  peripheries. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 


66 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


Notable  Gem  1875-S  Twenty  Cents 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 


(2x  photo) 

416  1875-S  Repunched  Mintmark.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Although  the 

1875-S  20c  piece,  with  the  largest  production  in  the  series,  is  not 
particularly  rare,  at  the  lofty  designation  of  MS-66  the  competi- 
tion drifts  away.  Only  a few  dozen  have  been  certified  at  this  level 
or  higher.  Equally  important,  the  present  piece  has  rich  satiny  lus- 
tre, is  brilliant,  and  is  significantly  above  average  in  striking  sharp- 
ness. Altogether  this  is  a memorable  specimen. 

PCGS  Population:  44;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


If  it’s  quarters  you  want,  it’s  quarters  we  have!  A highly  collectable 
Fine-15  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  1796  quarter,  the  first  year  of  the  de- 
nomination and  a one-year-only  issue,  starts  our  quarter  dollar  offering, 
with  other  dates  among  the  Draped  Bust,  Large  Eagle  type  following,  many 
in  Mint  State.  Among  Capped  Bust  quarters  a choice  Proof-63  1825/3 
rarity  is  included,  and  a choice  Proof-64  1831  is  also  featured.  Liberty  Seated 
quarters  include  a Mint  State  1842-0  Small  Date  rarity  and  many  other 
scarce  to  rare  dates  as  well.  We  also  offer  two  1870-CC  quarters  in  nice 
circulated  collector  grades,  a choice  MS-64  1871-CC,  a MS-62  1872-CC, 
a choice  AU  1873-CC  Arrows,  and  a gem  MS-65  1875-CC,  the  finest 
example  of  the  date  currently  certified  by  PCGS!  Among  the  Barber  is- 
sues, a choice  MS-64  1896-S  stands  tall  as  a highlight,  and  several  other 
branch  mint  pieces,  all  of  them  of  superb  quality,  make  an  appearance. 
Indeed,  we  offer  not  one  but  two  gem  MS-66  191 3-S  quarters!  Standing 
Liberty  quarters  are  represented  in  force  with  a 1916  in  EF-45  and  many 
other  dates  (and  overdates)  also  offered.  And  finally,  for  the  Washington 
quarter  enthusiasts  among  us,  there  are  more  than  enough  key  date  issues 
in  all  grades  to  attract  serious  bidding  interest. 

Key  1796  Quarter  Dollar 
Only  Year  of  Type 


(2x  photo) 

418  1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surtacos, 

problem  free,  characterize  this  circulated  example  of  one  of 
America’s  most  famous  coins.  Quarter  dollars  combining  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small  E.igle  reverse  were  made  onlv 
in  this  year  and  just  to  the  extent  of  6, 146  pieces.  Tod.w  this  is  on 
the  “most  wanted"  list  of  many,  and  is  a central  eleinent  to  a tvpe 
set.  The  present  piece  will  satisfi-  the  doniand  at  tins  grade  level. 


Twenty-Cent  Piece 


(2x  photo) 


417  1876  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  with  medium  gray,  ma- 

genta, and  gunmetal-blue  toning  over  rich  lustre,  this  ranks  as  an 
exceptionally  nice  1876.  This  date  is  far  rarer  than  the  issues  of 
1875,  but  when  seen  is  typically  Mint  State.  However,  the  typical 
coin  is  not  at  the  presently  offered  high  level. 

NGC  Census:  24;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Superb  Gem  1876 
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Attractive  1806  B-2  Quarter 


419  1806  B-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  An  attractive  example  with  light  sil- 
ver surfaces.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in  areas.  A small  depression 
is  seen  in  front  of  the  nose  but  no  doubt  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation by  the  grading  services.  Typical  strike  for  the  issue,  indeed  a 
bit  finer.  An  attractive  example  overall  of  this  early  quarter  type. 

420  Group  of  quarter  dollars:  ☆ 1806  AG-2  ☆ 1818  VF-35  ☆ 1834 
VF-35,  light  hairlines  ☆ 1854  Arrows.  Net  EF-45,  sharpness  of 
AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1861  AU-50  ☆ 1909  AU-55  ☆ 1917  Type  I. 
AU-55  ☆ 1918  MS-63  FH  ☆ 1926-D  MS-64  ☆ 1937  Proof-63. 
(Total:  10  pieces) 

Exquisite  1807  Quarter  Dollar 

Marvelous  Strike 


421  1807  B-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  The  1807  quarter  dollar 

with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  usually  is  poorly 
struck,  often  flat  in  many  areas,  indistinct,  and  not  at  all  attractive. 
The  present  piece  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  date, 
is  far  above  average  in  sharpness  and  is  truly  remarkable.  To  be  sure, 
there  is  some  hghtness  here  and  there,  but  it  is  scarcely  worth  men- 
tioning. The  quarter  speciahst  who  may  have  given  up  on  finding  a 
sharp  example  will  want  to  contemplate  this  piece  carefully.  The 
portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  who  almost  seems  to  be  smiling,  is  espe- 
cially well  delineated,  perhaps  inviting  a strong  bid. 

Mint  State  1815  Quarter 


422  1815  B-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Intense  gray  and  magenta 

toning  is  seen  over  well-struck  features.  The  1815  is  generally  scarce 
in  all  grades,  more  so  in  Mint  State. 

NGC  Census:  4;  32  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


423 
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Mint  State  1818  Quarter 
Browning  4 


(2x  photo) 

1821  B-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A highly  attractive  and 
original  1821  quarter  with  rich  silver  gray  lustre  and  overtones  of 
soft  gold  and  deeper  gray  mottled  across  the  surfaces.  Sharply  struck 
with  good  definition  of  the  details.  Even  the  star  centers  are  seen 
except  for  that  of  star  7 which  is  typically  weak  on  this  variety.  A 
couple  of  old  scratches  are  seen  behind  the  head  of  Liberty’,  but 
these  appeared  long  ago  and  have  now  nicely  toned  over.  Still  the 
originality  and  overall  aesthetic  appeal  does  much  to  make  up  for 
the  faults.  A lovely  1821  quarter  nicely  representing  the  large  for- 
mat Capped  Bust  type. 


1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  smoky  gray 
surfaces  with  highlights  of  gold  and  soft  blue,  and  some  underly- 
ing lustre  detected.  Well  struck  and  pleasing. 

Splendid  1821  Quarter  Dollar 

Memorable  Eye  Appeal 


1818/5  B-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Some  underlying  lustre  is  seen, 
but  the  surfaces  have  been  artificially  toned  in  shades  ofiridescent 
blue  green,  gold,  and  rose. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1821  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 

426  1821 B-5.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly  attractive  and  origi- 

nal 1821  quarter  with  rich  silver  gray  lustre  and  overtones  of  soft 
gold  and  deeper  gray  motded  across  the  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with 
good  definition  of  the  details.  Even  the  star  centers  are  seen  except 
for  that  of  star  7 which  is  typically  weak  on  this  variety.  A couple  of 
old  scratches  are  seen  behind  the  head  of  Liberty,  but  these  appeared 
long  ago  and  have  now  nicely  toned  over.  Still  the  originahty  and 
overall  aesthetic  appeal  does  much  to  make  up  for  the  faults.  A lovely 
1821  quarter  nicely  representing  the  large  format  Capped  Bust  type. 


Famous  1822  25/50C  Quarter 
Finest  and  Only  PCGS  Level 
The  Norweb  Coin 


(2x  photo) 

427  1822  B-2.  Rarity-5+.  25/50C.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Among  early  quar- 


ter dollars  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a variety  with  a more  interest- 
ing story  than  that  offered  here — the  1822  with  error  reverse.  It  seems 
hke  only  yesterday,  but  it  was  16  years  ago  in  1988  that  this  came 
under  view  of  the  cataloguer  (QDB)  and  was  described  as: 

The  value  of  Proof-60,  but  actually  Proof-65,  but  with  a dig  in  the 
lower  left  obverse  field  opposite  the  second  star,  and  with  scratches  on 
the  reverse  near  the  left  side  of  the  motto. 

Proof  impressions  of  this  die  are  very  curious,  as  the  reverse  is  blun- 
dered— not  the  type  of  die  one  would  normally  associate  with  striking 
presentation  coins.  Walter  Breen  notes:  ‘It  is  extraordinary  that  this 
naked-eye  blundered  die  would  have  been  used  to  make  Proofs.’ 

During  the  die  preparation  process,  the  engraver  apparently  thought 
he  was  working  on  a half  dollar,  and  punched  the  denomination  as 
50C.  The  error  was  discovered  and  the  correct  25  digits  were 
repunched.  However,  the  erroneous  earlier  digits  can  be  readily  seen. 
While  catalogued  as  a Proof  at  that  time,  further  research  has  led 
PCGS  to  term  this  a Mint  State  striking  — a characterization  with 
which  we  agree.  Many  of  Walter  Breen’s  theories  on  Proof  coins  have 
been  questioned  since  that  earlier  era.  The  pleasing  golden  tonir^  present 
at  the  time  of  the  Norweb  sale  has  remained  and  is  as  pretty  as  ever. 

In  the  nearly  a generation  of  time  that  has  passed  since  the 
Norweb  offering,  early  quarter  dollars  have  become  more  popular 
than  ever.  This  particular  reverse  die  is  an  interesting  indication  of 
Mint  practice.  It  was  employed  on  the  1822  die,  as  here,  then  put 
on  a shelf,  and  not  used  again  until  1828,  while  in  the  meantime 
other  reverses  were  employed.  Studying  the  use  and  appearance  ot 
reverse  dies  of  various  denominations  of  this  decade  would  be  an 
interesting  pursuit,  including  in  the  half  eagle  series. 

I'CC'iS  Population:  1;  none  finer.  ' 

From  Bouvrs  Olid  Mcrciui 's  sole  of  the  Wmirh  Colleetioii.  Monli  /‘^6’N, 
Lot  15.17. 
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Proof  1825/3  Quarter 

The  F.C.C.  Boyd  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 

428  1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-7.  Proof-63  (ANACS).  AA  splendid  coin 

with  a pedigree  to  match.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  medium 
gold,  with  splashes  of  blue,  over  mirrored  surfaces.  The  strike  is 
needle  sharp,  indeed  definitive  for  the  design. 

This  coin  was  acquired  sometime  in  the  early  20th  century  by 
F.C.C.  Boyd,  later  appearing  in  his  holdings  sold  by  Numismatic 
Galleries  under  the  title  of  the  “World’s  Greatest  Collection,”  March 
1945,  Lot  86.  The  purchaser  was  Jerome  David  Kern,  famous  musi- 
cian {Smoke  Gets  in  Your  Eyes  is  one  of  his  many  songs).  In  the  sale  of 
the  Kern  Collection,  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  May  1950,  this  reappeared  as 
Lot  1411. 

Neither  PCGS  nor  NGC  has  graded  any  Proof  examples.  Walter 
Breen,  he  of  the  “unhestitating”  attributions,  called  this  coin  a Proof 
in  his  Proof  Coin  Encyclopedia  but  noted  “the  deceptive  early  strikes 
lack  the  central  sharpness  of  real  proofs.”  This  piece  shows  a truly 
remarkable  impression  and  has  much  to  recommend  it.  For  the  quar- 
ter dollar  specialist  this  represents  a formidable  opportunity! 

From  Numismatic  Galleries’  sale  of  the  “World’s  Greatest  Gollection 
(F.  C.  C.  Boyd  Gollection),  ’’  March  1945,  Lot  86;  B.  Max  Mehl’s  sale  of 
the  Kern  Gollection,  May  1950,  Lot  1411. 


Magnificent  Proof  1831  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 

429  1831  B-4.  Rarity-7.  Proof-64  (ANACS).  A truly  splendid  ex- 

ample of  an  early  Proof,  this  piece  is  unequivocal  in  its  attribution. 
The  fields  are  fully  mirrorlike  on  obverse  and  reverse,  against  which 
are  set  stars,  portrait,  date  numerals,  the  eagle,  and  letters,  all  with 
exquisite  definition  of  detail.  The  entire  coin  is  lightly  toned  blue 
with  hints  of  gold  and  magenta. 

The  circumstances  of  striking  this  coin  have  not  been  recorded, 
but  it  was  likely  produced  for  inclusion  in  a Proof  set  of  the  year. 
The  1831  is  particularly  significant  as  it  is  the  first  year  of  the  type. 
This  design  is  characterized  by  having  a smaller  diameter  than  pre- 
ceding, different  styling  of  the  dentils  and  other  features,  and  with- 
out the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  on  the  reverse. 

The  writer  has  come  across  several  interesting  accounts  con- 
cerning the  release  of  these  pieces.  Some  entrepreneurs  of  crimi- 
nal intent  removed  the  2 and  the  C from  the  reverse,  leaving  the 
solitary  digit  5 below  the  eagle,  after  which  the  coins  were  gold 
plated  and  passed  off  as  $5  pieces.  This  caused  quite  some  excite- 
ment at  the  time. 

The  following  commentary  may  be  of  interest,  as  it  reflects  a situation  not 
widely  known  to  numismatists  today  (although  the  later  counterpart  of  gold-plat- 
ing 1883  Liberty  Head  nickels  is  quite  famous): 

In  1831  the  quarter  dollar  was  reconfigured  to  make  it  a smaller  diameter  and 
to  eliminate  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM.  At  the  time  the  gold  half  eagle,  of 
about  the  same  diameter,  included  the  motto.  Beginning  on  August  1,  1834,  new 
Classic  Head  half  eagles  were  made,  without  the  motto.  This  led  to  a caper  in 
which  the  2 and  C of  25  C on  the  reverse  of  the  quarter  dollar  could  be  tooled 
away,  leavingjust  the  numeral  5.  The  silver  coins  were  then  gold  plated  and  passed 
off  as  half  eagles.  Apparendy,  this  became  especially  popular  in  late  summer  and 
autumn  1 834  when  a flood  of  new  genuine  half  eagles  (of  the  Classic  Head  t\pe) 
appeared  in  circulation.  This  notice,  one  of  several  encountered  on  the  subject, 
reflects  a scenario  intended  as  a joke,  but  which  got  out  of  hand.  This  is  from  the 
Cincinnati  Intelligencer,  September  13,  1834; 

“A  great  excitement  has  existed  in  our  city  for  these  wo  or  three  days  past.  TTie 
cause  of  it,  as  far  as  we  learn  the  facts,  is  as  follows — Mr.  J.  Washington  Mason,  by 
way  ofa  joke  on  some  ofhis  Jackson  friends,  (Mr.  Mason  has  been  one  of  the  warm- 
est supporters  of  Gen.  Jackson)  got  Mr.  Wilson  McGrew  of  our  cits',  one  of  our 
respected  jewelers,  and  a gentleman  who  is  well  known  in  this  cit\'  and  h^ly  re- 
spected, to  gild  him  six  of  the  new  25  cent  pieces,  in  order  to  haw  a laugh  at  some  of 
his  Jackson  friends,  by  shovsang  them  that  the  metallic  currency  could  be  as  easiK 
counterfeited  as  the  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  or  anv  other  bank. 
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"Mr.  McGrevv  placed  the  silver  pieces  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Huyser,  an  artist  of  ^ 
this  city,  to  have  the  work  executed — informing  Mr.  Huyser,  at  the  time,  for  what 
purpose  the  pieces  were  to  be  glided.  Mr.  Huyser  did  the  work  accordingly,  while 
he  was  doing  it,  many  saw  him  at  it.  The  facts  were  known  to  many  in  the  com- 
munity, that  such  ajoke  was  to  be  practiced,  and  among  others,  to  the  editor  of  the 
Republican,  who  became,  in  the  sequel,  the  prosecuting  witness  against  Mr. 
McGrew,  The  editor  of  the  Republican  himself,  requested  to  have  one  of  the  gilt 
coins,  which  was  promised  to  him.  Mr.  Huyser  while  gilding  the  coins,  called  on 
Mr.  Lytle,  our  representative  in  Congress,  with  a request  that  Mr.  Lyde  would 
obtain  for  him,  papers  of  naturalization,  which  Mr.  Lyde  promised  to  do. 

"Mr.  Huyser  in  this  interview  with  Mr.  Lytle,  communicated  to  him  the  fact, 
that  he  was  gilding  the  coins.  Mr.  Lyde  told  him  when  he  had  finished  the  gilding, 
to  bring  them  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  a third  person,  as  he  wished  to  have  a 
witness  to  the  fact,  owing  to  the  relation  in  which  he,  (Mr.  Lyde)  stood  to  this 
community.  At,  or  after  the  interview,  the  third  person  alluded  to,  than  whom  no 
one  in  this  city  stands  higher,  believing  it  to  be  ajoke,  advised  that  no  more  should^^ 
be  said  about  the  matter.  After  this,  Mr.  Lyde  held  at  his  rooms  a meeting  of  sev- 
eral of  his  political  friends,  and  there  the  editor  of  the  Republican  determined  to 
become  prosecutor. 

“Accordingly,  the  prosecution  was  commenced  before  the  mayor.  No  witness 
on  either  side  pretended  to  charge  Mr.  McGrew  with  any  fraudulent  intentions, 
whatever,  Mr.  McGrew  was,  of  course,  acquitted  by  the  mayor,  who  refused  from 
the  outset  of  the  business,  to  take  any  bail  in  the  case.  Thus  terminated  the  “golden 
humbug.”  This  business  needs  no  comment  now,  we  may  speak  of  hereafter.” 

Another  account,  from  the  Cincinnati  Phoenix,  presented  this  view: 

“Yesterday  evemng  Mr.  Wilson  McGrew,  watchmaker  and  jeweler,  of  thiv 
city,  was  brought  before  the  mayor,  on  a charge  of  counterfeiting  the  gold  coin  of 
the  United  States,  by  obliterating  the  figure  2 and  letter  C from  the  reverse  side  of 
some  25  cent  pieces,  and  gilding  them,  so  as  to  make  them  pass  for,  or  be  taken  for 
half  eagles. 

“Mr.  Huyser,  an  artist,  was  produced,  who  testified  that  he  had  been  in  the 
employment  of  Mr.  McGrew,  and  that  in  the  course  of  his  business,  he  had  re- 
ceived from  him,  under  a charge  of  secrecy,  some  quarter  dollar  pieces  of  silver,  ^ tj  ' 
from  which  was  obhterated  the  figure  2 and  the  letter  C,  leaving  the  figure  5 


Remarkable  1842-0  Quarter 

Small  Date,  Mint  State 
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under  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  coin;  that  he  was  directed  by  Mr.  McGrew 
to  gild  the  pieces,  so  that  they  might  have  the  appearance  of  half  eagles;  that  he 
executed  the  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employer,  who  said  they  would  be 
taken  readily  by  the  farmers  for  half  eagles;  that  when  the  work  was  completed,  he 
had  credit  given  him  by  his  employer  in  his  account;  that  he  did  not  know  who 
obhterated  the  figure  and  the  letter. . . . 

“Several  witness  had  heard  of  this  thing  for  a week  previously,  and  that  it  was 
intended  only  as  ajoke,  etc.  Others  had  seen  them  pubhcly  in  the  streets,  and  been 
told  that  they  were  gilded  quarter  dollars.  The  gilding  was  a matter  of  notoriety  in 
McGrew’s  shop,  and  one  of  the  workmen  testified  that  he  had  heard  it  spoken  of 
in  fifty  other  places.  Another  testified  that  the  holder  of  them  called  the  pieces 
'goldibus  gildibus!’  Mr.  Moses  Dawson’s  reading  of  the  statute,  however,  satisfied 
himself  and  some  others  of  the  party,  that  the  act  of  counterfeiting  completed  the 
offense,  without  a criminal  intention!!!  Now  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  express  an 
opinion,  that,  in  many  of  the  uses  making  of  the  new  gold  coin,  there  is  a more 
sure  ‘offense’  than  in  the  proceedings  stated.  We  beheve  that  the  new  coins  have 
been  feloniously  counterfeited — and,  to  show  the  people  how  easily  it  may  be 
done,  and  thus  put  them  on  their  guard,  must  rather  be  considered  as  rendering  a 
public  service,  than  as  committing  an  offence  against  the  laws.  The  mayor  dis- 
charged Mr.  McGrew,  saying  there  was  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  a criminal 
design,  but  the  clearest  proof  of  the  contrary.” 
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430  1842-0  Small  Date.  MS-61  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with 

nicely  blended  medium  gold  and  gray  toning  accented  by  ample 
splashes  of  magenta.  A few  old  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  un- 
der the  toning,  and  do  not  measurably  detract  from  the  appeal  of 
this  truly  beautiful  coin.  The  striking  is  excellent,  indeed  elegant, 
yielding  a specimen  that  will  be  highly  prized  by  anyone  who  col- 
lects Liberty  Seated  quarters.  Much  scarcer  than  its  counterpart 
with  large  date  numerals,  especially  in  Mint  State;  the  present  coin 
is  the  only  example  called  MS-61  by  NGC,  with  only  one  certi- 
Q fled  finer  by  that  firm.  Elusive,  attractive,  and  near  the  “top  of  the 
^ ^ heap”  where  grade  is  concerned — this  sounds  like  the  coin  for  you! 
NGC  Census;  1;  1 finer  (MS-63). 

From  an  early  state  of  the  dies,  here  with  only  faint  clashing  evident  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  of  this  issue  later  cracks  in  several  places  within  the  legend 
and  die  clash  marks  become  more  evident.  In  its  latest  state,  the  reverse  die 
suffered  damage  of  some  uncertain  origin  which  causes  a weakening  of  the  main 
design  points  on  both  sides. 

Mint  State  1847  Quarter 
Repunched  7 


A-l-b  sb 
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A. 





431  1847  Repunched  7.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A high-grade  example  of  a 

^ variety  listed  as  FS-()02,  repunched  7 in  the  date.  The  first  logo- 

' from  a smaller  font,  intended  for  a smaller  diameter  com. 

The  mistake  was  realized  and  a heavy,  larger  font  was  used  instead. 
Traces  of  a tiny  delicate  7 are  still  seen. 

, The  Mint  had  a problem  with  die  punching  this  year,  and  van- 

ous  interesting  varieties  resulted  with  somewhat  related  repunehed 
7 i.ssues  being  part  of  the  copper  cent  series, 

I’CGS  Population:  7;  5 finer  (MS-(i5  finest) 
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Condition  Census  1857  Quarter 

Only  One  Graded  Finer 


Appealing  1853  Quarter  Dollar 

Arrows  and  Rays 


1 


Nb 


(2x  photo) 


432  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  very 

choice  Mint  State,  well  struck,  this  is  a very  appealing  example  of 
this  one-year  type.  Apply  whatever  test  you  wish  to  an  MS-64 
coin  and  this  will  pass.  Ideal  for  type  set  purposes  as  implied. 


Mint  State  1855-0  Quarter 

Arrows  at  Date 


433  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  magenta  toning  with 

hints  of  blue  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  A very  attractive  ex- 
ample, with  some  marks  to  be  sure,  but  probably  a high  end  1855- 
O,  quite  possibly  deserving  of  that  very  rare  numismatic  term, 
tmdergraded.  Probably  a little  “nest”  of  contact  marks  and  abrasions 
on  the  left  obverse  field  prompted  the  grade,  and  if  so  this  is  cer- 
tainly understandable.  However,  overall  the  piece  is  nicer  than  typi- 
cally seen  for  MS-61,  or,  for  that  matter,  even  MS-62.  The  present 
1855-0  quarter  is  among  the  10  finest  examples  of  the  date  certi- 
fied by  NGC,  which  speaks  highly  of  the  elusive  nature  of  the  date 
in  any  Mint  State  grade. 

NGC  Census:  2;  8 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Briggs  1 -B.  “Miiitmiirk  centered  in  crotch;  weakly  impressed  into  die.  Eagle 
and  design  is  heavily  rusted  and  plainly  visible  in  all  areas.” 


434  1857  MS-67  (NGC).  A Condition  Census  specimen  within  the 

NGC  purview,  with  15  other  submission  events  (not  necessarily 
different  coins)  keeping  it  company,  plus  just  one  finer.  Obverse 
and  reverse  have  attractive  iridescent  toning  in  the  “halo”  or  “al- 
bum toning”  style,  probably  from  inclusion  in  a “National”  al- 
bum by  Wayte  Raymond,  or  something  similar.  The  striking  is 
quite  good  at  the  centers,  (not  that  many  buyers  pay  attention  to 
such  things),  but  with  some  typically  seen  lightness  within  the 
obverse  stars. 

NGC  Census:  15;  2 6ner  (MS-68  finest). 


Gem  1857  Quarter 


435  1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  lilac  toning  with  some 

hints  of  iridescence  over  lustrous  surfaces.  A high-grade  example 
of  this  early  quarter.  Scarce  so  fine. 


OkC\-co-- 


436  1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  light  gray,  blue,  and  magenta 

toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  What  seem  to  be  planchct  adjust- 
ment marks  are  at  the  leg  of  Miss  LibertS’,  hidden  by  the  toning, 
but  interesting  to  observe. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1862  Quarter 


437  1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  blue  and  gray  toning  at  the  center 

over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces,  evolving  to  gold  and  magenta  at  the 
borders.  A splendid  specimen  with  “album  toning,”  a halo  effect 
caused  by  long  term  storage  in  an  album  page  (such  as  the  well  known 
Raymond  series)  with  sulfur  content.  Coins  with  this  toning  are 
especially  highly  prized  by  numismatists.  Today,  such  coins  are  typi- 
cally encountered  only  when  old-time  collections  are  sold,  as  so  many 
others  have  been  dipped  to  make  them  “brilliant.”  Nicely  struck. 
Fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than 
the  present  gem  by  PCGS,  a testimony  to  just  how  scarce  this  oth- 
erwise “common”  date  actually  is  in  gem  Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  9 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Briggs  3-C.  “QUAR.  recut.” 


toning.  Probably  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  but  this  is  a matter  of 
opinion.  In  any  event,  the  1862-S  Liberty  Seated  quarter  is  a key 
issue  in  any  and  all  grades — only  67,000  were  struck — and  when 
seen  is  typically  encountered  in  such  preservation  as  VF  or  EF,  not 
often  AU  with  original  lustre  remaining  as  offered  here.  For  the 
Liberty  Seated  specialists  among  us  this  is  a very  important  offer- 
ing. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Same  exact  reverse  as  1861 -S  reverse  B die  state.  Die  chip 
connects  feather  and  left  top  of  mintmark.” 


Gem  Proof  1869  Quarter 

Iridescent  Toning 


439  1869  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof  with  rich  iridescent 

toning  on  both  sides,  particularly  intense  on  the  reverse.  No  doubt 
from  an  old-time  collection.  Only  a few  have  been  graded  higher 
by  PCGS.  . 

Exceedingly  Important  1870-CC  Quarter 


First  Year  of  Issue 


440  1870-CCEF-45  (NGC).  Light  brown  and  gold  toning  with  some 

hints  of  richer  gold  and  crimson  at  the  borders,  over  surfaces  re- 
taining much  lustre.  Typical  strike  for  the  1870-CC,  the  first  year 
of  the  denomination  and  the  first  year  the  Carson  City  Mint  was 
in  operation,  here  showing  some  lightness  on  the  obverse  stars. 
Among  Carson  City  coins,  the  gold  and  silver  issues  of  1870  are 
especially  highly  prized.  All  are  scarce,  some  are  rare,  and  others 
are  especially  rare,  the  presently  offered  quarter  dollar  falling  into 
this  category.  Today  it  is  one  of  the  foremost  keys  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series,  on  the  “wish  list”  of  many,  but  usually  a dream  un- 
fulfilled. Indeed,  the  Briggs  reference  on  the  series  notes  this  date 
is  “considered  to  be  the  rarest  date  in  the  series.”  The  present  coin 
will  play  to  a wide  audience,  and  the  next  owner  will  certainlv 
have  obtained  one  of  the  nicer  pieces  to  come  on  the  market  m 
recent  times.  Significantly,  the  Guide  Bock  does  not  even  include 
Mint  State  among  its  pricing  entries!  The  present  specimen  is  a 
pleasing  survivor  from  the  scant  mintage  for  the  date  of  8.34ti 
pieces,  the  vast  majority'  of  which  were  immediately  swallowed  up 
by  local  commerce.  Today,  as  a rule,  virtuallv  ony  example  ot  tlu 
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date  creates  a stir  when  offered  to  the  collecting  community,  and 
the  present  coin  should  prove  to  be  no  exception.  For  the  record, 
NGC  has  certified  just  four  examples  of  the  date  at  EF-45,  as  here, 
with  only  three  1870-CC  quarters  receiving  finer  grades  than  the 
present  coin  from  that  firm.  Grading  “population”  reports  are 
sometimes  misleading  where  numbers  are  concerned,  but  such  is 
not  the  case  here!  Rare  and  exciting,  and  absolutely  worthy  of 
strong  bidding  pursuit. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

For  a heightened  appreciation  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  and  all  of  its  coins 
we  recommend  you  acquire  a copy  of  Rusty  Coe’s  book,  The  Mini  on  Carson 
Sired,  a magnificent  tribute  to  this  coining  facility,  illustrated  with  all  of  the 
rarities  and  much  descriptive  text.  . 


Another  1870-CC  Quarter  Dollar  Rarity 

Acf4>;b)'''b 


Fantastic  1871-CC  Quarter  Dollar 
Condition  Census,  Choice  Mint  State 
Quality  and  Rarity  Combined 


\p' 


(2x  photo) 
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(2x photo) 
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1870-CC  VF-25  (NGC).  Medium  lilac-gray  with  some  hghter 
highlights  on  the  design  high  points,  and  with  a few  faint  marks 
that  are  chiefly  visible  under  low  magnification.  A pleasing  mod- 
estly circulated  example  of  this  first  quarter  dollar  coinage  from 
the  Carson  City  Mint,  the  desirability  of  which  is  enhanced  by  its 
fame  as  a greatly  prized  rarity.  As  the  Briggs  reference  on  the  series 
pointed  out,  example  of  the  date  “above  VF  are  prohibitively  rare, 
with  EF  or  better  extremely  rare.”  For  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollar  specialist  this  may  well  fill  in  a long-empty  space  in  an  oth- 
erwise impressive  collection. 

NGC  Census;  8;  10  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


443  1871-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  surfaces  are  overlaid  with 

delicate  golden  toning  and  splashes  of  blue,  creating  a palette  that 
is  a rare  treat  to  the  eye.  However,  it  is  the  date  and  mintmark  that 
form  the  prime  focus,  for  1871-CC  is  one  of  the  greatest  rarities 
among  Liberty  Seated  coinage  in  any  degree  of  Mint  State.  Sig- 
nificantly, the  current  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  doesn’t  even 
price  the  date  at  AU  or  finer!  For  those  who  put  great  stock  in 
population  numbers,  it  is  worth  noting  here  that  this  is  the  sole 
1871-CC  quarter  called  MS-64  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  other  ex- 
ample graded  finer.  Its  tiny  mintage  of  10,890  pieces  is  low  by  any 
standards,  and  the  Briggs  reference  notes  that  the  date  is  “rarely 
seen  above  VG,  with  most  pieces  being  Good  or  worse.”  The 
present  beauty  is  obviously  of  Condition  Census  quality,  of  leg- 
endary proportions,  and  will  serve  as  a beacon  in  the  collection  of 
its  next  owner — a coin  to  be  long  admired  and  appreciated. 

PCGS  Population;  1;  1 finer  (MS-65). 


I 442 


1871  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
A splendid  coin  which,  along  with  quite  a few  others  from  this 
consignor,  is  certainly  “high  end”  within  the  assigned  grade  or 
even  underj^radcd. 
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Incredible  Mint  State  1872-CC  Quarter 


Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


, 


(2x  photo) 
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1872-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  with  some  hints 
of  gray  and  lavender  and  a bit  of  blue  over  satiny  surfaces.  Nicely 
struck  and  of  exquisite  appearance.  The  1872-CC  quarter  is  yet 
another  formidable  rarity  among  early  Carson  City  coins,  espe- 
cially so  in  Mint  State.  The  highest  listed  grade  and  value  in  the 
Guide  Book  is  MS-60,  certainly  significant  to  mention.  Even  the 
most  advanced  cabinets  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  are  apt  to  have 
an  1872-CC  in  circulated  grade,  with  such  a level  as  EF  or  AU 
being  perfectly  respectable.  Mint  State  is  another  concept  entirely, 
and  over  the  years  just  a handful  of  connoisseurs  have  owned  such 
a piece.  We  note  here  proudly  that  the  presently  offered  Mint  State 
1872-CC  quarter,  though  only  MS-62,  is  the  finest  example  of  the 
date  certified  to  date  by  PCGS! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

A heavy  raised  die  gouge  on  the  obverse  runs  diagonally  from  the  base  of 
the  rock  upward  across  the  shield  to  the  T in  LIBERTY,  a noted  diagnostic  of 
all  genuine  1872-CC  quarters. 


Important  1872-S  Quarter 

“Rarest  S-Mint”  Seated  Quarter 


445  1872-S  EF-45(NGC)  . Silver  surfaces  at  the  center  change  to  gold 

and  gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders.  A very  nice  example  of  another 
key  issue,  among  the  finest  grades  that  can  be  practically  located  for 
the  date.  Not  that  a finer  one  won’t  come  along  when  an  old-time 
cabinet  is  dispersed,  but  among  those  collecting  Liberty  Seated 
oms.  the  present  piece  certainly  will  be  appreciated  by  anyone 
who  sees  It  Further,  it  is  the  only  example  of  the  date  called  EF- 


45  by  NGC,  and  only  10  other  1872-S  quarters  have  exceeded 
the  grade  of  the  present  coin  in  the  eyes  of  that  firm.  While  83,000 
examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  much  of  the  mintage  saw  heavy 
circulation,  and  perhaps  some  melting  as  well  once  the  arrows 
coinage  of  the  following  year,  1873,  was  introduced.  In  fact,  the 
Briggs  reference  relates:  “Rare  and  very  hard  to  locate  in  any 
condition.  Most  probably  melted  in  1873  creating  a far  greater 
demand  than  supply.”  There  you  have  it,  an  apt  description  of  a 
prized  rarity  from  the  fellow  who  wrote  the  book  on  the  ^ries! 
The  rest  is  up  to  you!  J 

NGC  Census:  1;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


446  1873  Close  3.  No  Arrows.  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Among 

the  nicest  examples  graded  of  this  variety,  the  present  1873  No 
Arrows  displays  attractive  golden  toning,  with  splashes  of  magenta 
at  the  borders,  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  As  pretty  as  a picture, 
and  worth  owning  for  artistic  value  alone,  this  an  “extra”  above 
and  beyond  its  desirability  as  a low-mintage  Proof 

PCGS  Population:  8;  .5  finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo). 


Top-Rated  1873  Proof  Quarter 

Arrows  at  Date 


447  1873  Arrows.  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Top  rated  by  NGC. 

this  is  the  only  noted  as  Proof-66  Cameo,  with  none  finer.  The 
piece  is  well  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  attractive.  An  especially 
appealing  example,  probably  destined  to  be  included  m a high- 
quality  type  set. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 
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Elusive  High-Grade  1873-CC  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 


i 448  1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  brown  toning  with 

■ some  hints  of  gunmetal-blue  on  surfaces  that  seem  to  have  complete 

! lustre  in  the  fields.  Some  friction  on  the  higher  parts  dictates  the 

' AU  classification,  but  certainly  this  coin  is  high  end  among  such. 

Of  the  1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarters,  just  12,462  were  minted, 
this  in  an  era  in  which  no  numismatist  collected  such  (or  at  least 
no  record  has  ever  been  found  of  one).  Accordingly,  much  of  the 
mintage  slipped  unobtrusively  into  circulation,  where  in  time  they 
i became  quite  worn.  Today  the  1873-CC  With  Arrows  is  not  of- 

; ten  seen,  but  when  it  is,  typical  grades  are  significantly  lower  than 

the  present  piece.  Again,  this  is  a remarkable  opportunity,  as  the 
present  coin  stands  as  a probable  candidate  for  Condition  Census 
honors;  it  certainly  makes  the  Condition  Census  (six  finest  ex- 
amples graded  of  any  date  or  variety)  where  the  PCGS  Population 
Report  is  concerned. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-64). 


Iridescent  Gem  1874  Proof  Quarter 

Arrows  at  Date 


(2x  photo) 


449  1874  Arrows.  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  iridescent-toned  gem,  ac- 

companied by  an  extraordinarily  high  grading  number,  of  the  sec- 
ond year  with  arrows  at  the  date  and  motto  on  the  reverse.  Again, 
this  is  ideal  for  a type  set.  No  finer  piece  has  been  graded  by  NGC, 
a statement  in  itself 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


450  1874  Arrows.  Proof-63.  Heather  toning  predominates  on  ob- 

verse and  reverse,  with  hints  of  blue.  Well  struck  and  attractive,  a 
splendid  example  at  the  Proof-63  level,  ideal  for  a type  set  or  spe- 
cialized collection. 
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Gem  1875-CC  Quarter 


Another  Memorable  1875-CC  Quarter 


Rare  So  Fine 

None  Finer  in  a PCGS  Holder 


452  1875-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Good  things  come  in  pairs,  at  least 

sometimes  they  do,  and  here  we  have  another  Mint  State  1875- 
CC.  This  piece  is  graded  just  a shade  below  the  one  just  offered, 
but  is  every  bit  as  attractive.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  light 
golden  brown  toning  with  splashes  of  blue,  the  latter  particularly 
visible  on  the  obverse  border.  The  grade  and  appearance  of  this 
coin  is  such  that  it  will  be  an  honored  addition  to  an  advanced 
collection.  As  you  might  surmise,  the  only  example  of  the  date 
certified  finer  than  the  present  beauty  by  PCGS  is  the  coin  in  the 
preceding  lot! 

PCGS  Population;  6;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

Briggs  2-B. 

Richly  Lustrous  1876  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 


1875-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces,  magenta  at  the  center,  changing  to  blue,  then  to  gold, 
“halo”  or  “album”  toning,  so  highly  prized  today,  and  indicating 
that  this  piece  probably  spent  a couple  decades  in  a Wayte  Raymond 
“National”  holder  or  something  similar.  Although  the  1875-CC 
is  not  a legendary  rarity  in  worn  grades,  in  gem  Mint  State  it  can 
hold  its  own  very  nicely,  and  relatively  few  are  known  to  exist.  In 
fact,  you  are  about  to  tender  your  bid  for  the  finest  example  of  the 
date  certified  by  PCGS!  Another  truly  remarkable  opportunity 
among  the  steOar  Carson  City  quarter  dollars  offered  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  catalogue. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Briggs  2-B.  First  C of  mintmark  centered  over  R in  QUAR. 
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453  1876  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bdchly  lustrous  surfaces  are  overlaid  with 

mottled  gray  and  brown  toning,  sort  of  like  freckles.  A nice  ex- 
ample of  this  centennial  year  date. 
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Superb  Gem  1880  Quarter 


NGC  Condition  Census 


1 454  1880  MS-67  (NGC).  Capturing  laurels  for  quality,  this  piece  stands 

high  in  the  NGC  ranking  of  certified  grades.  Beyond  that,  the  visual 
aspects  are  also  deserving.  In  the  present  instance  the  piece  is  lightly 
toned  with  splashes  of  gold,  blue,  and  other  iridescent  hues.  The  strik- 
ing is  quite  good  on  both  sides,  save  for  some  scarcely  noticeable  hght- 
ness  at  the  topmost  stars  and  on  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty. 

After  1878  there  was  a glut  of  small  denomination  silver  coins  in  the  chan- 
nels of  commerce,  resulting  from  high  mintages  as  well  as  the  release  of  long- 
stored  coins  from  hoards.  As  a result,  the  production  of  the  dime  dropped  sharply, 

' as  a quick  glance  at  the  Guide  Book  will  dramatically  reveal.  The  mintage  of 

' Morgan  dollars  was  something  else  entirely,  as  this  was  a political  boondoggle 

I resulting  from  the  Bland-Allison  Act  of  February  28, 1878.  In  the  quarter  dollar 

j series  in  1880,  most  collectors  desiring  examples  simply  ordered  Proofs  from 

the  Mint,  of  which  1,355  were  made.  The  circulation  strikes,  amounting  to  just 
I 13,600,  received  less  attention,  and  most  of  them  simply  slipped  into  circulation 

I without  notice,  although  a few  dealers  such  as  E.B.  Mason,  Jr.,  featured  them  in 

priced  catalogues.  The  reason  the  Mint  made  any  at  all  was  to  avoid  creating 
rarities  for  numismatists,  a rather  hypocritical  situation  at  the  time,  as  behind  the 
scenes  the  Mint  was  making  its  own  rarities  for  the  benefit  of  privileged  officers 
and  employees,  such  as  patterns  of  the  Goloid  Metric  dollars  and,  most  famously, 
the  1879-1880  Flowing  Flair  and  Coiled  Hair  Stellas. 

: 455  1884  AU-58.  Lightly  brushed,  the  AU-58  taking  this  into  consid- 

eration. Needle-sharp  strike.  Very  low  mintage  (check  it  out!).  A 
nice  item  for  a high-grade  circulated  set. 


} 456  1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  toning  over  deep  mirror 

surfaces.  Some  light  striking  at  the  stars.  Popular  low-mintage  date. 


457  1888  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  iridescent  toning. 

Very  pleasing.  Check  out  the  market  price  of  this  coin,  and  then 
check  the  quality  of  the  example  offered,  and  see  if  you  don’t  agree 
with  us  that  if  it  can  be  purchased  anywhere  near  indicated  levels, 
far  less  than  $1,000,  this  has  to  be  a buy! 


Gem  1888-S  Quarter 


458  1888-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Mottled  light  magenta  and  blue  toning, 

with  some  gray,  over  lustrous  fields.  A sharply  struck  example  of  a 
date  whose  boldness  of  strike  is  frequently  found  wanting.  Although 
the  1888-S  quarter  registers  a fairly  prolific  mintage  figure  for  the 
era,  most  known  specimens  are  in  lesser  circulated  grades,  and  to- 
day gem  MS-65  examples  such  as  the  present  coin  are  few  and  far 
between.  Indeed,  fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  have  received 
finer  grades  than  the  present  beauty  from  NGC,  and  only  10  have 
been  called  MS-65  by  that  firm. 

NGC  Census:  10;  8 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Astounding  1890  Quarter 


Breathtaking  Gem 


459  1890  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre,  sharply  struck, 

this  piece  approaches  perfection.  We  can’t  recall  ever  seeing  a nicer 
one,  and  PCGS  hasn’t  either!  As  “grade  inflation’’  progresses  in  our 
wonderful  hobby,  this  piece  might  be  a candidate  to  ratchet  up  to 
MS-68  or  MS-69 — ^who  knows?  The  point  is  that  it  truly  is  special. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  none  finer. 
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Superb  Gem  1891  Quarter 


460  1891  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a good  measure  of  prooflike 

surfaces.  As  nice  as  the  minute  it  was  made! 


Exceptional  Gem  1893  Quarter 

Proof-67  Cameo 


461  1893  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem  specimen, 

bright  silver  surfaces  with  a hint  of  gold,  and  as  attractive  as  it  can 
possibly  be.  It  is  very  enjoyable  to  see  such  a coin  and  have  the 
privilege  of  cataloguing  it! 


Condition  Census  Proof  1896  Quarter 


462  1896  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  with 

frosted  surfaces  against  mirror  fields.  Delicate  toning.  About  as 
nice  as  can  be.  Coins  like  this  are  seldom  offered. 

NGC  Census:  10;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo). 


Classic  1896-S  Rarity 

Choice  Mint  State 


463  1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Medium  brown  and  gold  toning;  on  the 

reverse  somewhat  mottled  with  gunmctal-gray,  over  deeply  lus- 
trous surfaces.  A high-grade  example  of  one  of  the  “big  tha'c" 
coins  in  the  Barber  quarter  series — the  others  being  the  BHfi-.S 
and  the  1913-S. 
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Artistic  Gem  1897  Quarter  Gem  1901-0  Quarter 
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464  1897  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC)  . A superb  Proof,  the  present  coin 

stands  high  on  the  roster  of  numerical  quality  and,  far  more  im- 
portant (opinion  here),  it  has  breathtaking  beauty  as  well.  The 
nicely  blended  iridescent  toning  of  the  border  against  light  golden 
toning  at  the  centers  gives  this  a high  degree  of  artistry. 

NGC  Census:  10;  4 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

Gem  1897-S  Quarter 


465  1897-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A beautiful,  pristine  example  with  lus- 

trous silvery  surfaces,  very  well  struck,  accented  by  gorgeous,  deli- 
cate medium  gold  and  blue  toning.  A treat  to  the  eye,  one  of  the 
very  finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  important  early  New  Orleans 
Mint  issue.  We  recommend  a “stretch”  bid  on  this,  no  faintheart- 
edness! If  you  take  it  home  you  will  be  secure  in  the  knowledge 
that  few  others  anywhere  are  as  nice. 

I’CGS  Population:  7;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


466  1901-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  surfaces  with  delicate  golden 

toning  overall,  with  a few  hints  of  blue  on  the  obverse  and  a few 
splashes  of  gray  on  the  reverse.  Above  average  in  strike,  and  far 
above  average  in  overall  quality  and  appearance. 

NGC  Census:  7;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

The  1901-0  quarter  joins  a number  of  others  in  this  series  inasmuch  as  well- 
worn  pieces  are  scarce,  but  still  seen  with  some  frequency,  but  in  Mint  State  the 
term  rarity  is  appropriate,  and  at  the  gem  level  examples  are  far  rarer  yet.  Assem- 
bling a set  of  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  in  grades  of  MS-63  to  MS- 
65,  in  combination  with  superb  eye  appeal,  is  a formidable  challenge — one  that  goes 
far  beyond  the  possibilities  that  can  be  concluded  simply  by  reviewing  catalogue 
or  market  prices.  The  availability  of  truly  choke  pieces  is  very  small. 


“Popular  Grade”  1901-S  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


467  1901-S  VG-8  (ANACS).  In  order  to  have  mountains  one  must 

have  valleys,  and  it  appropriate  that  among  all  the  choice  and  gem 
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Barber  coins  offered  thus  far,  there  be  one  in  lower  grade.  Here  it 
IS,  but  not  just  any  quarter,  instead,  it  is  a popular,  highly  collect- 
ible VG-8  example  of  far  and  away  the  rarest  issue  in  the  series,  a 
com  which  in  the  Guide  Book  lists  at  S4,000  in  just  G-4  grade, 
with  not  a single  other  coin  at  that  level  going  into  the  four  digit 
category. 

The  desirability  of  the  1901 -S  needs  no  further  reiteration,  and 
we  leave  it  up  to  the  bidders  to  take  it  from  here. 

Gem  1903-S  Quarter 

Exceptional  Quality 


468  1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  and  brilliant  with  light 

golden  toning  and  some  hints  of  gold.  One  of  the  very  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  of  1903-S,  a meaningful  comment.  So  often  among 
Barber  coins  certified  grade  is  one  thing  and  eye  appeal  can  be 
something  else  entirely  different.  The  two  meet  nicely  in  the 
present  coin,  and,  as  such,  we  encourage  a very  strong  bid  from 
anyone  who  wants  a truly  exceptional  specimen. 

Gem  Proof  1905  Quarter 


Superb  Gem  1908  Quarter 


Proof-67 


(2x  photo) 


470  1908  Proof-67  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  this 

specimen  has  mottled  iridescent  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces, 
this  describing  the  obverse.  On  the  reverse  the  toning  is  mostly 
light  gold,  changing  to  deeper  gold  at  the  borders  interspersed  with 
magenta  and  gold. 


469 


Gem  1910  Proof  Quarter  Dollar 


471  1910  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lightly  mottled  gray 

and  iridescent  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Frosty  devices. 
The  Kennywood  Collection  sale  is  one  of  the  nicest  quality  auc- 
tions we  have  ever  conducted,  with  exceptional  pieces  not  being 
the  exception  at  all,  but  being  the  rule. 


1905  Proof-65  (NGC).  Iridescent  blue  and  magenta  toning  hghdy 
blended  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  A nice  example  of  this  low- 
mintage  issue. 
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Gem  1911-D  Quarter 


of  yellow,  over  satiny  surfaces,  this  describing  the  obverse.  The 
reverse  is  more  lustrous  and  silvery,  with  splashes  of  medium  and 
dark  brown  here  and  there.  The  striking  is  excellent,  indeed  ex- 
ceptional. As  with  many  Barber  quarter  dollars,  the  1911-D  is 
readily  available  in  worn  grades,  but  not  often  at  the  MS-65  level. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1913  Quarter 


t 473  1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  On  the  obverse  mottled  iridescent  ton- 

ing, primarily  gray  and  blue  but  with  light  gold  and  magenta,  is 
seen  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  mostly  light  gold 
changing  to  somewhat  deeper  gold  at  the  borders  and  intermingled 
with  gunmetal-blue.  Not  often  seen  so  nice. 


I 

I 


I 
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Superb  Gem  1913-S  Quarter 

Lowest  Mintage  of  the  Series 


474  1913-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  deeply  frosted.  A 

hint  of  champagne  toning  over  silvery  fields  and  features. 

The  1913-S,  with  a mintage  ofjust  40,000  pieces,  stands  as  the 
lowest  production  variety  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter  dollar  series 
1892-1916.  Although  the  1901-S  is  rare  in  terms  of  surviving  pieces 
at  the  Mint  State  level  (due  to  less  interest  in  collecting  mintmarks 
at  that  earlier  date),  the  1913-S  is  nevertheless  a prime  key  issue. 

This  concludes,  or  almost  concludes,  our  complete  offering  of 
the  “big  three”  in  the  Barber  series,  a choice  Mint  State  1896-S,  a 
“popular  grade”  1901-S,  and  the  present  superb  gem  1913-S — 
seemingly  something  for  just  about  everyone. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5 finer  (MS-68  finest). 
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Another  Superb  Gem  1913-S! 
Who  Would  Have  Believed  It? 
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Superb  Gem  1916-D  Quarter 


478  1916-D  Barber.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Well  struck,  and 

very  attractive  overall,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1916-D  quarters  we 
have  ever  seen.  To  be  sure,  there  are  some  scattered  marks,  par- 
ticularly on  the  obverse,  but  no  doubt  the  experts  at  PCGS  have 
taken  this  into  consideration.  For  some  reason  most  1916-D  quar- 
ters seem  very  “baggy”  and  have  poor  eye  appeal.  We  will  have  to 
alert  our  world  class  photographer,  Douglas  Plasencia,  to  keep  spe- 
cial photographs  of  this  1916-D  in  case  we  ever  fit  a book  on  Bar- 
ber silver  coins  into  our  writing  schedule! 


Key  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


479  1916  Standing  Liberty.  EF-45,  lightly  cleaned.  Light  silver 

color  overall,  highly  lustrous.  Medium  gray  toning  with  hints  of 
lilac.  Seemingly  very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  but  of  excellent  ap- 
pearance and  aspect.  An  example  that  should  be  examined  prior  to 
bidding,  for  the  quality'  is  nicer  than  our  words  may  indicate. 

For  a long  time  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  with  a mint- 
age of  only  52,000  pieces,  has  been  one  of  the  most  famous  ot  all 
20th-century  coins.  While  of  course  a Mint  State  piece  would  be 
preferable,  this  lovely  coin  would  be  a proud  addition  to  the  vast 
majority  of  fine  collections. 


475  1913-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Another  splendid  1913-S,  this  one  certi- 

fied by  NGC.  Although  the  assigned  grades  are  the  same,  the  ap- 
pearances are  different,  this  one  having  the  “halo”  or  “album  ton- 
ing” from  longtime  storage  in  a Raymond  or  other  holder.  The 
present  piece  is  silver  at  the  center,  changing  to  heather  and  blue, 
then  to  intense  blue,  then  to  gold. 

NGC  Census:  6;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Under  magnification  it  becomes  evident  that  this  coin  and  the  preceding 
one  were  struck  fairly  close  together.  Both  have  the  same  die  characteristics, 
some  slight  weakness  on  star  11,  and  a die  crack  from  the  last  digit  of  the  date 
across  the  tip  of  the  neck. 

Good  things  occasionally  come  in  pairs,  as  we  noted  earlier.  However,  those 
pairs  typically  don't  include  gem  examples  of  1913-S! 


476  1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  frosty  and  lustrous  with  light  blue 

and  magenta  surfaces  with  splashes  of  gold,  somewhat  mottled.  A 
very  attractive  arrangement  overall,  yielding  a truly  special  example 
of  this  otherwise  available  date. 


477  1915  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  gray  toning  over  deeply  lus- 

trous surfaces.  Significantly  above  average  in  striking  quality.  A 
pristine  coin  that  has  never  been  dipped  or  brightened.  For  the 
B.irher  quarter  ipeciahst  tins  is  a find. 

Ni  lo,  I finer 'MS  f»7) 
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Ever  Popular  1917  Quarter 
Type  I,  Full  Head 
Superb  Gem 


! 480  1917  Type  I.  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  a very 

attractive  sharply  struck  example,  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Standing 
Liberty  quarter.  This  is  one  of  our  all  time  favorite  designs.  If  we 
! could  close  our  eyes  in  a dream  and  be  presented  with  a bushel  of 

coins,  we  might  pick  this  particular  date  and  quality — knowing 
they  would  sell  as  soon  as  they  were  offered. 

Although  the  1917  Type  I quarter  is  not  at  all  rare,  even  in 
Mint  State,  in  the  context  of  completing  a 20th-century  type  set  it 
1 is  one  of  the  several  most  elusive  issues. 


i 

|i  481  1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning,  sonie- 

I what  mottled  on  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  magenta,  over  very 

sharply  struck  surfaces.  A pristine  example  which  has  never  been 
dipped  or  brightened  and,  as  such,  is  scarce  today. 


Lustrous  Gem  1917  Type  II  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 


( 482  1917  Type  II.  MS-67  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very 

attractive,  a superb  specimen  of  the  1917  Type  II  quarter,  much 
harder  to  find  sharply  struck  than  is  the  Type  I version.  To  be 


sure,  this  and  other  “Full”  Head  coins  are  not  necess3n]y  completely 
full.  The  striking  is  good,  all  details  except  the  very  highest  hair 
nuances  are  visible,  and  the  shield  rivets,  of  which  two  arc  just 
slightly  weak,  are  better  defined  than  usual.  On  some  Full  Head 
coins  the  shield  rivets  are  weak — indicating  mixed  guidelines  for 
striking  sharpness. 

NGC  Census:  8;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Superb  Gem  1917-D  Quarter 

Type  II  FH 


483  1917-D  Type  II.  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  lilac  toning 

over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  Hair  details  exceptionally  full,  more 
so  than  seen  on  many  “FH”  pieces.  Shield  rivets  are  all  present,  a 
few  at  the  lower  left  lacking  detail. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (MS-67  FH  finest). 


I 
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Famous  1918/7-S  Overdate  Quarter 

Lustrous  AU 


484  1918/7-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Among  Standing  Liberty  quarters  the 

1918/7-S  overdate  is  the  rarest  major  variety.  None  seem  to  have 
been  deliberately  saved  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
early  1930s  that  the  variety  was  first  identified  and  pubhshed  in 
numismatic  circles.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  any  pieces  is  a 
matter  of  chance. 

The  present  coin  is  quite  nice,  displaying  in  the  obverse  and  re- 
verse fields  the  majority  of  original  lustre.  There  is  some  light  strik- 
ing at  the  center,  this  being  typical.  Mottled  gray  toning  is  seen  here 
and  there,  particularly  at  the  obverse  border. 


485  1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Mottled  gray  toning  with  some  splashes  of 

autumn-leaf  red  over  lustrous  silvery  surfaces.  Although  this  piece 
is  not  designated  as  Full  Head,  and  although  the  head  is  not  com- 
pletely full,  it  is  just  as  nice  as  some  that  have  been  called  FH.  As 
such,  it  may  merit  more  than  passing  consideration  during  lot  view- 
ing time.  Check  it  out! 


Gem  1928-S  Quarter  Dollar 
Sharply  Struck 


486  1928-S  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  Full 
Head,  indeed  fuller  than  usual.  However,  the  shield  rivets  have  faded 
away  at  the  lower  left,  but  don’t  pay  attention  to  this  (few  do!) 
unless  you  are,  as  Frank  Archer  might  have  said,  very  particular.  Such 
things  make  numismatics  a lot  of  fun  and  a bit  more  challenging 
than  most  people  realize — although  we  like  to  think  that  fans  of 
American  Numismatic  Rarities  are  a bit  more  educated  than  most. 

487  1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Mottled  gray  and  magenta  toning  with 
some  splashes  of  sea  green  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  An  im- 
portant opportunity  for  a member  of  the  legion  of  collectors  who 
enjoy  toning  on  20th-century  silver  issues  (often  a subject  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  Internet). 


Superb  Gem  1930  Quarter 


488 


1930  MS-67  (PCGS).  Rich,  deep  lustre  characterizes  both  sides 
of  this  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  from  the  last  year  of  production. 
The  head  details  are  partial,  perhaps  60%.  Among  the  nicest  graded 
of  this  year  and  mint. 


489  Nearly  complete  set  of  Washington  quarters  1932-1964-D, 

lacking  only  the  1932-D.  Most  grade  AU-55  to  MS-63  with  a 
couple  of  VF  and  EF  pieces.  Highlights  include  the  following;  H 
1936-D  AU-58  ☆ 1937-S  MS-63  ☆ 1937-D  MS-64  ☆ 1939-S 
MS-64  ☆ 1941 -D  MS-66.  A nice  old  set  with  room  to  improve. 
Housed  in  a Library  of  Coins  album.  (Total:  82  pieces) 
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Splendid  Gem  1932-D  Quarter 


490  1932-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  lustrous  surfaces,  delicately  toned 

with  splashes  of  iridescence  and  gray,  attractive  overall.  The  pres- 
ently offered  1932-D  quarter  is  a classic  in  its  own  right.  In  the 
context  of  Washington  quarters  from  1932  to  date  this  is  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  desire,  a coin  fairly  scarce  in  any  Mint  State  level, 
rare  in  MS-64,  and  very  rare  in  MS-65. 

PCGS  Population:  56;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

“Delicious”  1932-D  Quarter 


Lustrous  and  Choice 


491  1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen,  silver  with  light 

golden  toning,  well  struck,  rather  nifty,  delicious,  or  whatever 
other  adjective  you  may  wish  to  apply.  Some  scattered  marks  can 
be  seen  here  and  there  on  the  obverse,  truly  minimal.  The  lustre 
is  deep  and  rich. 


The  other  day  we  had  occasion  to  be  interviewed  at  length  by  Ed  Kciter, 
Editor  in  Chief  of  COlNage  magazine,  and  coming  up  in  conversation  hap- 
pened to  be  Washington  quarters.  Whether  the  remarks  will  reach  print  m one 
or  another  ofEd’s  fine  columns,  “My  Two-Cent’s  Worth,”  remains  to  be  seen. 
The  present  cataloguer  (QDB)  noted  that  in  choice  and  gem  grade  the  1932-1) 
quarter  is  at  least  10  times  rarer  than  the  lower-mintage  1913-S.  A few  years  ago 
we  implored  readers  to  tap  into  this  situation  and  buy  some,  this  being  a low  in 
the  market  when  few  people  wanted  early  Washington  quarters  of  any  kind. 
Those  days  seem  so  remote  now! 


Another  Choice  1932-D  Quarter 


492  1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  surfaces  with  splashes 

of  brown.  A very  attractive  coin  with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal, 
one  that  serious  challenges  the  MS-65  level  and  invites  careful  in- 
spection in  that  regard.  Again,  within  the  context  of  the  Washing- 
ton quarter  series,  one  of  the  most  popular  in  American  numis- 
matics, the  1932-D  in  Mint  State  is  a rarity. 

Lustrous  1932-S  Quarter 


493  1932-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a few  hints  of 

toning.  Notable  as  the  lowest  mintage  issue  from  1932  to  date,  the 
1932-S  has  always  been  in  demand.  In  terms  of  availabiliw,  due  to 
distribution  practices  the  1932-D  is  a bit  scarcer,  but  no  matter, 
both  are  needed  for  completion.  It  is  always  a pleasure  to  offer 
quality  such  as  this. 
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Lustrous  1932-S  Quarter 


494  1932-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  with  light  golden  ton- 

ing. A few  marks  here  and  there,  including  some  on  the  cheek 
define  the  grade,  but  the  overall  appeal  is  quite  good. 


Gem  Proof  1936  Quarter  Dollar 

Rarest  Modern  Proof  Issue 


495  1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Not  much  else 

needs  to  be  said,  as  it  is  about  as  nice  as  when  first  minted.  It  is 
perfectly  okay  if  it  gets  resubmitted  a couple  more  times  and  gradu- 
ates to  Proof-66  or  Proof-68 — it  really  is  choice. 

In  1936  Proof  sets  were  made  available  to  numismatists  for  the  first  time  since 
1916.  The  coins  were  offered  individually  or  they  could  be  bought  as  a set,  the 
latter  for  $181  plus  postage.  As  pieces  w-ere  struck  to  order  and  as  demand  varied, 
the  mintage  quantities  for  the  Proofs  of  this  era,  1936  through  1942,  are  not  con- 
stant for  each  denomination.  Of  all  of  the  issues  of  that  early  span,  the  smallest 
mintage  figure  goes  to  the  1936  quarter,  just  3,837  were  produced  in  Proof  for- 
mat. Ever  since  then  the  nuntages  have  been  much  higher  for  the  standard  Proof 
cent,  nickel,  dime,  quarter,  and  halt  dollar  issues.  Accordingly,  today  the  1936 
stands  as  the  rarity  among  modern  issues  (if  you  care  to  call  1936-1942  modem). 


HALF  DOLLARS 

A choice  MS-63  1795  leads  the  way  here,  followed  by  one  of  the  most 
cherished  rarities  in  all  of  U,S.  numismatics,  a lovely  1796  16  Stars  half 
dollar  in  “only”  VF-25!  Mint  State  1803  and  1806  half  dollars  also  make 
an  appearance,  and  a gem  MS-66  1811,  Large  8 is  a highlight  in  anyone’s 
book!  How  about  a MS-66  1814?  Indeed,  there  are  more  than  enough 
highlights  in  the  early  half  dollar  series  to  keep  our  bidders  busy  for  some 
time  to  come,  including  a Mint  State  1836  Reeded  Edge  rarity!  Among 
the  Libert\'  Seated  series  can  be  found  a nice  AU-50  1842-0  Small  Date, 
Small  Letters  rarity  along  with  so  many  other  rarities  in  the  design  type 
that  we  could  write  several  pages  about  them — in  fact,  we  have,  and  you 
only  need  to  read  our  descriptions  to  find  out  what  treasures  await  you 
here!  For  instance,  there’s  an  1861  C.S.A  Scott  Restrike  half  dollar  in  MS- 
62,  and  a spectacular  1870-CC  in  MS-62  from  the  celebrated  Pryor  Col- 
lection, as  well  as  multiple  specimens  of  the  early  Carson  City  rarities, 
many  of  them  in  truly  choice  grades.  Barber  half  dollars  are  represented  by 
more  gems  and  rare  dates  than  you  can  shake  the  proverbial  stick  at,  and 
likewise  for  the  Walking  Liberty  series.  Key  dates  and  Condition  Census 
hall  diillars’  All  can  be  found  here,  so  happy  hunting! 


Mint  State  1795  Half  Dollar 
Overton-110,  MS-63 
Superb  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


496  1795  Overton-110.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (NGC).  A particularly  at- 

tractive 0-110  Flowing  Hair  half  dollar,  the  first  design  type  in  the 
series.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  a light  lilac  silver  with  some 
hints  of  gold.  The  center  of  the  obverse  has  exquisite  detail  in  the 
hair,  remarkably  so,  this  being  true  of  the  lower  tresses.  There  is 
some  lightness  above  the  forehead.  The  stars  to  the  left  and  right  are 
fairly  sharp,  with  some  trivial  weakness  at  the  center  of  some,  but 
scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  The  dentils  are  extremely  bold  and  serve 
to  frame  the  portrait.  On  the  reverse  the  definition  of  the  eagle  is 
remarkably  fine,  with  feathers  available,  at  least  in  outline  form,  all 
over  the  breast,  and  with  the  wing  feathers  being  especially  so.  Some 
lightness  can  be  mentioned  here  and  there,  but  has  no  significance 
as  to  the  value  of  the  piece.  The  dentils  are  complete  and  bold,  ag.un 
serving  to  frame  the  motifs.  Under  magnification  some  light  clash 
marks  can  be  seen,  typical  of  the  variety. 

The  present  coin  is  immensely  appealing,  and  we  recommend 
that  anyone  interested  in  acquiring  an  especi.illy  nice  piece  for  a rsye 
set  or  a specialized  collection  contemplate  this  piece  at  some  length 
It  certainly  is  one  of  the  nicest  of  its  variets'  to  pass  under  our  view 

Certif Ration  populatuin  mimbors  are  iiucreMing  Ibr  both  Ntff'  anti  I’tTlS 
but  as  they  Jo  not  treat  die  varieties,  but  |ust  basic  sears,  thev  are  lu't  partuu- 
larly  relevant  to  the  rarity  ot'this  or  anv  other  attributed  die  variets 
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Classic  1796  Half  Dollar  Rarity 
0-102,  16  Stars 


497  1796  0-102.  Rarity-6.  16  Stars.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A beautiful 

specimen  of  the  1796  half  dollar  with  16  obverse  stars,  this  piece  will 
serve  well  in  a type  set.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  attractively 
toned,  medium  gray  and  lilac.  All  other  aspects  are  quite  good,  in- 
cluding near  (but  not  complete)  absence  of  mint  adjustment  marks. 
Within  the  VF  category  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen. 

Among  silver  coins  by  design  type,  the  half  dollar  of  1796-1797 
is  far  and  away  the  rarest.  Combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with 
the  Small  Eagle  reverse,  the  total  production  for  these  two  years, 
distributed  among  several  die  varieties,  amounted  to  just  3,918  pieces. 
The  reason  for  the  scarcity  is  that  beginning  in  late  spring  1795  the 
mint  installed  a heavy-capacity  press,  making  it  possible  to  effec- 
tively strike  silver  dollars.  Up  to  this  point  a few  silver  dollars  had 
been  made  (including  1 ,758  delivered  in  1794),  but  there  were  prob- 
lems with  most  of  them,  including  lightness  of  strike  in  certain  ar- 


c photo) 

eas.  After  late  spring  1795  dollars  were  produced  in  large  quantities, 
and  production  of  other  silver  denominations  dropped  off  sharply. 
Indeed,  for  the  quarter  dollar  a few  pieces  were  made  in  1796,  then 
no  more  until  1804.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment did  not  strike  silver  coins  for  its  own  account  but,  instead, 
made  coins  only  at  the  specific  request  of  depositors  of  bullion.  Such 
people  typically  asked  for  dollars,  as  a given  quantity  of  them  was 
easier  to  store  and  to  count.  Moreover,  in  international  maritime 
trade,  such  as  to  the  West  Indies  and  to  the  distant  East  Indies,  United 
States  silver  dollars  could  compete  effectively  with  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  8 reales  pieces.  In  the  same  marketplace  few  foreign  merchants 
would  have  wanted  half  dollars  or  other  smaller  coins. 

On  the  obverse  a die  crack  is  seen  from  the  dentils  to  the  left  of  the  date,  con- 
tinuing through  the  first  four  stars,  dividing  between  star  3 and  star  4,  and  exiting  to 
the  border  through  star  4.  On  the  reverse  a delicate  crack  is  seen  connecting  ES 
(STATES)  and  another  connecting  a dentil  with  the  upper  right  of  O (OF). 


498 


1803  O-102a.  Rarity-3+.  Large  3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium  gray 
and  light  golden  surfaces  with  lighter  toning  on  the  portrait  and 
stars.  A pleasing  specimen  at  the  indicated  level. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1803  Half  Dollar 
0-103,  MS-64 
Solo  Finest  NGC  Coin 


(2x  photo) 


499  1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  This  piece  is 

the  hnest  graded  by  NGC,  with  none  others  in  view,  left,  right, 
before,  behind,  or  above!  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  the  piece 
Itself  has  superb  eye  appeal,  far  above  average  strike,  and  just  about 
anything  and  everything  else  the  connoisseur  loves. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  light  heather,  with  splashes 
of  gold  and  guninetal-blue,  light  enough  that  the  rich  underly- 
ing lustre  is  very  evident.  Under  magnification  the  hair  details 
on  the  obverse  are  seen  to  be  excellent,  the  stars  mostly  have  their 
centers,  and  the  date  is  bold.  There  are  some  hidden  marks  on 
the  drapery  above  the  second  8 digit,  probably  keeping  this  from 
the  MS-65  category.  An  intermittent  crack  is  seen  through  to 
the  tops  of  the  letters  m LIBERTY,  and  a subtle  clash  mark  is 
above  the  neckline.  On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  similarly  excel- 
lent, with  nearly  all  details  being  sharp,  exceptions  just  being  a 
few  stars  Considering  half  dollars  within  the  1801-1807  Draped 
Bust  obverse.  I Icraldic  Eagle  reverse,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  seen 
of  a«y  date. 

N»  A ^ >nsu‘  1 , none  finer. 


Lovely  Mint  State  1806  Half  Dollar 

Overton-109a 


500  1806  O-109a.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen, 
combining  correct  grading  at  the  Mint  State  category  with  the 
equally  or  more  important  aspect  of  good  eye  appeal,  to  which  can 
be  added  a significantly  above  average  strike.  The  toning  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse  is  light  golden  brown,  with  some  gray  at  the 
center.  Little  flashes  and  sparks  of  iridescence  appear  around  the 
borders,  particularly  in  protected  areas. 

Few  1806  half  dollars  are  this  choice.  The  present  example  will 
suffice  for  the  specialist  by  die  varieties  or  more  likely,  for  inclu- 
sion in  a type  set.  The  overall  quality'  is  all  here. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  show  Hght  die  rust,  probably  from  the  dampness  of 
the  Philadelphia  summer,  this  imparting  a somewhat  matte  effect.  On  the  obverse 
a die  crack  is  seen  through  the  base  of  the  date,  extending  to  the  left  with  another 
crack  at  the  left  border,  the  prominent  crack  from  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  through  star 
12.  On  the  reverse  there  are  clash  marks  at  OF  and  elsewhere. 

501  Trio  of  early  half  dollars:  ☆ 1806  O-109a.  Rarity-4.  Pointed  6. 
Stem  not  through  claw.  VF-30.  Iridescent  blue,  gold,  and  rose  over 
both  sides  ☆ 1818/7  O-102a.  Rarity-2.  Small  8.  EF-45,  cleaned 
but  naturally  retoned  over  the  years  ☆ 1826  O-lOla.  Rarity-2. 
AU-58.  Iridescent  blue-green,  magenta,  and  rose.  A few  faint  hair- 
lines are  detected,  but  the  piece  is  original  and  very  attractive.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

502  1807  0-105.  Rarity-1.  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle.  EF-40 
(NGC).  A pleasing  example  with  light  gray  toning  accented  with 
splashes  of  brown  here  and  there. 

Late  state  of  the  dies.  Obverse  with  die  stress  marks  at  the  borders,  multiple 
breaks  at  the  left  side  of  the  date  continuing  through  all  stars  before  L (LIB- 
ERTY), clash  marks  before  Miss  Liberty’s  throat,  a transfer  from  the  upper  out- 
line of  the  eagle’s  wing  on  the  reverse.  On  the  reverse  there  are  clash  marks  at 
OF,  a large  crack  and  cud  (piece  missing  from  the  die)  between  E and  D 
(UNITED),  a crack  through  the  top  of  STATES  extending  to  just  above  the  O. 
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Incredible  Gem  1811  Half  Dollar 

Overton-109,  MS-66 


(2x  photo) 


503  1811  0-109.  Rarity-2.  Large  8.  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharp  striking 

on  obverse  and  reverse,  rich  lustre,  and  gorgeous  light  gray,  gold, 
and  blue  toning  add  up  to  create  an  incredible  half  dollar  of  this  early 
Capped  Bust  date.  We  do  not  know  how  many  have  been  certified 
of  this  die  variety,  as  population  figures  deal  with  date  only.  It 
would,  however,  be  difficult  to  imagine  that  this  piece  has  signifi- 
cant competition. 


Rare  1812/1  0-101  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  of  the  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

504  1812/1  0-101.  Rarity-5.  Large  8.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A lovely 

example  of  the  0-101  variety,  with  medium  gray  toning.  Among 
the  top  seven  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  an  important  status  in 
view  of  the  widespread  popularity  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  by 
Overton  varieties. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (AU-50  finest). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUKRITlES 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


'M) 


High-Grade  1812  Half  Dollar 
0-105,  MS-65 


Superb  Gem  1814  Half  Dollar 
0-103,  MS-66 
None  Graded  Finer 


{2x  photo) 

505  1812  0-105.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  especially  high-grade 
e.xample,  one  of  the  finest  in  e.xistence  of  0-105.  Certification 
data  are  interesting,  but  as  noted  earlier,  they  do  not  apply  to  spe- 
cific die  varieties  and  are  of  little  use  to  the  specialist.  However, 
taking  the  entire  panorama  of  die  varieties  of  the  1812  year,  the 
present  piece  ranks  quite  high. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  bright  silver,  lustrous  and  some- 
what prootlike,  accented  with  splashes  of  gold.  The  striking  on 
both  sides  is  superb.  All  told  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1812  half 
dollars  we  have  ever  seen  of  any  die  variety  at  this  level. 

506  Quartette  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1812  O-109a.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Soft 
lilac-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1821  O-lOla.  Rarity-1.  EF-45.  Olive-gray 
with  hints  of  gold  ☆ 1922  Grant  With  Star.  AU-58.  Cleaned  long 
ago  1927  Vermont.  MS-63.  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 


{2x  photo) 

507  1814  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  First  ofall,  no  finer  1814 

half  dollar  has  been  graded  by  PCGS,  and  only  one  other  has  com- 
manded this  grade  level.  Accordingly,  those  who  keep  an  eye  on 
numbers  will  be  delighted  with  this  coin  and  may  want  to  com- 
pete strongly!  Beyond  that,  and  equally  important,  the  present  piece 
is  exceptional  in  its  quality,  with  its  excellent  strike  on  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  sharp  and  with  nearly  (but  not  completely)  full  de- 
tails. The  toning  on  both  sides  is  a beautiful  lilac  at  the  center, 
changing  to  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  coin  is  memorable 
in  its  appearance,  and  its  next  owner  will  certainly  enjoy  its  pos- 
session. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Under  magnification  a clash  mark  from  the  eagle’s  wing  on  the  reverse  can 
he  seen  in  the  left  obverse  field,  plus  other  interesting  clash  marks  {n-jlly  iiilcnrs!- 
iiig)  hidden  among  the  obverse  stars  to  the  left.  Below  the  portrait  of  Miss  Lib- 
erty IS  a clash  mark  from  the  motto  on  the  reverse. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin  there  is  a prominent  break  from  the  eagle's 
wing  to  the  left,  to  the  ribbon,  as  well  as  scattered  cracks  in  the  letters. 
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Gem  1814  Half  Dollar  Important  1820/19  Half  Dollar 

0-103,  MS-65  Among  Top  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


508  1814  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  lovely  speci- 
men, well  struck,  with  light  golden  toning  at  the  center  over  richly 
lustrous  surfaces.  Splashes  of  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  The  re- 
verse has  magenta  and  gold. 

The  die  state  of  this  particular  piece  is  fascinating,  with  prominent  clash 
marks  visible  on  both  sides,  most  notably  on  the  obverse.  Certainly  worth  in- 
specting. On  the  reverse  a ridge  or  bar  extends  from  the  top  edge  of  the  eagle’s 
wing  at  left  to  the  ribbon. 

509  1818  0-108.  Rarity-1.  AU-58.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  much 
mint  lustre  still  remaining.  Light  magenta  and  gray  toning  around 
the  borders.  Fairly  well  struck.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and 
variety. 


(2x  photo) 

510  1820/19  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  smoky  gray 

at  the  centers,  with  pleasing  overtones  of  soft  lilac,  green,  and  deep 
gold  toward  the  rims  on  both  sides.  Underlying  lustre  adds  to  the 
visual  appeal.  Nicely  struck  with  bold  definition  of  aU  central  de- 
tails and  a clearly  visible  overdate.  A rather  common  variety,  but  a 
popular  one  with  collectors  due  to  the  bold  overdate.  Tied  for  the 
finest  seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 
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Mint  State  1821  Half  Dollar 
0-107,  Possible  Proof 


511  1821  0-107.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  lovely  piece  hails 

from  the  famous  Norweb  Collection,  where  it  was  offered  as  Lot 
3075,  attributed  as  Proof-6()  to  63,  and  described  as  follows: 

A beautiful  coin,  with  golden  brown  surfaces  accented  with  tinges 
of  sea  green,  magenta,  and  gold.  The  Proof  surface  is  complete  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse,  including  within  the  shield  stripes  of  the  eagle. 

Walter  Breen,  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof 
Coins,  knew  of  just  one  Proof  example  of  0-107,  the  Elder- Ryder- 
Raymond  coin. 

Here  is  an  exceedingly  important  opportunity  for  the  connois- 
seur, for  not  only  is  the  1821  half  dollar  exceedingly  rare  as  a Proof 
example  of  this  early  date,  but  in  addition  the  die  variety  is  Rarity-5 
in  any  grade. 

Opinions  on  such  things  vary,  and  at  present  it  is  attributed  as 
MS-62  by  PCGS,  with  the  Norweb  pedigree  as  part  of  the  label. 
This  coin  invites  in-person  inspection,  offering  as  it  does  a very 
nice  strike,  nice  eye  appeal,  and  a high  quality  pedigree. 

Purchased  from  Maurice  Storck  on  April  10,  1954;  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  sale  of  the  Nonveb  Collection,  November  1988,  Lot  3075. 


512  1824/various  dates.  0-103.  Rarity-1.  Struck  off  center.  Net 
EF-40  (ANACS).  Sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  Approximately 
5%  off-center  to  just  right  of  1 2:00.  Silvery  gray  with  some  golden 
toning  and  good  lustre  remaining.  Some  light  scratches  are  noted 
at  central  obverse  and  some  hairlines  are  present  elsewhere  still 
from  the  old  cleaning.  The  tips  of  stars  6 and  7 are  off  the  planchet 
and  50  is  teetering  on  the  edge.  Still  fairly  attractive  despite  the  net 
grade,  an  eye-appealing  error  coin  from  this  popular  series. 


513 


Apex  1824/4  Half  Dollar 

0-110,  Finest  and  Sole  Highest  PCGS 


1824/4  0-110.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  In  the  PCGS  roster  ! 
this  is  the  only  piece  graded  as  MS-64,  with  no  competitors  in  \ 
sight  to  left  or  right,  and  none  above,  although  there  are  some 
below.  The  coin  is  of  excellent  quality,  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  | 
sort  of  satiny.  The  striking  is  fairly  decent,  but  with  some  flatness  ! 
at  the  stars  left  and  right,  and  a lightness  at  the  left  side  of  the  ^ 
motto  (although  everything  is  clear  there).  A high  echelon  example  | 
of  this  interesting  variety.  As  it  holds  its  own  in  terms  of  eye  ap-  i 
peal,  this  coin  should  perform  very  well  in  the  auction  venue,  at- 
tracting both  lovers  of  Condition  Census  numbers  as  well  as  qual- 
ity, an  ideal  situation. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


514  1824/4  0-110.  Rarity-2.  Struck  off  center.  Net  VG-8 

(ANACS);  sharpness  of  F-12,  cleaned.  Struck  a bit  more  than  5% 
off-center  to  10:00.  Pleasing  silver  and  pewter  gray  with  some  hair- 
lines and  brightness  from  the  cleaning.  The  points  of  all  left  ob- 
verse stars  are  off  the  planchet  as  are  the  tops  of  all  the  letters  in 
UNITED,  making  for  a dramatic  error.  A most  worthwhile  Bust 
half  error,  a type  whose  off-centers  always  see  strong  bidding. 
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Gem  1825  Half  Dollar 
Overton-105 


(2x  photo) 


515  1825  0-105.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Here  we  go  again:  a 

coin  that  as  a date  is  Condition  Census,  PCGS  has  graded  just  10  at 
this  level,  plus  three  finer  (MS-66).  However,  those  numbers  cover 
all  varieties  of  1825  half  dollars,  not  just  the  0-105,  and  thus  taken 
on  its  own  the  0-105  is  significantly  rarer  PCGS  grade-wise. 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  deeply  and  richly  lustrous, 
bright,  with  light  golden  toning  accented  by  hints  and  splashes  of 
iridescence  here  and  there.  The  striking  is  quite  good  at  the  cen- 
ters, but  with  some  lightness  at  the  stars,  scarcely  worth  mention- 
ing, and  some  lightness  at  the  left  side  of  the  motto.  Such  lightness 
at  the  motto,  a hallmark  of  the  type,  was  caused  by  the  require- 
ment that  metal  flow  deeply  in  both  directions  when  a pair  of  dies 
was  in  the  press — and  at  this  point  the  ample  bosom  of  Miss  Lib- 
erty and  the  drapery  called  for  metal  while  the  motto  did  as  well, 
with  the  result  that  some  light  striking  occurred  in  both  places. 
The  aspect  of  die  placement  and  pairing  with  regard  to  striking  is 
exceedingly  important  in  the  evaluation  of  early  coins,  although  it 
is  not  often  mentioned.  It  is  for  this  precise  reason  that,  for  ex- 
ample, the  Type  II  gold  dollar,  produced  in  1854,  was  soon  dis- 
continued— the  metal  could  not  flow  at  the  center  to  fill  the  new 
high-rclicf  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  and,  at  the  same 
time,  fill  in  completely  the  numerals  opposite  on  the  reverse. 

I’CCtS  I'upulation:  10;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


516  Quartette  of  early  half  dollars:  ☆ 1826  0-101.  AU-55.  Pale 
golden  gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1831  0-110.  AU-55.  Deli- 
cate rose-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1835  0-101.  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1837 
AU-53,  lightly  cleaned,  but  lustrous  and  nicely  retoned  at  the  rims. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 


Memorable  Gem  1826  Half  Dollar 
0-102,  MS-65 


(2x  photo) 

517  1826  0-102.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  specimen 

of  this  die  variety,  whose  rarity  in  the  PCGS  world  cannot  be  evalu- 
ated as  the  population  is  spread  among  other  Overton  numbers. 

The  present  piece  is  sharply  struck  on  all  parts  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  including  the  hair,  the  stars,  and  the  motto.  The  lustre 
is  a rich  and  frosty  silver,  with  splashes  of  magenta  and,  at  the  bor- 
der, hints  of  electric  blue.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  this  com  is  for  you. 
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Gorgeous  1826  Half  Dollar 
0-113,  Gem  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

518  1826  0-113.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  A simply  gorgeous  piece 

that  has  about  everything  desired.  On  the  obverse  the  portrait  has 
needle-sharp  striking.  The  stars  are  mostly  well  struck  but  with 
some  lightness  at  the  centers  of  the  topmost.  On  the  reverse  the 
striking  is  superb  overall.  The  beauty  part  lies  with  the  rich,  deep 
lustre  overlaid  with  lilac  and  blue  patination.  Memorable! 


Lustrous  1827  Half  Dollar 
0-112a,  MS-64 


519  1827  0-112a.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous 
specimen  of  this  die  variety.  The  obverse  and  reverse  have  rich 
mint  frost,  somewhat  satiny,  toned  light  heather,  gray,  and  gold. 
The  striking  is  quite  good,  considerably  above  average  for  the 
design  type. 

On  the  obverse  a die  crack  is  seen  from  the  border  through  the  upper  left  of 
the  2 (1827)  deeply  into  the  portrait.  Under  magnification  combined  with  careful 
study  some  delicate  clash  marks  can  be  seen  on  both  sides. 

520  Quartette  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1828  Square  Base  2,  Large  8s.  Net 
EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1837VF-25.  Rich 
rose-gray  with  steel  blue  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1853  Arrows  and 
Rays.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one 
time,  reverse  planchet  flaw  ☆ 1877-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of 
AU-58,  cleaned.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

521  1829  0-109.  Rarity'-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  gray  and  gold  ton- 
ing over  lustrous  surfaces.  Not  needle  sharp  in  detail  but  above 
average.  A very  attractive  example  of  the  Overton-109  issue,  quite 
ready  for  placement  in  a specialized  collection. 

522  Trio  of  certified  early  half  dollars:  ☆ 1829  0-115.  Rarity-1. 
AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  olive-gray  with  lovely  pastel  iridescence  to- 
ward the  periphery  ☆ 1831  0-119.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Lustrous  medium  gray  with  attractive  golden  highlights  toward 
the  rims  ☆ 1834  0-101.  Rarity-1.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU- 
50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  1831  Quarter 

0-103,  MS-66 


(2x  photo) 

523  1831  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  (NGC).  Another  memorable 

Capped  Bust  half  dollar,  this  combines  excellent  strike,  rich  lustre, 
with  breathtakingly  beautiful  toning,  light  gray  and  lilac  mixed 
with  some  hints  of  gold  and  blue.  A piece  which  is  as  pretty  as  a 
picture. 


Gem  1834  Half  Dollar 
0-109,  MS-65 
Condition  Census 


524 


1834  0-109.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Let- 
ters. MS-65  (NGC).  What  an  exciting  coin  this  is!  First  ot  all,  it 


is  of  the  Small  Date,  Small  Stars,  and  Small  Letters  style,  listed  m 
the  Guide  Book,  the  effect  being  somewhat  cameo-like.  Generally, 
and  as  we  write  these  words  no  exceptions  come  to  mind,  when 
the  letters,  date,  and  stars  are  small,  a cameo  effect  is  generated, 
considerably  more  pleasing  than  when  these  features  are  large.  For 
example,  among  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  of  the  early  years,  those 
with  small  letters  on  the  reverse  seem  to  be  quite  a bit  more  attrac- 
tive than  those  of  the  Large  or  Medium  Letters  style.  Of  course, 
opinions  vary,  but  that  is  our  view. 

The  surfaces  on  both  sides  are  simply  gorgeous,  light  lilac  ton- 
ing against  deep  frost,  with  some  gray  and  blue.  The  dentils  are 
bold  on  the  obverse  and  are  not  quite  as  bold,  but  still  strong  on 
the  reverse  (as  per  the  characteristics  of  the  dies).  The  striking  is 
needle  sharp  in  almost  all  areas.  This  coin  is  of  sufficient  quality 
that  no  matter  what  your  budget  might  be,  the  present  piece  will 
forever  answer  your  desire. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-67) 


Mint  State  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 

Beautiful  and  Rare 


(2x  photo) 


525  1836  Reeded  Edge.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty  surfaces,  a 

rare  circulation  strike  in  unquestioned  Mint  State,  and  seldom  seen 
as  such.  We  estimate  that  perhaps  400  to  500  examples  exist  from  an 
original  mintage  of  about  4,200  for  this  coin,  with  the  number  ot 
lustrous  Mint  State  pieces  being  only  in  the  dozens.  The  present  coin 
has  light  golden  toning  with  hints  of  blue  with  some  magenta  as 
well.  All  told  it  is  a stunning  example  of  a coin  rarely  encountered. 
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Exceptional  1839  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


526  1839  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 
possessing  rich  lustre  and  good  eye  appeal.  The  striking  is  sharp  at 
the  center  but  somewhat  light  at  the  stars.  A definite  possibility 
for  a high-grade  type  set. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

527  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned  long 
ago,  but  not  that  most  people  would  notice.  Medium  gray  and 
gold  surfaces  over  fairly  well-struck  features.  Early  issue  without 
extra  cloth,  called  “drapery,”  at  the  elbow.  Not  rare  in  an  absolute 
sense,  but  far  more  elusive  than  the  without  drapery  counterparts 
in  the  lower  denomination  silver  series.  For  the  type  set  collector 
this  is  an  important  offering. 

528  1839  Libert\’ Seated.  With  Drapery.  AU-55.  Second  Liberty  Seated 
style  of  1839,  with  cloth  or  drapery  added  to  the  elbow.  Light  gray 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  close  to  Mint  State,  about  as 
close  as  one  can  get  without  actually  crossing  the  line.  Popular  as 
the  first  year  of  issue. 

529  1840  Small  Date,  Medium  Letters.  EF-45.  Light  gray  and  gold 
toning  over  surfaces  that  retain  lustre  in  certain  areas.  Reverse  die 
with  two  light  cracks,  an  interesting  feature. 


Partial  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Set 
A Lot  Worthy  of  Examination 
Partial  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  with  many  impres- 
sive coins  therein,  including  a counterstamped  1861.  Unless  other- 
wise noted,  all  coins  enjoy  a wealth  of  varied  toning  highlights:  ☆ 
1840  Small  Letters.  EF-45  ☆ 1840-0  VF-35  ☆ 1841  AU-50,  some- 
what prooflike,  lightly  brushed  long  ago.  Repunched  first  1 in  date  ☆ 
1842  Small  Date.  EF-40  ☆ 1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40  ☆ 1842-0 
Medium  Date.  EF-40  ☆ 1843  AU-50,  dipped.  Lightly  repunched  43 
m date  ☆ 1843-0  EF-45  ☆ 1845  EF-45  ☆ 1845-0  EF-45  ☆ 1846 
Medium  Date.  AU-50  ☆ 1846  Tall  Date.  EF-45  ☆ 1847  EF-40  ☆ 
1847-0  EF-40  ☆ 1849-0  VF-35,  faintly  granular  surfaces  ☆ 1850- 
O EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago,  long  since  naturally  retoned  ☆ 1851-0 
EF-4()  ☆ 1852-0  EF-40,  dipped,  now  retoning  ☆ 1853  Arrows  and 
Rays.  EF-45  ☆ 1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40,  dipped  long  ago, 
now  retoned  ☆ 1854  Arrows.  EF-40  ☆ 1854-0  Arrows.  EF-45  ☆ 
1855-0  Arrows.  EF-40,  dipped  long  ago  ☆ 1856  AU-50  ☆ 1856-0 
EF-45,  dipped  long  ago  ☆ 1857  EF-40  ☆ 1857-0  EF-40,  hghtly 
cleaned  some  time  ago  ☆ 1858  EF-45  ☆ 1858-0  AU-50,  dipped  ☆ 

1859  EF-40  ☆ 1859-0  EF-40  ☆ 1859-S  EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 

1860  EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1860-0  EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 
1860-S  EF-45,  cleaned  long  ago,  now  nicely  retoned  ☆ 1861  AU-50, 
dipped  ☆ 1861-0  EF-40  ☆ 1862  EF-40  ☆ 1862-S  EF-40,  faintly 
granular  surfaces  ☆ 1863  EF-40  ☆ 1863-S  EF-40,  “broken”  S mint- 
mark  ☆ 1864  VF-35  ☆ 1864-S  EF-40.  Die  chip  atop  D in  DOL  ☆ 
1865  EF-45  ☆ 1865-S  EF-45  H 1866  Motto.  EF-40,  cleaned  long 
ago,  long  since  retoned  ☆ 1867  AU-50,  dipped  ☆ 1867-S  EF-40  ☆ 
1868  AU-50,  dipped  long  ago,  long  since  retoned  ☆ 1868-S  EF-40 

☆ 1869-S  AU-50  ☆ EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1870  EF-40  ☆ 1870- 
S EF-40,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1871  EF-40  ☆ 1871-S  EF-45  ☆ 
1872  AU-50,  dipped,  retomng  mcely  ☆ 1872-S  EF-45  ☆ 1873  No 
Arrows.  Close  3.  EF-40  ☆ 1873-S  Arrows.  EF-45  ☆ 1874-S  Arrows. 
EF-45  ☆ 1875  EF-45  ☆ 1875-CC  EF-45  ☆ 1875-S  AU-5(),  dipped 

☆ 1876  AU-55,  prooflike.  Variety  with  heavy  diagonal  die  lines 
through  bottom  of  Liberty’s  skirt  and  shield  ☆ 1877  AU-53.  Also 
included  is  an  1861  half  dollar  with  a counterstamp  from  L.  DEIMEL 
on  the  obverse,  host  coin  nice  deep  golden  gray  AU-50  or  marginally 
better.  A nice  group  that  is  definitely  worthy  of  in-person  examina- 
tion. Housed  in  two  Wliitman  “Book  Shelf’  albums.  (Total:  66  pieces) 

Mint  State  1841  Half  Dollar 


531  1841  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pearlescent  gray  and  lively  light  gold  ton- 

ing on  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces,  somewhat  subdued  but  Hsiuilly 
attractive  nonetheless.  A pleasing  example  of  a date  that  is  consid- 
ered to  be  common,  but  when  Mint  State  1841  half  dollars  are  the 
topic  of  discussion,  this  date  is  seen  to  be  anything  but  common! 
For  reference  we  note  the  PCGS  Poptihtlkm  Kc/vrf  shows  just  14 
examples  of  the  date  at  MS-62 — as  here — or  finer,  the  best  of  the 
bunch  at  the  MS-65  level.  Common?  Not  m Mint  State! 

I’C(;S  l’(ipiil.ition:  2;  12  finer  (M6-6f>  finest) 
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532  Group  ofAbout  Uncirculated  half  dollars:  ☆ 1941 -Oiir  1844-0 

a 1845-01!^  1848  1848-0 1849.  Some  have  been  lightly  cleaned 

long  ago.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


I 533  1842-0  Medium  Date,  Large  Letters.  Reverse  of  1842.  AU- 

58  (PCGS).  This  lustrous  piece  retains  the  vast  majority  of  its 
mint  frost,  enough  that  some  might  call  it  full  Mint  State.  PCGS 
was  certainly  either  right  on  the  mark  or  conservative  when  evalu- 
ating this  particular  piece.  Contact  marks  are  seen  in  the  fields, 
particularly  on  the  obverse.  The  striking  is  quite  sharp,  and  the 
piece  is  pleasing  overall. 

On  the  obverse  a die  crack  is  seen  at  stars  12  and  13. 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  203,000  were  made  of  the  1842-0  Small  Date 
with  Small  Letters,  and  754,000  were  made  of  the  1842-0  Medium  Date  (as 
offered  here).  However,  we  rather  imagine  that  this  is  a Walter  Breen  guess 
from  reviewing  delivery  dates  and  jumping  to  a conclusion.  In  our  view  the 
1842-0  Small  Date  is  significantly  rarer  than  these  ratios  suggest. 


Rare  1842-0  Half  Dollar 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


' 534  1842-0  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50.  Overall  a nice  coin, 

cleaned  long  ago,  but  this  comment  could  probably  be  made  for 
many  pieces  in  other  collections  as  well.  Delicate  gold  toning  over 
silvery  surfaces.  Fairly  well  struck  except  at  the  centers.  Overall 
the  piece  presents  a very  handsome  appearance. 

Among  circulated  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  the  1842-0  Small 
Date,  Small  Letters  has  always  been  a key  issue.  The  present  coin 
will  be  just  right  for  any  number  of  specialists. 

' 535  Trio  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars:  fir  1844  WB-102. 
Repunched  18.  EF-45.  Mixture  of  bluish  gray  with  splashes  of 
iridescent  blue  ☆ 1857-S  WB-101.  Normal  Date.  EF-45.  Lightly 
cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1858-S  WB-1()3.  8 in  Rock.  AU-50.  Cleaned 
at  one  time.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Famous  1844-0  Variety 

Double  Punched  Date 


536  1844-0  Doubled  Date.  EF-45.  Medium  yellow  and  heather 

toning  over  silver  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  A very  beautiful  speci- 
men of  one  of  the  most  spectacularly  doubled  dates  in  all  of  Ameri- 
can numismatics.  The  four-digit  logotype  was  first  impressed  far 
too  high  and  well  into  the  rock  on  which  Miss  Liberty  sits.  The 
error  was  realized,  and  a second  effort  was  made,  punching  the 
date  in  the  correct  position. 

This  specimen  is  in  high  enough  grade  to  show  the  details  viv- 
idly, but  is  short  of  Mint  State,  thus  making  it  quite  affordable. 


537  Trio  of  certified  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars:  ☆ 1845  AU-58 
(NGC).  Pale  silver  gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  with  iridescent  or- 
ange at  the  devices  ☆ 1846-0  Medium  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  golden  gray  with  splashes  of  sea  green  and  rose-gray  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1850-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mixture  of  reddish 
gray  frost  over  both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Exceptional  Uncirculated  1846/6  Half  Dollar 

6 Over  “Lazy”  6 

Solitary  Mint  State  Specimen  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

538  1846  6 over  Horizontal  6.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint  State 

coin,  this  piece  adds  quality  to  the  equation  and  is  a treat  to  the 
eye.  Medium  silver  gray  with  a wealth  of  deep  orange  and  gold 
that  gathers  at  the  rims,  and  with  underlying  lustre  that  adds  greatly 
to  the  overall  appeal.  Sharply  struck  and  with  the  all-important 
horizontal  or  “lazy”  6 boldly  visible  under  the  existing  upright  6, 
making  for  one  of  the  greatest  curiosities  in  the  half  dollar  series. 
By  the  way,  the  present  MS-62  specimen  is  the  only  example  of  the 
variety  certified  by  PCGS  in  any  Mint  State  grade! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

We  are  not  quite  sure  how  this  variety  was  created,  as  generally  a four-digit 
logotype  was  used  to  impress  the  date.  It  could  be  for  this  particular  die  a three- 
digit  logotype  was  employed,  then  the  fourth  was  added  separately,  horizon- 
tally, then  corrected.  For  many  years  this  has  been  on  the  “must  have”  list  of 
specialists  in  the  series.  Rarely  is  one  this  nice  offered. 


1846  6 Over  Horizontal  6 

Spectacular  Error 


539  1846  6 over  Horizontal  6.  AU-55.  A lovely  specimen  with  light 

magenta  and  blue  toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  The  error 
feature  is  prominent,  with  the  final  vertical  6 being  over  an  earlier 
horizontal  6.  This  variety  joins  the  1844-0  doubled  date  for  lau- 
rels among  spectacular  Mint  goofs  of  the  era. 


540  1846  6 over  Horizontal  6.  EF-45.  It  is  quite  amazing  to  have 

three  examples  of  the  famous  1846  over  Horizontal  6 halt  dollar  in 
the  same  sale.  The  present  piece  is  a lovely  example  for  the  grade, 
light  gray  and  lilac  toning,  and  with  very  bold  definition  of  the 
date  punching.  A later  die  state  than  the  preceding,  with  some 
interesting  cud  breaks  on  the  outer  rim  beneath  the  46  ot  the  date 
but  not  extending  into  the  dentils.  Also,  a horizontal  die  crack 
extends  from  the  dentils  near  5:30  and  reaches  out  to  the  base  of 
the  6 in  the  date.  Presumably,  the  die  was  retired  not  soon  after- 
ward. While  there  are  many  rare  varieties  among  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollars,  not  that  many  are  “story  coins,”  as  here. 
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Finest  NGC  1846-0  Tall  Date  500 

From  the  Pryor  Collection 


(2x  photo) 

541  1846-0  Tall  Date.  MS-63  (NGC).  The  James  Bennett  Pryor 

Collection  yielded  two  incredible  examples  of  the  famous  1846- 
O Tall  Date,  this  and  the  following  lot.  In  1996  the  present  coin 
was  described  as: 

Sharp  strike. 

Satiny  white  with  scattered  marks.  A touch  of  deep  amber  toning 
is  noted  below  Liberty’s  foot,  at  the  right  end  of  the  rock. 

Early  die  state.  No  clash  marks  or  cracks  are  noted,  except  for  one 
extremely  faint  crack  through  stars  on  the  left  to  Liberty’s  head. 

The  1846-0  Tall  Date  is  a classic  rarity  of  long  standing,  and  even 
an  Extremely  Fine  coin  would  be  memorable.  However,  the  Pryor  Col- 
lection piece  is  far  beyond  that. 

In  their  book.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  Randy 
Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  state  that  only  one  (certified  in  1993)  Mint  State 
example  of  this  variety  is  known.  This  and  the  following  lot  provide  the 
specialist  with  two  additional  Mint  State  examples  of  this  rarity. 

Today,  it  is  even  more  important  than  in  yesteryear,  for  there  are 
more  collectors,  more  connoisseurs,  and  the  value  of  Liberty  Seated 
rarities  is  ntore  greatly  appreciated.  No  doubt  this  piece  will  repose 
as  the  ultimate  1846-0  in  any  advanced  specialized  collection. 

NCIC  Census;  1 ; none  finer. 

In  1846  the  punching  of  dies  was  very  curious  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
(where  dies  for  branch  mints  were  created  as  well).  In  various  .scries  there  are 
different  sizes,  some  of  which  are  clearly  delineated,  as  here,  and  also  with  the 
copper  cents,  and  others  of  which  are  sometimes  given  confused  descriptions 
(such  as  among  certain  gold  coins). 

From  Superior  Galleries’  I97S  ANA  Conveutiou  Sale,  August  1975, 
Lot  563;  Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection, 
January  1996,  Lot  125. 


Important  1846-0  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 

Mint  State,  From  the  Pryor  Collection 


(2x  photo) 


542  1846-0  Tall  Date.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  Mint  State  speci- 

men of  one  of  the  better  known  rarities  from  the  early  Liberty 
Seated  era,  this  coin  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  James  Bennett  Pryor 
Collection  and,  before  that,  the  1975  ANA  sale.  In  the  Pryor  Col- 
lection it  was  described  as  follows: 

Slightly  weak  strike  at  the  center  of  the  reverse. 

Slightly  prooflike  satin  lustre  beneath  pale  golden  brown  toning. 

The  obverse  crack  of  the  previous  lot  is  slightly  more  advanced.  A 
few  faint  reverse  cracks  are  present. 

Several  different  size  digits  were  employed  throughout  the  1840s. 

In  very  general  terms  the  Medium  Date  varieties  are  similar  to  early 
issues  of  the  1840s  while  the  Tall  Date  variety  is  more  like  the  later 
issues  of  the  decade. 

In  its  time  the  Pryor  Collection  was  one  of  the  landmark  events, 
today  still  remembered  in  the  annals  of  half  dollar  lore.  The  com- 
bination of  exceptionally  high  grade  plus  incredible  pedigree  come 
together  to  yield  another  fantastic  opportunity.  How  remarkable 
it  is  to  have  two  landmark  pieces  in  the  same  sale! 

NGC  Census;  1;  1 finer  (MS-63). 

J.  V.  McDermott  to  Ray  Pokier;  Superior  Galleries’  1975  ANA  Con- 
vention Sale,  August  1975,  Lot  573;  purchased  from  Floyd  Farley,  July 
11,  1989;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collec- 
tion, January  1996,  Lot  126. 
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Another  Rare  1846-0  Half  Dollar 

Tall  Date  Numerals 

Sole  Mint  State  Specimen  Graded  by  PCGS 


543  1846-0  Tall  Date.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A marvelous  specimen, 

this  1846-0  Tall  Date  half  dollar  has  everything  a connoisseur 
could  wish  for — sharp  striking  on  all  details,  lustrous  fields,  and 
delicate  toning,  in  this  case  mainly  light  brown,  faint  gold,  and 
magenta.  The  present  specimen,  while  “just”  MS-62,  is  the  only 
example  of  this  elusive  and  prized  date  to  be  called  Mint  State  by 
I’CGS  to  date! 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 


544  1846-0  Tall  Date.  EF-40  (PCI).  Deep  gray  toning,  somewhat 

mottled.  Fairly  well  struck.  Evidences  of  light  wear  as  normal  for 
the  assigned  grade. 


Remarkable  1847/6  Overdate 

Prime  Rarity 


545  1847/6  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  ofEF-45.  Lightly  cleaned.  There 

are  not  many  examples  of  the  1847/6  in  existence,  and  often  more 
than  a year  will  pass  between  offerings  of  them.  Accordingly,  it  is 
marvelous  that  the  present  sale  has  multiples!  This  coin  is  light 
silver  with  some  hints  of  gold,  lustre  still  remaining  in  some  areas. 
The  striking  of  the  stars  is  weak  at  the  left  obverse  border. 

The  true  rarity  of  the  1847/6  should  be  considered  at  length, 
then  an  appropriate  bid  placed  on  one  in  the  present  sale. 


Very  Rare  1847/6  Half  Dollar 


546  1847/6  EF-45.  A very  attractive  coin,  although  cleaned  at  an 

earlier  time.  Light  gray  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  magenta,  over 
sharply  struck  features.  Some  edge  bumps  are  seen  on  the  re- 
verse. The  half  dollar  specialist  will  view  this  as  an  incredibly 
important  opportunity. 

Choice  Mint  State  1850  Half  Dollar 


547  1850  MS-63  (PCGS).  Imbued  with  rich  electric  lilac  and  rose 

highlights.  A lovely  specimen  with  sharp  details  on  lustrous  sur- 
faces, and  with  minute  die  striae  visible  from  the  finishing  pro- 
cesses; perhaps  the  die  striations  were  either  not  completely  un- 
derstood or  considered  as  part  of  the  grade.  A few  scattered  marks 
are  seen  here  and  there,  but  in  our  view  this  piece  is  choice  for  the 
assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  5 finer  (MS-()7  finest). 

The  four-digit  date  logotspe  is  punched  lightly  into  this  com.  not  unuMial 
across  dilTerent  dcnoitiinations  for  this  year,  perhaps  indicating  a tecliiiique  em- 
ployed by  a specific  person  m that  department.  C*ii  the  reverse  there  are  sonic 
curious  raised  areas  within  the  shield,  seen  on  other  conibnutions  ssith  this  die. 
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but  quite  interesting  when  viewed  under  magnification.  Some  delicate  cracks 
I are  seen  among  the  letters.  It  is  likely  that  this  die  was  relapped,  counting  for  the 

stnation  marks,  for  a few  vertical  shield  elements  have  been  polished  away,  and 
the  entire  plane  surface  is  somewhat  prootlike. 

I 

I 548  1850  AU-58.  Silvery  surfaces,  well  struck,  with  some  hints  ofgold. 

A very  attractive  example  of  this  scarce  low-mintage  issue.  Cleaned 
some  time  ago,  and  also  with  some  scattered  marks,  particularly  in 
the  obverse  field. 

j 549  1851  Normal  Date.  EF-45.  Lilac  toning  over  surfaces  that  retain 

I lustre,  particularly  in  protected  areas.  Very  well  struck.  A nice  ex- 

I ample  of  this  issue. 


550  1852AU-55(PCGS).  A handsome  specimen  with  light  gray  ton- 

ing highlighted  with  gold  and  magenta,  well  struck,  and  with  ex- 
cellent eye  appeal.  An  especially  nice  example  of  this  rare  date, 
one  of 77,130  circulation  strike  half  dollars  to  make  it  off  the  coin- 
ing presses  in  Philadelphia  in  1 852.  An  elusive  and  greatly  respected 
date  in  all  grades,  especially  at  choice  AU  or  finer. 


1 551  1852  AU-55.  Light  silver  surfaces  with  much  retained  lustre.  Well 

struck  with  a wealth  of  design  detail,  including  at  the  centers.  Scarce 
j m all  grades,  a key  to  the  series. 

I 

Choice  1853  Half  Dollar 


Arrows  and  Rays 


! 552  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces 

with  hints  of  gold  around  the  borders.  One  year  type  with  arrow- 
heads at  the  date  and  rays  around  the  eagle  on  the  reverse. 

A late  die  state  combination,  the  present  coin  di.splays  cracks 
around  much  of  the  border,  particularly  at  the  left.  On  the  reverse 
scattered  light  cracks  are  seen  through  most  of  the  letters. 


Exceptional  1854  Half  Dollar 

Needle-Sharp  Strike 


553  1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning,  a needle-sharp  strike,  and  superb  eye  appeal,  this  is  truly  an 
exceptional  example — one  that  goes  far  beyond  what  is  normally 
anticipated  for  something  labeled  “MS-64.”  Anyone  forming  a 
choice  type  set  can  rest  upon  this  piece  to  illustrate  the  1854/ 
1855  design  with  arrowheads  at  the  date  and  without  rays  on  the 
reverse. 

Beautiful  1854-0  Half  Dollar 

Sharply  Struck 


554  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Here  is  another  memorable 

half dollar  of  the  1854-1855  type,  this  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 
Well  struck  and  lustrous,  with  light  golden  toning.  A few  toning 
flecks  are  seen  here  and  there.  The  obverse  die  shows  some  inter- 
esting cracks  at  the  lower  right  and  others  on  the  reverse.  Quality 
is  a word  that  describes  this  piece  nicely. 

Choice  Mint  State  1854-0  500 


555  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with 

blushes  ol  pale  blue  and  golden  brown  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck 
with  excellent  definition  of  the  finer  details,  though  the  obverse 
die  in  particular  was  beginning  to  show  signs  ot  hard  use.  The  die 
is  beginning  to  exhibit  flowlines  and  crumbling,  mostly  visible 
around  the  date.  However,  all  devices  show  signs  ot  having  been 
strengthened.  Crumbling  in  and  around  the  digits  ot  the  date  is 
rather  dramatic  under  magnification,  with  the  upper  portions  ot 
the  5 and  4 both  filled. 
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556  Selection  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars,  all  AU  or  so:  iJr  1855 

☆ 1856-S  ☆ 1861-S  ☆ 1869  Repunched  18  ☆ 1874  ☆ 1874-S  ☆ 
1876-CC  ☆ 1876-S  ☆ 1878.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended 
for  this  group  as  most  have  minor  surface  problems.  (Total:  9 pieces) 


Incredible  1855-0  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

557  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and 

with  superb  eye  appeal,  this  1855-0  half  dollar  joins  others  in  this 
section  of  the  catalogue  in  terms  of  truly  special  quality.  The  Lib- 
erty Seated  half  dollar  specialist  will  revel  in  the  opportunity,  and 
the  numismatist  desiring  to  form  a type  set  will  want  to  be  sure  to 
latch  onto  a single  example  of  his  or  her  choice. 


Another  Memorable  1855-0  Half  Dollar 


Gorgeous  Gem  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 


558  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with  deep, 

rich  lustre,  sharp  striking,  and  brilliance  on  both  sides,  this  simply 
has  to  be  one  of  the  nicest  1855-0  halves  in  existence. 


Third  High-Grade  1855-0  Half  Dollar 


559  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A choice  Mint  State  example 

of  the  issue,  not  Condition  Census,  but  still  finer  than  ts'pically 
seen.  The  toning  is  deep  lilac-gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  and  de- 
sign elements  that  are  fairly  well  struck,  the  area  on  the  reverse  to 
the  lower  left  of  the  shield,  at  the  eagle’s  leg,  being  an  exception. 
Choice  for  the  grade  and  certain  to  delight  its  next  luimismatic 
steward. 

A heavy  die  crack  runs  from  the  obverse  nm  at  tipwanl  acre's,  the  ar- 
row to  the  right  of  the  date  and  then  into  1 ibertv's  garment  w here  it  terminal. . 
just  below  her  right  knee. 
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Fabulous  1855-S  Half  Dollar 
Lustrous  Mint  State 
Among  Four  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


560  1855-S  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  A fabulous  specimen  of  a great 

rarity,  the  1855-S  half  dollar,  the  first  of  its  denomination  struck 
at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  The  present  piece  is  deeply  lustrous, 
well  struck,  and  has  outstanding  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces  arc  mostly 
brilliant  silver,  muted  naturally  to  hints  of  blue  and  yellow  and, 
toward  the  bottom  of  the  obverse,  magenta.  The  reverse  is  silver 
with  some  blue  and  gunmetal-gray.  The  1 855-S  is  a key  issue  in 
any  and  all  grades.  When  encountered  the  typical  piece  is  apt  to 
show  quite  a bit  of  wear,  from  VG  through  VF.  Even  sharp  EF 
coins  are  hard  to  find,  never  mind  AU,  and,  typically,  don’t  even 
think  about  Mint  State!  It  is  often  a long  time  between  offerings  of 
a Mint  State  1855-S  half  dollar,  and  it  is  even  more  unusual  when 
the  coin  bespeaks  the  quality  of  the  example  offered  here.  Re- 
garding quality,  the  present  coin  is  bettered  in  the  NGC  Census 
Report  by  just  three  other  examples  of  the  date. 

NC;C  Census:  1;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Key  1855-S  Half  Dollar 


561  1855-S  Arrows.  EF-45.  A fairly  high-grade  example  of  this  key 

issue,  but  with  some  evidence,  not  bold,  of  its  having  been  cleaned 
some  time  ago.  The  present  toning  is  light  gray  and  lilac.  Some 
scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there.  The  present  piece  is  fully 
equal  to  or  even  better  than  the  typical  1855-S  included  in  many 
of  the  larger  collections  formed  over  the  years,  and  we  suspect  it 
will  draw  a fair  amount  of  bidding  activity  as  such. 


The  San  Francisco  Mint  as  it  appeared  during  the  early  days  of 
operation  in  1854.  The  1855-S  With  Arrows  half  dollars  offered  here 
were  struck  in  this  cramped  facility,  which  would  strike  S-mintmark 
coins  until  the  Second  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  in  the  early  1870s. 
{Annals  of  San  Francisco) 
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Landmark  Proof  1856  Half  Dollar 

Superb  Gem — Top  NGC  Grade 


(2x  photo) 


562  1856  Proof-67  ★ Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  brilliant 

mirror  surfaces  with  frosty  cameo  contrast.  The  finest  graded  by 
NGC,  and  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  sharply  struck  as  one  would  antici- 
pate for  a Proof  striking.  The  quality  is  unparalleled.  Upon  first  look, 
a small  mark  is  visible  in  the  field  near  star  13.  However,  close  in- 
spection reveals  that  this  is  a raised  mark  on  the  field,  and  thus  it  is  a 
characteristic  ot  the  obverse  die  which  appears  on  every  Proof  half 
dollar  of  the  date.  Upon  further  study,  one  can  find  numerous  raised 
artifacts  in  the  devices,  all  similar  in  nature  to  that  noted  in  the  field. 
However,  the  surfaces  are  almost  completely  free  of  any  marks  that 
indicate  anything  other  than  the  most  careful  handling  of  this  piece 
from  the  time  it  was  struck.  The  date  exhibits  a recut  6.  There  is 
nothing  left  to  be  desired  except,  perhaps,  an  adequate  checkbook 
balance  to  buy  it! 

N(iC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

There  is  no  recorded  quantity  for  1856  Proof  coins  struck,  but  it  is  likely  that 
the  mintage  was  somewhere  in  the  range  of  40  to  60 — -just  a guess.  The  cataloguer 
cannot  resist  mentioning  that  in  the  1950s  1 desired  to  collect  one  of  each  Proof 
Libertv  Seated  half  dollar  from  1 839  to  1 89 1 . In  Proof  preservation  the  Guide  Book, 
the  standard  source  of  reference  and  inspiration  for  just  about  everyone,  com- 
menced a listing  with  1858.  Accordingly,  strangely  and  marvelously.  Proofs  before 
then  had  an  uncertain  market  and  were  not  particularly  expensive!  Although  1 
never  got  all  of  the  early  dates  from  1839  to  1857,  1 did  get  most.  Those  days  seem 
dreann  in  retrospect. 


Superb  Gem  1856-0  Half  Dollar 

None  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

563  1856-0  MS-66  (NGC).  ICich  magenta,  gray,  blue,  and  iridescent 

toning  over  satiny  lustre  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  an  iridescent 
blend  of  these  colors  and  more.  The  striking  is  sharp  on  both  sides. 
A splendid  example  of  a New  Orleans  issue  that  is  available  enough 
in  lower  grades  but  seldom  seen  in  superb  gem  preservation. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 


Rare  1858  Proof  Half  Dollar 

Estimated  Mintage:  210 


564 


1858  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Offered  is  the  rarest  of  all  Proot  h.ilf 
dollars  from  1858  to  date,  this  having  an  estimated  mint.tgo  ot  just 
210  coins,  of  which  significantly  fewer  exist  today.  The  present 
piece  has  attractive  blue,  green,  red.  and  gold  iridescent  toning 
over  deep  mirror  surfaces  and  is  one  of  the  more  appealing  ex- 
amples we  h.ive  seen.  For  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  this  i\  a rare 
find,  perhaps  with  a market  value  of  just  a few  tliousand  dollars 
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ottering  in  our  opinion  an  excellent  opportunity.  It  really  is  amaz- 
ing how  some  rarities  are  inexpensive  and  others  much  more  ex- 
pensive. Perhaps  while  the  market  is  not  looking  you  can  capture 
this  tor  your  own. 


Mint  State  1858-S  Half  Dollar 


565  1858-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Intense  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  well- 

struck  surfaces.  Boldly  struck  with  LiU,  crisp  design  elements  on  both 
sides.  One  of  the  higher  level  certified  examples  of  the  date  to  come 
on  the  market  in  recent  times;  indeed,  only  a dozen  1858-S  half  dol- 
lars have  received  finer  grades  than  the  present  coin  from  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  12  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Condition  Census  1859  Half  Dollar 

Iridescent  MS-66 


(2x  photo) 


566 


1859  MS-66  (NGC).  A high-quality  example,  nicely  struck,  tsf 
the  1859  half  dollar.  Splashes  of  gold,  magenta,  and  blue  toning 


are  on  both  sides,  occasionally  sufficiently  light  that  bright  silver 
sheen  is  seen.  A particularly  nice  example  combining  high  grade 
and  high  eye  appeal. 

567  1860  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63  or  perhaps  even  finer,  but 

a few  small  areas  of  fine  scratches  are  noted,  similar  to  what  is  left 
by  a careless  attempt  at  spot  removal.  In  addition,  but  not  affecting 
the  grade,  are  two  small  struck  through  areas  on  the  reverse.  Aside 
from  the  noted  exceptions,  the  surfaces  are  remarkably  clean  for 
the  grade.  Lustrous  and  pleasing  with  soft  rose  toning. 


Lovely  1861  C.S.A.  Restrike  Half  Dollar 
One  of  500  Minted  byJ.W.  Scott 
Above  Average  Strike 


(2x  photo) 

568  1861  C.S.A.  half  dollar.  Restrike.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely 

specimen  of  one  of  America’s  favorite  coins,  J.W.  Scott  & Company's 
1879  restrike  employing  the  reverse  ot  the  1861  Confederate  States 
of  America  half  dollar  stamped  on  a planed-down  1861-0  regular 
issue  half  dollar  taken  from  circulation.  Accordingly,  on  all  examples 
the  grading  is  done  by  the  reverse  only,  as  the  obverse  always  shows 
wear  and  is  slightly  flattened  from  the  striking  process. 

The  story  of  the  1879  restrike  is  fascinating,  and  is  given  below: 

J.W.  Scott  and  the  CSA  Rcstrikes 

In  early  1861,  troops  representing  the  state  ot  Louisiana  seized  the  federal  New 
Orleans  Mint,  and  on  April  1 it  came  under  control  ot  the  Confederate  States  ot 
America.  The  staff  and  facilities  remained  intact,  and  the  C.S  .A.  connnued  to 
operate  the  Mint  for  a time,  using  bullion  and  dies  on  hand  to  strike  Libcm  Seatt  .1 
half  dollars  and  gold  double  eagles.  Soon,  the  mint  closed.  For  the  rest  ot  the  dc- 
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cade,  commumg  to  1878.  it  was  used  for  storage,  unotricial  lodging  by  itinerants  569 

and  tramps,  and  generally  fell  into  disrepair.  The  building  was  poorly  constructed 
to  begin  with,  and  in  the  185(ls  a massive  repair  / restoration  helped  solve  struc- 
tural and  other  problems.  In  1878  the  mint  was  refurbished,  and  in  1879  coinage 
resumed,  consisting  mostly  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  punctuated  by  lower  quanti- 
ties of  other  silver  denominations  and  scattered  gold  S5,  $ 10,  and  $20. 

The  Confederate  States  of  America  did  not  have  its  own  coinage  with  distinc- 
tive designs,  or  so  numismatists  thought.  Then  in  the  early  1870s,  in  a scenario 
that  remains  confused  to  the  present  day,  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  well  known  nuniis- 
nutist  with  a specialty  in  copper  cents  and  the  coins  of  New  Jersey,  came  into 
possession  of  1 1,  perhaps  12,  curious  copper-nickel  cents  bearing  CONFEDER- 
ATE STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the  obverse.  This  inscription  surrounded  the 
so-called  French  Liberty  Head  portrait  created  in  Philadelphia  by  Robert  Lovett, 

Jr.,  and  widely  used  for  his  store  cards  (advertising  tokens)  in  1860  and  later  on 
Civil  War  tokens.  The  popular  story  eliminated  mention  of  Maris  and  stated  that 
Lovett  had  been  commissioned  by  the  CSA  to  make  dies  for  a cent,  had  struck  1 2 
of  them,  but  then  fearhil  of  reprisals,  kept  them  in  a drawer  and  did  not  pursue  the 
contract  further.  He  spent  one  by  mistake  at  a bar,  it  came  to  the  notice  of  coin 
dealer  J.W.  Haseltine,  who  recognized  it  as  Lovett’s  work,  and  the  story  was  learned. 

In  1874,  Haseltine  had  local  medalist  Peter  Krider  make  restrikes  from  the  dies, 
which  he  had  purchased  from  Lovett. 

Then  in  1879  came  another  surprise.  After  an  article  appeared  in  the  Philadel- 
phia PwWif  Rcairrf,  January  2,  1879,  B.F.  Taylor,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans,  contacted 
E.L.  Mason,  Jr.,  Philadelphia  coin  dealer,  to  say  he  had  an  original  1861  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America  half  dollar.  He  stated  that  four  e.xamples  had  been  coined, 
that  he  had  one,  that  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  government  was  given 
another,  another  went  to  Professor  Biddle  of  the  University  of  Louisiana,  and  one 
to  Dr.  Ames  of  New  Orleans 

From  Taylor,  Mason  acquired  the  coin  and  the  reverse  die  used  to  strike  it.  He 
considered  the  two  items  to  be  of  great  value,  and  sought  a buyer. 

On  May  20,  1879,  a letter  from  Mason  was  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Nunnsmatic  and  Archaeological  Society,  “offering  to  dispose  of  a Confederate 
silver  halt  dollar;  also  the  reverse  die  for  the  same.”  The  existence  of  such  a coin 
was  not  known  or  suspected  earlier.  In  June  1879,  in  the  first  issue  of  Mason 's  Coin 
Collectors ' Herald,  Mason  published  details  of  the  discovery. 

Upon  learning  of  this  the  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  suggested 
that:  “This  piece  having  been  struck  in  the  New  Orleans  Mint  by  government  of- 
ficers, with  government  tools,  and  on  silver  stolen  from  the  United  States,  should  be 
restored  to  its  true  ownership,  and  that  it  be  placed  in  the  Mint  Cabinet.  The  ob- 
verse die,  we  hear,  was  claimed  by  the  government;  why  not  the  reverse  also?” 

This  spoilsport  suggestion  was  not  heeded,  and  Mason  retained  possession, 
seeking  to  sell  the  die  and  coin  at  a handsome  profit.  Investigation  revealed  that  in 
1861,  A.H.M.  Patterson  had  cut  the  die  for  a pattern  half  dollar,  and  that  four 
pieces  were  struck.  Apparently  the  die  was  cut  too  deeply  for  high-speed  produc- 
tion, or  at  least  this  was  the  opinion  of  Philadelphia  Mint  spokesman  Patterson 
Dubois  who  nude  this  conmient  in  a later  article,  in  1882. 

No  buyer  was  forthcoming.  Finally.  New  York  City  dealerJ.W,  Scott  purchased 
the  coin  and  die.  Seeking  an  opportunity  for  profit  he  decided  to  produce  restrikes. 

By  1 879,  the  die  had  rusted  in  a few  places,  most  notably  at  ER  in  AMERICA. 

With  David  Proskey’s  help,  the  rust  was  mostly  polished  from  the  die,  and  500 
white  metal  tokens  were  struck  by  Scott  to  assure  that  at  least  some  pieces  would 
be  available  in  case  the  die  broke  when  used  to  restrike  half  dollars.  The  other  side 
of  the  store  card  was  a new  die  with  lettering  describing  the  reverse..  When  no 
further  deterioration  occurred,  Scott  then  moved  on  to  the  next  phase  of  the  plan. 

Halt  dollars  dated  1861,  said  to  have  been  of  the  1861-0  variety  (but  who  knows?), 
recently  taken  from  circulation,  had  the  reverses  drilled  (word  used  by  Scott)  off, 
effectively  removing  the  lettering  and  central  design.  The  half  dollars  were  placed 
III  a collar  to  restrain  lateral  expansion,  with  the  obverse  of  the  coin  placed  on  an 
accommiHlitmg  surface,  perhaps  a piece  of  leather.  The  blank  reverse  was  then 
struck  with  a Confederate  die,  creating  a “Confederate  half  dollar.” 

With  David  Proskey  taking  care  of  operations,  Scott  began  a marketing  pro- 
gram m which  these  pieces  were  offered  for  sale.  Scott  soon  advertised  that  his 
offering  of  restrikes  was  oversubscribed,  and  he  drove  home  the  point  by  saying  he 
would  pay  a profit  to  buyers.  However,  apparently  only  a portion  of  the  mintage 
was  acmalK  distributed,  for  m a nuxid  of  reflection  years  later  in  the  1920s,  Proskey. 
the  architect  of  the  project,  stated  that  unsold  pieces  were  in  Scott's  inventory  for 
manv  years  thereafter 

Bv  the  |02(K  they  seem  to  have  been  distributed  extensively.  Today,  examples 
ire  i’ldelv  scattered,  come  on  the  market  one  at  a time,  and  .ire  highly  sought  and 
prized  We  h.indle  perhaps  a handful  e.ich  year.  For  the  full  story  of  this  interesting 
' I Ilf  see  (J  D.iviil  Bowers’  Moir  li/iriKiin'i  ll’it/i  Hair  Coins 


1862  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Some  scattered  marks  are 
seen,  no  doubt  dictating  the  MS-62  designation.  Silvery  on  both 
sides  with  splashes  of  gray  and  magenta  around  the  borders,  punc- 
tuated with  blue.  A very  nice  circulation  strike  1862,  one  with  eye 
appeal  that  goes  beyond  the  assigned  grading  number. 

570  1864  Proof-62  Cameo  (PCGS).  BrilUant  silver  surfaces  at  the 

center  evolve  to  splashes  of  brown  and  blue  at  the  borders,  nice 
“album  toning.”  Although  some  contact  marks  are  present,  the 
overall  eye  appeal  of  this  piece  is  quite  good,  far  finer  than  typi- 
cally seen  on  a piece  assigned  the  Proof-62  grade.  The  present  coin 
embodies  a scarce  Proof  (just  470  struck)  together  with  a fiirly 
elusive  Civil  War  date.  If  you  are  building  a type  set  and  would  like 
to  have  a very  nice  coin,  but  do  not  want  to  spend  significantly 
more  for  a Proof-63  or  Proof-64,  the  present  piece  would  seem  to 
fill  the  bill. 


Superb  Gem  1865  Half  Dollar 
Proof-67  Cameo 
None  Finer  Graded 


571  1865  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  No  finer  1863  Cameo  Proot  has 

been  seen  by  NGC,  and  there  is  only  one  other  certified  at  this 
level.  The  present  coin  is  probably  unsurpassable  on  an  absolute 
basis,  as  it  is  at  once  in  a high  grade,  but  also  well  struck  and  with 
gorgeous  old-time  iridescent  toning,  particularlv  at  the  borders. 
The  connoisseur  will  want  to  bid  liberallv  to  take  this  beautv  home. 

N(iC  Uciisus:  2;  miiio  fiiu-r  witliiii  the  iloMgn.uioii 
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572  1866-S  No  Motto.  VF-35.  Medium  heather  and  gray  surfaces 

with  some  areas  of  gimmetal-blue,  over  fairly  well-struck  details. 
A very  nice  example  at  this  grade  level  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  series,  a coin  that  will  be  just  right  for  the  ma- 
jority of  buyers. 

Although  a lot  of  emphasis  is  on  Mint  State  coins  these  days,  most  serious 
numismatists  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  aspire  to  obtain  highly  collectible  is- 
sues in  grades  such  as  VF,  EF,  and  AU.  The  reading  of  the  Gobrcdu  Journal  over 
a long  period  of  years  will  reveal  that  only  a handful  of  specialists  have  ever 
assembled  Mint  State  collections.  Instead,  a coin  such  as  this  is  where  most  of 
the  action  lies. 

The  present  catalogue  offers  a field  day  for  the  enthusiast  in  this  specialty, 
with  rare  dates,  die  varieties,  and  other  interesting  issues. 

Gem  Proof  1866  Half  Dollar 

First  Year  of  Motto 


573  1866  Motto.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with  toning 

that  would  be  hard  to  equal  and  virtually  impossible  to  improve 
upon — light  silver  and  gold  at  the  center  changing  to  electric  blue 
at  the  borders.  Sharply  struck.  Pieces  such  as  this  are  exceedingly 
difficult  to  find  in  today’s  market.  We  recommend  a generous  bid. 


574  1867  MS-62  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  another  lovely  piece 
from  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  In  1996  this  was  de- 
scribed as: 

Fully  detailed  strike. 

Brilliant  satin  lustre  with  reflective  fields.  Pale  golden  brown  with 
splashes  of  lilac  and  blue  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  lustrous  pearl 
with  pale  gold  along  the  periphery.  A few  minor  obverse  abrasions. 
The  reverse  graded  separately  is  fully  MS-65. 

Very  minor  cracks.  Just  half  of  the  normal  drapery  lines  are  visible. 

Another  sans  drapery  (or  at  least  lacking  much  of  it)  issue  made 
inadvertently  by  resurfacing  the  dies. 

Today  the  desirability  remains,  infrequently  do  coins  with  the 
Pryor  pedigree  come  on  the  market,  as  they  are  so  widely  dispersed. 
Liberty  Seated  specialists  will  delight  in  this  and  several  other  pieces 
sharing  this  famous  pedigree. 

NGC  Census:  8;  12  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  March  1958,  Lot  1256;  Superior  Galleries’  1975 
ANA  Coiwcutiou  sale,  August  1975,  Lot  644;  Bowers  and  Merena’s 
sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  196 

575  1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  blended  blue  and  gold 
(primarily)  toning.  Well  struck.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  Mint  State, 
the  MS-62  designation  may  be  an  adimitage  as  quite  a few  investors 
(in  particular)  completely  overlook  such  listings.  If  you  are  not  an 
investor,  but  simply  want  a very  nice  coin,  check  this  out. 


Trusted  Names,  Familiar  Faces  Dynamic  Results! 


American  Numismatic  Rarities  is  a team  of 

professionals  who  have  over  250  years  of  combined 
experience  in  building  meaningful  collections  and 
presenting  numismatic  auctions. 

Consider  ANR  if  you  have  duplicates  or  a 
specialized  collection  that  you  wish  to  part  with  on 
the  most  favorable  terms.  Do  you  have  high-grade 
U.S.  type  coins,  patterns,  Proof  type, 
colonials,  territorial  gold,  or  superb 
date  or  variety  runs  of  any  American 
series?  Our  numismatic  staff  has 
unparalleled  experience  in  these  areas 
and  others,  and  their  expertise  and 
friendly  service  will  pay  dividends  to 
you  and  your  family  when  the  time 
comes  to  sell. 


If  you  are  considering  selling  your  coins, 

call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  for  more  information. 
We  believe  you’ll  be  pleased  with  the  excellent  results  and 
the  superb  personal  service  received  from  our  expert  staff. 
Our  widely  attended  sales  are  held  in  major  metropolitan 
areas  and  at  important  numismatic  conventions  throughout 
the  year.  One  of  our  auctions  is  certain  to  be  just  right  for 
showcasing  your  collection. 


Call  toll  free  — 866-8 1 1-1804 


Q.  David  Bowers  Christine  Karstedt  Dr.  Rick  Bagg  John  Pack  Frank  Van  Valcn  John  Kraljexich 

Numismatic  Director  President  Consignments  Consignments  Senior  Numismatist  Research 
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Incredibly  sharp  strike  right  down  to  the  individual  lines  in  Liberty’s 
sandal. 

Prooflike  russet  surfaces  with  iridescent  blue  and  green  periph- 
eral toning.  Given  the  full  prooflike  nature  of  this  coin  along  with 
the  perfect  die  state,  it  is  perhaps  possible  that  this  was  intended  as  a 
Proof  or  Specimen  striking  to  mark  the  opening  of  the  Carson  City 
Mint.  Most  likely  the  finest  of  only  two  or  three  known  Mint  State 
e.xamples  of  this  issue. 

Perfect  dies  with  no  evidence  of  clash  marks  or  die  cracks.  Ap- 
proximately half  of  the  outer  drapery  line  is  visible. 

This  coin  is  the  stuff  of  which  numismatic  legends  are  made.  A 
century  from  now  numismatists  yet  unborn  will  marvel  at  the  day  in 
1996  when  this  and  other  Carson  City  gems  crossed  the  auction  block, 
when  mere  money  could  be  used  to  buy  virtually  priceless  coins.  In- 
deed, James  Bennett  Pryor  considered  this  coin  to  be  the  capstone  of 
his  Liberty  Seated  collection. 

Whatever  you  pay  for  this,  you  will  have  a treasure  forever. 

Following  the  discovery  of  the  Comstock  Lode  in  1859,  the  Terri- 
tory of  Nevada  became  a Mecca  for  fortune  seekers.  In  the  1860s  Vir- 
ginia City,  Nevada,  was  one  of  the  most  thriving  mining  towns  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  In  the  same  decade  the  call  came  for  the  erection  of  a 
federal  mint,  and  Carson  City,  located  about  15  miles  from  the 
Comstock  Lode,  was  selected.  In  1870  it  opened  its  doors  for  coinage, 
and  from  then  until  1885  it  produced  silver  and  gold  coins  with  “CC” 
mintmarks.  Coinage  was  suspended  in  the  latter  year  and  was  not  re- 
sumed until  1889,  after  which  production  continued  to  1893. 

In  the  half  dollar  series  Carson  City  produced  issues  only  from  1870 
through  1878  inclusive.  The  earlier  issues  in  particular  are  very  diffi- 
cult to  find  today  and  in  Mint  State  are  exceedingly  rare.  In  general, 
mintage  figures  of  Carson  City  coins  are  lower  than  those  of  contem- 
porary San  Francisco  issues,  due  in  part  to  the  disconcerting  revelation 
that  after  the  new  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  in  1873,  it  was  cheaper 
to  ship  silver  to  the  San  Francisco  Mint  for  coinage  and  ship  the  fin- 
ished coins  back  to  Nevada,  than  it  was  to  have  the  coins  struck  in 
nearby  Carson  City. 

Sometimes  when  rarities  are  sold  they  stay  off  the  market  for  a 
long  time.  In  other  instances  they  reappear,  if  not  soon,  then  at  least 
within  a generation,  as  here.  The  present  piece,  representing  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  and  a well  known  rarity  besides, 
will  be  a feather  in  the  numismatic  cap  of  its  lucky  new  owner. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lart 
248;  Stack’s,  March  1984,  Lot  725;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the 
Janies  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  204. 


Finest  NGC  1870-CC  Half  Dollar 

Splendid  Mint  State 
From  the  Pryor  Collection 


(2x  photo) 

576  1870-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  This  lovely  specimen,  the  finest  graded 

by  NGC,  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collec- 
tion. January  1996,  there  described  as  follows: 


Gem  Proof  1871  Half  Dollar 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


577  1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Quality  once  again  comes  to  the  foR'  in  this 

coin.  While  graded  “only”  Proof-65,  the  combination  of  grade  plus 
eye  appeal  may  well  lift  it  above  a standard  Proof-65  valuation.  Botli 
obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  a very  nicely  blended  iridescent  gi'ld, 
blue,  and  gray,  no  doubt  bespeaking  carehil  preservatum  for  manv 
years  in  an  old-time  collection.  The  com  keeps  its  secR't  well,  but  the 
quality  will  be  evident  to  all  who  view  it. 
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Mint  State  1871-CC  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Carson  City  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

578  1871-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint  State  piece,  highly 

prooflike,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  Well  struck.  Brilliant  with  a 
blush  of  gold  and  magenta  toning.  A spectacular  example  of  this 
early  Carson  City  half  doDar  issue,  one  that  is  seldom  seen  in  Mint 
State,  and  then  not  with  the  eye  appeal  of  the  present  piece.  Much 
of  the  mintage  for  the  date,  comprising  153,950  pieces,  went  im- 
mediately into  circulation  without  benefit  of  numismatic  atten- 
tion, which  explains  the  near  absence  of  Mint  State  1871-CC  half 
dollars  that  have  come  down  to  today’s  collectors.  For  the  Liberty 
Seated  specialist  or  the  Carson  City  enthusiast  this  coin  will  in- 
deed be  a highlight  of  the  present  sale.  In  fact,  the  present  coin  is 
the  only  MS-62  example  of  the  date  seen  by  PCGS  as  of  this  writ- 
ing, and  just  one  specimen  of  the  date  has  been  deemed  finer  than 
the  present  Uncirculated  specimen  by  that  firm! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C noticeably  lower  than  second  C,  both  chiefly 
centered  over  the  F in  HALF  below,  back  edge  offirst  Cjust  left  of  upright  of  F. 


10‘9 


579  1871-CC  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-55.  A very  attractive 

specimen,  sharply  defined,  silver  in  color,  with  delicate  gray  ton- 
ing. Under  magnification  microscopic  porosity  is  seen,  perhaps 
indicating  recovery  from  a ground  hoard,  not  that  most  would  no- 
tice. This  rare  1871-CC  half  dollar  invites  in-person  inspection. 
To  see  it  is  to  want  to  own  it,  especially  if  you  are  seeking  an  ex- 
ample in  or  near  this  grade  range. 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C slightly  lower  than  second  C,  back  edge  of  first 
C even  with  right  end  of  upper  serif  of  L in  HALF. 


Choice  Mint  State  1872-CC  Half  Dollar 
A Notable  Rarity 
None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


580  1872-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  pearlcsccnt  gray 

and  gold  surfaces.  A touch  of  striking  weakness  at  the  eagle's  dex- 
ter leg  is  the  only  detriment  worthy  of  note  here,  a testnnonv  to 
the  quality  of  the  present  coin.  Though  257,000  half  dollars  dated 
1872-CC  were  struck,  most  went  immediately  into  commene — 
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a familiar  litatiy  for  many  CC  and  S-Mint  issues  of  the  era — with 
few  examples  of  the  date  escaping  heavy  commercial  exposure  ex- 
cept by  a matter  of  the  greatest  coincidence,  as  so  few  collectors 
were  active  during  the  era,  and  those  who  were  hardly  heeded  the 
tiny  mintmarks  on  the  coins  in  their  collections.  This  lovely  1872- 
CC  half  dollar  is  tied  for  finest  graded  ot  the  date  by  PCGS,  no 
mean  feat  itself,  and  will  draw  strong  bidding  activity  as  a result. 

I'CGS  Population:  5\  none  finer. 

Large  CC  niintniark.  first  C marginally  higher  than  second  C,  first  C chiefly 
centered  over  space  between  L and  F below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  tip  of 
arrow  feather  above. 


Another  1872-CC  Half  Dollar 

Likewise  Mint  State! 

Among  Half  Dozen  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


581  1872-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with 

rich  golden  highlights.  The  present  piece  on  its  own  would  be  a 
highlight  in  any  offering,  as,  indeed,  it  is  here.  Graded  “just”  MS- 
60,  this  coin  has  the  eye  appeal  of  a piece  at  least  two  levels  higher, 
as  even  a quick  examination  will  reveal.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  well  worth  owning.  If  you  can  buy  it  at  an  “MS-6()  price,” 
you  have  our  congratulations  in  advance! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  5 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C marginally  lower  than  second  C,  first  C chiefly 
centered  over  space  between  L and  F below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  tip  of 
arrow  feather  above,  second  C nearly  a letter's  width  from  first  C. 


Lustrous  1872-CC  Half  Dollar 


582  1872-CC  AU-53.  A lustrous  specimen,  challenging  the  Mint  State 

level  somewhat,  but  not  reaching  it.  Still,  the  majority  of  frost  is 
still  visible,  and  the  coin  is  somewhat  prooflike  on  the  obverse. 
The  overall  color  is  silver  wdth  a few  hints  of  olive  and  magenta. 
Although  this  is  not  at  the  Uncirculated  level,  we  don’t  believe 
that  many  examples  of  the  date  classified  as  AU-53  will  measure 
up  to  this  coin’s  overall  quality. 

Large  CC  mintmark.  first  C noticeably  lower  than  second  C,  back  curve  of 
first  f ' ■.'hiclly  centered  over  space  between  L and  F below,  tip  of  arrow  feather 
just  right  of  center  of  first  C. 


583  1872-CC  EF-45.  Brilliant  with  areas  of  lustre  still  remaining. 

Somewhat  prooflike  in  the  obverse  field.  Lightly  cleaned  some 
time  ago,  but  fairly  attractive  overall.  A coin  which  invites  in- 
spection. 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C marginally  lower  than  second  C,  first  C chiefly 
centered  over  space  between  L and  F below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  tip  of 
arrow  feather  above,  second  C nearly  a letter’s  width  from  first  C. 


Rare  1873  Half  Dollar  Variety 

No  Arrows,  Open  3 


584  1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3.  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  of  EF-45. 

Lightly  cleaned.  A small  dig  is  seen  on  the  reverse.  All  of  this  said, 
we  turn  to  the  other  aspects  of  the  piece.  The  surfaces  are  light 
gray  with  some  suggestions  of  gold.  The  striking  is  fairly  good. 
The  cachet  of  this  particular  issue  lies  in  the  date  numerals.  It  is  of 
the  Open  3 style,  given  a great  premium  in  the  Guide  Book  (check 
it  out)  and,  most  probably,  an  erroneous  distribution  of  mintage 
figures  (probably  suggested  by  Walter  Breen).  It  the  relative  dif- 
ference in  pricing  holds,  then  certainly  the  difference  in  mintage 
must  have  been  far  greater. 

The  present  piece  is  indeed  elusive  and  will  be  especially  ap- 
pealing to  enthusiasts  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  field. 

5^06 
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Remarkably  Beautiful  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 
No  Arrows,  Superb  Eye  Appeal 


-^5  '\7oo'^  (2x  photo) 

! 585  1873-CC  No  Arrows  AU-58  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  highly 

lustrous,  retaining  virtually  all  of  its  original  mint  frost.  The  color 
is  bright  silver  with  delicate  toning.  Very  pleasing  to  the  eye,  a 

I coin  which  from  the  standpoint  of  overall  appeal  can  easily  eclipse 

some  classified  in  the  Mint  State  category.  From  a mintage  for  the 
date  of  122,500  pieces,  most  of  which  circulated  heavily,  and  some 
of  which  was  probably  melted  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  later  in  the 
year  when  the  new  coins  with  arrows  at  the  date  appeared.  While 
it  would  be  nicer  to  have  one  certified  significantly  higher,  we 
dare  say  that  this  piece  is  a good  candidate  for  anyone  seeking  a 
lower  level  Mint  State  specimen.  We  invite  you  to  check  it  care- 
fully and  believe  you  will  agree. 

NGC  Census;  5;  8 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


( 586 


1873-CC  No  Arrows.  EF-45.  Nicely  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Medium  silver  surfaces  with  light  gray  and  bold  gold  highlights. 


1 1 1 


Much  lustre  still  remains.  There  are  some  contact  marks  above  the 
date,  which  are  herewith  mentioned  for  accuracy. 

Small  CC  mintmark,  both  letters  over  the  F in  HALF,  about  a letter's  width 
apart  and  high  near  the  feathers  and  branch  above. 

587  1873  Arrows.  AU-58.  Richly  lustrous  with  light  brown  and 

golden  toning,  well  struck,  and  very  attractive.  Just  short  of  Mint 
State,  possibly  even  at  that  level  in  the  eyes  of  some.  A very  attrac- 
tive example  of  this  short-lived  design  with  arrows  at  the  date. 


Memorable  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 
Choice  Mint  State 

Among  Ten  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2.\  photo) 

588  1873-CC  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  Mint  State 

specimen,  visually  very  nice.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  arc  well 
struck  and  deeply  lustrous,  silver  with  some  splashes  of  magenta 
and  gold  around  the  border.  We  will  again  use  that  rare  term, 
underj^raded,  and  suggest  that  it  might  be  called  MS-64.  You  pay 
your  money  and  you  make  your  choice,  so  the  determination  is  up 
to  you.  However,  to  our  eyes  it  is  one  of  the  nicest  1873-CC  half 
dollars  we  have  ever  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  7 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C slightly  lower  than  second  C.  back  curve  -.if 
first  C over  upper  right  serif  of  L below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  extreme 
tip  of  arrow  feather  above. 
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Another  Splendid  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 

Arrows  at  Date 
The  Eliasberg  Coin 


(2.\  photo) 


589  1873-CC  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A lovely  example  from  the 

Eliasberg  Collection,  1997,  Lot  2026,  there  described  as;  “Prooflike 
obverse.  Another  notable  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  a significant 
rarity  in  all  levels  ot  Mint  State.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen  in 
the  obverse  consistent  with  the  grade.  Light  golden  toning.”  We 
regarded  this  one  highly  in  1997,  and  we  still  feel  the  same  some 
seven-plus  years  later.  Indeed,  NGC  has  similar  feelings,  as  that 
hrm  has  certified  just  five  1873-CC  Arrows  half  dollars  finer  than 
the  present  coin,  the  finest  of  those  called  MS-65.  Simply  put,  a 
nice  coin  for  the  grade! 

NGC  Census:  4;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Large  CC  niintniark.  first  C marginally  lower  than  second  C,  first  C chiefly 
centered  over  space  between  L and  F below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  tip  of 
arrow  feather  above. 

From  Boioers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion. April  1997,  Lot  2026. 


A Third  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 

With  Arrows,  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

590  1873-CC  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Beyond  incredible  is  this 

offering,  a third  example  of  the  1873-CC  half  dollar,  arrows  at 
date,  also  in  Mint  State!  This  coin  has  lovely  satiny  lustre,  is  well 
struck,  and  is  also  a treat  to  the  eye.  Light  lilac  patination,  evenly 
dispersed,  is  seen  on  both  sides.  Again  this  coin  is  conservatively 
graded.  If  all  MS-61  coins  were  this  nice  there  would  be  no  need 
to  collect  MS-63!  For  the  record,  fewer  than  a dozen  1873-CC 
Arrows  half  dollars  have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present  coin 
by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  11  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C slightly  lower  than  second  C,  back  curve  ol 
first  C over  upper  right  serif  of  L below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  extreme 
tip  of  arrow  feather  above. 
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Lustrous  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 


Arrows  at  Date,  Lovely  AU 


591  1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  So  that’s  where  all  the  1873- 

CC  half  dollars  are!  Again  we  present  a lovely  specimen,  this  one 
graded  as  ALf-58,  well  struck,  and  with  superb  visual  appeal,  a truly 
marvelous  piece.  Again  we  ponder  the  grading  on  this  coin,  stat- 
ing that  if  all  AU-58  coins  were  this  nice  there  would  be  a rush  to 
collect  examples  at  this  level.  In  the  marketplace  one  must  pick 
and  choose,  as  is  well  known,  but  the  choice  is  made  easy  with  a 
specimen  such  as  this. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  14  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C slightly  lower  than  second  C,  back  curve  of 
first  C over  upper  right  serif  of  L below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  extreme 
tip  of  arrow  feather  above. 


592  1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-40.  Silver  surfaces,  lightly  cleaned  some 

time  ago,  now  silver  and  medium  gray.  Lustre  remains  in  some 
areas.  A final  example  of  this  key  Carson  City  half  dollar. 

Large  CC  mintmark,  first  C slightly  lower  than  second  C,  back  curve  of 
first  C over  upper  right  serif  of  L below,  serif  of  first  C directly  under  extreme 
tip  of  arrow  feather  above. 


Prooflike  Mint  State  1874-CC  Half  Dollar 

The  Pryor  Collection  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 


593  1874-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  prooflike,  beauti- 

ful, and  rare.  From  thejames  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  1996,  there 
described: 

Full  strike  save  for  very  slight  weakness  on  the  upper  hair  curls. 

Prooflike,  the  obverse  very  deeply  so.  A superb  specimen,  perhaps 
made  as  a presentation  piece.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant,  overlaid 
with  delicate  lilac. 

Perfect  dies. 

A superb  specimen  of  a formidable  rarity,  the  final  entry  in  the 
“impossible”  section  of  Carson  City  Mint  State  half  dollars  (later  ones 
are  not  as  rare,  although  the  1878-CC  mounts  a strong  challenge). 

Once  sold,  an  offer  of  tvdce  the  price  realized  probably  could  not 
secure  a duplicate  the  morning  after  the  sale. 

Slight  doubling  is  noted  on  some  legend  letters.  A diagonal  die  line 
from  the  denticles  over  the  left  edge  of  O in  OF.  extends  through  the 
final  S ofSTATES  to  the  lower  right  base  ofE. 

Again,  the  opportunity  to  acquire  a recognized  raritv'  in  this 
elegant  condition,  plus  the  quintessence  of  one  of  the  finest  pedi- 
grees in  American  numismatic  history,  yields  a remarkable  oppor- 
tunity. 

NGC  Census:  2;  9 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Mereiia’s  sale  of  the  Sortveh  Collection,  Part  III, 
Novemher  1988,  LaM  3224;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  thejames  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  222 
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Second  Highly  Important  1874-CC  500 

Mintage  Just  59,000 


594  1874-CC  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  silvery 

surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  brown,  of  this  highly  important  rar- 
ity. Indeed,  with  a mintage  ofjust  59,000,  the  1874-CC  is  second 
only  to  the  1870-CC  in  this  category.  Most  cabinets  either  lack  an 
1874-CC  or,  if  they  have  one,  it  is  apt  to  be  VF  or  EF.  The  present 
piece  is  significantly  above  average. 


Superb  Gem  1877  Half  Dollar 


595  1877  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  virtually  three  dimensional 

frost,  overlaid  whth  delicate  toning.  Well  struck.  As  nice  a circula- 
tion strike  1877  as  we  can  recall  seeing.  A truly  premium  coin 
from  the  standpoint  of  quality.  As  such,  this  piece  is  deserving  of  a 
very  strong  bid  by  the  connoisseur.  Please  cast  standard  valuations 
aside  when  contemplating  the  acquisition  of  this  special  piece. 


596  1877-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  most  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 
Prominent  die  striae  on  obverse  and  reverse  indicate  that  this  is  an 
early  impression  from  the  die.  A nice  example  of  the  issue. 

597  1877-S  MS-63.  A splendid  specimen  with  rich  satiny  lustre.  A 
coin  that  is  just  right  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  or  for  inclu- 
sion in  a type  set. 


598  1878-CC  VF-20,  sharpness  ofVF-30,  porosity.  Medium  gray 

and  gold  toning.  An  attractive  example  despite  some  porosity,  not 
readily  noticeable  except  under  magnification.  A scarce  variety  in 
all  conditions,  this  piece  is  attractive  enough  to  generate  excellent 
bidding  competition. 

It  would  be  easier  of  course  just  to  simply  give  a numerical  grade  for  this 
and  other  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  and  let  it  go  at  that.  However,  we  feel  that 
informed  buyers  appreciate  the  additional  descriptions. 
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Famous  1878-S  Rarity 


599  1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A fabulous  specimen  of  one  of  the  best 

known  rarities  in  the  series,  this  1878-S  combines  high  grade,  ex- 
tremely sharp  strike,  and  superb  eye  appeal.  Obverse  and  reverse 
are  prooflike  and  silvery  with  blushes  of  heather  and  gold,  inter- 
spersed with  some  freckled  blue  and  magenta.  The  piece  is,  in- 
deed, as  pretty  as  a picture.  The  fame  of  the  1878-S,  of  which  just 
12,000  were  minted,  is  long  enduring.  Indeed,  the  appearance  of  a 
coin  of  this  date  and  mint  in  an  old-time  sale  was  an  opportunity 
for  jubilation,  this  in  an  era  when  many  rarities  of  our  present  day 
were  not  particularly  showcased.  Over  a long  period  of  years  the 


number  of  equivalent  1878-S  half  dollars  passing  through  our  hands 
has  been  no  more  than  a handful — and  the  same  can  be  said  for  the 
graders  at  PCGS(see  the  population  note  below).  Typically  they 
are  only  encountered  when  great  collections  cross  the  auction 
block.  It  is  quite  likely  that  many  were  melted,  or  there  is  some 
explanation,  as  despite  the  low  mintage,  the  rarity’  seems  to  be  even 
greater  than  indicated.  In  a sale  laden  with  highlights,  rarities,  sel- 
dom-seen grades,  and  other  numismatically  appealing  pieces,  this 
1878-S  stands  tall  and  proud  in  the  front  row! 

PCGS  Population:  5;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


600  Trio  of  half  dollars  ☆ 1879  VF-25.  Mixture  of  pale  iridescent 
toning  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1881  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  blue  and  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1891  AU-58.  Semi 
reflective  fields  with  splashes  ot  rich  gold  and  blue  at  the  rims. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1880  Half  Dollar 


601  1880  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  center  changing 

to  gold  and  blue  at  the  border,  the  superb  “halo”  or  “album"  ton- 
ing so  highly  desired.  Watch  this  one  go! 

PCGS  Population:  8;  3 finer  within  the  designation  iProot-f-o  finest: 
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Proof  like  1880  Half  Dollar 

Finest  and  Only  Graded  by  NGC 


602  1880  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces,  highly 
prooflike.  The  only  piece  graded  MS-66  PL  by  NGC,  with  none 
finer.  The  low  mintage  figures  ofboth  circulation  strikes  and  Proofs 
of  the  1879-1891  era  have  drawn  many  to  this  section  of  Liberty 
Seated  coinage,  perhaps  a specialty  within  a specialty.  As  a general 
rule,  high-grade  Mint  State  coins  are  rarer  than  high-grade  Proofs, 
and  as  such  the  present  piece  is  a remarkable  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  (designation. 

603  1880  MS-60.  A very  nice  example  at  this  grade  level.  Some  hair- 
lines are  seen  in  the  field,  defining  the  grade,  and  a few  scattered 
marks  are  seen  as  well.  The  details  are  needle  sharp  in  their  defini- 
tion, the  fields  are  mostly  prooflike,  and  some  halo-like  blue  and 
magenta  toning  is  around  the  borders.  This  is  a very  attractive  ex- 
ample of  this  well-known  low- mintage  date.  While  Proofs  come 
on  the  market  with  some  regularity,  attractive  lower  range  Mint 
State  coins  do  not. 

604  1882  MS-62  PL.  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  gray  toning.  Highly 
prooflike  surfaces.  Some  lines  here  and  there  as  e.xpected  for  the 
grade.  Cameo  frost  in  devices  and  lettering.  A very  attractive  cir- 
culation strike  e.xample  of  this  low-mintage  issue. 

605  1883  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous,  mostly  frosty  rather 
than  prooflike.  Some  hairlines  in  the  field  are  accounted  for  in  the 
grade.  Silver  surfaces  with  a hint  of  champagne  toning.  Another 
opportunity  to  acquire  a seldom  seen  Mint  State  example  of  a low- 
mintage  half  dollar. 

606  1884  AU-58.  Silver  surfaces,  a mixture  of  frost  and  mirror  quali- 
ties. Sharply  struck.  Some  rainbow  iridescent  toning  around  the 
border.  A lovely  example  that  is  either  a high  level  circulated  coin 
as  described  here,  or  a low  level  Mint  State.  A pleasing  choice  for 
anyone  interested  in  a piece  at  this  grade  level. 

Iridescent  1885  Half  Dollar 


607  1885  MS-65  (PCG.S).  Iridescent  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse, 

generally  magenta  gray  at  the  center,  changing  to  blue,  then  to 
m.igenta  anil  gold,  this  depicting  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly 
iilver  .It  the  i enter,  ch.inging  to  gold  and  blue.  Coins  with  irides- 


cent toning  as  this  often  play  to  an  especially  wide  audience,  quite 
in  contrast  to  the  situation  a generation  ago  when  “brilliant  is  best” 
was  the  prevailing  theme. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

608  1885  MS-62.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Some  hairlines  here  and  there 
and  some  scattered  marks  are  accounted  for  by  the  grade.  Overall 
the  piece  is  very  handsome,  a high  quality  example  of  a low-mint- 
age issue  for  which  Proofs  come  on  the  market  with  regularity, 
but  for  which  circulation  strikes  are  rarely  seen. 

609  1886  MS-62  PL.  Mostly  brilliant  silver  surfaces.  Some  marks  and 
hairlines  are  expected  at  this  grade  level.  Very  sharply  struck.  A 
very  rare  coin  in  Mint  State.  Another  coin  that  will  attract  great 
bidding  attention,  as  will  many  of  the  Liberty  Seated  issues  in  the 
present  offering. 

610  1887  AU-50.  Light  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  A high-grade  cir- 
culated example  of  this  very  scarce  date. 

611  1888  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  some  contact 
marks  here  and  there.  Nicely  struck.  Dehcately  toned  silver  gray 
with  some  splashes  of  gold.  A very  nice  example  for  which  the  mar- 
ket value  seems  less  than  it  should  be.  In  a word,  a nice  item  to  own. 

612  1889  AU-58.  Iridescent  halo  toning  around  silver  centers.  Yet  an- 
other seldom  seen,  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar.  An- 
other opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

613  1890  MS-61  PL.  Mottled  light  brown  toning  over  well-struck  sur- 
faces. Somewhat  prooflike.  Another  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated 
date.  The  extensive  selection  of  circulation  strike,  low-mintage  issues 
m this  catalogue  is  more  unusual  than  would  be  a run  of  Proofs. 

Gem  Proof  1892  Half  Dollar 

Plus  More 


614  1892  Proof-64.  The  cataloguer  (QDB)  has  classified  this  as  Proot- 

64,  although  it  has  not  been  certified.  A few  marks  are  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek,  but  apart  from  that,  the  overall  quality  is  as 
fine  as  could  be  expected  from  Proof-67.  Beyond  that  the  eye  ap- 
peal is  not  only  desirable,  it  is  almost  incredible.  Deep  mirror  sur- 
faces on  both  sides  are  accented  by  very  delicate  golden  and  blue 
toning,  as  pretty  as  a picture.  In  fact,  we  have  never  seen  any  Bar- 
ber half  dollar  of  any  date  or  mint  that  has  nicer  artistic  appeal.  It 
will  be  quite  interesting  to  see  how  this  does  when  it  cros.ses  the 
auction  block.  The  present  piece  will  satisfi’  on  several  grounds,  as 
a high  numerical  grade,  plus  the  first  year  of  issue,  plus  incredible 
eye  appeal. 

In  1892  the  new  Liberty  He.ul  design  bv  Chief  Kngraver  Ch.irlcs  F Harbor 
was  launched,  this  after  the  Treasury  Department  made  an  etVort  to  'evuro  I'Ut- 
side  artists  to  redesign  the  several  1 iberlv  Seated  denominations  llarlser  ss'eim 
to  have  copied  the  head  used  on  certain  f rench  coins 
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The  mintage  ot  this  year  amounted  to  1,245  silver  Proof  sets,  possibly  in 

I anticipation  ol  a strong  demand  for  the  new  design  in  combination  with  the 

li  thought  that  such  pieces  would  be  sold  at  the  Worlds  Columbian  Exposition 

(which  did  not  open  to  the  public  until  1893). 

615  Trio  of  Barber  half  dollars:  ☆ 1892  AU-58.  Olive-gray  over 

I I lustrous  surfaces  with  rose,  gold,  and  sea  green  highlights  'i?  1907- 

I D AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  gray  at  the  centers  with  deeper  toning  at 

the  runs  1911  ALl-55.  Medium  gray  with  deep  olive-gray  ton- 
ing mottled  across  the  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Gem  1894-0  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


616  1894-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  an  old  PCGS 

holder,  churned  out  a number  of  years  ago,  before  the  so-called 
“grade  inflation”  of  the  present  era.  Accordingly,  some  viewers  of 
the  present  coin  have  suggested  that  if  recertified  it  might  qualify 
at  MS-66.  Who  knows?  In  any  event,  the  coin  is  the  coin  is  the 
coin,  and  it  stands  tall  and  proud  on  its  own  as  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen  of  this  date  and  mint.  The  striking  is  excellent  on  both 
sides,  the  lustre  is  satiny  and  rich,  and  the  toning  is  nice  enough  to 
write  home  about — delicate  splashes  of  gold  and  magenta  at  the 
centers  with  hints  of  electric  blue  at  the  borders,  so-called  “album 
toning.”  If  you  are  endeavoring  to  assemble  one  of  the  finest  col- 
lections of  Barber  half  dollars  ever  put  together,  in  our  view  this 
will  nicely  serve  to  define  the  1894-0. 

PCG.S  Population:  7;  5 finer  (MS-68  finest). 
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Stunning  1895-S  Half  Dollar 
Superb  Gem 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


617  1895-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A stunning  1895-S  half  dollar,  to  view 

this  invites  a double  take.  This  specimen  is  a brilliant  as  the  mo- 
ment it  left  the  dies,  is  richly  lustrous,  and  has  superb  eye  appeal. 
Add  to  that  the  elite  MS-66  grade,  just  four  at  this  level  and  one 
higher,  and  the  present  piece  adds  up  to  “must  buy!” 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-67). 
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Gem  1895-S  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


618  1895-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Not  only  is  this  a gem,  it  is  a nice  one  as 

well.  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply  struck,  this  piece  is  about  as  nice  as 
the  day  it  was  made.  The  striking,  both  obverse  and  reverse,  is 
from  a very  early  state  of  the  dies,  perhaps  just  put  in  the  press,  as 
parallel  die  striae  or  finish  lines  are  prominent  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  Later,  such  finish  lines  tended  to  wear  away,  eventu- 
ally being  visible  only  near  the  dentils  and  other  raised  areas,  then 
disappearing  completely.  Barber  half  dollars  beckon  as  a very  in- 
teresting collecting  possibility,  and  the  listing  in  the  present  cata- 
logue offers  many  exceptional  coins. 

NGC  Census:  5;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Gem  Proof  1898  Half  Dollar 


619  1898  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A super  gem  coin,  gorgeous, 

with  silver  and  gold  centers  changing  to  splashes  ofiridescence.  As 
pretty  as  a picture — certainly  worthy  of  placing  on  loan  at  the  newly 
reopened  Museum  ot  Modern  Art,  New  York  City.  Needless  to 
av,  thr.  oin  h.is  few  peers. 


Incredible  Proof  1905  Half  Dollar 

Superb  Gem 


(2.\  photo) 


620  1905  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Another  incredible  Barber  half  dollar, 

this  is  a superb  gem  Proof  with  absolutely  stunning  light  irides- 
cent toning,  nicely  blended.  If  a finer  1905  Proof  half  dollar  exists 
anywhere  in  the  wide  world  of  numismatics  we  have  not  seen  it! 

PCGS  Population:  10;  1 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1906  Half  Dollar 


(2.x  photo) 


4 621  1906  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  no  doubt  just  as  it 

appeared  on  the  day  it  was  struck.  Although  675  Proof  half  dollars 
were  made  in  this  year,  fewer  than  5%  can  match  the  quality  of 
this  coin  today.  An  important  acquisition  possibility  for  the  type 
set  collector  as  well  as  the  Barber  half  dollar  specialist. 


Collecting  Barber  Half  Dollars 

The  panorama  of  Barber  half  doOars  from  1892  through  1915  offers  an  inter- 
1 esting  opportunity  for  collecting.  Among  the  three  Barber  denominations,  the 
I dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar,  the  50-cent  pieces  are  the  most  difficult  to  obtain 
i with  a combination  of  high  grade  and  aesthetic  appeal.  Many  are  rubbed,  nicked, 
or  have  other  problems,  including  some  of  those  assigned  fairly  high  grades. 

There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities  in  the  half  dollar  series,  no  equivalent  ot  the 
■ 1894-S  dime  or,  for  that  mattet,  the  hard  to  find  1896-S,  1901-S,  and  1913-S  quar- 

I ters.  Instead,  all  issues,  while  some  are  rare,  tend  to  be  more  or  less  moderately 
priced.  The  true  availability  of  quality  half  dollars  is  not  generally  known.  Al- 
' though  certification  numbers  are  useful,  tiuality  is  often  another  aspect  entirely. 

If  this  series  intrigues  you,  review  listings  in  the  Guide  Book,  Coin  Values,  or 
the  Coin  Market,  gain  an  overall  feeling  for  the  cost,  and  then  embark  slowly  and 
carefully,  by  selecting  coins  already  graded  MS-64  and  upward,  choosing  them 
one  by  one.  Expect  to  take  seueral  years  to  complete  the  task.  When  you  are  fin- 
ished, consign  your  collection  to  American  Numismatic  Karities  and  we  will 
pull  out  all  stops  to  showcase  it  to  its  deserved  advantage! 
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Gem  Proof  1906  Half  Dollar 


Superbly  Beautiful 


622  1906  Proof-66  (NGC).  Here  is  another  world  class  coin,  with 

light  iridescent  toning  of  breathtaking  quality,  superb  and  excit- 
ing. Very  few  coins  have  this  combination  of  high  grading  number 
plus  the  ever  important  quality  and  beauty. 


Choice  1906-D  Half  Dollar 


623  1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  medium  gray 

toning  accented  with  mottled  gold  and  blue.  First  year  of  issue  at 
the  newly  opened  Denver  Mint. 


624  1906-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  and  lovely  specimen.  Well 

struck  on  both  sides,  the  present  piece  has  rich  silvery  lustre  with 
nuances  of  gold.  On  the  reverse,  planchet  striae  from  the  die  prepa- 
ration process  indicate  that  this  is  an  early  strike.  What  a lovely 
1906-S  half  dollar  this  is! 
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Superb  1907-D  Half  Dollar 

The  Pittman  Coin 


High  NGC  Grade 


(2x  photo) 

625  1907-D  MS-68  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  Mint  State,  with 

rich  lustre  on  both  sides.  Light  golden  and  magenta  toning  is  the 
rule,  changing  to  blue  and  gunmetal-gray  at  the  borders.  The  strik- 
ing IS  very  good. 

This  piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  marvelous  collection  formed 
by  the  late  John  Jay  Pittman,  w’ell  catalogued  by  David  W.  Akers, 
and  presented  at  auction  in  1998 — one  of  the  most  notable  sales  of 
our  time.  Pittman,  an  employee  of  Eastman  Kodak,  was  not  at  all  a 
wealthy  person.  However,  he  had  an  eye  for  quality,  being  one  of 
relatively  few  buyers  who  emphasized  eye  appeal,  exceptional  sur- 
face characteristics,  and  the  like,  joined  by  Emery  May  Holden 
Norwcb,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.,  and  a few  others.  When  his  col- 
lection was  .sold,  it  brought  a fortune — connoisseurship  rewarded 
in  a most  dramatic  way! 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

From  David  Akers  S'umismatics ' sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collec- 
tion. May  1998.  Lot  1614. 


“As  Struck”  Proof  1909  Half  Dollar 


(2.x  photo) 


626  1909  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  As  struck,  or  almost,  as  it  does 

have  a tiny  hint  of  golden  toning.  Brilliant,  sharply  detailed,  and 
in  all  other  ways  quite  choice,  to  which  can  be  added  the  lure  of 
being  high  in  the  PCGS  roster. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 


Gem  1911  Half  Dollar 


627  1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  lustrous.  A hint 

of  golden  toning.  If  we  were  collecting  Barber  half  dollars  this 
would  be  it. 
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I 628  1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  brilliant,  with  satiny 

lustre,  delicate  golden  toning  overall,  this  piece  bespeaks  quality. 
While  It  is  not  graded  MS-65  and  therefore  may  not  be  of  so- 
called  “investment  quality”  (a  rather  fake  term  in  our  opinion), 
connoisseurs  will  appreciate  this  as  a truly  lovely  piece — one  well 
I worth  owning. 


4 629  1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  Fairly 

I well  struck  overall,  but  with  some  trivial  lightness  at  the  eagle’s 

I wings  near  where  they  join  the  shield,  not  that  anyone  notices.  A 

pleasing  example  overall,  quite  acceptable  at  the  MS-63  level  and, 
I in  fact,  among  the  nicest  we  have  seen  so  graded. 

Gem  1915-D  Half  Dollar 


ij  630 


I 

1 

1 


'i 

1 


1915-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  with  lightly  mottled  golden 
and  brown  toning  define  this  gem  1915-S.  There  is  some  lightness 
of  striking  near  the  reverse  center,  scarcely  worthy  of  mention, 
but  we  do  so  anyway.  A lovely  coin,  this  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  in  recent  times. 


Liberty  Walking  Set 

1916-1947-D 

631  Collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  complete  from 

1916  through  1947-D  and  housed  in  two  Library  of  Coins  al- 
bums. Album  one  includes  dates  from  1916-1937,  and  most  of  these 
pieces  are  average  circulated  condition,  though  there  are  a few 
standouts  such  as:  ☆ 1916  AU-55  ☆ 191H-D  AU-58  ☆ 1920  AU- 
50  ☆ 1921  Good-6  ☆ 1921 -D  Good-4  ☆ 1921 -S  Good-6  ☆ 1929- 
S AU-55.  Beginning  in  1934  Mint  State  examples  begin  to  appear 
and  from  this  point  on,  about  half  are  Choice  Mint  State,  or  better 
while  the  1939  is  Proof-58.  A useful  beginner  set  with  many  nice 
pieces  and  room  for  additions!  In-person  inspection  is  recom- 
mended. (Total:  65  pieces) 


Special  1916-S  Half  Dollar 

Sharply  Struck  Mint  State 


632  1916-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A very  special  specimen  of  1916-S,  the 

present  piece  exhibits  excellent  striking  details,  not  needle  sharp 
in  all  areas  (none  are),  but  better  than  typically  seen.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  satiny  lustre,  delicately  toned  gray  and  blue  with 
some  gold.  The  rims  are  quite  wide  on  this  and  all  other  1916  coins 
of  the  type,  plus  some  of  1917,  a distinctive  characteristic.  If  you 
are  an  advanced  specialist  and  are  seeking  a particularly  nice  ex- 
ample of  the  rarest  of  the  three  varieties  of  this  year,  your  search 
ends  here. 


633  1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  with  lustre  in  the 

form  of  a matte-like  or  satiny  surfaces,  characteristic  of  nearly  all 
issues  of  1916  (from  the  three  different  mints)  and  many  of  the 
early  strikes  of  1917  as  well.  Quite  sharply  struck,  the  present  piece 
offers  full  delineation  of  just  about  every  detail  except  at  the  cen- 
ters, and  in  this  regard  is  above  average.  A coin  with  a great  deal  ot 
eye  appeal  and  one  that  should  draw  enthusiastic  bidding. 
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634  1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  vivid  mint 

“flash,”  a coin  which  is  certainly  MS-62,  more  likely  MS-63.  There 
is  some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  center,  but  this  is  not  wear,  it 
simply  goes  with  the  territory  for  this  design.  Silver  surfaces  with 
some  .splashes  of  gray.  A piece  that  offers  a lot  of  value  if  purchased 
at  an  MS-62  price. 


Lustrous  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


635  1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  Quite 

well  struck,  not  needle  sharp,  but  far  finer  than  usually  seen.  The 
lustre  is  of  exceptional  quality  somewhat  like  a Matte  Proof  All 
told  this  is  an  especially  desirable  example  of  a 1918-S,  one  of  the 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  at  the  MS-63  level  and,  for  that  matter, 
eclipsing  some  we  have  seen  graded  higher.  Stop,  look,  bid! 


the  territory  and  is  never  noted  on  holders,  etc.  Within  the  con- 
text of  1920-S  half  dollars  this  piece  is  particularly  appealing  and  a 
strong  bid  is  indicated. 


Choice  Mint  State  1928-S  Half  Dollar 


638 


1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  delicate  golden  toning 
over  both  surfaces.  San  Francisco  stood  alone  this  year  where  half 
dollar  production  was  concerned.  i 


Another  Mint  State  1928-S  Half  Dollar 


639  1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractively  mottled  toning  presenting 

shades  of  rich  gold,  pale  green,  rose  and  blue  over  lustrous  silver 
surfaces. 


Lustrous  1919-D  Half  Dollar 


636  1919-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  most  original  mint  lustre 

still  present,  particularly  in  the  fields.  A nice  example  at  the  AU 
level  ot  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  era. 


Choice  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


637  1920-S  MS-64  (PCCiS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  light  golden 

toning  Somevvh.it  typi<  .il  strike  .it  the  centers,  which  goes  with 


Gem  1938-D  Half  Dollar 


Low  Mintage 


640  1938-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  golden  ton- 

ing over  rich  surfaces.  Superb  detail,  remarkably  so,  among  the 
finest  seen.  Worthy  of  a “stretch”  bid  to  take  it  home. 
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641  1938-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  A nice  gem 
e.xample  of  one  of  the  later  key  dates  in  the  series. 

642  1939  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Far  above  average 
strike.  The  last  sentence  is  important  to  connoisseurs  among  our 
bidders. 

643  Group  of  Mint  State  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars:  ☆ 1939-D 
MS-63  ☆ 1944-D  MS-64  ☆ 1944-S  MS-64  ☆ 1945  (2).  MS-65; 
MS-64  ☆ 1945-D  MS-65  ☆ 1945-S  (2).  MS-65,  MS-64  ☆ 1946- 
S MS-64  (2)  ☆ 1947-D  MS-64.  All  are  lustrous  and  toned  various 
shades  of  iridescence  from  lovely  rose  to  mottled  olive  gray.  (To- 
tal: 11  pieces) 

644  1940  Proof-64.  A lovely  specimen  with  light  gray  and  gold  toning. 


645  1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  at- 
tractive. Just  a whisper  of  toning.  The  usually  seen  variety  without 
the  AW  monogram  of  the  engraver,  the  only  year  without  this 
feature.  Some  enthusiastic  Mint  employee  polished  the  die  too 
intensely,  removing  the  monogram  ot  the  engraver. 

646  1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  cloudy  and  somewhat  golden  ton- 
ing over  deep  mirrored  surfaces,  a pristine  example  that  has  never 
been  dipped  to  brighten  it.  Variety  without  AW  on  the  reverse. 


647  1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  toning  over  deep 

mirror  surfaces.  Although  this  is  not  a rare  Proof  date,  toning  such 
as  this  without  accompanying  cloudiness,  is  not  often  encountered. 


648  1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Beautiful. 


649  1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  iridescent  ton- 
ing. As  lovely  as  can  be. 

650  1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  golden  and 
brown  toning  around  the  borders.  E.xceptionally  well  struck  for  a 
1946,  and  in  our  view  worth  a significant  premium  accordingly. 

651  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  half  dollars  ☆ 1942  MS-66.  Lustrous  with 
rich  mottled  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1943  MS-65  (2).  Both  with 
brilliant  satiny  lustre.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

652  1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . Mottled  light  golden  brown  toning  over 
deeply  rich  lustrous  surfaces,  with  some  splashes  of  inky  blue  at 
the  borders.  Exquisite  strike.  A marvelous  coin  that  probably  will 
leave  standard  prices  in  the  dust. 

653  Pair  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  grading  MS-66:  ☆ 1946-S 
(PCGS).  Mottled  rose-gray  and  blue-green  toning  over  lustrous  sur- 
faces ☆ 1947  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


654  1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  deli- 

cately mottled  brown  and  gold  toning,  with  some  splashes  of  red 
and  green,  a fully  original  example  from  a toning  aspect. 


655  1960-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  sil- 

ver surfaces  with  traces  ot  delicate  golden  toning  noted  on  the 
obverse.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive. 
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SILVER  DOLLARS 

Several  ditTerent  1795  dollars  start  the  present  offering,  among  them 
Mint  State  examples  ot'  both  Draped  Bust  varieties  for  the  date.  Other 
Draped  Bust  dollars  provide  a great  selection  for  beginners  as  well  as  ad- 
vanced early  dollar  specialists.  A stunning  Froof-66  1839  Gobrecht  dollar 
is  offered,  as  well  as  Proofs  of  1844,  1849,  1850,  1861,  and  others  too  nu- 
merous to  mention.  One  of  the  most  important  rarities  in  U.S.  numis- 
matics, the  only  one  of  two  1866  No  Motto  Liberty  Seated  dollars  avail- 
able to  collectors — the  other  specimen,  the  famous  DuPont  coin,  was  taken 
m 1967  in  an  armed  robbery  and  returned  to  the  family  in  2003  through 


the  efforts  of  our  ownJohnKraljevich — will  enter  the  auction  aren,  and 
will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  highlights  of  this  or  any  other  year  for  that 
matter!  Another  remarkable  highlight  is  the  choice  MS-63  1872-CC,  a 
“wish  list”  coin  if  ever  there  was  one! 

As  usual  our  offering  of  Morgan  dollars  is  broad  and  all-encompassing, 
with  virtually  every  date  represented  at  least  once.  Highlights — and  we 
limit  ourselves  to  just  a few  here — include  a choice  MS-64  1893-S  and  an 
off-center  1899-0.  Trade  dollars  are  found  in  choice  and  gem  Mint  State 
and  Proof,  which  is  good  news  for  those  who  are  just  beginning  to  realize 
what  great  coins  (and  opportunities)  there  are  within  the  trade  dollar  series. 


1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


657  1795  BB-25,  B-6.  Rarity-3.  Three  Leaves.  VF-20.  I ight  gr.u 

toning  with  some  hints  of  gold.  Problem  free  surfaces  .‘\  ver\  mce 
example  at  this  grade  level. 


Memorable  1795  BB- 

rnUHitiHj  Iridescent 


20  Silver  Dollar 
AU 


(2x  photo) 
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1795  BB-20,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  AU- 
55  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  of  this  variety,  combining  an  ob- 
verse that  displays  excellent  hair  detail  (not  always  the  case  with  this 
tv’pe).  On  the  present  coin  all  aspects  of  the  obverse  are  significantly 
finer  than  average.  Light  golden  brown  toning  with  some  gunmetal- 
blue  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces. 

On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  also  quite  good,  with  excellent 


detail  except  for  the  highest  parts  of  the  eagle,  but  far  finer  than 
usually  seen.  The  leaves  are  excellent,  the  dentils  are  bold,  and  the 
overall  appearance  is  enhanced  by  delicate  gold  toning  with  splashes 
ot  blue.  Here,  indeed,  is  a 1795  dollar  as  pretty  as  a picture,  one 
that  stands  head  and  shoulders  above  the  quality  usually  seen  for 
examples  designated  at  this  level.  As  such,  it  is  truly  a find  for  the 
type  set  collector  as  well  as  the  variety  specialist. 
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Mint  State  1795  Silver  Dollar 

BB-51,  Draped  Bust 


1795  BB-51,  B-14.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  example 
of  what  is  believed  to  be  the  very  first  die  in  any  American  de- 
nomination to  display  Gilbert  Stuart’s  Draped  Bust  motif  On  this 
obverse  die,  one  of  two  made  in  1795,  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  is 
placed  slightly  too  far  to  the  left.  On  the  next  die,  BB-52,  the 
situation  was  corrected  by  repositioning  her  slightly  to  the  right. 


The  present  piece  is  very  well  struck  on  both  sides,  showing  nearly 
all  details,  save  for  a few  areas  of  trivial  lightness,  mostly  on  the 
eagle.  Some  adjustment  marks  are  seen  at  the  center  and  are  mostly 
hidden  by  toning.  Satiny  lustre  is  on  both  sides,  overlaid  with  gold, 
blue,  and  iridescent  toning.  This  variety  is  seldom  seen  in  Mint 
State.  How  marvelous  this  opportunity  is. 


(2x  photo) 


1795  BB-51  Silver  Dollar 

First  Draped  Bust  Issue 


659  1795  BB-51,  B-14.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (PCI).  Medium  gray  ton- 

ing. Lightly  worn  surfaces  on  obverse  and  reverse.  A few  scattered 
marks  are  seen,  most  notably  one  above  the  space  between  the 
third  and  fourth  date  digits. 


americ:an  numismatic  rarities 


The  Kennywooh  Collection 


ij(. 


Splendid  1795  BB-52  Silver  $1 

Second  Draped  Bust  Die  of  the  Year 

Marvelous  Mint  State 


660  1795  BB-52,  B-15.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

deeply  lustrous,  quite  well  struck  save  for  some  details  on  the  eagle, 
and  very  “nice”  overall.  A gorgeous  piece  that  will  be  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  die  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  set  collector. 
Few  equals  exist  an'y'where. 


On  the  reverse  several  cracks  and  die  characteristics  are  especially  noted, 
including  a crack  from  the  left  border  above  D (UNITED)  touching  the  lower 
left  serif  of  the  first  S (STATES),  continuing  into  the  leaves.  At  the  right  near 
the  border,  past  F (OF)  are  some  raised  islands.  A crack  is  seen  above  R,  con- 
tinuing through  the  tops  of  ICA,  then  disappearing,  then  reappearing  below  the 
ribbon  knot  to  the  border. 


Pleasing  1796  BB-61  Dollar 

Small  Date,  Large  Letters 


661  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Rarity-3  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  EF- 

45  (NGC).  A pleasing  example  with  light  gray  toning  accented 
with  some  splashes  of  gold  on  the  obverse,  more  gold  on  the  re- 
verse. Some  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A great  treat 
to  the  eye,  a piece  that  will  satisfy  the  variety  collector  as  well  as 
anyone  seeking  this  die  combination. 


Scarce  1798  BB-94  Dollar 


662  1798  BB-94,  B-3.  Rarity-5.  Heraldic  Eagle.  VF-20,  sharpness 

of  VF-30.  To  examine  this  coin  in  person  is  to  understand,  and  we 
recommend  such.  There  is  a planchet  flaw  at  the  right  obverse  bor- 
der past  the  bust  of  Miss  Liberty,  the  financial  implications  of  which 
should  be  assessed  during  the  viewing  process.  Overall  the  coin  is 
finely  granular  or  porous,  another  aspect  that  invites  inspection.  The 
toning  is  light  yellow  gold  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence.  The 
BB-94,  B-3  die  variety  is  fairly  scarce  among  dollars  of  this  date, 
adding  an  element  of  desirabilitv  for  specialists. 
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663  1798  BB-94,  B-3.  Rarity-5.  Heraldic  Eagle.  F-12  (NGC). 

Light  gray  and  heather  toning  over  well-worn  surfaces.  A coin  that 
did  its  duty  in  circulation,  but  somehow  escaped  significant  dam- 
age, acquiring  simple  wear.  The  striking  is  about  typical  for  the 
variety,  somewhat  light  at  the  centers. 

Scarce  1798  BB-120  Dollar 


664  1798  BB-120,  B-12.  Rarity-4.  Heraldic  Eagle.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  Medium  to  deep  gray  toning  with  some  aspects  of  lilac; 
the  obverse  is  quite  well  struck  on  all  areas,  the  stars  especially. 
Some  relapping  has  given  the  stars  a “spidery”  appearance,  quite 
distinctive.  The  reverse  is  lightly  struck  above  the  eagle’s  head  to 
the  right.  The  dentils  are  especially  prominent,  and  ample  traces 
of  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  protected  areas.  The  BB-12()  variety 
is  elusive  in  any  grade. 

Lustrous  1798  BB-123  Dollar 


fi  665  1798BB-123,B-25.Rarity-4.HeraldicEagle.AU-50.  A lovely 
specimen,  high  grade,  retaining  much  ot  its  original  lustre  in  pro- 
tected spaces.  An  inspection  of  the  coin  will  show  mint  frost  among 
the  stars,  letters  of  LIBERTY  and,  on  the  reverse,  the  lettering 
around  the  border.  The  striking  is  quite  good  on  the  obverse  and 
reverse,  as  illustrated  by  the  plate.  Overall  the  surfaces  are  bright 
silver,  with  splashes  of  brown  and  gold  here  and  there,  particularly 
around  the  borders.  A very  lovely  specimen  of  this  variety. 


666  1799/8  BB-142,  B-1.  Rarity-4.  VG-8  (NGC).  Well  worn,  but 

attractive  within  the  grade  designation.  Certainly  this  wall  be  a 
nice  opportunity  for  the  budget  minded  numismatist.  The  overdate 
feature,  easily  visible  to  the  unaided  eye,  adds  desirability. 

Pleasing  1799  Dollar 

13  Star  Reverse 


667  1799  BB-152,  B-15.  Rarity-3.  VF-35.  Attractive  and  uniform 

medium  gray  surfaces  with  delicate  rose  overtones.  Original  in 
appearance  and  quite  choice  for  the  grade,  though  an  old  scratch  is 
noted  in  the  obverse  field  left  of  star  12,  and  is  taken  into  consid- 
eration. A very  pleasing  early  dollar  and  likely  to  generate  a pre- 
mium bid  regardless  of  the  minor  flaw. 


Lovely  1799  BB-154  Dollar 


668  1799  BB-154,  B-18.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  gray  ton- 

ing over  evenly  worn  surfaces.  Problem  free. 

The  reverse  is  from  a late  state  of  the  die  and  shows  multiple  cracks,  most 
prominently  at  the  left  from  the  center  of  the  coin,  touching  the  base  of  E 
(UNITED),  to  the  border. 
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Lustrous  1799  BB-158  Dollar 


669  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  on  the 

obverse  and  reverse.  Fairly  well  struck,  with  some  lightness  at  the 
center,  but  with  exceptional  star  and  letter  detail.  A pleasing  ex- 
ample of  this  early  issue. 

Obverse  with  slight  clash  mark  in  the  field  below  Miss  Liberty’s  neck. 


High-Grade  1799  BB-160  Dollar 
Attractive  AU-55 


670  1799  BB-160,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  lilac  toning  with  much  lustre  visible.  A very  attractive  example 
of  this  popular  die  variety,  a coin  with  enough  eye  appeal  for  at 
least  two  piece. 

The  obverse  die  is  a late  state,  shattered,  with  many  interesting  breaks  or 
cracks. 


Lustrous  1799  BB-166  Dollar 


671  1799  BB-166,  B-9.  Rarity-1.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Not  often  is  a 

coin  graded  VF-35  described  as  being  lustrous,  but,  indeed,  that  is 
the  fact  here.  Between  the  stars,  hidden  among  the  interstices  of 
the  letters,  and  elsewhere,  is  a generous  amount  of  original  mint 
fruit-  -perhaps  lO'Ki  of  the  original  (we  haven’t  measured  and 
wouldn't  know  how  to).  Light  gray  toned  surfaces.  Not  a rare  va- 
riety, but  one  that  is  quite  pleasing  to  the  eve. 


On  the  obverse  there  is  a clash  mark  extending  from  the  chin  of  Miss  Lib- 
erty to  star  10,  so  that  it  is  a spiked  chin  dollar,  to  borrow  the  nickname  from  the 
half  cent  series!  The  reverse  shows  subtle  clash  marks  here  and  there,  and  deli- 
cate die  cracks  through  much  of  the  lettering  to  the  right  side  of  the  com. 


Rare  1799  BB-168  Dollar 


672  1799  BB-168,  B-22.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  sur- 

faces. Well  struck  at  the  borders,  somewhat  light  at  the  centers.  A 
dramatic  bisecting  die  crack  across  the  reverse  is  stunning  in  its 
aspect  and  serves  to  instantly  identify  it.  It  is  a wonder  that  this  and 
related  coins  could  be  struck. 

Here  is  a very  pleasing  example  of  the  rare  B-22  variety,  a find 
for  the  specialist. 

1800  BB-184  Dollar 

Bolender  Plate  Coin 


673  1800  BB-184,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU- 

53.  A lovely  specimen,  attractive  and  retaining  much  original  mint 
lustre.  Scratches  crisscross  the  center  of  the  reverse,  giving  this 
coin  a curious  aspect  from  the  standpoint  of  value.  Examine  it, 
then  compute  your  bid.  The  striking  is  fine  and  viewed  from  the 
obverse  only  the  piece  is  exceptional.  Perhaps  it  should  be  kept 
only  face  up! 

Bolender  Plate.  From  Superior’s  sale  of  February  1999,  Lot  1186. 
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Attractive  1800  BB-187  Dollar 


674  1800  BB-187,  B-16.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Gray  toning, 

lighter  on  the  higher  areas.  Fairly  well  struck  for  a dollar  of  this 
type,  but  with  some  lightness  at  the  upper  right  clouds  on  the  re- 
verse and  at  the  reverse  center.  A thoroughly  worthwhile  example 
of  this  type,  date,  and  die  combination. 

Lightly  Toned  1800  BB-195  $1 


675  1800  BB-195,  B-15.  Rarity-4.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Light  to  me- 

dium gray  toning  over  smooth  surfaces.  Exceptionally  bold  den- 
tils frame  the  obverse  and  reverse  designs.  A handsome  example  of 
this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce  die  combination. 


1801  BB-211  Dollar 

Mint  Lustre  Remaining 


676  1801  BB-211,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver 

surfaces  with  some  mint  lustre  remaining  in  protected  areas.  Quite 
well  struck.  A handsome  example  of  this  variety,  head  and  shoul- 
ders finer  than  that  typically  seen. 

Lustrous  1802  BB-241  Dollar 


677  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  AU-50  (NGC).  Certified  as  AU, 

this  piece  retains  much  original  mint  lustre,  particularly  among 
the  stars  on  the  obverse  and,  more  extensively,  the  letters  and  de- 
signs of  the  reverse.  Attractive  in  appearance.  A nice  example  that 
will  fill  the  bill  for  the  early  dollar  enthusiast. 
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Superb  1839  Gobrecht  Dollar 

An  American  Classic 


678  1839  Gobrecht.  Judd-104,  Pollock-116.  Rarity-3.  Proof-66 

(NGC).  A superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  American 
coins,  the  restrike  counterpart  of  an  issue  made  tor  circulation, 
and  thus  collectible  as  a type.  Mint  records  indicate  that  300  speci- 
mens were  produced  in  1839,  nearly  all  of  which  were  released 
into  circulation.  Today,  original  Proofs  are  so  rare  as  to  be  virtu- 
ally impossible  to  find.  The  gap  is  filled  by  restrikes  from  the  same 
obverse  and  reverse  design,  probably  made  at  the  Mint  circa  spring 
1859  or  later,  for  distribution  to  the  numismatic  trade. 

Although  perhaps  a couple  hundred  or  so  1839  Gobrecht  dol- 
lars c.xist  today,  the  present  piece  stands  head  and  shoulders  above 


the  others,  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  certification  pyramid,  the  one 
and  only  at  the  Proof-66  level.  Moreover,  and  in  our  view  equally 
if  not  more  important,  the  present  piece  is  absolutely  gorgeous  to 
behold,  with  light  magenta  toning  at  the  centers  changing  to  elec- 
tric blue  at  the  borders,  all  over  deep  mirror  fields. 

The  present  piece  has  multiple  appeals — for  the  advanced  col- 
lector assembling  a type  set,  for  the  silver  dollar  specialist,  and, 
although  it  is  not  a pattern,  possibly  for  the  pattern  enthusiast  as 
well  as  it  is  listed  asJudd-104. 

Die  alignment  IV. 

NGC  Cen.sus:  1;  none  finer. 
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Marvelous  Proof  1844  Dollar 
Unique  Die  Characteristics 
From  the  Share  Collection 


679  1844  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  A truly  marvelous  specimen, 

deep  mirror  surfaces  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning.  Sharply 
struck  in  all  areas.  Unique  die  among  1844  dollars,  as  the  shield 
has  the  normal  triads  of  vertical  stripes,  seen  only  on  Proofs  of 
this  year,  (but  on  Proofs  and  regular  issues  of  all  the  other  years). 
1844  circulation  strikes  are  from  a different  die  and  because  of 
doubling  during  the  die  making  process  hzve  Jour  elements  to 
each  vertical  stripe. 

Proof  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  form  an  interesting  specialty 
in  themselves.  In  the  early  years  examples  were  made  in  Proof  for- 
mat of  each  year  from  1840  through  1850,  skipping  1851,  then  1852, 
skipping  1853,  then  1854  onward.  Later  as  numismatic  demand 
arose.  Proof  restrikes  (with  centered  date,  at  least  a couple  of  which 


were  struck  using  existing  Liberty  Seated  dollars  as  planchets)  were 
made  to  order,  a small  number  of  Proof  1853  dollars  were  also  cre- 
ated, either  from  an  1853  obverse  not  regularly  used  in  that  year,  or 
from  a newly  made  1853  die. 

Dozens  of  the  Proof  1851  restrikes  were  made  and,  it  is  said,  just 
12  of  the  1853s. 

Today  assembling  a full  run  of  Proofs  from  1840  through  1873 
can  be  done,  but  the  procedure  takes  a long  time,  with  the  truly 
difficult  pieces  being  those  from  1840  through  1850,  plus  1853.  The 
presently  offered  1844,  also  well  known  as  a rare  date,  will  be  appre- 
ciated by  anyone  embarking  on  such  an  endeavor. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Share  Collection 
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Incredible  Proof  1849  Dollar 
Proof-65  (NGC)  and  (PCGS) 


The  Floyd  Starr  Specimen 


680  1849  Proof-65  (NGC).  Among  early  Proofs,  Liberty  Seated 

dollars  are  the  crane  cie  la  creme  of  the  silver  issues,  the  only  se- 
ries that  can  be  collected  in  date  secjiience  (with  the  help  ot 
restrikes  of  1851  and  1853  as  noted  elsewhere  in  onr  catalogue. 
Among  such  dollars  the  1849  is  one  of  the  rarest.  It  is  with  great 
pleasure  that  we  present  for  your  bidding  consideration  a speci- 
men that  was  earlier  in  the  Share  Collection,  and  before  that  in 
the  Starr  Collection,  a nice  pedigree  combination.  This  piece 
is  currently  certified  as  Proof-65  by  NGC,  as  a former  owner 
(Share)  had  NGC  place  all  of  his  coins  in  their  holders  to  insure 
uniformity.  Before  that  it  w-as  certified  Proof-65  by  PCGS,  as 
shown  by  the  original  PCGS  ticket  which  accompanies  this  lot 
(#6990.65/4120550). 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  beautifully  toned  rich  lavender, 
heather,  and  gold,  with  intermittent  areas  ofbright  silver.  The  strik- 
ing is  excellent  on  both  sides,  with  full  details  of  the  stars.  Miss 
Liberty's  head,  the  dentils,  and  other  areas.  On  the  obverse  the  four- 
digit date  logotv'pe  is  high  and  close  to  the  date.  The  reverse  die  is 
that  seen  on  other  dollars  of  this  era  and  is  described  in  detail  in  the 
1 993  text  by  Bowers,  Siltvr  Dollars  ami  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 
,-l  Uomplete  Uncyclopedia.  The  most  notable  features  are  two  tiny  pro- 
jections at  the  right  side  of  the  final  A (AMERICA).  Rather  than 
make  a new  Priwl  die  each  year,  the  Medal  1 )epartment  simply  kept 
this  die  on  hand  and  used  it  m sec|uence. 

For  the  I iherty  Seated  dollar  specialist,  the  Kennywood  Col- 
li- tion  : .it.ilogiie  contains  several  simply  breathtaking,  simply  in- 


credible opportunities,  of  which  this  is  one.  We  recommend  that 
connoisseurs  take  careful  note. 

N(jC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 

PCGS  Insert  Proof-65. 

Over  a long  period  of  time  we  have  offered  all  of  the  Proof  dollars  of  the  184()s 
and  1850s.  Within  the  decade  under  consideration  it  ha,s  been  our  experience  that 
the  1849  is  one  of  the  most  elusive.  Apparently  just  a few  silver  sets  were  pro- 
duced. Production  was  erratic,  with  more  sets  seemingly  produced  in  such  years  as 
1844  and,  particularly,  1846,  although  the  absolute  numbers  were  not  large.  No 
records  survive  and  we  can  only  conjecture.  In  addition  to  pieces  struck  as  part  of 
sets  made  available  to  collectors  and  also  on  occasion  for  presentation,  it  is  likely 
that  interested  numismatists  could  obtain  single  pieces.  This  seems  to  have  been 
done  mosdy  with  the  copper  series,  notably  the  half  cents.  Breen  listed  seven  speci- 
mens of  this  issue,  including  this  piece  as  number  one  on  his  list. 

Commentary  made  by  David  Akers  in  his  description  of  the  Randall-Garrett- 
Pittman  specimen  of  this  notable  rarity  seems  appropriate  to  quote  here,  as  Pittman 
chased  this  exact  coin  in  the  1947  Geiss  sale  and  ended  up  waiting  30  years  to  find 
another  high  quality  specimen! 

“JJP  [Pittman]  himself  always  considered  the  1849  to  be  the  rarest  Proof  dol- 
lar of  the  decade  and  he  once  told  me  that  this  specimen  [i.e,  the  Garrett  coin]  was 
one  of  only  two  really  attractive  examples  of  the  quality  that  he  preferred  that  he 
had  ever  seen  available  to  him  in  his  long  collecting  career.  (The  other  was  the 
Frederic  Geiss  coin  ]i.c.  the  present  otfering],  purchased  by  Floyd  T.  Starr  in  com- 
petition with  JJP,  after  JJP  had  purchased  Geiss'  1847  and  1848  Proof  dollars.) 
Apparently  that  is  why  he  was  willing  to  spend  more  money  on  tins  com  than  he 
did  for  any  other  coins  that  will  appear  m the  John  J-iy  Pittman  Collection  s,ilcs," 

The  moral  of  the  story  is:  miss  this  com  and  wait  until  3034  tiir  .mother  ch.iiii'e! 
Trom  the  Share  Collection.  Uarlier,  Jnmi  H.  Ma.\  Meld's  sale  of  the 
Trederic  IE  Ceiss  Collection,  Tehrnary  /947,  l.ot  d44;  Stath's  sale  of  the 
Tloyd  'V.  Starr  Collection,  Octolnr  /992,  Lot 
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Incredible  Proof  1850  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

681  1850  Proof-66  (NGC).  The  finest  of  the  fine,  the  rarest  of  the 

rare — say  whatever  you  wish,  but  here  indeed  is  a classic  among 
Liberty  Seated  dollars.  A gorgeous  Proof,  the  present  coin  displays 
light  golden  toning  with  splashes  of  blue  and  other  iridescence, 
well  struck,  and  of  gorgeous  appearance.  Moreover,  as  a date  the 
1850  is  very  rare.  Walter  Breen  knew  ot  only  seven  Proof  speci- 
mens of  the  date,  and  he  admitted  that  “the  last  three  may  repre- 
sent two  or  three  of  those  earlier  mentioned.” 

If  you  are  appropriately  financed,  the  present  sale  would  seem 
to  be  a great  place  to  start  a collection  ot'early  /Voo/  Liberty'  Seated 
dollars — a marvelous  opportunity.  j 

N(iC  CxMisus:  2;  none  finer.  ^ 


Scarce  1850  Liberty  Seated  $1 


682  1850  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with  much  mint  lustre 

remaining.  Light  silver  with  hints  of  golden  toning.  A high-grade 
circulated  example  of  this  key  issue.  Only  7,500  were  minted  for 
circulation,  one  of  the  lowest  figures  m the  series. 


Remarkable  1857  Dollar 


683  1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A remarkable  quality 

example  the  likes  of  which  arc  rarely  seen.  Coins  of  this  year  were 
made  primarily  for  export  to  China,  at  which  destination  they  were 
transshipped  to  India  and  there  melted.  The  present  piece  shows 
good  detail  at  the  centers,  with  the  usual  lightness  on  certain  of 
the  stars,  and  with  the  large  date  somewhat  lightly  impressed  in 
the  die  as  always.  Some  vertical  die  striae  are  seen,  as  are  some 
horizontal  lines  (particularly  through  the  date),  indicating  this  was 
an  early  impression  from  the  obverse  die.  Striae  are  similarly  seen 
on  the  reverse.  The  Mint  did  not  take  the  time  to  finish  the  dies 
completely. 


684  1860-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  to  medium  grav  toning  over  lus- 

trous and  somew'hat  proofiike  surfaces.  One  ofjust  two  New  Or- 
leans varieties  that  can  be  readily  collected  in  Mint  State,  the  other, 
the  1846-0,  being  for  all  practical  purposes  unobtainable. 
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Gem  Proof  1861  Dollar 

The  Eliasberg  Coin 
Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


685 


(2x  photo) 

1861  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Graded  Proof-65  Cameo  by 
PCGS,  with  no  peers  and  none  liner,  this  coin  already  has  enough 
going  for  it  that  the  offering  is  exciting.  However,  beyond  that  it 
has  the  finest  pedigree  imaginable,  from  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.  Collection,  the  part  of  the  collection  that  crossed  the  auction 
block  in  1667.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  deep  mirror  Proof, 
with  delicate  golden  toning,  quality  personified.  In  addition,  the 
1861  dollar  is  rare  in  circulated  grades,  what  with  a worn  AU-50 
piece  listing  for  $2,000  in  the  Guide  Book.  Such  pieces  have  a great 
foumiitiotial  I’diue,  in  our  opinion — being  a key  date  across  the  board, 
plus  the  aspect  of  gem  Proof  quality. 

l’(  ( ,s  [’(ipul.iiioii:  I;  none  fiiKT  within  the  designation. 

[ roui  Boir’T'i  and  .Mercna  .<alc  oj  the  IauiIs  I:,  l-.liaslvr)’,  Sr.  Collcc- 

'■  n,  l/fi/  /V77  /.V  2242. 


Choice  Proof  1861  Dollar 


686  1861  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  medium  gold  with  some  hints 

ot  blue,  over  sharply  struck  details  and  mirror  surfaces.  This  Proof 
1861  is  doubly  desirable,  first  as  a lovely  Proof  and  second  as  a 
specimen  of  a date  that  is  rare  in  any  and  all  circulated  grades  (plac- 
ing extra  market  pressure  on  the  few  available  Proofs).  As  if  this 
were  not  enough,  the  Proof  mintage  is  quite  low,  just  550  coins. 


Gorgeous  1861  Proof  Dollar 


687  1861  Proof-64  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest 

seen.  Although  graded  Proof-64,  the  eye  appeal  is  stunning,  creat- 
ing a piece  which  has  relatively  few  equals.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  bright  silver  with  tinges  of  magenta  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
striking  is  superb.  A piece  with  tremendous  eye  appeal. 

Rare  1863  Dollar 


688  1863  AU-58  (PCGS).  A very  rare  ciradatioii  strike  of  the  1863  dol- 

lar, seldom  seen,  with  tar  fewer  market  appearances  than  for  Pn\i 
pieces.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  medium  heather  and  gr.iy. 
On  the  reverse  in  particular  are  some  contact  marks  above  the  e.igle. 
not  unusual  for  this  circulated  grade.  The  striking  is  superb. 

Only  27,200  1863  Liberty  .Sc,ited  doll.irs  were  nude.  These  did  not  eirviil,ite 
in  the  East  or  Midwest  as  all  silver  was  hoarded,  and  it  cost  more  than  SI  (ht  , v'in 
to  make  silver  dollars.  Accordingly,  these  were  onlv  strtkk  to  the  onler  ot  hiillu'ii 
depositors  who  paid  more  th.in  lace  value  to  h,ive  them  created.  \\  ith  the  intent  ot 
shipping  them  to  distant  ports.  At  their  destinations  the\  were  valued  In  >ihvt 
metal,  not  hv  the  tace  value  imprinted  on  them,  and  sersvd  m ellei  t as  M,i  .s'  .ii. 
l odav.  high-grade  i in  niation  strikes  ot  the  ISli3  siKvr  dollar  an-  e\i  ecihngh  tan 
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The  1866  No  Motto  Silver  Dollar 


Obverse  of  Lot  689 
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The  1866  No  Motto  Silver  Dollar 
Only  Collectible  Specimen  of  Two  Known 
A Classic  American  Rarity 


689  1866  No  Motto.  J-540,  P-605.  Rarity-8.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Sil- 

ver. Reeded  edge.  When  this  piece  was  last  offered  by  our  team, 
included  in  the  September  2003  ANR  sale  as  Lot  130,  it  failed  to 
meet  its  consignor's  reserve  bid.  Its  appearance  in  our  sale  was  still 
an  historic  moment  for  numismatics,  as  it  was  that  auction  offering 
that  led  to  the  events  that  were  capped  by  the  successful  recovery  of 
the  stolen  duPont  specimen  of  the  1866  No  Motto  dollar.  We  at 
American  Numismatic  Rarities  were  proud  to  assist  with  the  re- 
covery effort,  a rediscovery  that  made  news  on  four  continents  and 
made  this  dollar  coin  one  of  the  most  famous  American  coins  in 
existence.  The  duPont  specimen,  after  its  viewing  by  thousands  of 
collectors  and  non-collectors  alike  at  conventions  and  in  newspa- 
pers around  the  globe,  now  resides  safely  and  probably  permanently 
at  the  ANA  Museum  in  Colorado  Springs.  The  fame  attracted  by 
that  coin,  and  its  impounding  in  one  of  America’s  great  institutional 
collections,  makes  this  piece  - and  this  offering  - all  the  more  im- 
portant. Long  held  by  a Texas  gentleman,  the  only  1866  No  Motto 
dollar  available  to  private  collectors  is  now  consigned  by  that 
gentleman’s  estate.  As  it  passes  into  the  possession  of  another  proud 
collector,  we  are  pleased  to  present  (with  some  amending)  the  cata- 
logue description  prepared  for  our  September  2003  sale  catalogue: 

Brilliant  silver  gray  with  delicate  mottled  cabinet  toning  domi- 
nated by  pale  golden  tones  with  intricate  highlights  of  bright  blue 
and  deep  violet;  the  reverse  shows  pewter  gray  toning  with  subtle 
gold  and  violet  tones.  The  devices  are  satiny,  the  fields  reflective 
but  not  deeply  mirrored,  the  obverse  showing  greater  reflectivity 
than  the  reverse.  Apparently  struck  only  once,  nicely  detailed  with 
a nearly  full  strike,  the  most  minor  flatness  on  Liberty’s  knuckles 
and  hair  curls.  Light  hairlines  on  both  sides,  tiny  spot  inside  of  stars 
1 .ind  1.  dark  toning  below  1)  and  L of  DOL,  spot  apparently  re- 


moved at  lowest  arrowhead  and  noted  for  identification  of  this  speci- 
men. An  eye-appealing,  glittering,  beautiful  Proof  dollar.  However, 
It  is  not  the  quality  of  the  coin  that  is  the  key  point;  the  fame  rests 
upon  its  rarity.  The  silver  dollar  series  is  laden  with  rarities  - but 
none  compare  with  the  1866  No  Motto  dollar. 

The  1794  silver  dollar,  the  desirable  first  year  of  issue,  is  a great 
rarity — perhaps  as  many  as  150  may  survive  but  the  number  is  likely 
less.  The  most  famous  silver  dollar  is  undoubtedly  that  dated  1804. 
Divided  into  three  categories,  a total  of  15  exist;  eight  called  Class  I 
(struck  in  the  1830s),  a single  plain  edge  overstruck  Class  II  in  the 
Smithsonian  Instimtion,  and  six  called  Class  III  (rcstrikes  struck  as  late 
as  the  1870s).  Although  the  1804  dollar  is  an  incredible  rarity,  there 
have  been  over  a dozen  different  auction  opportunities  to  buy  one  in 
recent  years,  the  most  memorable  being  the  S4.1  million  gem  Proof 
Childs  Collection  coin,  the  finest  known  specimen  and  an  especially 
desirable  Class  I.  The  187()-S  dollar  is  also  a classic  rarity,  with  perhaps 
nine  specimens  known,  with  the  most  recendy  offered  example  selling 
in  excess  of  S 1 million.  Its  original  mintage  is  unknown. 

For  many  years,  the  1866  No  Motto  dollar  has  been  recognized 
as  the  key  to  the  silver  dollar  series.  In  1949,  the  piece  was  misun- 
derstood, and  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  (3rd  edition)  mis- 
takenly listed  it  with  a common  date  price.  The  next  year,  catching 
the  error,  there  was  no  listing  of  the  coin  at  aO — that  line  entry  had 
simply  been  effaced  from  the  text.  In  the  1951  5th  edition,  the  entry 
“1866  No  Motto  Reverse”  returned  w’ith  but  a single  word  of  ex- 
planation— “unique.”  At  the  time,  the  present  piece  was  lost  in  the 
Brand  estate  and  was  unknown.  Today,  in  2004,  it  is  the  only  silver 
dollar  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  without  an  esti- 
mated price  or  price  history,  however,  the  listing  remains  erroiiesuo 
m that  it  reports  the  mint.ige  as  (725).  parentheses  indicating  Proof 
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mintage.  While  this  figure  may  include  the  two  known  No  Motto 
pieces,  it  more  accurately  reflects  the  Proof  mintage  of  the  With 
Motto  type.  A generation  of  collectors  has  come  and  gone  without 
the  opportunity  to  buy  an  example  of  this  coin  for  any  price,  for 
none  of  the  “name”  collections  sold  in  our  time  has  included  a speci- 
men. This  is  truly  a remarkable  statement,  considering  the  great 
preponderance  of  rarities  (including  the  1933  double  eagle)  that  the 
strong  market  for  rare  coins  has  brought  into  the  spotlight  in  the  last 
several  decades. 

Like  other  famous  rarities,  the  famous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel 
being  the  prime  example,  the  exact  circumstances  of  striking  the 
1866  No  Motto  dollar  are  not  known  today.  It  has  long  been  pre- 
sumed that  only  two  pieces  were  struck  to  create  numismatic  rari- 
ties, probably  m the  186Us  or  early  1870s.  The  practice  of  creating 
rarities  for  a ready  numismatic  marketplace  created  nearly  all  of  the 
classic  rarities  placed  in  the  modern  pantheon  of  United  States  coins: 
the  aforementioned  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the  1804  Class  II  and 
Class  III  silver  dollars,  the  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars,  and  other 
famous  but  “second-tier”  rarities  such  as  the  1868  copper  large  cent, 
the  1879  Coiled  Hair  Stella,  and  1880  Coiled  and  Flowing  Hair  S4 
gold  Stellas.  However,  since  we  have  had  the  unique  opportunity  to 
closely  study  both  known  No  Motto  dollars  in  the  last  year,  we  have 
compared  their  die  characteristics,  and  compared  them  to  other  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  of  the  era.  Based  on  these  studies,  we  offer 
here  a few  observations. 

Both  No  Motto  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  struck  from  the  same 
die  pair,  in  similar  die  states.  Additionally,  the  obverse  die  was  used  to 
strike  a large  percentage  of  the  1866  With  Motto  Proofs  that  we  been 
able  to  study,  also  in  a similar  die  state,  suggesting  that  the  No  Motto 
pieces  were  produced  contemporaneously  to  the  regular-issue  Proofs 
of  the  year.  To  date,  the  reverse  die  used  to  strike  the  1866  No  Motto 
pieces  has  not  been  matched  to  any  other  Proof  No  Motto  coins  stud- 
ied, including  coins  dated  from  the  184()s  to  1865,  and  as  we  men- 
tioned in  our  September  2003  description,  it  does  not  match  the  1851- 
1853  restrikes,  the  1871  Indian  Princess  pattern  dollar,  nor  the  Lib- 
erty by  the  Seashore  pattern  of  1876.  If  in  tact  the  1866  No  Motto 
coins  were  rarities  created  later  as  numismatic  delicacies  per  past  sug- 
gestions, it  seems  likely  that  they  would  share  a reverse  die  use  with 
other  pieces  made  during  the  same  later  period  such  as  the  pattern 
issues  noted  above.  It  is  also  likely  that  the  obverse  die  would  have 
seen  some  refurbishment  to  prepare  it  for  restrike  use,  making  it  no- 
ticeably different  from  the  die  state  that  struck  the  regular  With  Motto 
Proofs  of  1866,  however  this  is  not  the  case.  Certainly,  much  more 
extensive  study  is  in  order,  and  we  plan  to  continue  our  study  of  all 
No  Motto  Proof  reverses  that  we  are  able  to  examine.  However,  based 
on  our  findings  to  date,  it  seems  less  Likely  than  once  thought  that  the 
1866  No  Motto  dollars  were  struck  as  later  fantasies. 

The  1866  No  Motto  dollar  was  apparently  once  part  of  a set  of 
three  pieces,  aU  dated  1866  with  the  obsolete  No  Motto  reverse:  a 
quarter,  half  dollar,  and  dollar.  The  set — lacking  the  dollar  entered 
the  historical  record  and  the  numismatic  spotlight  in  1890  at  the 
iLobert  Coulton  Davis  sale.  The  R.C.  Davis  collection  was  con- 
signed intact  to  the  partnership  of  H.P.  Smith  and  David  Proskey, 
doing  business  as  New  York  Coin  and  Stamp  Company,  then  a brand 
new  firm.  The  two  known  dollars  both  somehow  ended  up  in  the 
hands  of  Stephen  K.  Nagy,  the  Philadelphia  dealer,  soon  thereafter. 
One  specimen  was  sold  to  Virgil  Brand  by  the  C.hapman  Brothers, 

1 lenry  and  Samuel  Hudson,  on  April  2,  1899 — coincidentally  the 


107th  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  Mint  Act.  The  Brand  coin, 
long  assumed  to  be  the  present  specimen,  is  thought  to  have  re- 
mained in  the  massive  Brand  estate  until  1960,  when  the  presently 
offered  coin  appeared  after  decades  of  hiding  in  the  Fairbanks  Col- 
lection sale,  held  by  Stack’s  in  December  1960.  This  example  was 
sold  twice  more  in  the  1960s,  in  the  Samuel  Wolfson  sale  (1962) 
and  Charlesjay  sale  (1967),  and  then  sold  for  the  last  time  at  auction 
in  Stack’s  1972  sale  of  the  Winner  Delp  Collection.  After  transfer 
through  two  dealer  intermediaries,  this  coin  ended  up  in  a private 
Texas  collection  in  the  late  1970s.  It  was  exhibited  with  great  ac- 
claim at  the  1979  ANA  Convention  and  at  the  Money  Museum  of 
the  National  Bank  of  Detroit  in  the  same  year.  It  most  recently  ap- 
peared in  our  September  2003  sale. 

The  other  1866  No  Motto  dollar,  after  leaving  Nagy’s  hands,  en- 
joyed a place  in  several  important  coOections  before  meeting  an  ap- 
parently tragic  end.  H.O.  Granberg,  William  Woodin,  Waldo  New- 
comer, and  Wayte  Raymond  all  owned  it — it  became  the  plate  coin 
for  the  Adams-Woodin  book  (and  later  for  all  editions  of  the  Judd 
book)  while  in  Woodin’s  possession.  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green,  with 
his  nearly  endless  resources,  reassembled  the  No  Motto  set  of  quarter, 
half,  and  dollar,  and  the  set  traded  to  F.C.C.  Boyd,  Abe  Kosoff,  and 
evenmally  to  King  Farouk  of  Egypt.  Purchased  in  the  1954  Farouk 
sale  by  Kosoff  and  Sol  Kaplan,  where  the  dollar  was  in  one  lot  and  the 
quarter  and  half  dollar  were  in  the  next  lot,  the  set  was  broken  up  and 
the  doUar  was  sold  to  Laimnot  duPont.  The  coin  was  stolen  at  gun- 
point from  Willis  duPont  and  family  in  1967  in  south  Florida  along 
with  other  famous  rarities,  including  the  unique  plain  edge  1849  Cin- 
cinnati Mining  and  T rading  Company  S 1 0.  That  coin  has  never  been 
recovered;  it  is  assumed  lost.  (Events  that  transpired  since  the  original 
writing  of  this  description  have  altered  this  assumption!) 

The  tragic  disappearance  of  the  only  other  known  specimen  has 
left  this  example,  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  unique.  (More  recent 
events,  namely  the  placement  of  the  duPont  specimen  in  the  ANA 
Museum,  still  leave  this  as  the  only  collectible  specimen.)  It  is  the 
rarest  coin  listed  among  federal  issues  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins.  It  is  the  only  certified  specimen,  (though  the  duPont 
piece  was  certified  by  NGC,  it  has  since  been  removed  from  its 
holder)  and  the  only  one  offered  at  auction  since  the  King  Farouk 
sale.  Without  risk  of  hyperbole,  this  is  among  the  most  important 
and  desirable  United  States  coins  in  existence. 

Considering  the  pride  w'e  feel  after  handling  both  specimens  of 
the  1866  No  Motto  dollar  and  watching  them  pass  from  our  hands, 
we  can  only  imagine  the  pride  of  ownership  that  the  next  owner  of 
this  piece  will  experience,  knowing  that  he  or  she  is  the  caretaker  of 
the  only  specimen  that  coin  collectors  can  ever  hope  to  own  in  the 
friture.  This  renowned  rarity,  the  subject  of  coverage  on  CNN,  BBC, 
and  newspapers  around  the  world,  may  be  counted  among  the  pan- 
theon of  the  most  famous  rare  coins  from  the  United  States  Mint. 
Once  this  opportunity  passes  by,  we  do  not  imagine  that  deep  pock- 
ets or  endless  patience  would  provide  another  chance  to  own  this 
very  important  coin. 

From  Stephen  K.  A/a^y  to  the  Chapman  Brothers  to  the  collection  of 
I 'irgil  Brand  on  April  2,  1899;  Brand  estate;  Stack’s  sale  oj  the  Fairbanks 
Collection,  December  1960,  U’f  611;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Samuel  liolfson 
Collection,  October  1962,  Dn  1425;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Charlesjay  Collec- 
tion, Octokr  1967,  Lot  182;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  If  inner  F.  Delp  Collec- 
tion, Xoifcmber  1972,  LiV  91;  dealer  intennediaries;  a Te.xas  (yntleman; 
our  sale  of  Septemkr  2003 , Lot  130;  a Texas  y^ntleman's  estate. 
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Proof  1866  Liberty  Seated  $1 

First  Year  with  Motto 


( 690  1866  Motto.  Proof-62  Cameo  (NGC).  A lovely  Proof,  with 

frosty  surfaces,  deep  mirror  fields,  and  many  other  attributes.  Very 
. conservatively  graded  at  MS-62,  in  our  opinion.  There  are  hair- 

lines, to  be  sure,  but  they  are  mostly  masked  by  the  toning.  The 
fields  are  deep  and  mirrorhke,  not  at  all  cloudy.  Interestingly,  the 
obverse  die  is  identical  to  that  used  to  coin  the  famous  1866  No 
Motto  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  of  which  just  two  are  known.  Present 
readers  will  no  doubt  recall  all  of  the  excitement  last  year  when  the 
long-lost  duPont  specimen  was  found  and  identified  by  our  staff, 
and  widely  shown  and  publicized  afterwards.  Today  it  is  an  hon- 
' ored  exhibit  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Museum 

in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

The  presently  offered  coin,  with  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
on  the  reverse,  offers  a lot  of  value  at  the  Proof-62  grade.  This 
piece  is  worthy  of  careful  study  and  consideration. 


i 

I 

i 


I 
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691  1870-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces  with  hints  of  gray 

toning.  The  first  Carson  City  dollar,  and  just  about  the  only  Lib- 
erty Seated  variety  that  comes  on  the  market  with  some  frequency. 
Everlastingly  popular. 


Golden  Toned  Mint  State  1871  Dollar 


692  1871  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces. 


Memorable  1872-CC  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 
Prooflike  Mint  State 
Condition  Census  Quality 


693  1872-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A memorable  specimen  of  one  of  the 

great  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  scries,  the  present  piece 
combines  high  grade,  sharp  strike,  and  rarity — an  ideal  blending. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  light  gold  toning  ov^r  essentially 
silver  surfaces.  The  entire  aspect  is  very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

Among  Liberty  Seated  dollars  the  Carson  City  Mint  struck  is- 
sues from  1870  through  1873.  All  are  scarce  today,  this  being  par- 
ticularly true  of the  1871-CC.  1872-CC.  and  1873-C,C..  V hen  seen 
the  typical  issue  is  apt  to  be  in  circulated  grade,  not  often  with  goixl 
eye  appeal.  The  present  piece  is  exceptional  and  will  be  a feather  in 
the  cap  of  the  advanced  specialist  in  coins  of  this  design. 

PCCiS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-6.S). 
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Octette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1878  8 
Tailfeathers.  Lustrous  with  golden  and  gray  toning  at  the  periph- 
eries ☆ 1879-0.  Lustrous  with  golden  and  blue  iridescence  at  the 
peripheries  ☆ 1882-CC.  Satiny  lustre  with  mottled  sunset  gold 
and  blue  at  the  reverse  periphery  ☆ 1883-CC  (2).  One  is  satiny 
with  just  a touch  of  golden  toning;  one  with  mottled  brownish 
gray  and  steel  blue  on  the  obverse  and  splashes  of  mottled  silver 
gray,  sea  green,  and  lilac  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1887-0.  Lustrous  with 
splashes  of  pale  golden  brown  at  the  obverse  periphery  and  brown- 
ish gray  at  the  reverse  periphery  ☆ 1891.  Satiny  with  pale  gold, 
magenta,  and  blue  at  the  obverse  periphery,  the  reverse  with  pale 
golden  toning  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1899.  Satiny  lustre  with  splashes 
of  pale  golden  orange.  (Total;  8 pieces) 

If  you  do  not  yet  have  a copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  best  selling  Whitman  publi- 
cation, The  Official  Red  Book  ofMorj^an  Dollars,  by  all  means  you  might  want  to 
add  one  to  your  library.  The  volume  is  packed  with  information  from  beginning 
to  end,  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  Morgan  dollars — how 
they  were  made,  distributed,  hoards  and  treasures,  market  values  in  different 
grades,  and  Just  about  anything  else.  Each  date  and  mint  is  described  in  detail. 
Copies  are  available  from  your  local  coin  dealer  or  by  mail  from  us  for  $16.95 
plus  S5  postage  and  handling.  If  requested,  Dave  Bowers  would  be  delighted  to 
personally  autograph  one  for  you. 


Remarkable  Prooflike  1878  Dollar 

Doubled  Tailfeathers 


(2x  photo) 

695  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  MS-66  DPL  (NGC).  Traditionally  called 

7/8  Tailfeathers,  and  so  identified  on  the  holder,  now  more  widely 
known  as  “Doubled  Tailfeathers.”  The  present  piece  is  deeply 
prooflike  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  and  stands  as  the  finest  cer- 
tified by  NGC  with  this  particular  DPL  designation.  The  details 
are  superb,  and  the  earlier  tailfeathers  (numbering  four  in  total), 
peeking  out  from  below  the  final  seven,  can  be  seen. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 
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696  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers,  Weak.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  satiny  lustre 
with  lovely  golden  toning  highlighting  the  rims.  The  variety  with 
weaker  tailfeathers,  but  not  so  weak  as  to  require  imagination! 
Traces  of  4 partial  feathers  are  visible  beneath  the  ends  of  the  final 
seven  tailfeathers. 

697  Quintette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1878  7/8 
Tailfeathers.  Frosty  lustre  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ 1878- 
CC.  Pale  mottled  lavender-gray  with  splashes  of  steel  blue  over 
lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1888-S.  Lustrous  with  faint  whispers  of  gold 
and  gray  on  the  obverse  the  reverse  with  golden  and  blue  green 
over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1892.  Satiny  with  a whisper  of  pale  ma- 
genta ☆ 1902-S.  Lustrous  with  bright  rich  golden  toning  at  the 
peripheries.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


698  1878  7 Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
silver  lustre  with  bold  cartwheels  on  both  sides.  Housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder.  A lovely  Gem. 

699  Selection  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1878  7 
Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  The  obverse  with  frosty  sunset  gold 
center  with  lilac  and  gunmetal-blue  at  the  periphery,  the  reverse  is 
lustrous  with  gold,  magenta,  and  steel  blue  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1880. 
Lustrous  with  gold,  rose,  and  sea  green  at  the  obverse  periphery, 
the  reverse  with  golden  toning  at  the  periphery 't?  1881.  Satiny 
lustre  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ 1882-S  PL.  Reflective 
surfaces  with  just  hint  of  silver  gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
with  mottled  bluish  gray  and  rose-gray  over  reflective  surfaces  ☆ 

1889- S.  Satiny  with  golden  and  blue  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 

1890- S.  Lustrous  with  faint  speckled  gray  on  the  obverse  and  rose 
on  the  reverse  1897-S.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  ot  lavender- 
gray  and  rose  toning  over  both  surfaces.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

700  Selection  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1878  7 
Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse.  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  ob- 
verse periphery,  the  reverse  with  iridescent  magenta,  blue,  and 
stinsct  orange  ^ 1878-CC.  Lustrous  with  a splash  otgold  and  blue 
at  the  reverse  rim  ☆ 1882-CC.  Lustrous  lavender-gray  with  hints 
of  rose  ☆ 1884-CC.  Mottled  lilac-gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 
18H5-S.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1887-S.  Lustrous  ☆ 1891-S.  Rose-gray 
surfaces.  (Total:  7 pieces) 


Deeply  Lustrous  1878-CC  $1 


701  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive,  well  struck, 
and  with  mottled  lilac  and  gray  toning,  not  to  overlook  some 
splashes  of  blue;  this  is  truly  a dandy  1878-CC  dollar.  First  year 
of  the  Morgan  dollar  series  and,  of  course,  first  Carson  City  year 
as  well. 

702  Quintette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1878-CC. 
Pale  golden  orange  with  steel  blue  at  the  obverse  periphery,  the 
reverse  with  golden  toning  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1879-S  3rd  Re- 
verse. Mixture  of  olive-gray,  blue-green,  orange,  and  rose  on  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse  ☆ 1897-S  (2).  One  is  lustrous  with 
splashes  of  golden  orange  on  the  obverse  and  gold,  orange,  blue, 
and  rose  on  the  reverse;  one  with  rich  blue  green,  magenta  rose, 
olive,  and  orange  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes  of 
lavender,  rose,  olive  green,  and  blue  green  ☆ 1903-0.  Mottled 
golden  orange,  magenta,  and  blue  green  on  the  obverse,  the  re- 
verse is  mottled  iridescent  blue  green  with  splashes  of  magenta 
and  gold.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

703  Selection  of  Morgan  dollars  grade  averaging  MS-60  to  MS- 

63:  ☆ 1878-S  (2)  1879  ☆ 1879-S  3rd  Reverse  (2)  ☆ 1880  ☆ 1880- 
S (2)  ☆ 1881  ☆ 1881-0  ☆ 1881-S  (2)  ☆ 1882  ☆ 1882-0  ☆ 1882- 
S ☆ 1883  (2)  ☆ 1883-0  (2)  ☆ 1884  (2)  ☆ 1884-0  (2)  ☆ 1885  (2) 
☆ 1885-0  (2)  ☆ 1886  (2)  ☆ 1887  (2)  ☆ 1888  ☆ 1888-0  (2)  ☆ 
1889  (2)  ☆ 1890  (2)  ☆ 1890-0  ☆ 1891  ☆ 1896  (2)  ☆ 1897  (2)  ☆ 
1898  (2)  ☆ 1898-0  (2)  ☆ 1899-0  (2)  ☆ 1900  ☆ 1900-0  (2)  ☆ 
1901-0  ☆ 1902  ☆ 1902-0  (2)  ☆ 1904-0  ☆ 1921-S  (2).  All  are 
lustrous  with  most  toned  in  various  shades  and  degrees.  A very 
attractive  grouping.  (Total:  60  pieces) 


704  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  gray,  magenta,  blue,  and  irides- 

cent toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  An  ideal  coin  tor  the 
buyer  who  enjoys  vivid  patination. 
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Ever-Popular  1879-CC  $1  Rarity 


705  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus- 
trous, nicely  struck,  and  ever  so  popular!  Offered  is  a dandy  speci- 
men at  the  MS-63  level,  a piece  that  has  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal 
and  will  serve  to  have  you  cross  this  rarity  from  your  want  list. 
Among  Carson  City  dollars,  this  is  third  in  rarity,  on  the  tail  of 
1889-CCand  1893-CC. 

706  Octette  of  Morgan  dollars  ☆ 1879-0  MS-61  ☆ 1880-0  MS- 
60  ☆ 1886-0  AU-58  ☆ 1891-0  MS-61  ☆ 1897-0  AU-58  (2)  ☆ 
1899-S  MS-60  ☆ 1903-0  MS-6L  An  attractive  group.  A few  with 
traces  of  toning  mostly  at  the  periphery  and  nearly  all  with  reverse 
peripheral  toning.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


707  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  sur- 

faces. Well  struck.  Light  golden  toning  around  the  surfaces.  A truly 
marvelous  coin,  not  rare  in  lower  grades,  but  exceptional  in  this 
combination  of  numerical  assignment  plus  eye  appeal. 


708  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (NGC).  3rd  Reverse,  with  slanted 

arrow  feather.  A highly  prootlike  coin,  certainly  DPL,  but  not 
designated  as  such.  Frosty  surfaces.  A very  pleasing  example  of  this 
popular  variety. 


709  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very 

attractive.  The  frost  is  a delicate  satiny  matte  finish,  very  pleasing 
to  behold.  It  is  truly  marvelous  how  the  lustre  can  vary  so  much 
among  silver  dollars  in  the  Morgan  series. 


710  Trio  of  1879-S  3rd  Reverse  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ MS-66  PL 
(PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  with  faint  speckled  toning  ☆ MS-66 
PL  (NGC).  Reflective  with  good  frost  on  the  devices  ☆ MS-66 
(NGC).  The  obverse  is  somewhat  reflective  with  deeply  frosted 
portrait,  the  reverse  is  lustrous.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

711  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
prooflike  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  A pleasing  example. 

712  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
prooflike,  the  obverse  being  a deeper  prooflike  surface  than  the 
reverse.  A few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  normal  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

713  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  a veritable  pal- 
ette of  rainbow  colors — prismatic  with  just  about  every  hue  of  the 
spectrum  visible.  No  doubt  within  the  cloth  bag  in  which  this  was 
stored,  the  face  of  the  piece  was  in  contact  with  canvas  for  many  years. 
In  contrast,  the  reverse  is  brilliant  and  lustrous  and  must  have  been  an 
“inside”  coin.  The  piece  is  well  struck  (as  are  most  of  this  variety). 


714  Trio  oftoned  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Deep  iridescent  rose,  gold,  blue-green,  and  gray  over  lustrous  sur- 
faces ☆ 1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  vivid  golden  ton- 
ing on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  a splash  of  rainbow  toning  at 
the  rim  ☆ 1885-0  MS-65  ☆ (NGC).  Iridescent  olive  green,  blue, 
and  rose  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 
golden  toning  at  the  rim.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  1880-CC  Dollar 

8 Over  High  7 


715  1880-CC  8 Over  High  7.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen 

of  this  variety,  simply  labeled  as  1880-CC  on  the  holder.  Rich 
satiny  lustre,  lull  brilliance,  and  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal  combine 
to  make  this  a very  special  piece. 

Another  Superb  1880-CC  Dollar 

8 Over  High  7 


716  1880-CC  8 Over  High  7.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  specimen, 
deeply  and  richly  lustrous  and  attractive.  On  this  piece  the  8 over 
high  7 is  mentioned  on  the  holder. 

717  Group  of  Morgan  dollars  housed  in  GSA  holders:  ☆ 1880- 
CC  8 over  high  7.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  lightly  frosted  devices  ☆ 
1881-CC  MS-63.  Satiny  lustre  with  a splash  of  golden  toning  at 
the  reverse  nm  ☆ 1882-CC  MS-63.  Satin  lustre  with  golden  rose 
at  the  rims  ☆ 1883-CC  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  faint  rose 
highlights  ☆ 1884-CC  (2)  MS-64;  one  MS-62.  Both  are  lustrous 
with  hints  of  pale  golden  toning  1885-CC  MS-63.  Lustrous. 
(Total:  7 pieces) 


718  1880/79-CC  2nd  Reverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  rainbow  of 
pastels  drape  halt  ot  the  obverse,  while  the  remaining  surfaces  are 
brilliant.  Bagrnarks  as  seen  on  many  GSA  dollars  account  for  the 
grade.  Housed  in  a GSA  holder  and  certified  by  NGC. 

719  Quartette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1880-CC. 
Mottled  gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with 
mottled  gray,  rose,  and  blue-green  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1881-CC. 
Splashes  of  mottled  rose  and  bluish  gray  on  the  obverse,  the  re- 
verse with  splashes  of  faint  rose  ☆ 1890-CC.  Lustrous  with  golden 
orange,  magenta,  and  blue  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1891  -CC.  Satiny  cham- 
pagne rose  with  splashes  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total: 
4 pieces) 

720  Quartette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1881-CC. 
Satiny  with  pale  golden  gray  on  the  obverse  and  a splash  of  pale 
gold  and  sea  green  on  the  reverse  it  1883-S.  Lustrous  with  deli- 
cate silver  gray  surfaces  and  hints  of  gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1 885- 
CC.  Splashes  of  pale  rose-gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with 
rose  toning  ☆ 1901 -S.  Lustrous.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

721  Quartette  of  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1881-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Re- 
flective with  whispers  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 1883-0  MS-65  PL 
(PCGS).  Reflective  with  lightly  frosted  devices  ☆ 1896  MS-65 
PL  (PCGS).  Frosty  lilac-gray  over  reflective  surfaces  on  the  ob- 
verse, the  reverse  is  predominately  brilliant  it  1899-0  MS-66 
(PCGS).  Satiny  with  delicate  golden  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


722  1882-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Rich  golden  iridescence  with  bold  high- 

lights of  blue-green  at  the  peripheries. 
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Rainbow  Toned  1883-CC  $1  Gem 
Finest  NGC  Grade,  No  Others 


723  1883-CC  MS-67  ★ (NGC).  A splendid  piece.  Among  chose  be- 

ing assigned  a ★ for  quality,  this  piece  is  highest  on  the  NGC  ros- 
ter and  the  only  one  at  this  level.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well 
struck  with  excellent  detail.  The  obverse  has  a mottled  palette  ex- 
hibiting gold,  magenta,  green,  blue,  and  heather,  over  satiny  lus- 
trous surfaces.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a whisper 
otgold  toning  around  the  borders.  This  1883-CC  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  that  could  exist  either  in  reality  or  in  theory! 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  ☆ designation. 


Highly  Important  1883-S  Dollar 
Lustrous  Gem 


Prooflike  Gem  1883-CC  Dollar 


724  1883-CC  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Not  only  prooflike  but  deep 

mirror  prooflike,  or  DMPL,  with  cameo  designs  and  letters  in  con- 
trast. A lovely  example. 


725  1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  A deeply  toned  gem  from  the  GSA 

hoard,  still  in  its  original  government  holder  and  certified  by  NGC. 
Deep  rainbow  toning  covering  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is 
mostly  brilliant  save  for  an  arc  of  soft  gold  and  lilac  around  the 
bottom  rim. 


(2.\  photo) 

726  1883-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Quite  well 

struck.  A highly  important  example  of  this  key  issue,  not  often 
seen  in  MS-65  grade  and,  when  it  is,  not  usually  with  such  eye 
appeal.  This  coin  has  everything! 
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727  1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  One  picture  is  worth  a thousand  words 
and  once  glance  at  this  coin  during  lot  viewing  would  probably 
supercede  a thousand  words  of  text,  the  coin  in  a single  word  is 
^^orgeous.  The  obverse  and  reverse  have  rich  light  golden  toning  at 
the  centers,  changing  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders,  all  over  deep 
mirror  fields  and  frosted  surfaces.  We  think  so  highly  of  this  coin 
to  venture  to  suggest  that  if  you  are  seeking  a Proof-65  or  66,  check 
this  one  out  and  we  imagine  it  will  do  just  fine!  It  certainly  is  one 
ot  the  most  beautiful  Proof  Morgan  dollars  we  have  ever  beheld. 

728  1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  prooflike. 
Light  toning. 

Toned  1884-S  $1 


730  1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  with  nearly  full 

original  lustre.  About  as  close  as  a coin  can  be  to  Mint  State  with- 


732  1886-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Fairly  well 
struck  for  1886-0.  A particularly  choice  piece  which  lives  up  to 
the  designated  grade.  As  such,  this  key  date  and  mint  will  receive 
much  attention. 

733  1886-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Scat- 
tered marks  here  and  there  define  the  grade.  No  doubt  if  the  piece 
were  not  prooflike,  the  contact  marks  would  be  hidden  in  the  lus- 
tre, and  it  would  qualify  for  a grade  or  tw'o  higher. 

The  1886-0  is  a truly  marvelous  coin  in  numismatic  annals,  a 
great  “believe  it  or  not”  situation.  In  the  grade  of  VF-20  it  cata- 
logues S17  in  the  current  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  while 
at  MS-65  it  is  $200,000,  or  over  1,000  times  more! 


734  1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  golden  and  irides- 
cent toning  around  the  borders  on  both  sides.  Far  above  average 
strike.  An  ideal  representative  of  this  popular  date,  conservatively 
graded  (opinion)  at  the  level  stated  here. 

735  Pair  of  Mint  State  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1888  MS-66  (NGC). 
Lovely  satiny  lustre  ☆ 1890-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  champagne 
with  gold  and  sea  green  at  the  obverse  periphery,  the  reverse  with 
yellow  and  deep  rich  golden  brown.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Gorgeous  Proof  1884  Dollar 
Vivid  Iridescent  Toning 
Old-Time  Quality 


729  1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Soft  lilac  and  rose  over  the  obverse  sur- 

face, while  the  reverse  is  predominately  brilliant.  Good  lustre  and 
a respectable  example  of  the  grade. 


Lustrous  1884-S  Dollar 


731  Quartette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  AU-58:  ☆ 1884-S  ☆ 
1894-0  ☆ 1896-O'w’  1901. Each  is  attractive  with  shades  of  golden 
toning  at  the  reverse  peripheries.  A couple  with  gold  at  the  ob- 
verse rims.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Choice  1886-0  Morgan  Dollar 


out  actually  crossing  the  line  (stay  tuned — grade  interpretations 
do  change,  and  perhaps  this  will  evolve  into  Mint  State).  In  any 
event,  it  certainly  is  an  attractive  piece,  a “high  end”  AU-5H  and 
well  worth  owning. 
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ProoHike  1889-CC  $1  Rarity 

Among  the  Finest 


(2.\  photo) 


736  1889-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  A wonderful  coin,  prooflike,  and 

among  the  finest  graded  by  PCCS  in  this  combination  of  surface 
and  grade  level.  The  strike  is  quite  good,  the  brilliance  is  all  there, 
and  only  the  contact  marks  serve  to  designate  this  as  MS-63.  Most 
of  those  are  on  the  obverse,  and  the  reverse,  if  graded  separately,  is 
clearly  a 64  it  not  a 65. 

Among  all  Morgan  dollars  from  the  Carson  City  Mint,  the 
1889-C'C  takes  the  laurels  in  terms  of  rarity  in  Mint  State.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  demand  for  them,  they  are  not  often  found  in  dealers’ 
stneks.  simply  because  they  come  and  go  so  quickly! 


Circulated  1889-CC  Dollar 


737  1889-CC  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  toning  over  well-worn 

surfaces,  an  1889-CC  dollar  that  must  have  taken  part  in  many 
poker  games  m the  West.  Today,  the  1889-CC  is  elusive  in  all 
grades,  but  most  are  in  one  degree  or  another  of  Mint  State.  Ac- 
cordingly, perhaps  we  could  call  this  a rci'crsc  condition  rarity'!  There 
is  no  doubt  it  will  be  just  right  for  someone  seeking  an  example  of 
this  key  issue  who  does  not  want  to  pay  a Mint  State  price. 

Popular  1890-CC  Dollar 


738  1890-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well  struck. 

Essentially  silver  at  the  centers  with  some  iridescence  around  the 
border.  Scattered  contact  marks  are  visible,  particularly  on  the 
obverse,  and  were  factored  in  by  PCGS  when  assigning  the  grade. 

Another  Mint  State  1890-CC  $1 


739  1890-CC  MS-63.  Satiny  silver  surfaces  with  nice  lustre  on  both 

sides.  Brilliant  with  some  bagmarks.  but  none  too  serious.  Housed 
in  a GSA  holder. 
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740  1890-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  deeply  lustrous. 

A dandy  example  ot  this  popular  San  Francisco  issue.  Coins  like 
this  make  collecting  Morgan  dollars  a very  popular  specialty. 


Gem  1891  Morgan  Dollar 


741  1891  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  light  golden 

brown  at  the  borders.  Fairly  well  struck.  Some  scattered  surface 
marks  as  might  be  expected.  Elusive  in  certified  grades  of  MS-65 
or  higher,  m comparison  to  the  population  at  lower  levels. 


Lovely  Proof  1892  Morgan  Dollar 


743  1892  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  attractive  and  vivid  gold  and  n genta 

toning  around  parts  of  the  borders.  Well  struck  and  dcply  ' ■■om 
A very  appealing  example  of  the  1 892  Idiiladelphia  N'  . • 

Appealing  1892-CC  Dollar 


744  1892-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Light  lavender  ton- 

ing. Very  well  struck.  An  especially  appealing  example  that  cer- 
tainly could  challenge  a number  of  MS-65  coins  in  a combination 
of  technical  grade,  plus  eye  appeal,  plus  overall  desirability.  Check 
this  one  out  and  bid  accordingly! 


745  1892-CC  MS-62.  Prooflike  fields  with  light  frosted  devices.  Bril- 

liant and  appealing. 


742  1892  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  Proof  example  with  somewhat 

muted  gray-gold  toning  over  mirrored  surfaces.  Some  light  strik- 
ing above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  typical  for  the  date.  Although  1,245 
Proofs  were  made  this  year,  a record  high  figure  for  the  era,  it  is 
likely  that  most  were  spent.  The  occasion  for  the  exceptional  pro- 
duction, which  extended  to  the  other  silver  denominations,  was 
probably  interest  anticipated  from  the  World’s  Columbian  Expo- 
sition publicity.  We  can  envision  the  scenario  in  which  the  Barber 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  were  kept  by  collectors,  representing 
the  first  year  of  that  design,  while  dollars  were  spent,  as  relatively 
few  specialized  in  coins  of  this  high  denomination. 
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Key  1892-S  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


(2.\  photo) 

746  1892-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  above  average  in  strike,  and  with 

attractive  lustre,  this  is  a very  satisfying  1892-S  Morgan  dollar.  In- 
deed, we  believe  it  is  conservatively  graded,  perhaps  undergraded 
by  a number  or  two.  Examine  it  carefully  and,  if  you  agree,  bid  a 
“stretch"  price,  more  than  an  ordinary  MS-61  might  sell  for. 


Lustrous  1892-S  Dollar 


747  1892-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a hint  of  golden  ton- 

ing. Most  lustre  still  remains.  Fairly  well  struck.  A nice  example, 
short  of  Mint  State  and  thus  highly  affordable,  of  one  of  the  keys 
in  the  Morgan  dollars  series. 


748  1893  MS-63.  Gray  and  blue  toning,  probably  artificial,  over  lus- 
trous surfaces.  Popular  Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  As  opinions  may 
vary,  check  this  one  out  before  bidding. 

749  1893  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  splendid  hght  magenta,  gold,  and  elec- 
tric blue  on  the  obverse,  combined  with  a mixture  of  blue,  ma- 
genta, and  gray  on  the  reverse.  Ideal  for  the  buyer  who  appreciates 
colorful  patination. 

750  1893  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  wisps  of  gold  around  the 
borders.  Nicely  struck.  A very  appealing  example  at  this  grade. 

751  Quartette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1893.  Pale 
lavender,  blue  green,  gold,  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
with  bright  rose  center  changing  to  magenta  then  to  iridescent 
blue  at  the  rims  ☆ 1898-S.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  gold  ☆ 1900-S. 
Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1903-0.  Lus- 
trous with  just  a whisper  of  rose.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

752  1893  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A very  “high 
end”  MS-61  coin. 

753  1893  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  With  quite  a few  more 
contact  marks  than  the  preceding,  which  goes  to  show  how  sub- 
jective grading  can  be.  Desirable  as  a scarce  Philadelphia  date. 


AMI  RICIAN  numismatic:  RARI  TIES 


149 


I T he  Khnnywood  Collection 


Important  1893-CC  Dollar 


I 754  1893-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre,  bril- 

^ liant  with  a tew  iridescent  toning  areas  at  the  rim — this  about 

I sums  up  the  present  coin.  Among  Carson  City  dollars  the  1893- 

i CC  is  second  only  to  the  1889-CC.  By  far  the  majority  of  1893- 

I CC  dollars  are  very  “baggy,”  the  present  piece  being  a remark- 

I able  exception.  Although  it  is  graded  MS-61,  we  venture  to  sug- 

! gest  that  in  terms  of  market  value  it  stands  nicely  with  pieces  graded 

I a number  or  two  higher.  Inspect  it  in  person  and  we  believe  you 

I will  agree. 


755  1893-CC  EF-45.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Obverse  lightly  cleaned  at 

one  time.  Reverse  with  lilac  toning.  Date  and  mintmark  sharp. 
Always  in  demand. 


Elusive  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 


756  1893-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat  lightly 

struck  at  the  centers  (not  that  this  is  mentioned  much),  this  being 
typical.  A lustrous  example  of  a New  Orleans  variety  that  becomes 
quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  comparison  to  the  demand  for  it. 


Elusive  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 


757  1893-0  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  About  typical  strike 

for  the  date  and  mint,  and  thus  possibly  not  needing  comment 
(but  we  give  it  anyway).  A very  appealing  example  with  a great 
deal  of  “life”  to  it.  Scattered  surface  marks  are  seen,  particularly 
on  the  obverse,  as  usual  for  the  grade.  This  piece  is  worth  a spe- 
cial look. 
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Landmark  1893-S  Dollar 
Gorgeous  Mint  State 
Sharply  Struck,  Super  Eye  Appeal 


758  1893-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Every  once  in  awhile  in  examining  and 

cataloguing  Morgan  dollars,  one  of  oiir  favorite  series,  we  come 
across  a piece  that  is  truly  special,  w'orld  class,  that  will  be  forever 
remembered.  Such  an  occasion  is  now,  with  the  piece  offered  here. 
The  1893-S  dollar  is  the  be-all  and  end-all  among  Morgan  issues. 
How  many  exist  that  compare  to  this  piece  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing,  for  if  there  was  ever  a meal  ticket  for  a grading  service, 
the  1893-S  dollar  is  it — a lot  of  pieces  have  been  submitted,  resub- 
mitted, then  re-resubmitted,  until  making  an  evaluation  from  cer- 
tification reports  is  meaningless.  Accordingly,  we  expand  on  our 
own  experience,  which  may  be  more  relevant.  Over  a period  of 
decades,  the  number  of  equal  or  finer  pieces  that  have  passed 
through  our  portals  can  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  A 
significant  remark,  we  believe. 


The  obverse  die  is  somewhat  proofiike,  the  result  of  it  being 
given  a light  polish,  the  striae  of  which  can  be  seen  under  high 
magnification.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  none  finer  ever  seen. 
On  the  reverse  the  details  are  all  present,  the  eagle’s  feathers,  the 
ribs  in  the  laurel  leaves,  you  name  it.  The  coin  is  prooflike  on 
this  side  as  well.  Going  beyond  certification  numbers  and  enter- 
ing the  aspect  of  eye  appeal,  we  would  be  very  surprised  if  any 
MS-64  silver  dollar  in  the  wide  world  of  numismatics  has  nicer 
eye  appeal  than  this. 

It  you  have  been  a Morgan  dollar  specialist  for  a long  time  and 
lack  this  pivotal  piece  to  crown  your  achievement,  consider  the 
present  piece  very  carefully.  It  is  a coin  that  will  give  a lifetime  of 
pleasure. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  7 finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Another  1893-S  $1 


759  1893-S  VG-8,  but  with  old  scratches  evident  on  the  reverse.  Me- 

dium gray  surfaces  and  pleasing  other  than  the  noted  defects.  Al- 
ways a popular  date,  being  one  of  the  toughest  in  the  series,  and  as 
such  an  example  in  any  grade  is  likely  to  be  very  desirable  to  a 
large  number  of  collectors.  The  present  example  is  far  from  the 
lofty  grade  of  the  piece  offered  above,  but  it  is  far  more  typical  for 
the  issue. 

Lustrous  1894  Dollar 


760  1894  MS-60.  A lustrous  example  with  lull  mint  frost  on  obverse 

and  reverse.  On  the  cheek  there  are  some  horizontal  slide  marks 
(too  bad  they  are  not  somewhere  else).  Overall  the  quality  is  higher 
than  normally  seen  for  a coin  of  this  grade  designation. 

Near  Mint  State  1894  $1 


761  1894  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous,  about  as  close  to  Mint 

State  as  can  be,  without  actually  being  there — or  perhaps  it  is 
opinions  vary.  We  like  to  be  conservative.  Nicely  struck  with  rich 
lustre  combined  with  delicate  toning  around  the  borders.  A dandy 
example. 


Choice  1894-S  Dollar 


762  1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  deeply  lustrous,  and  quite  well 

struck,  the  present  piece  is  a paradigm  of  the  MS-64  grade — all 
the  connoisseur  would  hope  for.  The  surfaces  are  richly  frosty,  w'ith 
a lot  of  “life,”  accented  by  lightly  mottled  delicate  toning.  If  we 
were  collecting  Morgan  dollars  at  the  MS-64  level,  we  would  latch 
on  to  this  piece  quickly! 


763  1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous,  a 
dandy  1894-S  at  the  MS-63  level.  To  our  eyes  this  is  a piece  well 
worth  owning. 

764  1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  toning  around  the 
borders.  Another  splendid  Morgan  dollar. 

Scarce  1895-0  Morgan  Dollar 


765  1895-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a few  faint  hair- 

lines and  signs  of  mild  friction  on  the  highest  points  that  account 
for  the  grade.  A branch  mint  rarity  m AU  or  finer,  whose  price 
soars  once  the  Mint  State  mark  is  crossed  making  a nice  AU  ex- 
ample particularly  desirable.  One  ofjust  450,000  pieces  minted. 
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Rare  1895-0  Dollar 


766  1895-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  most  of  the  original  lus- 

tre still  remaining.  Light  evidence  of  circulation,  but  quite  attrac- 
tive overall,  an  ideal  example  at  the  AU-55  level. 

Another  1895-0  Morgan  $1 


767  1895-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  brilliant  with  soft  friction 

on  the  high  points  and  fields  that  account  for  the  grade. 


768  1895-0  Net  AU-50,  sharpness  of  AU-58.  Surface  marks  here 

and  there,  including  some  on  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty,  inviting  in- 
person  inspection  to  determine  their  financial  impact.  Typical 
strike  for  1895-0,  w’ith  some  lightness  at  the  centers.  One  of  the 
key  issues  among  New  Orleans  dollars,  significantly  rarer  than  most 
others. 

Worthwhile  1895-S  Dollar 


769  1895-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  hilly  lustrous.  A worth- 

while example  of  this  scarce  issue.  Brilliant  with  just  a whisper  of 
golden  toning.  Marks  here  and  there,  as  expected  for  the  MS-61 
grade,  but  still  with  a lot  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal.  This  is  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  seen  so  designated. 
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Ultra-Grade  1896  Proof  Dollar 

Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo 


(2x  photo) 

770  1896  Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  One  picture  is  worth  a thou- 

sand words,  and  instead  of  defining  perfection  in  a Morgan  dollar, 
perhaps  we  could  request  that  anyone  interested  view  this  coin.  In- 
deed, it  could  not  have  been  any  different  the  day  it  was  struck. 

Of  the  762  minted,  few  are  so  nice  today.  For  the  buyer  on  a 
quest  for  a “trophy”  Proof  Morgan  dollar  this  may  fill  the  bill. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1896  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

771  1896  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  sur- 

faces. A splendid  com  appearing  as  it  must  have  on  the  day  it  was 
struck  and  gently  taken  from  the  dies.  Relatively  few  exist  at  this 
certified  grade  in  combination  with  simply  breathtaking  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  8;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo 
finest). 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1896  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

111  1896  Proof-66  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A beautiful  specimen 

closely  approaching  perfection.  Frosted  surfaces,  deep  mirrored 
fields,  and  light  champagne  toning  add  to  the  overall  beauty.  Few 
existing  pieces  are  this  nice. 

l’(X;S  i’opiil.ition:  S;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


773  1896  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Some  hints  of  light  gold  are  seen 

over  essentially  brilliant  silver  surfaces.  Mirrorlike  fields.  A very 
highly  prooflike  circulation  strike,  per  the  certification. 


Key  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 


774  1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS) . Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  ton- 

ing overall,  and  with  an  iridescent  area  at  the  rim  below  the  date. 
Extremely  well  struck  and  with  good  frost  and  “life,”  a remarkable 
coin  in  this  regard,  as  many  dollars  of  1896-0  are  dull  and  lifeless. 

Among  New  Orleans  Mint  dollars  this  is  one  of  the  more  elu- 
sive in  higher  grades.  The  situation  is  somewhat  parallel  to  that  of 
the  18<S6-0,  inasmuch  as  in  the  present  instance  a VF-20  1896-0 
catalogues  for  S 18  in  the  Guide  Book,  but  it  takes  S 150, ()()()  to  land 
an  MS-65.  While  we  would  like  nothing  better  than  to  offer  an 
MS-65,  and  certainly  it  would  play  to  an  enthusiastic  gallery  of 
bidders,  we  cannot  help  but  think  that  the  present  coin,  lustrous 
and  very  attractive,  offers  a great  value  for  the  money,  probably 
realizing  just  a few  thousand  dollars,  its  current  market  level. 


Important  1896-0  Dollar 


775  1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  partially  prootlike  sur- 

face, nicely  struck,  and  with  good  eye  appeal.  This  piece  will  till 
the  proper  niche  in  a collection  at  this  level.  Some  contact  marks 
are  seen  on  the  cheek  and  define  the  grade.  Absent  these,  the  com 
would  probably  be  called  MS-()2. 
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780  1899-0  5%  off  center.  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  ofMS-63,  cleaned 
at  one  time.  An  important  and  dramatic  silver  dollar  error.  Off- 
center  by  5%  or  so  (a  substantial  margin  for  a silver  dollar),  to  just 
left  of  the  exact  12:00  position.  The  dentils  are  entirely  off  the 
planchet  at  the  top  of  the  obverse  and  hug  the  rim  at  the  base  of 
the  reverse.  The  improper  positioning  of  the  planchet  in  the  coin- 
ing chamber  did  not  let  the  collar  naturally  assume  its  intended 
position,  but  there  is  a short  area  of  reeding  above  UNITED  and 
MERICA  adjacent  to  the  reverse  (which  means  that  the  obverse 
was  in  top  position  when  struck).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  good 
eye  appeal  and  cartwheel,  but  the  area  in  front  of  the  face  and  on 
Liberty’s  profile  was  lightly  polished  at  one  time,  leaving  some 
hairlines.  The  reverse  appears  untouched  and  ot  full  MS-h3  or 
better  quality  ifjudged  alone.  A very  desirable  New  Orleans  error. 

781  1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  somewhat 
proofiikc.  Some  light  toning  at  the  rims.  A splendid  example  ot 
the  date,  mint,  and  assigned  grade. 


779  1899-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  very 

close  in  quality  to  a Philadelphia  Mint  Proof  A delight.  Among 
DMPL  coins  there  are  some  that  are  “nice,”  and  others  that  are 
not,  as  connoisseurs  and  specialists  know  well.  Often  the  deep 
mirror  surface  accents  marks  and  abrasions.  That  said,  the  present 
piece,  while  it  does  have  some  contact  marks,  is  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen.  Moreover,  the  strike  is  exquisite,  one  oi  the 
sharpest  and  best  defined  imaginable.  Although  this  coin  is  not 
expensive  in  terms  of  market  value  guides,  the  quality  is  all  there 
and  we  would  not  be  surprised  if  it  brought  a healthy  premium 
over  what  might  be  normally  expected. 


Rare  Off-Center  1899-0  $1 


777  1897-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck 

with  full  hair  details  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear  and  lull  detinition  of 
the  eagle’s  breast  feathers.  An  elusive  date  in  higher  Mint  State 
grades  despite  the  sizable  mintage  of  slightly  more  than  four  mil- 
lion pieces.  Of  more  than  2,700  pieces  seen  by  NGC,  only  30 
grade  finer  than  the  presently  offered  example. 

Exceptional  Grade  1898-S  Dollar 


Important  1896-S  Dollar 


776  1896-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A 

truly  excellent  example  of  an  1896-S  dollar — one  of  the  key  issues 
in  the  series.  In  our  opinion,  MS-63  represents  an  ideal  compro- 
mise between  high  quality  and  low  price.  The  problem  is  that  MS- 
63  is  simply  a number,  and  in  the  marketplace  the  quality  can  vary 
widely.  The  present  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  at 
this  level,  and  we  highly  recommend  it  for  your  consideration. 

Elusive  1897-0  Dollar 


778  1898-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  1898-S  dollar,  this  piece  has 

mottled  gray  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse,  probably  from 
contact  with  a cloth  bag.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  and  somewhat 
proofiikc.  Some  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  no  doubt  taken 
into  consideration  by  NGC.  While  over  100  pieces  have  been  cata- 
logued at  this  grade  or  higher,  the  population  is  actually  quite  small 
in  relation  to  the  fantastic  demand  for  Morgan  silver  dollars— tar 
and  away  the  most  popular  19th-century  senes  to  collect. 
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Ultra  Cameo  Proof  1900  $1 


(2x  photo) 

782  1900  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and 

designated  as  “ultra”  cameo  (although,  presumably,  all  Proof  1900 
dollars  are  this  way).  However,  the^^rade  is  certainly  “ultra,”  as  not 
many  exist  at  this  level  or  higher.  Proof  Morgan  dollars  of  all  dates 
suffered  a fairly  high  attrition  rate  in  terms  of  handling.  It  would 
be  a challenge  to  put  together  a nice  set  in  the  Proof-64  or  Proof- 
65  level  it  eye  appeal  is  factored  into  the  eejuation. 

NCiC  C^ensus:  2;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo). 


783  1900-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  This 
piece  is  actually  full  MS-65  or  even  finer,  in  our  opinion,  but  on 
the  obverse  are  many  parallel  planchet  striations  caused  by  the  draw 
bench  at  the  end  of  the  planchet  strip  preparation  process.  How 
nice  it  would  be  it  instead  of  using  a single  number  an  expansive 
description  could  be  given.  In  that  instance,  here  is  a trial  offering: 
MS-66,  very  few  contact  marks.  Full  original  brilliance  with  deli- 
cate toning.  However,  on  the  obverse  there  are  many  parallel  planchet 
striations  caused  by  the  strip  preparation  process.  Sometimes  these 
are  squeezed  out  or  flattened  during  the  pressure  of  striking,  but 
in  this  instance  they  are  visible,  particularly  under  magnification. 

784  Pair  of  NGC-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 190()-S  MS-64.  Bril- 
liant, lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1928  MS-62.  ILich  golden  gray  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


An  interesting  and  probably  rare  view  of  fractional  currency  notes 
being  printed  at  the  Treasury  Department  circa  1863,  before  the  Bu- 
reau ofEngraving  & Printing  came  into  being.  Sheets  of  fractional  cur- 
rency were  printed  by  hand.  The  steel  plate  was  inked  with  a roller  (see 
center  foreground),  after  which  impressions  were  taken  by  pressure. 
The  lady  in  the  left  foreground  is  probably  counting  or  recording 
printed  notes. 
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Choice  1901  Morgan  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

785  1901  MS-63  (NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous,  and  thoroughly  choice 

Mint  State  1901  dollar,  very  rare  in  this  format.  Another  signifi- 
cant opportunity  from  this  part  of  the  Kennywood  Collection  sale, 
the  present  piece  will  attract  wide  competition. 

The  circulation  strike  mintage  of  the  1901  was  very  extensive, 
amounting  to  6,962,800  pieces,  however  it  is  likely  that  virtually 
all  were  put  into  circulation  at  or  near  the  time  of  mintage,  for 
today  well  worn  pieces  are  exceedingly  common.  Mint  State  ex- 
amples are  not  known  to  have  been  saved  by  even  a single  collec- 
tor, as  numismatists  of  the  era  simply  bought  Proofs.  Accordingly, 
the  survival  of  a coin  such  as  this  is  a matter  of  very  rare  chance. 


Mint  State  1901  Morgan  Dollar 


786  1901  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Light  golden 
toning.  A very  nice  example.  The  1901  in  MS-65  is  valued  at 
$150,000  in  the  Guide  Book,  with  no  assurance,  of  course,  that  a 
check  for  this  amount  would  find  one.  The  present  coin  is  indeed 
Mint  State-62,  and  has  contact  marks,  but  the  price  differential  is 
so  great  that  we  cannot  help  but  think  that  it  offers  a tremendous 
value  for  the  price  paid. 

787  1902-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A whisper  of 
golden  toning  is  on  the  reverse.  A splendid  coin  to  add  to  a collec- 
tion being  formed  at  the  MS-63  level.  We  wouldn’t  mind  owning 
it  ourselves! 

Essential  1903-S  Morgan  Dollar 

Desirable  MS-63 


788  1903-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre,  a “high 

end”  example  of  the  MS-63  grade,  this  piece  may  well  prove  to  be 
a “must  have”  coin  for  adding  to  a set  at  the  MS-63  designation. 
The  present  sale  offers  many  such  opportunities,  a veritable  play- 
ground for  the  MS-63  specialist  (with  enough  higher  and  lower 
grade  pieces  to  appeal  as  well).  Obviously,  the  connoisseur  selected 
this  coin  with  great  care.  Among  San  Francisco  dollars,  this  is  one 
of  the  scarcer  issues. 
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Gem  1904  Dollar 


789  1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  silver  gray  surfaces  with  faint 
gold  toning  at  the  rims.  Though  this  issue  is  fairly  available  in  Mint 
State,  the  number  of  pieces  available  at  the  gem  level  drops  off 
considerably,  in  fact,  NGC  has  graded  just  four  specimens  finer 
than  the  one  presently  offered.  Slight  strike  softness  is  noted,  mostly 
at  the  periphery  and  eagle’s  breast  feathers  as  is  typical. 

790  1904-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Silver  with 
delicate  gold  toning.  Deep  mirror  surface  save  for  a “halo”  of  frost 
around  the  portrait.  DMFL  dollars  play  to  a special  audience,  and  if 
these  appeal  to  you,  you  may  wish  to  bid  liberally  on  this  one. 


791  1904-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  smooth,  satiny  lustre.  Fairly  well 

struck.  Some  hairlines  are  noted.  A coin  with  a very  attractive  ap- 
pearance. 


792  1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  gray  and  brown  ton- 

ing on  the  obverse,  light  gold  on  the  reverse,  over  satiny  lustrous 
surfaces.  The  192 1-S  dollars  (along  with  Philadelphia  and  Denver 
coins)  arc,  of  course,  a study  in  themselves  and  cannot  be  com- 
pared with  earlier  dates.  Among  the  three  issues  of  this  year,  the 
1921-S  is  most  difficult  to  find. 


Gem  1921  Peace  Dollar 


High  Relief  Issue 


793  1921  Peace.  MS-65  ★ (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very  attrac- 

tive, this  certainly  is  one  of  the  nicest  1921  Peace  dollars  you  will 
ever  see.  There  is  some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  center,  as  is  stan- 
dard for  this  issue,  but  which  is  not  reflected  by  the  certification 
services  or  scarcely  ever  in  print.  The  striking  process  could  not 
bring  up  the  full  design  details  in  the  center,  and  it  was  for  pre- 
cisely this  reason  that  the  relief  of  the  dies  was  made  shallow  for 
use  in  1922  and  later  years. 

Gem  1921  Peace  Dollar 

Above  Average  Strike 


794  1921  Peace,  High  Relief.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  speci- 

men with  light  golden  toning.  Areas  of  light  striking  at  the  center 
are  normal,  however,  among  1921  Peace  dollars  the  present  coin  is 
especially  well  defined,  easily  ranking  it  in  the  top  5%  we  have 
ever  seen.  Although  all  details  are  not  present,  most  are.  An  ex- 
ceptional coin  worthy  of  an  exceptional  bid. 


795  1921  Peace.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Some  light- 
ness at  the  center,  but  significantly  better  than  usually  seen,  perhaps 
worth  a premium  as  such.  This  coin  could  easily  be  graded  MS-65 
in  our  opinion.  However,  the  obverse  die  was  not  completely  fin- 
ished, and  it  shows  many  raised  preparation  marks,  which  to  the 
uninitiated  might  appear  as  hairlines.  Actually,  under  m.ignifica- 
tion  this  piece  is  quite  a study.  If  during  the  lot  viewing  process 
you  have  extra  time,  we  suggest  you  examine  it  carefully.  In  con- 
trast, the  reverse  die  was  completely  finished  and  has  no  such  prepa- 
ration lines. 

796  1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  A brilliant  gem  Peace  dollar,  perfect  to  rep- 
resent the  type  in  a high  end  type  set.  Extraordinarilv  lustrous  and 
boldly  attractive. 
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797  Pair  ot  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCCiS);  ☆ 1924.  Silver  gray  “ 

surfaces  ☆ 1925.  Satiny  lustre  with  a whisper  of  rose.  (Total:  2 _ TI4ADE  DOLLARS 

pieces) 


798  1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A boldly  lustrous  gem  example  with 

full  mint  brilliance  and  exceptional  eye  appeal,  even  at  this  high 
grade.  Nicely  struck  and  quite  desirable,  as  branch  Mint  Peace 
dollars  graded  in  excess  of  MS-65  are  rather  rare. 


Superb  Gem  1935-S  Peace  Dollar 


799  1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  satiny  surfaces  with  silver  Mint 

brilliance  and  just  a trace  of  soft  champagne  toning  accenting  each 
side.  The  lustre  is  truly  superb  and  the  eye  appeal  is  exceptional. 
Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  final  branch  mint  issue  of  the 
design  type,  PCGS  having  seen  only  a single  piece  that  they  deemed 
worthy  of  a finer  grade. 


Gem  1873-S  Trade  Dollar 
Lustrous  MS-65 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

800  1873-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  the  first 

San  Francisco  trade  dollar,  this  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen.  It  is  from  an  early  mating  of  the  dies,  with  parallel  die  striae  or 
finish  marks  visible  on  both  sides.  On  later  strikings  they  wore  away. 
There  is  lightness  at  the  e.agle’s  leg  at  the  lower  right,  npical. 

N(;C  Census:  .L  1 finer  (MS-67). 

Near  the  entrsway  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Museum  m 
Coioraefo  Springs  stands  a large  Morgan  & Drr  press  shipped  to  San  Francis,  o 
in  1873  and  used  specifically  to  coin  trade  dollars.  The  press  has  Iscen  is  stonM 
and  makes  a great  attraction. 
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Gem  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 


801  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  heather,  gray,  and  gold 

toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  An  e.xceptionally  high-grade  e.xample 
ot  the  1875-S.  Indeed,  only  four  have  been  given  a higher  number 
by  NGC,  all  MS-66. 

While  the  1875-CC  is  available  easily  enough  in  worn  grades, 
at  the  gem  level  it  is  quite  elusive,  particularly  in  proportion  to  the 
demand  for  it. 


802  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with 

satiny  “creamy”  lustre,  fairly  good  strike  (except  for  the  eagle’s  leg 
on  the  right  of  the  reverse),  and  good  eye  appeal.  Some  scattered 
marks  here  and  there  are  typical  for  the  grade.  Interestingly,  the 
reverse  is  from  a shattered  die.  This  coin  will  serve  well  for  the 
ty'pe  or  variety  collector.  The  eye  appeal  is  all  there. 


803  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  attractive  ex- 

ample, brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Exceptionally  well 
struck  in  all  areas,  including  the  eagle’s  leg  on  the  right  reverse 
(one  of  the  places,  together  with  the  obverse  stars,  that  can  be 
weakly  struck  at  times).  Another  e.xcellent  coin  for  the  specialist 
or  type  collector. 


Gem  1876  Trade  Dollar 

Iridescent  MS-66 


(2x  photo) 

804  1876  Type  I/I.  MS-66  (NGC).  A gem  specimen  classified  as  MS- 

66  by  NGC,  high  Condition  Census  (just  one  finer).  This  piece 
will  suit  the  specialist  and  connoisseur.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
arc  toned  a rich  light  gray  and  magenta,  nicely  blended,  over  frosty’ 
surfaces.  A notable  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-hT*) 
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Superb  Gem  1876  Trade  Dollar 


805  1876  Type  I/II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  specimen,  one 

of  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS.  Beyond  that,  the  variety,  obverse 
Type  1 and  reverse  Type  II,  is  of  interest  to  specialists.  Connois- 
seurs, possibly  including  specialists  as  well,  will  appreciate  the  over- 
all quality  of  this  piece,  very  well  struck  on  the  obverse  and  re- 
verse, including  the  eagle’s  leg  on  the  reverse  at  lower  right,  the 
key  point  for  weak  striking  when  such  occurs.  The  lustre  is  some- 
what satiny.  The  toning  overall  is  a mixture  of  gray  and  magenta, 
with  certain  features  outlined  by  blue.  Some  contact  marks  are 
seen  here  and  there,  including  near  the  date,  but  are  masked  by 
the  attractive  toning. 


High-Grade  1876-S  Trade  Dollar 


i 806  1876-STypeI/I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  fairly  well 
I struck,  exhibiting  lavender  surfaces  with  splashes  of  iridescence.  Eye 

appeal  and  high  numerical  grade  come  together  in  one  of  the  nicest 
' trade  dollars  that  PCGS  has  examined  in  its  grading  laboratory. 

, PCGS  Population:  8;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


Superb  1878  Proof  Trade  Dollar 

Memorable  Eye  Appeal 


1 807  1878  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Ifyou  have  an  1878  Proof  trade 

dollar  on  your  want  list,  you  can  cross  off  the  notation  as  soon  as 
you  buy  this.  Although  it  is  graded  Proof-65,  it  carries  the  day  in 


terms  of  eye  appeal,  often  a completely  different  situation  from  the 
grading  number.  This  is  truly  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen. 

Although  900  Proofs  are  said  to  have  been  struck  of  the  1878, 
it  is  likely  that  quite  a few  were  melted  or  spent,  for  today  this 
piece  is  far  rarer,  in  proportion  to  the  original  mintages,  than  those 
of  later  dates.  The  present  coin  combines  eye  appeal  and  all  other 
aspects  of  desirability  at  this  grade  level. 


Choice  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


808  1878  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lovely  silver  and  steel  blue  sur- 

faces. Very  well  struck  down  to  the  tiniest  detail,  the  lower  part  of  the 
leg  of  the  eagle  at  the  right  of  the  reverse  typically  being  the  defining 
point  (if weak  striking  is  present,  it  usually  shows  up  here  first). 

PCGS  Population:  8;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest). 


Elusive  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 

Iridescent  Toning 


809  1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with  electric  blue  ton- 

ing, magenta,  and  gold — delightful.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level.  Bid  liberally  and  you  may  own  it. 
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Remarkable  1878-CC  Trade  $1  Rarity 

Key  to  the  Series 

From  the  Legend  Collection 


810  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A remarkable  specimen,  the  key  to 

the  regular  trade  dollar  series,  far  and  away  the  rarest  of  all  the 
circulation  strikes. 

When  this  trade  dollar  crosses  the  block  we  expect  a great  deal 
of  excitement.  At  this  level,  indeed  at  any  level  the  1878-CC  is 
scarcely  ever  seen. 

A lovely  Mint  State  specimen,  classified  as  a gem,  of  the  rarest 
circulation  strike  issue  in  the  trade  dollar  series.  The  surfaces  have 
rich  iride.scent  toning,  lending  further  appeal  to  the  coin. 

We  have  noted  many  times  that  collecting  a full  set  of  circula- 
tion strike  trade  dollars  is  quite  doable,  this  consisting  of  one  of  each 
issue  from  1873  through  1878,  struck  for  the  China  trade.  The  key 
Item,  although  collectible,  is  the  1878-CC,  a rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades.  Very  few  are  ever  offered,  and  the  total  population  is  likely 
only  in  the  hundreds.  These  are  in  grades  from  EF  onward.  We 


note  with  curiosity  a listing  of  VG-8  in  the  Guide  Book,  but  prob- 
ably no  such  coin  exists. 

The  story  of  the  1878-CC  trade  dollar  is  not  known  completely. 
The  mintage  was  97,000,  of  which  44,148  pieces,  not  identified  to 
date,  were  melted  on  July  19,  1878,  at  Carson  City.  Likely  these 
were  of  the  variety  offered  here.  As  to  whether  the  rest  of  the  mint- 
age ever  went  to  China,  this  is  unknown.  Certainly  a few  did,  but 
perhaps  under  10,000. 

A few  years  ago  we  had  occasion  to  offer  an  1878-CC  trade  dollar  in  MS- 
65.  We  looked  high  and  low  for  some  type  of  auction  record  or  other  indica- 
tion, and  finally  found  it  listed  for  SI  51), 000,  in  a price  guide  included  in  a popular 
numismatic  publication.  Seeking  to  learn  the  source  we  called  the  compiler, 
only  to  be  told  that  he  was  not  able  to  find  any  record  either,  and  his  number 
was  simply  a guess.  It  proved  to  be  far  on  the  high  side,  but  did  serve  to  illustrate 
the  lack  of  olTerings  in  the  marketplace. 

Frotii  the  Let^end  Collection.  Earlier,  from  R.4RC0.4'.''  sc.<sioii  of 
Auction  90,  Aiuiust  1990,  Lot  SJ7. 
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Lustrous  1878-S  Trade  Dollar 


811  1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  toning  with  some  hints 

of  magenta,  over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  Especially  well  struck, 
not  reflected  in  the  grading  number  but  perhaps  even  more  im- 
portant than  a high  designation. 


Marvelous  Gem  1880  Trade  Dollar 

Proof-67  Cameo,  None  Finer  Graded 


812  1880  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  as  the  mouth  it  was 

made,  the  present  coin  is  bright  silver  with  just  a whisper  ot  cham- 
pagne toning.  Sharply  struck  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  and  in  an 
exceptionally  high  grade,  this  piece  will  satisfy  the  buyer  who  wants 
a truly  special  coin.  Within  the  world  ofPCGS  only  five  have  been 
graded  with  the  designation  of  either  cameo  or  deep  cameo,  with 
none  higher.  By  the  way,  these  designations,  of  relatively  modern 
origin,  were  not  used  on  earlier  certified  coins.  They  are  perhaps 
redundant,  as  all  Proof  1880  trade  dollars  have  frosty  features  against 
deep  mirror  surfaces.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a coin  that  is  not 
cameo.  However,  the  nomenclature  is  interesting. 


Proof  trade  dollars,  minted  from  1873  through  1883,  then  in 
reduced  numbers  for  the  next  two  years,  have  been  a longtime 
favorite  with  collectors.  Generally,  those  from  1879  through  1883 
are  more  available  than  are  those  of  earlier  dates.  The  bump  in  the 
production  of  the  1880  Proof  trade  dollar  is  caused  by  a flurry  of 
investment  speculation,  in  late  1879  and  early  1880.  The  passion 
quickly  fided.  Likely,  many  of  the  pieces  bought  by  investors  were 
later  turned  in  for  bullion.  Today,  relatively  few  superb  gem  ex- 
amples survive. 

PCGS  I’opulation;  5;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 
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Stunning  Gem  1880  Trade  Dollar 
Proof  with  Iridescent  Toning 


813  1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  Proof  with  iridescent  toning, 

this  coin  no  doubt  traces  its  ancestry  to  an  old-time  collection.  At 
the  center  the  toning  is  lilac,  changing  to  blue  and  then  gold  at  the 
borders,  the  ever-popular  “album”  or  “halo”  toning  that  is  in  such 
great  demand.  Add  to  that  the  status  of  the  1880  as  a Proof-only 
issue  and  you  have  a winner. 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  Dollar 


814  1882  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

lOeep  mirror  surfaces  highlight  frosty  designs.  A low-mintage 
Proof-only  trade  dollar  that  has  been  popular  as  long  as  we  can 
remember — no  matter  what  the  surrounding  market  may  be.  Qual- 
ity such  as  this  is  elusive. 

NGC  Census:  .S;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo 
finest). 


GOLD  DOLLARS 

Gold  dollars,  the  smallest  U.S.  denomination  struck  in  the  precious 
metal,  are  out  in  force  in  this  sale!  Many  rarities  from  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  mints  are  present,  including  a choice  AU-55  1855-C,  a pleas- 
ing choice  AU-58  1858-D,  and  a gem  Mint  State-65  1859-0!  Gorgeous 
gem  Proofs  of  many  of  the  later  dates  are  present  as  well,  and  a few  gold 
dollar  error  coins  are  featured  for  those  who  appreciate  such  esoteric  nu- 
mismatic dainties.  If  gold  doOars  are  your  denomination  of  choice,  the 
wide  selection  offered  here  will  prove  to  be  a veritable  smorgasbord  of 
rarities  and  a source  for  high-grade  additions  to  your  collection! 

815  Sextette  of  gold  dollars:  ☆ 1849  Open  Wreath,  Small  Head,  L 
on  Truncation.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned 

☆ 1849  Open  Wreath,  Large  Head,  L on  Truncation.  Net  AU- 
50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned  ☆ 1849  Close  Wreath,  L 
on  Truncation.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned 

☆ 1853  AU-58.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  (2).  AU-55.  Lus- 
trous yellow  gold;  one  Net  F-15;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  polished, 
mint  removed.  (Tot,il:  6 pieces) 

816  Group  of  gold  dollar  errors:  ☆ 1849  Open  Wreath,  With  L. 
Net  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-53,  lightly  cleaned.  Recut  1 in  date, 
boldly  recut  star  at  5:00  ☆ 1853  EF-45.  A large  square  struck- 
through covers  3 stars  from  8:00  to  10:00  as  well  as  Liberty’s  pro- 
file ☆ 1853  EF-45.  Reverse  struck  through  grease,  with  a large 
depression  obscuring  LARS  and  the  last  two  date  digits  ☆ 1854 
Type  1.  AU-58.  Central  reverse  struck  through  grease  ☆ 1854  Type 
1.  EF-45.  Southwest  quadrant  of  reverse  struck  through  grease  ☆ 
1854  Type  11.  Net  VG-10,  sharpness  ofVF-25,  holed  at  12:00.  An 
extremely  rare  partial  collar  error  with  the  collar  not  reaching  the 
rim  adjacent  to  the  base  of  the  reverse.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


817  1849-D  Net  VF-35,  sharpness  of  AU-50.  This  1849-D  gold 

dollar  does  not  fit  conveniently  into  any  single  grading  number, 
so  we  take  the  time  to  describe  it  in  detail.  The  piece  has  some- 
what wavy  fields,  slightly  bulged  on  the  reverse,  slightly  lower  on 
the  obverse.  This  coin  may  have  had  a difficult  birth,  as  it  is  otf 
center,  with  the  top  obverse  rim  being  significantly  wider  than 
the  bottom  obverse  rim,  and  on  the  reverse,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  coin,  one  part  of  the  rim  is  wider  than  the  other.  A tew 
marks  are  seen  here  and  there  among  a generous  amount  of  origi- 
nal mint  lustre.  Some  marks  are  noted  at  the  rim.  This  coin  invites 
in-person  inspection  from  any  interested  gold  dollar  enthusiast. 
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818  1849-0  AU-55.  Bright  and  attractive.  A nice  example,  lightly  cir- 

culated, but  retaining  much  of  its  original  mint  lustre. 

The  obverse  is  in  high  relief,  fairly  well  struck  except  for  some  of  the  central 
hair  features,  and  from  a shattered  die.  The  specialist  may  wish  to  acquire  this 
example  for  these  characteristics  alone — certainly  quite  unusual— just  the  thing 
that  the  late  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  would  have  appreciated.  The  reverse,  in  shal- 
lower relief,  with  some  of  the  berries  disconnected  and  the  bottom  of  the  date 
light,  no  doubt  from  basining,  is  a different  study.  It  also  is  cracked,  notably  in 
the  2:00  position. 


1850-C  Gold  Dollar 


819  1850-C  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  heavily  polished.  The 

second  gold  dollar  issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint,  and  one  of  only  6,966 
produced.  Housed  in  an  ANACS  holder  labeled  “Genuine.” 


Lustrous  1851-D  Gold  Dollar 


822  1852-D  Net  EF-40  (ANACS).  “AU  details.”  Light  yellow'  gold. 
Much  mint  lustre  still  remains.  A cut  is  seen  in  the  obverse  rim  at 
2:00,  some  smaller  marks  are  present  as  well,  and  on  the  reverse 
there  is  a scratch  left  of  the  denomination.  Other  than  that  the  coin 
is  quite  attractive,  well  struck  except  for  the  center  of  the  obverse, 
and  desirable.  There  are  some  clash  marks  on  obverse  and  reverse 
and  a die  crack  on  the  reverse.  The  certified  description  by  ANACS 
of  a net  grade,  plus  narrative,  should  generate  a satisfactory  word 
picture  of  the  piece  at  hand. 

823  Pair  of  gold  dollar  errors  ☆ 1853  AU-58.  A massive  oblong 
struck-through  obscures  the  central  reverse  from  ED  ofUNlTED 
to  the  wreath  beneath  CA  ot  AMERICA.  A significant  error.  The 
date  is  better  made  out  from  arm’s  length  than  under  magnified 
scrutiny  ☆ 1861  Net  AU-55,  sharpness  of  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned. 
Medal  turn,  or  struck  with  a 180°  rotated  reverse.  An  unusual  piece. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 


820  1851-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  with  warm  yellow' 

gold  surfaces,  very  appealing  overall.  Well  struck  at  the  borders, 
some  lightness  at  the  highest  hair  points  of  Miss  Liberty  (common 
for  this  issue),  and  with  the  center  of  the  reverse  well  defined. 

Under  magnification  some  interesting  clash  marks  can  be  seen  on  the  re- 
verse. Within  the  wreath  is  the  entire  outline  of  the  head  ot  Miss  Liberty,  while 
at  the  lower  left  are  clearly  outlined  stars  in  reverse,  quite  unusual  in  our  expe- 
rience (while  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  is  often  seen  in  clash  form  the  stars  are 
not).  From  the  center  through  the  last  two  date  numerals,  through  the  right  side 
of  I (AMERICA)  to  the  border  is  a prominent  die  crack. 


821  1852-D  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-50.  An  interesting  and 

important  example,  this  is  another  gold  dollar  for  which  in-person 
inspection  is  recommended.  The  com  has  been  lightly  cleaned, 
has  a planchet  fissure  on  the  cheek,  displays  some  marks,  etc.  The 
striking  is  very  sharp,  with  all  details  well  defined.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  is  still  visible.  On  the  reverse  there  are  some  peripheral 
cracks  at  the  2:00  and  4:30  positions.  The  reverse  details  are  espe- 
cially sharp. 


824  1853-C  EF-40.  Another  scarce  gold  dollar,  this  1853-C  requires 
more  explanation  than  a simple  grading  number.  The  piece  has  sus- 
tained some  marks  here  and  there,  particularly  on  the  rim.  On  the 
reverse,  at  the  lower  left  there  is  a large  planchet  lamination,  almost, 
but  not  quite  carrying  away  the  mintmark,  but  resulting  in  a flake 
or  void  to  the  left  of  the  mintmark — perhaps  making  this  desirable 
to  the  collector  of  mint  errors  as  well  as  the  collector  of  gold  dollars. 
The  strike  is  quite  light  at  the  centers,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 

825  Trio  of  gold  dollars,  representing  each  of  the  three  design  types: 
☆ 1854-S.  Type  I.  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned  and  with  minor 
scratches.  Sharply  struck  ☆ 1855-0.  Type  II.  EF-45,  lightly  cleaned 
and  with  light  scratches  ☆ 187()-S.  Type  III.  AU-55  Light  scratches. 
An  interesting  trio  of  mintmarked  pieces,  issues  not  tv'pically  seen. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

826  1854  Type  II.  AU-55.  Light  yellow  gold.  Satiny  lustre  in  some 
areas.  Very  well  struck  w’ith  bold  date  and  center,  the  exception  to 
the  rule.  A nice  example  at  this  level  of  the  Type  II  gold  dollar,  far 
and  away  the  scarcest  of  the  three  major  designs. 

827  1855  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Much  lustre  re- 
mains in  the  protected  surfaces. 

The  die  pair  shows  clashing  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  with  traces  ot  the 
wreath  outline  visible  behind  the  head  of  Miss  LiberU’  and  before  her  forehead, 
and,  on  the  reverse,  the  profile  of  Miss  Liberrs-  within  the  wreath.  There  is 
some  lightness  of  strike  at  LL  (HOLLAR)  due  to  the  characteristics  of  the  de- 
sign (furnishing  the  reason  why  in  18,S6  this  motit  was  eliminated  and  a p\i'ti  u 
of  Miss  Liberty,  larger  and  shallower,  was  adopted). 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 


AMF.RIGAN  NUMISMATIC"  RARITIES 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


lL(> 


828  Fair  of  gold  dollars:  ☆ 1855  Type  11.  EF-40.  Olive-gold  with 
red  gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1874  Type  III.  MS-62.  Satiny  lustre 
with  rose  highlights.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Important  1855-C  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 

Lustrous  AU 


scarcely  noticeable  lightness  in  the  5,  but  still  it  is  clear.  The  over- 
all quality  is  exceptional,  enough  that  we  would  rate  this  in  the  top 
20%  we  have  seen  classified  as  MS-64 

The  Upright  5 variety  is  significantly  rarer  than  the  Slanting  5 
variety,  although  the  Guide  Book,  for  one  does  not  give  a large  dif- 
ferential in  price.  The  specialist  will  find  the  present  piece  to  be 
very  desirable. 


829  1855-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  one  the  specialist 

will  really  appreciate!  The  1855-C  is  well  known  for  its  rusticity, 
with  all  known  examples  produced  by  inattentive  workers,  or  by 
some  other  means  resulting  in  coins  that  have  irregular  planchets, 
bulged  or  damaged  dies,  soft  striking,  or  all  of  these.  This  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  1855-C  and  is  to  be  expected. 

Under  close  examination  the  obverse  die  is  seen  to  be  bulged 
in  front  of  the  neck,  continuing  to  N (UNITED).  The  dies  have 
clashed,  with  evidence  prominent  on  both  sides  of  the  figure,  to- 
gether with  what  seem  to  be  some  die  finish  lines  in  front  of  the 
forehead.  The  planchet  is  complete,  even  lustrous,  but  is  some- 
what irregular.  A mark  (acquired  after  striking)  is  seen  at  the  rim 
above  T (UNITED)  and  may  serve  to  link  this  coin  with  an  earlier 
photographed  offering.  Who  knows? 

The  reverse  is  fairly  sharp,  with  most  details  of  the  wreath  de- 
lineated, the  bottom  part  being  an  exception,  where  lightness  ot 
strike  has  served  to  accent  some  original  features  of  the  planchet,  which 
can  be  seen  at  the  ribbon.  In  the  date  the  first  rw'O  digits  are  some- 
what lightly  struck.  The  original  mint  lustre  is  extensive  and  cov- 
ers most  of  the  coin. 

The  1855-C  has  been  in  the  limelight  for  a long  time,  both 
from  its  desirability  as  a rare  Charlotte  issue  and,  perhaps,  even 
more  as  the  only  Charlotte  gold  dollar  of  the  Type  11  variety.  The 
present  coin,  described  in  some  detail  (we  respectfully  suggest  that 
a grading  number  is  not  enough),  will  attract  many  bids.  It  is  one  ot 
the  nicest  we  have  seen. 


Lustrous  1856  Gold  Dollar 

Upright  5 in  Date 


830  1856  Upright  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant  and  lustrous  ex- 

ample with  satiny  surfaces,  the  obverse  having  the  type  of  surface 
quality  typically  seeti  on  Type  II  gold  dollars,  less  so  on  the  Type 
III.  On  the  obverse  the  striking  is  somewhat  light  at  the  tops  ot  the 
-I^trll  h plumes.  The  reverse  is  quite  well  struck,  save  tor  some 


Rare  1856  Off-Center  Gold  $1 

A Major  Error 


831  1856  12%  off  center.  AU-50.  Pleasing  medium  yellow  gold  with 

good  lustre  and  frosty  surfaces.  A remarkable  error,  one  of  the  most 
significant  we  have  seen  on  this  denomination.  Misstruck  to  the 
exact  3:00  position  by  a massive  margin,  with  the  tops  of  AMER 
affected  by  the  rim  and  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  wreath  like- 
wise affected.  As  is  commonly  known  by  error  coin  enthusiasts, 
any  error  on  a gold  coin  is  very  rare,  making  even  minuscule  off- 
center  mistakes  significant  to  specialists  in  misstrikes  or  those  as- 
sembling error  coin  type  sets.  A gold  dollar  struck  this  far  off-cen- 
ter is  extremely  rare,  and  pieces  very  infrequently  trade  publicly. 
Of  the  small  collection  of  gold  dollar  errors  consigned  to  this  sale, 
this  piece  is  the  most  off-center  and  the  most  eye-catching. 


832 


1856-S  Type  II.  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-50.  The  obverse 
IS  pale  gold  with  subdued  lustre.  Some  lightness  at  the  center  hair 
details  in  the  top  of  the  plumes.  The  reverse  is  exceedingly  sharply 
struck,  well  demonstrating  the  repunched  S feature,  and  highlight- 
ing all  the  details  of  the  wreath,  dentils,  and  elsewhere.  Light  clash 
marks  are  seen  at  the  center. 

The  Type  II  is  anachronistic  and  was  struck  only  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  this  year.  For  a long  time  this  has  been  an  exceed- 
ingly popular  Type  II  variety. 


AMF.KIC'AN  NUMISMALK'  KARIT  II.S 
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Another  Rare  Off-Center  Gold  $1 
1857 


833  1857  9%  off  center.  EF-45.  Medium  yellow  gold  with  some  lus- 

tre and  a few  light  hairlines.  Good  eye  appeal,  tiny  nick  under  E of 
AMERICA  and  a J-shaped  scratch  right  of  1 on  the  reverse. 
Misstruck  to  about  7:00,  with  a good  deal  of  unstruck  planchet 
atop  the  obverse  and  at  the  right  base  of  tbe  reverse.  Plain  edge, 
this  may  be  better  described  as  an  uncentered  broadstrike.  A sig- 
nificant gold  dollar  error. 


Incredible  Gem  1858  Proof  Gold  $1 

An  American  Classic 
None  Finer  Graded 


834  1858  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  It  is  not  known  how  many  Proof 

dollars  were  struck  in  1858.  The  procedure  seems  to  have  been 
that  gold  Proofs  could  be  ordered  individually,  resulting  in  more 
dollars  being  applied  for  than  other  denominations.  In  contrast 
apparently  just  a handful  of  Proof  double  eagles  were  distributed 
(in  his  building  of  a complete  set  of  gold  Proofs  from  1858  onward, 
the  late  Ed  Trompeter  lacked  only  the  1858  $20  for  completion). 
Today  on  occasion  a Proof  1858  dollar  will  come  on  the  market, 
but  not  often.  Often  years  will  elapse  between  our  having  one  to 
present  for  sale.  The  chronology  and  market  history  of  gold  dol- 
lars is  particularly  fascinating  and  one  of  these  days  we  may  issue  a 
monograph  on  the  series.  Regarding  the  1858,  it  has  been  highly 
thought  of  for  a long  time,  and  a number  of  interesting  mentions 
of  it  can  be  fountf  in  historical  texts. 

The  present  piece  is  simply  breathtaking  in  its  quality,  having 
deep  mirror  surfaces  against  which  frosted  cameo  motifs  are  set, 
yielding  a Proof-66  Cameo  designation  by  NGC,  one  of  only  four 
events  at  this  level.  We  say  events  as  this  does  not  necessarily  repre- 
sent different  coins.  When  pieces  of  this  value  are  involved,  some- 
times coins  are  sent  in  again  and  again,  and  still  again. 

To  see  this  coin  is  to  love  it.  It  is  simply  gorgeous  to  behold, 
and  among  gold  dollars  it  has  always  been  a highly  prized  larity. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Important  1858-D  Gold  Dollar 


835  1858-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Pach  orange-yellow  surfaces  and  lustre 

characterize  this  example  of  the  important  and  rare  1858-D  gold 
dollar.  All  Dahlonega  gold  dollar  issues  are  elusive,  particularly 
those  toward  the  end  of  the  series. 

The  present  piece  is  above  average  in  strike  for  a Dahlonega 
dollar,  but  does  show  some  lightness  at  the  centers  and  at  the  tops 
of  the  plumes.  The  letters  are  especially  bold  and  are  slightly 
doubled.  The  dentils  are  full.  On  the  reverse,  the  “agricultural” 
wreath  shows  most  of  its  details,  the  exception  being  a small  area 
to  tbe  right  of  the  knot.  The  date  is  full,  although  the  5 is  some- 
what light,  as  is  characteristic.  The  mintmark  is  deep  and  bold  m 
the  die. 

Just  3,477  examples  were  made  of  this  gold  dollar,  one  of  the 
smallest  figures  in  the  early  part  of  the  series.  Today  the  Charlotte 
and  Dahlonega  pieces  play  to  a wide  audience  (more  than  do  gold 
dollars  of  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco).  If  you  are  working  on  a 
set,  this  1858-D  will  be  a delight. 


The  Norweb  1858-D  Gold  $1 

Misaligned  Obverse  Die 


836  1858-D  Misaligned  obverse  die.  AU-55.  A highly  desirable 

specimen  of  this  challenging  date.  Medium  yellow  gold  with  abun- 
dant bright  golden  lustre  surrounding  design  elements  and  periph- 
eries. Two  small  nicks  are  noted  on  the  rim  right  of  6:00,  and  a 
minor  dig  is  present  on  Liberty’s  chin.  While  the  reverse  is  cen- 
tered, the  obverse  is  misaligned  to  12:00  and  a very  wide  rim  is 
noted  at  the  base  of  the  obverse.  There  is  no  reeding  beween  10:00 
and  12:00  relative  to  the  obverse.  An  unusual  and  noteworthy  speci- 
men, called  “a  top  echelon  example”  in  Norweb  and  made  more 
interesting  by  its  erroneous  strike. 

Purchased  before  1913  from  J.W.  Scott  & Co.  by  Albert  F.  Holden; 
Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  of  tbe  Norweb  Collection,  Part  II,  Noi’cmbcr 
1988,  Lot  1889  (@S  1,760). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARIT  IES 


The  Kennywooh  Collection 
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Incredible  1859-D  Gold  Dollar 


Gem  Mint  State 

Finest  and  Only  Graded  by  NGC 
Superb  Eye  Appeal 


837  1859-D  MS-65  (NGC).  For  the  specialist  in  Dahlonega  gold  coins 

this  may  represent  a dream  come  true — rub  your  eyes  and  you  are 
in  numismatic  heaven!  Graded  MS-65,  no  other  has  achieved  this 
level  under  the  gazes  of  the  experts  of  NGC,  and  none  finer  ei- 
ther. Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  not 
always  the  case  with  1859-D,  but  very  much  in  evidence  here. 
The  strike  has  some  lightness  on  the  ostrich  plume  tips  and  the 
center  parts  ot  the  hair  on  the  obverse,  and  at  the  wreath  bow  and 
center  of  the  date  on  the  reverse,  this  being  true  of  all  authentic 
specimens.  Accordingly,  these  need  not  be  mentioned  (but  we  do 
anyway).  The  reverse  shows  horizontal  die  striae  or  finish  marks, 
particularly  evident  at  the  center.  These  may  have  been  from 
relapping,  to  remove  traces  of  clashing,  although  some  clash  marks 
are  still  evident  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  denomination  numeral. 
We  will  have  to  have  Doug  Winter  inspect  this  during  lot  viewing 
and  ask  him  his  thoughts. 

Of  the  1859-D  gold  dollar  just  4,952  were  struck.  None  were 
numismatically  saved  at  the  time,  and  thus  survival  of  high-grade 
pieces  is  a matter  of  chance.  For  the  1859-D,  “high  grade”  nicely 
describes  anything  from  AU-58  to  MS-61  to  62.  The  present  MS- 
65  is  off  the  charts. 

We  have  been  honored  to  have  handled  a number  of  special- 
ized collections  of  Dahlonega  coins  over  the  years,  always  a plea- 
sure. These  pieces  are  rustic,  and  their  die  characteristics  provide 
never-ending  fascination.  The  typical  grade  across  the  board  for  a 
Dahlonega  set,  including  the  gold  dollars,  quarter  eagles,  and  halt 
eagles,  not  to  forget  the  1854-D  S3,  is  apt  to  be  EF  or  AU.  Occa- 
sionally a Mint  State  coin  is  seen,  but  not  often.  Regarding  truly 
gem  MS-65  for  any  Dahlonega  coin,  these  are  in  the  realm  of 
theory,  not  practicality.  Occasionally  we  are  all  surprised,  as  with 
the  present  piece. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


838  Trio  of  gold  dollars  grading  MS-60  ☆ 1869.  Scratches  ☆ 1870. 

Gleaned  and  scratches  ☆ 1871.  Lightly  cleaned.  In-person  inspec- 
tion is  recommended.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Classic  1875  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 

Prooflike  Mint  State 


839  1875  MS-61  (NGC).  A splendid  example  of r/ie  Philadelphia  Mint 

coin  among  United  States  gold  dollars.  Just  400  circulation  strikes 
were  minted,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  All  are  from  the  same  ob- 
verse die,  prooflike,  and  with  a tiny  “thorn”  projecting  from  the 
bottom  of  Miss  Liberty’s  chin,  right  before  the  neck  (Proofs  of 
this  date  lack  the  thorn).  Bright  yellow  gold  surfaces. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1877  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 

Top  of  the  NGC  Roster 


840  1877  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A superh  gem  specimen  with 

the  highest  number  assigned  by  NGC,  none  finer.  How  many  ex- 
ist at  the  Proof-66  level  is  not  known,  due  to  resubmissions. 

The  present  piece  is  well  struck,  has  deep  mirrored  surfaces  |! 
with  the  highly  desired  “orange  peel”  texture,  is  light  golden  or-  || 
ange  color,  and  is  beautiful  in  every  respect. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Mint  records  state  that  only  20  Proofs  were  struck  of  this  date,  a figure  we 
have  no  reason  to  question.  E.xaniples  come  on  the  market  infrequently,  and  even 
less  often  are  gems  such  as  this  encountered.  The  1877  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  rare 
in  Proof  and  exceedingly  rare  in  superb  gem  Proof — adding  up  to  a marvelous 
purchase  opportunity. 

Superb  Gem  1877  Gold  Dollar 


841  1877  MS-65  or  finer.  A superb  specimen  which  displays  deep, 

rich  lustre,  nice  strike,  and  superb  eye  appeal.  Call  it  MS-65,  as 
here,  or  call  it  MS-66  or  even  a notch  higher-it  is  f/wf  nice! 

Just  3,900  circulation  strikes  were  produced  this  year.  Not  often 
do  we  encounter  one  with  the  combination  ot  assets  just  mentioned. 
This  was  two  years  prior  to  the  general  popular  speculation  in  gv'ld 
dollars  (which  began  in  1879).  Accordingly,  pieces  dated  pruir  to 
1 879  are  sigiiificantlv  scarcer  in  Mint  State,  m relation  to  their  niint- 
age  figures,  than  are  those  from  1879  through  1889, 


AML.KIC'AN  NUMISMA  TIC'  ILAlkl  I ITS 


T\iE  Khnnywcx:>i)  Collection 
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Ultra  Grade,  Ultra  Quality  1881  Gold  $1 


842  1881  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  The  present  sale  contains 

many  incredible  coins,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Graded  Proof-67 
Ultra  Cameo  by  NGC,  it  is  in  company  with  only  a single  other 
grading  event,  with  none  higher.  The  obverse  and  reverse  represent 
virtual  perfection  in  a Proof  gold  dollar — crisply  delineated  frosty 
motifs,  letters,  and  numerals,  set  against  deep  mirror  fields,  with  the 
popular  “orange  peel”  texture  to  the  mirrored  surfaces,  this  being 
especially  desired.  The  audience  for  this  coin  will  be  wide  and  will 
include  gold  dollar  specialists,  type  set  collectors,  and  perhaps  those 
who  would  simply  like  to  bag  a numismatic  trophy. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

Stunning  Gem  1885  Gold  Dollar 


843  1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof  gold  dollar,  this  coin 

is  quality  personified.  Frosty  motifs,  letters,  and  numerals,  all  with 
needle-sharp  detail  are  set  against  rich  orange-yellow  deep  mirror 
surfaces  with  “orange  peel”  texture.  Mint  records  show  that  1,105 
were  struck  this  year,  probably  either  incorrect  or  representing  quite 
a few  that  may  have  been  wholesaled  for  jewelry  purposes. 

Production  data  are  wildly  inaccurate  for  certain  gold  issues,  no  more  so  than 
for  the  1889  at  the  end  of  the  decade,  for  which  an  amazing  1 ,779  Proofs  were  said 
to  have  been  struck,  but  students  of  the  series,  the  writer  included,  consider  this  to 
be  the  rarest  Proof  of  the  decade,  handily  outshining  such  issues  as  1880  (with  a 
recorded  mintage  ofjust  36)  and  1881  (87  coined).  Contemplating  the  unknown 
is  always  interesting  and  we  probably  will  never  know  how  many  Proofs  were 
actually  distributed. 

High-Grade  Off-Center  1886  $1 


844  1886  8%  off  center.  AU-58.  Fully  lustrous  rich  yellow  gold  with 

excellent  eye  appeal.  Misstruck  to  7:30  or  so,  with  an  unstruck 
area  outside  S OF  AMERIC  on  the  obverse  and  a large  raised  cup- 
shaped rim  on  the  right  side  of  the  reverse.  Plain  edge.  A frosty 


delight,  rare  as  an  off-center  gold  dollar  and  made  more  desirable 
by  its  condition  and  aesthetic  appeal. 

It  may  be  discerned  from  this  coin  that  reverse  dies  were  in  the  top  position 
when  this  coin  was  struck  at  the  Mint. 

Proof  1887  Gold  Dollar 


845  1887  Proof-60  (NCS).  A rather  curious  labeling  this  coin  has, 

“Proof,  improperly  cleaned.”  The  attribution  is  by  the  Numis- 
matic Certification  Service.  No  number  is  assigned.  However,  all 
coins  deserve  attention,  and  pieces  that  have  been  “hurt”  are  of- 
ten described  as  such  by  ANACS,  but  not  by  PCGS  or  NGC.  NCS, 
a new  player  in  the  game,  is  therefore  welcomed.  As  to  whether 
the  term  “improperly”  will  help  sell  a coin  such  as  this  remains  to 
be  seen.  Perhaps  a gentler  adjective  could  be  thought  of  On  the 
other  hand,  reality  is  reality.  This  piece  seems  to  have  been  lightly 
brushed,  perhaps  follow'ing  instructions  given  in  The  Numismatist, 
by  ANA  President].  Henry  Rdpstra  many  years  ago  (bad  advice 
was  frequently  given,  including  by  hobby  leaders).  In  any  event, 
the  present  piece,  described  at  length,  is  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
but  on  both  sides  has  hairlines  in  the  field.  The  piece  does  have 
merit,  is  elusive  as  a Proof,  and  should  well  be  the  object  of  in- 
person  inspection. 

Gem  Proof  1888  Gold  Dollar 


846  1888  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  “As  you  like  it,”  this  piece  will 

satisfy  the  most  discriminating  buyer.  Never  dipped  to  lighten  it, 
the  coin  has  warm  orange  gold  color  as  acquired  over  a long  pe- 
riod of  years.  Under  magnification  a tiny  planchet  chip  is  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  a tiny  toning  fleck  on  her  nose,  neither 
of  which  is  particularly  important  in  the  overall  scheme  of  things, 
especially  as  the  certification  grade  is  given  as  Proof-66,  not  Proof- 
67  or  Proof-68.  The  fields  are  of  the  popular  “orange  peel"  sur- 
face seen  on  Proof  gold  of  this  era,  the  exact  explanation  for  which 
we  are  not  certain. 

Although  mintage  figures  surest  that  1,079  Proofs  were  struck  ol  the  1888 
gold  dollar,  the  relative  scarcity  of  examples  on  the  market  today  sutQtests  that  this 
figure  may  be  wildly  in  error.  We  knote  that  tor  the  next  year.  1889.  the  production 
of  1 .779  Proofs  has  no  meaning  whatstx’ver.  tor  specialists  consider  that  to  he  h\  far 
the  rarest  Proof  gold  dollar  of  the  entire  decade!  Such  are  the  mysteries  of  Mint  data 
PCGS  Population:  8;  3 finer  wathin  the  designation  (Proot-66  Canieci  finest) 
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QUARTER  EAGLES 

Early  gold  quarter  eagles  include  a Mint  State  1797,  one  ofjust  427  pieces 
reportedly  struck,  with  another  example  of  the  date  offered  in  highly  col- 
lectable VF-35.  An  1804  in  AU-58  is  here  as  w'ell,  as  is  a Mint  State  1807. 
Only  760  1826/5  quarter  eagles  were  produced,  and  we  have  a beauty — an 
AU-55  e.xample  that  is  every  bit  the  coin  the  holder  proclaims  it  to  be.  A 
wealth  ot  Liberty  quarter  eagles  from  all  the  branch  mints  actively  producing 


the  denomination  in  the  19th  century  can  be  found  here  as  well,  with  a 
glittering  gem  Proof-66  1858  being  one  of  the  higlilights  of  the  series  as  well 
as  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  entire  catalogue  (no  easy  feat  when  you  con- 
sider the  overall  depth  and  quality  of  the  coins  presented  within!).  Proofs  of 
1859  (Proof-66),  1865  (Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo),  1906,  and  1907  are  also 
found,  and  the  key  to  the  series,  the  rare  and  desirable  1875,  is  offered  in 
AU-50  grade!  The  section  ends  with  a nice  run  of  Indian  quarter  eagles, 
including  multiple  examples  of  the  key  date  191 1-D  issue. 


Museum  Quality  1797  Quarter  Eagle 

Mint  State,  Among  Finest  Known 


847  1797  Brecn-1.  Rarity-5.  MS-60  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen, 

MS-60,  and  one  of  relatively  few  graded  at  this  level  or  higher. 
The  1797  quarter  eagle  is  elusive  in  any  and  all  grades,  with  a re- 
ported mintage  ofjust  427  pieces.  When  seen,  the  typical  assign- 
ment is  VF  or  EF,  sometimes  AU,  but  not  often  Mint  State. 

The  present  coin  is  bright  yellow,  has  some  friction  on  both 
sides  (defining  the  grade),  and  on  the  obverse  has  the  distinctive 
die  crack  from  the  upper  right  to  the  lower  right.  The  reverse  is 
somewhat  prootlike,  and  ifit  could  be  graded  separately,  might  be 
called  MS-62.  The  striking  details  are  quite  good  on  both  sides. 


Among  all  early  quarter  eagles  this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to 
find  in  higher  grades.  As  such,  the  opportunity  should  be  carefully 
considered. 

NGC  Census:  I;  I finer  (MS-64). 

While  the  1796  No  Stars  may  get  all  the  attention  among  18th-century 
quarter  eagles,  largely  from  type  collectors,  the  1797  rivals  or  surpasses  it  in 
elusiveness  and  is  definitely  rarer  in  high  grades.  Our  October  sale  ottered 
the  unusual  opportunity  of  two  (!)  1797  quarter  eagles:  one  was  graded  VF- 
30  (PCGS)  and  sold  for  $33,350  and  the  other  was  only  VG-8  (NGC)  hut  ot 
a unique  die  state  and  sold  for  $23,000.  A similarly  unusual  opportunity 
awaits  here. 
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Rare  1797  Quarter  Eagle 


848  1797  B-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-35  (NGC).  Another  example  of  this, 

the  only  variety  of  the  year  and  one  of  the  most  elusive  issues  in 
the  series,  lldch  yellow  gold  with  attractive  coppery  toning  around 
peripheral  design  elements.  As  expected  at  this  grade  level,  the 
surfaces  show  many  tiny  scattered  nicks  and  some  scattered  hair- 
lines, but  the  overall  visual  impression  is  positive.  This  piece  is  of 
the  usual  die  state,  with  the  heavy  crack  descending  into  the  right 
obverse  field,  but  its  circulation  places  it  within  the  reach  of  most 
who  would  try  to  obtain  this  rare  date  for  their  collection. 

NGC  Census:  3;  9 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Beautiful  1804  Quarter  Eagle 

14  Reverse  Stars 


849  1804  B-1.  Rarity-4. 14  Reverse  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC).  A beau- 

tiful example  of  this  scarce  early  quarter  eagle,  the  variety  ot  this 
year  usually  seen,  with  14  stars.  The  identical  die  was  used  to  strike 
certain  1804-dated  dimes.  This  was  possible  as  neither  the  dime 
nor  the  quarter  eagle  bore  any  mark  of  value. 

The  obverse  depicts  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a conical  cap,  eight 
stars  to  the  left,  and  five  to  the  right.  At  the  upper  right  is  LIB- 
ERTY, and  below  is  the  date.  The  numerals  and  the  font  are  not 
particularly  well  matched  and  the  8 is  larger  and  heavier  than  the 
others.  On  the  reverse  above  the  eagle  there  are  14  stars,  a die  cut- 
ting error,  as  13  would  have  been  correct.  The  coin  is  in  bright 
yellow  gold,  retains  some  lustre,  and  is  very  attractive. 


1807  Type  Set  Candidate  $2.50 

Attractive  Mint  State 


850  1807  B-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Among  early  quarter  eagles 

of  the  type  with  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a conical  cap,  in  combina- 
tion the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  the  1807  is  most  often  seen.  How- 
ever, when  such  an  event  occurs  the  piece  under  observation  is 
likely  to  be  less  than  Mint  State.  The  present  coin  is  an  attractive 
MS-61,  well  struck  in  light  yellow  gold,  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  in 
existence  at  this  level.  As  such,  we  nominate  it  for  inclusion  in  a 
type  set. 

Important  1826/5  Quarter  Eagle 

Much  Lustre  Remaining 


(2x  photo) 

851  1826/5  B-1.  Rarity-5.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

of  this  key  issue,  retaining  much  lustre.  Light  yellow  gold.  Some 
light  evidence  of  die  clashing,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Typical 
strike  with  some  stars  light  at  the  centers.  According  to  Mint 
records,  just  760  were  struck.  Likely  this  represents  the  number  pro- 
duced in  this  given  calendar  year,  but  not  necessarily  from  this 
obverse  die.  Probably  a few  more  were  made  using  dies  of  earlier 
dates.  However,  in  any  event  the  1826/5  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  important  early  quarter  eagles,  a piece  that  is  usually  seen 
only  in  major  offerings  such  as  the  present. 

I’CGS  Population:  3;  6 finer  (MS-61  finest). 
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Mint  State  1839  $2.50 


852  1839  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  sharply  struck  in  nearly 
all  details,  and  with  ample  mint  lustre.  A very  nice  specimen  of  the 
very  last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  type. 

853  1839-0  Net  EF-45  (ANACS).  “AU  details.”  Medium  gold  sur- 
faces. A scratch  is  seen  on  the  reverse  above  the  eagle’s  neck,  and  a 
few  marks  are  noted  here  and  there,  factored  in  by  the  grading 
service  which  has  suggested,  “scratched,  cleaned.”  As  to  the 
“cleaned”  part,  this  is  not  particularly  important,  as  to  our  eye  there 
is  no  negative  (besides,  zillions  of  cleaned  coins  exist  in  certified 
holders  and  they  are  not  mentioned  at  all).  For  someone  this  will 
be  a worthwhile  purchase  of  the  first  New  Orleans  Mint  quarter 
eagle  and  the  only  Classic  Head  piece  from  this  source. 


AU  1840  Quarter  Eagle 


854  1840  AU-50  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Typical  strike  for 

the  era,  somewhat  lightly  defined  at  the  centers  and  stars.  In  the 
quarter  eagle  series,  1840  was  the  first  year  of  issue  for  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  design. 


Condition  Census  1841-C  $2.50 

No  Finer  Graded  by  NGC 


855  1841-C  MS-62  (NGC).  Rich  warm  yellow-orange  gold.  Quite 

w'cll  struck,  sharp  in  all  areas  save  for  a few  details  near  the  center. 
Partial  wire  rim  on  obverse  and  reverse.  A lovely  specimen  that 
stands  high  in  quality  among  the  known  examples  of  this  rare 
Charlotte  Mint  issue.  Indeed,  NGC  has  certified  only  four  (not 
tu-ccssarily  all  ditfereiit)  at  this  level  and  none  finer. 

N( »(  * onsus  4.  none  finer 


856  1844-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  in  bright  yellow 

gold.  Some  lightness  of  strike  as  is  characteristic  of  the  issue.  Mi- 
croscopically matte  surfaces,  not  reflected  on  the  holder  designa- 
tion, suggest  that  this  may  have  been  part  of  a recovered  undersea 
treasure. 


857  1844-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example,  fairly  well  struck  at 

the  borders,  somewhat  light  at  the  centers,  this  being  typical  for 
the  issue.  Significant  lustre  still  remains.  Popular  and  elusive 
Dahlonega  Mint  variety.  The  present  offering  of  quarter  eagles 
contains  enough  delicacies  that  it  might  well  inspire  someone  to 
become  a specialist.  It  is  very  e.vcifin^  just  to  catalogue  them. 


858  1845-0  Net  VF-30,  sharpness  of  EF-40.  A nice  specimen  at 

the  indicated  grade.  Rich  yellow  gold.  A couple  of  light  scratches 
are  seen  on  the  reverse  to  the  left  of  the  eagle’s  beak. 

This  variety  was  not  known  to  Augustus  G.  Heaton  when  he  wrote  his 
Treatise  on  Mint  Marks,  in  1893.  One  example  came  to  light  later,  then  another, 
and  then  another,  once  publicity  spread.  Today  quite  a few  dozen  are  known, 
but  the  variety  is  still  recognized  as  being  elusive.  The  problem  with  the  1845- 
O had  to  do  with  the  fact  that  none  were  listed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Direc- 
tor of  the  Mint  for  that  year.  Instead,  the  4,000  pieces  were  listed  in  the  1846 
report,  but  with  the  delivery  date  registered  prior  to  the  date  that  1846-0  dies 
arrived.  Accordingly,  by  logic  the  pieces  struck  in  January  1846  were  actually 
1845-0.  Today,  an  appropriate  number  has  been  moved  over  to  the  proper  col- 
umn in  the  Guide  Book,  which  does  show  4,000. 


859  1846-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  warm  yellow-or- 

ange gold.  Fairly  well  struck,  save  for  some  usual  lightness  below 
the  shield.  A coin  with  a good  measure  of  eye  appeal,  and  worth  a 
premium  as  such. 


860  1850-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Yellow  gold  surfaces,  with  decent  lustn.' 

remaining.  Typical  strike  showing  usual  lightness,  most  notablv 
on  the  central  portions  of  the  eagle.  A nice  example  ot  tlie  date, 
mint,  and  grade  which  noted  authoritv'  Doug  Winter  luHes  is  “verv 
rare”  in  AU,  and  “extremely  rare”  in  Mint  State. 
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861  1856-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  attractive,  and  very  ap- 

pealing example  of  the  1856-0,  the  present  com  will  satisfy  the 
advanced  specialist.  Relatively  few  are  this  beautiful,  irrespective 
of  grade.  Close  attention  is  suggested,  followed  by  an  enthusias- 
tic bid. 

Remarkable  1856-S  Quarter  Eagle 


862  1856-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  specimen  with  satiny 

lustre,  this  quarter  eagle  combines  eye  appeal,  high  technical  grade, 
and  unquestioned  numismatic  desirability.  Although  some  have 
been  graded  higher,  no  doubt  from  the  viewpoint  of  overall  qual- 
ity this  coin  has  much  to  offer.  The  1856-S  is  usually  seen  in  well- 
worn  grades,  VF  and  EF  being  typical,  AU  being  unusual,  and 
Mint  State  being  rare.  There  are  so  few  around  that  we  cannot 
help  but  think  that  the  number  of  certification  events  represents 
fewer  different  coins. 


Glittering  1858  $2.50  Proof  Rarity 

Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


863  1858  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  The  1858  Proof  quarter  eagle  is 

rarer  than  the  1858  Proof  dollar  earlier  offered,  and  shares  much  of 
the  same  limelight  and  desirability.  The  number  struck  of  the  1858 
quarter  eagle  is  not  known,  but  the  quantity  must  have  been  very 
small.  Today,  Proofs  appear  on  the  market  only  when  significant 
offerings  occur,  such  as  old  time  collections. 

NGC  has  graded  just  one  Proof-66  Cameo,  with  none  higher, 
the  certification  having  taken  place  some  years  ago  as  this  is  in  an 
“old”  holder.  Perhaps  if  resubmitted  it  might  graduate  to  a higher 
level — who  knows.  The  point  is  perhaps  moot,  as  it  is  already  the 
finest  graded,  and  how  can  it  be  better  than  best? 

The  assembly  of  a complete  date  run  of  Proof  quarter  eagles 
from  1858  to  1915  is  a possibility  for  prospective  bidders,  this  coin 
being  the  linchpin  to  get  you  started  in  a dramatic  way.  Other  pieces 
that  you  will  need,  including  the  famous  Proof-only  1863,  are  all 
less  rare  than  this.  Quality,  tradition,  and  beauty  come  together  in 
this  lovely  piece,  truly  a memorable  coin  and  truly  a memorable 
occasion. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


864  1858-C  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Medium  gold  with  some 

gray  toning.  Surfaces  somewhat  porous.  Slightly  bent.  A rare  date, 
but  in  impaired  preservation,  a coin  that  should  be  examined  prior 
to  bidding.  Perhaps  AN  ACS  or  NCS  would  holder  this  coin  with 
an  appropriate  notation. 
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Finest  Proof  1859  $2.50 
Top  of  the  PCGS  Mountain 


865  1859  Old  Reverse.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Housed  in  an  “old” 

holder,  this  piece  is  not  marked  Cameo,  or  Deep  Cameo,  or  Ultra 
Deep  Cameo  (take  your  pick),  but  is  all  of  these  things  in  modern 
interpretations.  However,  when  this  piece  was  certified  those  terms 
were  not  used  by  PCGS.  The  obverse  and  reverse  display  frosted 
motifs,  stars,  letters,  and  numerals,  set  against  deep  mirror  fields 
of  the  ever  desirable  “orange  peel”  texture.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  a finer  coin,  and  for  the  record  PCGS  has  not  seen  one, 
rather  remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact,  per  a recent  news  announce- 
ment, they’ve  just  graded  their  10,0(J(),00()th  coin.  The  number 
of  Proof  1859  quarter  eagles  is  not  known.  This  particular  piece 
has  the  old  reverse,  but  we  note  that  Proofs  are  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book  as  the  new  reverse.  Probably  few  numismatists  would  want 
one  ot  each — somehow  the  reverse  designations  have  not  caught 
on  strongly  for  this  era  m quarter  eagle  history.  No  matter,  the 
figure  of  80  may  have  represented  the  number  struck,  but  it  defi- 
nitely did  not  represent  the  quantity  distributed,  as  today  only  a 
tiny  fraction  of  that  number  can  be  accounted  for.  Most  likely,  no 
more  than  a couple  dozen  or  so  were  sold,  it  indeed  that  many. 

Following  our  earlier  suggestion  that  the  1858  quarter  eagle 
would  be  a good  jumping-off  place  for  a set  of  Proofs,  we  invite 
the  successful  bidder,  if  he  or  she  has  elected  to  do  this,  pounce 
upon  this  piece  as  well.  It  could  be  that  years  will  pass  on  the  ANR 
auction  calendar  before  we  offer  another  of  this  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


866  1862  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  of  this  early  Civil 

War  date.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  bright  yellow,  the  fields 
somewhat  prootlike.  The  striking  is  above  average,  but  with  some 
slight  weakness,  scarcely  noticeable,  at  the  lower  left  of  the  shield. 

Beginning  in  the  last  days  of  1861,  and  continuing  on  a widespread  basis  in 
January  1862.  gold  coins  were  no  longer  paid  out  by  banks,  in  exchange  for 
paper  money.  From  this  time  onward,  until  December  17,  1878,  gold  coins  of 
ail  kinds  traded  at  a premium,  sometimes  even  double  the  value  of  Legal  Tender 
notes  and  related  paper. 

f-rom  the  Richmotid  Collection. 


Landmark  Proof  1864  $2.50 

Condition  Census 


867  1864  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Here  we  go  with  another 

marvelous  coin,  a landmark  Proof  example  of  a quarter  eagle  rar- 
ity. Of  the  1864,  just  50  are  said  to  have  been  struck,  probably  not 
at  all  relevant  to  the  number  distributed,  especially  seeing  that  30 
were  reported  in  1863  the  year  before,  and  25  in  1865.  As  noted 
earlier  in  the  present  catalogue  (see  Proof  gold  dollars)  Proof  gold 
mintages  can  be  wildly  erratic. 

Today  the  1864  Proof  quarter  eagle  is  a first  class  rarity,  this  be- 
ing true  of  its  Proof  status,  the  desirability  of  which  is  enhanced  by 
the  elusive  nature  of  all  quarter  eagles  of  this  year — circulation  strikes 
are  hardly  ever  seen  (we  note  that  the  Guide  Book  prices  a coin  in 
AU  at  $30,000).  The  present  coin  has  frosted  cameo  devices,  all 
sharply  defined,  set  against  mirror  surfaces.  A few  tiny  marks  are 
seen,  especially  under  magnification,  accounting  for  the  grade. 
However,  one  cannot  be  particularly  choosy  as,  first  of  all,  the  piece 
has  terrific  eye  appeal  and,  secondly,  it  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence.  Here  is  another  Proof  quarter  eagle  treasure. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo). 


Rare  1875  Quarter  Eagle 

A Key  to  the  Series 


868  1875  Net  AU-50  (ANACS).  A good  bit  finer  for  sharpness,  per- 

haps AU-58  or  even  better,  but  unfortunately  cleaned  at  one  time 
leaving  behind  numerous  hairlines.  Also  noted  are  a couple  ot  small 
voids  on  the  reverse,  apparently  due  to  a faulty  planchet,  and  as 
made.  Fortunately,  the  coin  retains  decent  yellow  gold  color  and 
aside  from  a few  light  nicks  along  the  eagle’s  right  wing,  the  sur- 
faces do  not  show  many  marks  that  are  particularly  noteworthv. 
One  ofjust  420  pieces  produced,  400  business  strikes  and  20  I’roots, 
and  as  such  an  issue  that  is  notable  as  h.iving  tlie  second  lowest 
circulation  strike  niint.ige  of  the  entire  quarter  eagle  series,  even 
lower  than  the  rarely  seen  I79()  With  Stars  issue!  The  1854-S  o 
the  hands-down  winner  in  terms  of  rantv.  and  examplev  are  al- 
most never  seen.  However,  the  1875  quarter  eagle  (and  the  halt 
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eagles  and  eagles  of  the  same  date  for  that  matter)  are  extremely 
rare  and  highly  desired  in  just  about  aiiy  grade.  As  such,  the  pres- 
ently ottered  piece  is  an  important  opportunity,  particularly  for 
the  collector  who  appreciates  a decent  looking  com,  but  does  not 
reejuire  perfection. 

869  1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow-orange  surfaces,  highly  lus- 

trous, and  well  struck,  characterize  this  lovely  quarter  eagle.  Al- 
though it  IS  graded  MS-63,  it  is  certainly  “high  end”  within  that 
category.  The  reason  for  this  seems  to  be  as  follows,  this  being  a 
more  complete  numismatic  description:  MS-65  from  the  standpoint 
of  wear,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  attractive,  but  with  carbon  occlusion 
above  the  eye  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  with  some  carbon  flecks,  as  in 
the  planchet  strip,  at  stars  7 and  8.  Accordingly,  this  piece  would 
seem  to  have  a market  value  of  an  MS-63  com,  although  it  is  techni- 
cally graded  higher. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1907  $2,50 


(2x  photo) 


872  1907  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  A 

superb  Proof  example  in  bright  yellow-orange  gold,  of  the  last  year 
of  this  long-lived  design.  Not  often  found  so  choice. 


Prooflike  1878-S  $2.50 


Superb  Proof  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


870 


(2x  photo) 


1878-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Lovely  orange  gold  prooflike  surfaces, 
sufficiently  so  that  if  it  were  a Morgan  dollar  it  would  probably  be 
called  PL  or  DMPL.  On  the  reverse  a copper  toning  area  is  seen  at 
the  border  above  E (UNITED).  A splendid  coin,  scarce  so  fine. 


(2x  photo) 


873  1907  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Another  superb  specimen  of 

the  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle.  The  present  coin  is 
a warm  yellow-orange  gold.  The  portrait  is  lightly  polished  in  the 
die,  common  to  all  other  1907  quarter  eagle  Proofs. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Cameo  finest). 


Choice  Proof  1906  Quarter  Eagle 


871  1906  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive,  warm 

yellow  gold  surfaces.  Portrait  ot  Miss  Liberty  somewhat  .satiny,  not 
particularly  “cameo,”  this  being  true  ot  Proofs  after  1902  (when 
the  Mint  decided  to  lightly  polish  the  portraits  on  the  coins,  in 
contrast  from  earlier  times).  However,  “cameo  seems  to  be  a popu- 
lar designation,  and  we  have  even  seen  it  on  Proofs  of  1902.  It  may 
make  no  difference,  as  each  and  every  Proof  1906  quarter  eagle 
seems  to  have  been  struck  from  the  same  die  pair,  and  they  are 
either  all  “cameo”  or  they  are  all  not  cameo,  take  your  choice. 

PCXiS  I'opulation:  6;  10  finer  within  the  design.ition  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest). 


Choice  1908  Indian  $2.50 

First  Year  of  Issue 


874  1908  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  good  eye  ap- 

peal, the  last  comment  not  necessarily  appropriate  to  all  others. 

The  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  a student  of  the  late 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  was  poorly  reviewed  in  numismatic  periodicals  of  its 
dav.  In  fact,  perhaps  in  contrast  to  the  lavish  praise  heaped  upon  the  MCMVII 
double  eagle  in  the  previous  year,  collectors  and  dealers  went  out  of  their  way  to 
say  unfavorable  things  about  the  Indian  motif  As  many  collectors  follow  what 
they  read  m print,  this  was  a turnoff  to  the  collecting  of  them,  and  vcr\-  few 
numismatists  endeavored  to  save  the  type  by  date  and  mintmark  sequence.  More 
were  .set  aside  of  the  1908,  due  to  the  novelty  of  the  first  year  ot  issue,  but  still 
they  are  hardly  common  in  relation  to  the  demand  tor  them. 

The  obverse  features  a male  Indian  chief,  similar  to  life,  rather  than  the  fan- 
ciful representation  on  the  current  Indian  Head  cent.  This  is  more  like  the  Sc- 
ries of  1899  Silver  Certificate,  also  modeled  on  realits’.  The  reverse  illustrates  a 
ficrchcd  eagle,  one  of  Saint-Gaudens’  favorite  poses  for  the  national  bird,  used 
on  his  unofficial  inaugural  mcd.il  for  Thcosforc  Roosevelt.  19ttS,  as  well  as  . - 
the  reverse  of  the  Indian  Head  SIO  of  19(17.  among  other  places 
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Choice  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 

Key  to  the  Series 


875  1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A choice,  lovely  specimen  with  rich 

lustre.  Nicely  struck  and  with  superb  eye  appeal.  Variety  with  sharp 
D mintmark  (some  have  a weak  mintmark).  This  is  truly  an  out- 
standing example  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle 
series,  1911-1929,  far  ahead  ofits  closest  competition. 


Key  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


876  1911-D  MS-62  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive  ex- 
ample of  the  highly  important  1911-D  quarter  eagle.  The  present 
piece  is  from  the  reverse  die  with  sharp  D mintmark,  an  important 
consideration. 

877  Trio  ofindian  quarter  eagles  grading  MS-61  (NGC):  ☆ 1912. 
Lustrous  rose-gold  ☆ 1928.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  ☆ 1929.  Lus- 
trous with  hints  of  rose.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Scarce  1914  Quarter  Eagle 


878  1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  original  mint  lustre.  A 

very  attractive  com,  certainly  a “high  end”  MS-62.  Among  Phila- 
delphia Mint  quarter  eagles  the  1914  is  somewhat  of  a sleeper.  The 
present  piece  has  much  to  offer  in  the  way  of  quality  and  elusive 
character. 


879 


1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  orange  gold  surfaces. 
Popular  mintmark. 


880  1914-D  MS-62.  Lustrous  gold  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  ma- 

genta. Popular  Denver  Mint  issue. 


Choice  1915  Quarter  Eagle 


881  1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bachly  lustrous  light  yellow  gold.  A very 
nice  example  of  this  Philadelphia  Mint  issue. 

882  Pair  of  Indian  quarter  eagles  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1915 
☆ 1928.  Both  with  lustrous  and  attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1925-D  Quarter  Eagle 


883  1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  in  warm  yellow-or- 
ange gold.  Well  struck.  Quarter  eagles  of  the  1925-D  variety  can 
often  vary  widely  in  quality.  This  is  a particularly  nice  one.  It  is 
further  distinguished  as  being  the  last  Denver  Mint  coin  made  of 
that  denomination. 

Quarter  eagles  of  the  Indian  Head  type  were  struck  from  1908  through  1915, 
after  which  production  ceased,  to  resume  in  1925  at  the  Denver  Mint.  A curi- 
ous footnote  in  numismatics  is  that  although  quarter  eagles  were  made  from 
1925  through  1929,  they  were  not  available  for  face  value  at  banks,  but  only  at  a 
premium.  Tellers  and  cashiers  could  not  get  enough  of  them,  and  when  they 
arrived  they  were  able  to  charge  a 25c  to  50c  premium  each  for  those  who 
desired  to  acquire  them  as  souvenirs. 

884  1925-D  MS-62.  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
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THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD  PIECES 

An  impressive — and  rare — 1854-D  in  MS-61  is  one  of  the  first  coins 
within  the  denomination  offered,  and  it  makes  for  an  auspicious  begin- 
ning to  the  parade  of  rarities  that  follows.  Choice  AU  examples  of  1867 
(ex  Virgil  Brand)  and  1868  are  found  here,  and  a Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo 
1878 — tied  for  finest  graded  by  NGC,  and  one  ofjust  20  pieces  reportedly 
struck — is  surely  a highlight.  All  in  all,  the  present  offering  is  chock  full  of 
pleasing  coins,  some  rare,  some  more  readily  available,  but  all  certain  to 
excite  and  delight  their  next  owner. 


Lustrous  1854  $3  Gold 

First  Year  of  Issue 


885  1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  A richly  lustrous  and  very  attractive  ex- 

ample of  the  1854  $3  gold,  the  first  year  of  issue.  On  the  reverse 
the  word  DOLLARS  is  in  smaller  letters  than  in  later  years.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  satiny  lustre  in  a warm  and  very  appeal- 
ing orange  gold  hue.  This  piece  wiU  serve  well  in  a t)'pe  set. 


Lovely  1854  Gold  $3 


886  1854  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  lovely.  An  ideal  can- 

didate for  a type  set. 


High-Grade  1854-D  $3 


887  1854-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  lustrous  gold.  Some  microscopic 

porosity,  perhaps  taken  from  a shipwreck?  Certified  as  MS-61  by 
NGC,  but  worthy  of  a bit  more  in  the  way  of  explanation.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow,  microscopically  porous,  as 
noted,  and  show  the  typical  strike  for  1854-D.  There  is  some  light- 
ness at  the  hair  curls  at  the  center  and  trivial  lightness,  scarcely 
worth  mentioning,  at  the  end  ot  the  plumes.  The  reverse  is  ex- 
tremely bold,  this  including  the  ribbon  as  well  as  the  date.  To  the 
left  and  right  there  is  some  weakness  at  the  dentils,  this  being  true 
of  all  but  tw'o  known  authentic  specimens,  one  of  which  is  on  dis- 
play at  ANA  Headquarters  in  Colorado  Springs  as  part  of  the  Harry 
W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection. 

In  a forthcoming  study  on  S3  pieces  to  be  released  by  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Rarities  (details  soon),  the  1854-D  and  other  va- 
rieties are  discussed  in  fascinating  detail.  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
particular  variety  has  an  especially  rich  numismatic  background, 
with  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  in  grades  significantly  below  this. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (MS-62). 


Rare  1867  $3  Gold 

From  the  Brand  Collection 


888  1867  AU-55  PL.  Brilliant  and  somewhat  proofiike.  Well  struck. 

A lovely  specimen  that  traces  its  pedigree  to  Virgil  M.  Brand,  the 
greatest  super-collector  of  all  times  in  terms  of  the  quantity'  and 
value  of  coins  he  acquired — over  350,000  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1926.  Dave  Bowers’  book  I'irgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  his  Era, 
traces  the  fascinating  collecting  career  of  this  fine  gentleman,  who 
in  addition  to  having  the  greatest  collection  of  all  times,  was  a very 
knowledgeable  numismatist. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  I ’ir<;il  Brand  Collection,  \o- 
vember  1983,  Lot  234. 
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Low-Mintage  1868  S3 


889  1868  AU-58.  An  attractive  example,  well  struck,  and  lustrous,  of 

one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series.  Just  4,850  circulation  strikes 
w'ere  made  ot  the  1868,  and  yet,  as  is  the  case  with  many  of  the  S3 
pieces,  the  elusive  nature  has  been  overlooked  by  the  market,  and 
this  coin  is  likely  to  be  surprisingly  affordable. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  March  1995,  Lot  437. 


Lustrous  1874  S3  Gold 


890  1874  AU-58  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  .specimen  which  closely 

approaches  the  Mint  State  level.  In  fact,  it  is  every  bit  as  nice  as 
some  that  have  achieved  that  designation.  Some  contact  and  other 
marks  are  seen  on  the  obverse,  no  doubt  accounting  for  the  grade. 


Incredibly  Rare  1878  Proof  S3 
One  of  20  Coined 
High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

891  1878  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  In  the  world  of  Proof  S3 


pieces  a mintage  of  20  approaches  the  vanishing  point — few  pieces 
are  rarer  than  this.  In  fact,  few  issues  have  a lower  production.  The 
number  known  today  is  not  certain,  but  is  probably  fewer  than  15, 
projecting  this  into  the  front  row  of  classic  pieces.  Over  a long 
period  of  time  we  have  had  more  of  the  famous  1875  Proof  S3 
coins  than  we  have  of  the  1878. 

The  present  piece  is  one  of  just  three  certification  events  at 
NGC  at  the  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  designation,  with  none  finer. 
In  reviewing  certification  data  for  various  Proof  rarities  a gener- 
ous grain  of  salt  must  be  taken,  as  such  pieces  are  so  valuable  that 
they  are  often  submitted  multiple  times,  this  reference  being  to  all 
Proofs  across  the  board.  The  devices  are  frosty  cameo  set  against 
deep  mirror  surfaces  with  “orange  peel”  texture.  For  the  connois- 
seur who  has  seen  just  about  everything  and  has  just  about  every- 
thing, this  no  doubt  will  be  a tantalizing  possibility. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3 


(2x  photo) 

892  1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  highly  prootlike,  which 

is  not  usually  the  case  for  the  1878  date.  Although  quite  a tew  MS- 
63  coins  exist,  among  these  this  is  one  ot  the  nicest  from  the  stand- 
point of  eye  appeal.  The  details  are  sharply  struck  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  The  color  is  a warm  yellow-orange  gold.  .Ml  told  tho 
is  a beautiful  coin,  ideal  for  consideration  for  a type  set. 
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Attractive  1878  $3  Gold 


893  1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and  highly  lustrous  example 

ot  this  popular  date.  Some  friction  is  seen  on  the  obverse  and  no 
doubt  determined  the  grade. 


894  1878  AU-55  PL.  Brilliant  with  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  A 

nice  example,  within  the  grade,  of  the  most  readily  available  later 
date  in  the  series. 


1882  $3  Gold 


895  1882  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  but  lightly  cleaned  with 

hairlines  visible  in  the  fields.  However,  the  eye  appeal  is  not  se- 
verely disrupted,  the  piece  is  semi-prooflike  and  still  quite  appeal- 
ing. Variety  with  doubled  2 in  date,  the  earlier  punched  one  about 
50%  higher  than  the  final  position. 


Splendid  Prooflike  1885  $3 


(2x  photo) 


897  1885  MS-62  PL  (ANACS).  Sometimes  a delineation  between  a 

circulation  strike  and  a Proof  is  very  difficult  to  make,  and  such  a 
situation  is  here.  To  aU  intents  and  purposes  it  appears  to  be  a Proof, 
even  with  orange  peel  surfaces,  but  a close  technical  inspection 
reveals  it  is  a circulation  strike.  The  coin  is  very  attractive,  with  a 
few  contact  marks  defining  the  grade,  but  not  significantly  reduc- 
ing the  eye  appeal. 

Only  801  S3  pieces  of  1885  were  struck  for  circulation,  one  of 
the  smallest  production  figures  of  any  circulating  coin  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Mint  in  1792,  to  the  present  day.  This  speci- 
men combines  attractive  appearance  and  rarity  and  will  occupy  an 
honored  spot  in  the  collection  of  its  next  owner. 


Low-Mintage  1888  $3 


Splendid  Proof  1883  $3 

Cameo  Gem 


(2x  photo) 

896  1883  Proof-65  Cameo  (ANACS).  A lovely  cameo  Proof  of  this 

desirable  date,  one  of  just  89  Proofs  struck  and  one  of  only  989 
coins  altogether,  the  other  900  being  circulation  strikes.  One  of 
the  relatively  few  19th-century  gold  coins  that  have  total  mintages 
below  the  1,000  mark.  The  present  piece  will  .serve  well  tor  the 
specialist  or  type  collector.  This  beautiful  and  rare  com  will  attract 
wide  attention  as  it  is  sold. 


898  1888  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  of  this  low-mintage 

date.  The  present  coin  is  just  a whisper  away  from  Mint  State.  The 
eye  appeal  is  very  good  for  an  AU  piece,  suggesting  that  this  is 
worthy  of  special  attention  from  anyone  desiring  such  a piece  for 
type  or  as  a key  date. 
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HALF  EAGLES 

One  of  che  most  important  offerings  of  early  Heraldic  Reverse  half 
eagles  to  ever  cross  the  auction  block  is  about  to  unfold  courtesy  of  the 
Gnrrnnwi  Collection.  This  incredible  offering  is  practically  “knee-deep”  in 
great  rarities,  condition-wise  as  well  as  by  rarity  and  desirability.  A pair  of 
1795  Small  Eagle  pieces,  the  first  U.S.  gold  coins  struck,  is  front  and  cen- 
ter, one  of  which  is  Mint  State,  the  other  choice  AU.  Seven  1798  half 
eagles  are  represented,  of  which  six  are  different  Breen  varieties!  Four  1799s 
are  featured,  with  three  different  varieties  present,  while  a pair  of  different 
1800  varieties  is  also  offered.  Next  up  are  1802/1  and  1803/2  (two  differ- 
ent varieties),  followed  by  1804  (four  varieties),  1805, 1806  (two  varieties), 
while  multiple  1807s  of  both  design  types  make  an  appearance.  Multiple 


halt  eagles  of  1808/7,  1810,  1811,  and  1812  complete  the  offering  of  the 
Capped  Bust  Left  design  type.  The  rare  and  desirable  Capped  Head  Left 
type  is  next,  with  1813,  1814/3,  1818  STATESOF,  and  1820  offered  here  ! 
for  your  bidding  enjoyment,  all  rare  and  exciting,  and  all  in  grades  that  will 
beckon  to  one  and  all!  Liberty  half  eagles  are  out  in  force,  led  by  a Mint 
State  1839-C.  Other  scarce  to  rare  Liberty  $5s  from  all  the  branch  mints 
are  included,  with  a lovely  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  1873  Close  3 rarity  a 
highlight  that  will  shine  brightly.  Indian  half  eagles  begin  with  a gem  Sand 
Blast  Proof-66  1908  and  move  quickly  on  to  a Satin  Proof-66  1909,  a choice 
AU-55  example  of  the  1909-0  issue,  the  key  to  the  series  and  the  final 
issue  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  A Sandblast  Proof-66  1911  is  followed 
by  several  scarce  to  rare  branch  mint  issues,  all  impressive  by  virtue  of  their 
quality  and  desirability. 


Mint  State  1795  Half  Eagle 
Small  Eagle  Reverse,  B 1-A 


America's  very  first  gold  coin.  In  late  summer  1795  the  Mint  pro- 
duced the  first  coins  in  this  metal,  half  eagles,  and,  who  knows, 
this  may  have  been  among  the  initial  batch!  For  type  set  purposes 
the  coin  is  of  commanding  importance. 


The  obverse  and  reverse  are  both  quite  well  struck,  not  needle 
sharp  in  all  details,  but  significantly  above  average,  and  without 
die  adjustment  marks.  The  specimen  is  a treat  to  the  trained 
numismatist’s  eye,  attractive,  desirable,  and  rare. 

Although  the  Mint  Act  of  April  2,  1792  authorized  the  pro- 
duction of  gold  coins,  pieces  were  not  struck  in  precious  metals 
(silver  and  gold)  until  surety  bonds  could  be  obtained  for  certain 
officials.  This  was  not  accomplished  until  1794,  at  which  time  half 
dollars  and  dollars  were  minted,  followed  by  the  first  gold  half  eagles 
in  the  summer  of  1795,  soon  thereafter  by  $10  eagles.  It  was  not 
until  1796  that  the  quarter  eagle  made  its  debut. 

The  obverse  shows  Miss  Liberty  with  what  we  like  to  call  a 
conical  cap,  easily  identifiable.  The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle  perched 
on  a palm  branch,  holding  a laurel  leaf,  said  to  have  been  taken 
from  an  ancient  cameo — a nice  motif  which  today  stands  as  one  of 
the  most  attractive  in  the  early  series. 

Over  a long  period  of  time  half  eagles  of  this  date  have  formed 
a special  focus  of  attention  for  a number  of  numismatists,  possibly 
the  earliest  being].  Colvin  Randall,  a Philadelphia  dealer,  inves- 
tor, and  collector,  who  was  particularly  active  in  the  1870s  and 
1880s.  He  compiled  a list  of  obverse  and  reverse  die  varieties  which 
was  used  in  a few  scattered  catalogues,  but,  to  our  knowledge  was 
never  published  as  a separate  monograph.  Later,  William  H. 
Woodin  and  Edgar  H.  Adams  were  among  those  studying  the  is- 
sue, not  to  overlook  the  superb  scholarship  of  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr., 
and  the  efforts  of  others,  among  whom  can  be  mentioned  Robert 
Miller  (who  wrote  a book  on  the  denomination). 

There  were  so  many  obverse  and  reverse  dies  made  of  1795 
that  they  seem  to  have  served  as  a stock  in  trade  at  the  Mint  for 
years  afterward,  as  evidenced  by  the  use  of  one  obverse  die  as  late 
as  the  calendar  year  1898  (in  combination  with  an  anachronistic 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse). 
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Attractive  1795  Half  Eagle 

Small  Eagle  Reverse 


900  1795  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  AU-55  (NGC).  A 

rather  atypical  example  of  an  early  half  eagle,  offering  a great  deal 
of  rich  coppery  red  toning  that  has  been  long  removed  from  so 
many  pieces  seen.  The  higher  points  are  a warm  yellow  gold  creat- 
ing a pleasant  visual  effect  in  combination  with  traces  of  mint  lus- 
tre that  remain  in  the  protected  devices.  Nicely  struck,  though 
with  typical  softness  at  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers,  however  most  of 
these  feathers  are  visible,  if  not  completely  defined.  A small  planchet 
void  is  noted  in  the  obverse  field  before  star  13,  as  made,  which 
will  serve  to  easily  identify  this  example  in  the  future.  A small  dig 
is  noted  on  the  reverse  adjacent  to  the  D in  UNITED,  but  the 
visual  effect  of  this  is  somewhat  diminished  by  the  toning.  A very 
pleasing  example  of  the  first  half  eagle  type — an  issue  that  is  highly 
prized  today. 


Lovely  1798  B 1-B  Half  Eagle 


901  1798  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-4+.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A lovely  speci- 

men m light  yellow  gold.  Much  lustre  remains.  Some  deeper  yel- 
low toning  is  present  on  the  highest  points,  lending  a pleasing  aes- 
thetic appeal,  and  a scattered  minor  hairline  is  present.  The  strik- 
ing is  cjuitc  good  on  both  sides,  yielding  an  example  that  would  be 

difficult  to  surpass  at  this  grade  level. 

(^11  the  obverse  .1  prominent  raised  ridge,  as  typically  seen  on  this  variety, 
extends  from  below  stars  1-2,  continuing  to  the  right  beneath  the  first  three  date 


digits,  through  the  bottom  of  the  8,  ending  below  the  bust.  This  seems  to  liav. 
been  a scribe  line  of  some  sort,  quite  unusual.  The  die  is  lightly  cracked  from  the 
rim  through  the  two  highest  points  of  star  1 , dividing  in  the  field,  with  one  branch 
going  upward  and  the  other  ending  in  the  curl  to  the  right.  Another  crack  extends 
from  the  rim  through  the  conical  cap  to  near  the  center  of  the  coin.  On  the  reverse 
there  are  several  cracks,  most  notably  from  the  rim  through  the  second  S (STATES) 
to  the  eagle’s  head,  with  a related  crack  extending  from  the  eagle’s  neck  left  through 
the  top  of  the  wing  to  the  border.  Another  crack  is  seen  from  the  lower  right  of  the 
shield  through  the  end  of  the  olive  branch  to  the  border,  and  yet  another,  quite 
delicate,  can  be  seen  at  the  left  extending  from  the  third  feather  to  a dentil.  A ver)' 
light  crack  is  seen  from  the  lower  part  of  the  eagle’s  feathers  to  the  right,  through 
the  top  of  the  branch,  through  the  right  side  of  R (AMERICA),  to  the  border. 
Shattered  die  is  probably  an  appropriate  description  of  the  reverse.  The  Bass  Core 
Collection  coin  shows  a nearly  identical  die  state. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


Attractive  1798  Heraldic  Eagle  $5 

14  Reverse  Stars 


902  1798  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-6.  14  Reverse  Stars.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

An  attractive  early  half  eagle,  light  yellow  gold,  and  without 
planchet  flaws.  Good  lustre  remains.  The  variety  is  somewhat  scarce 
in  all  grades.  On  the  reverse  .several  radial  cracks  are  seen,  evi- 
dence of  a die  that  could  also  be  called  shattered,  but  which  had  not 
fallen  apart.  One  particularly  prominent  crack  goes  through  F (OF) 
downward  through  the  ribbon,  the  right  part  of  the  shield,  exits  to 
the  lower  right,  crosses  the  branch,  goes  through  the  right  tip  of 
the  final  A (AMERICA),  and  ends  at  a dentil,  in  essence  dividing 
this  section  of  the  die.  However,  w'ithin  that  section  there  is  an- 
other break,  extending  more  or  less  horizontally  through  the  top 
leaves  of  the  branch,  through  E,  to  a dentil.  A network  of  other 
cracks  begins  at  the  shield,  extending  to  the  lower  left  to  the  bor- 
der, and  to  the  upper  left.  This  die  state  is  far  more  advanced  than 
the  Norweb-Bass  Core  Collection  coin.  This  variety,  with  14  re- 
verse stars,  is  a much  sought  after  rarity,  one  that  is  listi'd  in  the 
Guide  Book  despite  a total  population  of  only  a few  dozen  pieces  in 
all  grades.  None  h.ave  been  graded  Mint  State  by  PC(N. 

From  the  Greenwood  Gollection. 
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Lustrous  1798  B 2-D  $5  Gold 


903  1798  Breen  2-D.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well 

struck,  and  highly  lustrous,  this  half  eagle,  although  graded  AU- 
53,  is  fully  as  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  graded  as  AU-58  or  even 
MS-6().  The  coin  possesses  nearly  all  of  its  mint  frost,  is  well  struck 
at  some  of  the  central  areas  except  at  the  centers,  and  has  a great 
deal  of  “sparkle.”  As  such  it  will  serve  nicely  to  illustrate  the  type 
or  variety.  The  reverse  die  shows  multiple  cracks,  particularly  evi- 
dent at  a cluster  at  and  below  TE  (UNITED)  and  prominent  scat- 
tered breaks  and  cuds  at  TATES  O.  Among  half  eagles  of  this  era, 
the  reverse  dies  seem  to  have  held  up  less  well  than  the  obverse, 
and  quite  a few  varieties  show  multiple  cracks,  although  usually 
not  as  extensive  as  here.  This  variety  is  unknown  without  these 
cracks,  suggesting  they  occurred  during  the  manufacture  of  the 
die.  The  quality  of  this  piece  compares  favorably  to  any  other  we 
have  seen. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


904  1798  Breen  3-E.  Rarity-5+.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A very  pleasing 

example  of  this  scarce  variety,  well  struck  in  light  yellow  gold.  In- 
deed, the  striking  is  exceptional  for  any  $5  piece  of  this  era.  While 
it  is  not  needle  sharp,  the  vast  majority  of  details  are  nicely  de- 
fined. In  keeping  with  other  half  eagles  of  the  Greenwood  Collec- 
tion the  quahty  is  all  there.  A long  die  crack,  from  the  back  of 
Liberty’s  head  towards  star  7,  is  faint  on  the  present  specimen.  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  elusive  variety. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 
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Rare  Variety 
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Choice  1798  B 4-F  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


905  1798  Breen  4-F.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Another  attractive 

early  half  eagle,  this  specimen  is  in  light  yellow  gold  on  a problem- 
free  planchet,  and  is  a treat  to  the  eye.  The  surfaces  are  lightly  re- 
flective and  the  visual  appeal  is  superb,  though  we  note  a tiny  rim 
bruise  just  left  of  6:00  on  the  reverse.  The  striking  is  somewhat 
light  at  the  centers,  as  usual.  On  the  reverse  a delicate  crack  is  seen 
from  the  rim  past  the  left  of  O (OF)  through  the  cloud,  down  to 
the  upper  right  of  the  shield,  a much  earlier  state  than  the  primary 
Bass  coin,  which  also  shows  a notable  obverse  crack  from  B of 
LIBERTY  to  star  13. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


906  1798  Breen  6-H.  Rarity-5+.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50, 

or  perhaps  a little  finer  but  brushed  on  both  sides  with  the  obverse 
being  most  heavily  affected.  Still,  the  surfaces  are  a pleasing  me- 
dium yellow  gold.  Traces  of  lustre  remain  on  the  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  shows  evidence  of  light  prooflike  reflectivity.  Minor 
striking  softness  is  seen  on  the  eagle’s  neck  feathers,  but  the  hori- 
zontal shield  crossbars  are  nearly  all  complete,  and  the  wing  feath- 
ers are  full  and  sharp.  While  somewhat  imperfect  from  past  mis- 
handling, the  piece  retains  much  desirability  as  a scarcer  variety 
with  sharp  detail  and  decent  eye  appeal,  all  things  considered. 


Scarce  1798  Half  Eagle 

B 6-H,  High  Rarity-5 


Another  1798  B 6-H  $5 


907  1798  Breen  6-H.  Rarity-5  + . VF-25  (PCGS).  A well-worn 

specimen,  designated  as  VF-25,  this  piece  retains  good  eye  appeal 
and  is  a worthwhile  consideration  at  that  level.  Obverse  and  re- 
verse are  light  yellow  gold.  The  piece  seems  to  have  been  cleaned 
long  ago,  giving  it  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  Bight  above  the 
hair  curl  below  B of  LIBERTY  there  is  a tiny  dig  or  depression. 
On  the  reverse  a crack  is  seen  past  the  final  S (STATES).  A rare 
variety,  and  probably  the  last  1798-dated  die  marriage  struck.  The 
reverse  was  also  used  in  1799. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 
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1799  B 1-A  Half  Eagle 


908  1799  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  Net  EF-40  (ANACS).  “AU  detail.” 

An  item  for  the  budget-conscious  buyer,  this  coin  is  quite  sharp, 
but  was  lightly  polished  some  time  ago,  giving  it  a net  grade  of 
EF-4(),  plus,  although  not  clearly  visible  in  the  holder,  with  “rims 
damaged-cleaned,”  per  the  ANACS  evaluation.  We  recommend 
in-person  inspection  ot  this  coin  prior  to  bidding,  as  there  are  a 
number  of  variables.  The  visual  appeal  still  renders  this  a collect- 
ible coin. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 

Elusive  1799  B 3-F  Half  Eagle 


909  1799  Breen  3-F.  Rarity-6.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow 

gold.  On  a problem-free  planchet  (without  adjustment  marks),  this 
being  a general  rule  for  pieces  from  the  Greenw’ood  Collection.  A 
nice  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  grade,  a coin  with  superb 
color  and  excellent  lustre  for  the  grade. 

On  the  reverse  some  clash  marks  from  the  obverse  are  seen, 
most  notably  in  the  gala.xy  of  stars  above  the  eagle’s  head.  The 
final  digit  in  the  date  is  plainly  recut. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


Very  Rare  1799  B 4-H  Half  Eagle 


910  1799  Breen  4-H.  Rarity-6+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex- 

ample of  this  uncommon  variety.  Fairly  well  struck  and  of  nice 
appearance  overall.  Light  yellow  gold  with  hints  of  deeper  toning 
here  and  there.  Some  cloudiness  at  TE  (UNITED).  Held  at  an 
angle  to  the  light,  both  sides  are  slightly  prooflike.  Scattered  tiny 
planchet  chips,  as  struck,  are  noted  on  the  obverse.  This  piece  is 
notably  sharper  than  the  primary  Bass  coin,  retained  by  the  Bass 
Foundation  and  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  John  A.  Beck-Harry 
Bass  coin  sold  in  1999.  The  present  offering  gives  the  unusual  op- 
portunity of  contemplating  a collection  of  half  eagles  by  die  vari- 
eties, particularly  of  the  years  commencing  with  1798,  an  oppor- 
tunity not  often  presented. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


911  1799  Breen  4-H.  Rarity-6+.  Net  EF-40;  AU-50  or  so  for  sharp- 

ness, but  close  inspection  reveals  that  the  fields  have  been  lightly 
abraded  with  tiny  contact  marks.  However,  the  aesthetic  appeal  is 
not  too  severely  diminished  and  the  color  is  a medium  yellow  gold. 
The  reverse  field  areas  that  are  not  rough  are  nicely  lustrous,  while 
the  protected  areas  around  the  obverse  are  sharply  prooflike. 
more  affordable  example  of  this  rarer  variety. 
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Lustrous  1800  B 1-C  $5 


912  1800  Breen  1-C.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 

surfaces  with  much  lustre  still  present.  A very  tiny  rim  bruise  is 
seen  at  the  right  border  above  TY.  The  reverse  is  bright  and  lus- 
trous, with  all  the  character  of  a Mint  State  com  if  graded  sepa- 
rately. Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  fairly  well  struck,  some  light- 
ness at  the  higher  points,  but  otherwise  well  defined,  better  than 
average.  On  the  reverse  some  clash  marks  can  be  seen,  particularly 
in  the  stars  above  the  eagle’s  head  and  to  the  lower  right  of  the 
shield.  A richly  appealing  coin,  ideal  for  a well-formed  type  set 
that  focuses  on  originality. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 

Appealing  1800  B 1-D  Half  Eagle 


913  1800  Breen  1-D.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold. 

Significantly  above  average  strike.  A nice  example  of  the  date,  va- 
riety, and  grade.  A few  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  most  nota- 
bly in  the  field  near  star  7 and  on  the  reverse  far  to  the  right  of  the 
eagle’s  head.  Such  go  with  the  territory  and  are  factored  in  as  part 
of  the  numerical  grade. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


Prooflike  1802/1  Half  Eagle 


914  1802/1  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-7  to  8.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attrac- 

tive example,  prooflike  in  the  protected  areas,  indicating  that  when 
first  struck  the  piece  must  have  been  simply  spectacular  to  view. 
On  the  reverse  among  the  stars  are  some  planchet  adjustment 
marks.  The  overall  striking  is  quite  good,  and  the  general  appear- 
ance is  likewise. 


Nearly  Mint  State  1803/2  Half  Eagle 
B 1-B 


(2x  photo) 


915  1803/2  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

This  half  eagle  is  about  as  close  as  it  can  be  to  Mint 
State  without  actually  being  there.  Struck  in  light 
yellow  gold,  and  retaining  much  lustre,  and  on  a de- 
fect-free planchet,  this  is  truly  a handsome  example 
of  this  well-knowm  overdate.  The  undertype  2 is  very 
bold  beneath  the  3,  no  magnification  needed.  On  the 
reverse  a crack  extends  from  the  border  at  the  right 
side  of  U (UNITED)  upward  through  the  eagle’s 
beak,  exiting  through  the  E (STATES)  to  the  rim.  A 
splendid  coin  worthy  of  a strong  bid. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 
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Another  1803/2  Half  Eagle 
Variety  B 1-D 


916  1803/2  B 1-D.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

and  quite  prooflike,  this  specimen  is  one  of  the  nicest  that  could 
possibly  be  found  of  its  grade.  The  fields  are  bright,  but  some  highly 
attractive  orange  toning  may  be  seen  on  devices  and  at  reverse  pe- 
riphery. The  obverse  die  is  the  overdate,  as  preceding,  but  in  a 
slightly  later  use.  The  die  has  been  relapped  and  polished,  giving 
the  aforementioned  prooflike  surface,  but  also  removing  some  of 
the  details  of  the  undertype  2,  although  the  earlier  digit  is  still  bold 
in  most  places.  The  reverse  is  from  a different  die,  thereby  defin- 
ing the  variety.  Reverse  dies  of  this  general  type  usually  have  one 
or  several  cracks,  and  this  is  no  exception.  A delicate  crack  seems 
to  bisect  the  reverse,  although  the  continuous  thread  cannot  be 
followed.  It  commences  at  the  upper  left,  runs  along  the  top  edge 
of  the  feather,  down  through  the  shield,  exiting  to  the  right  through 
E (AMERICA). 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection.  Earlier  from  Superior’s  sale  of  Febru- 
ary 1993,  Lot  1344. 


Choice  1804  B 1-B  Half  Eagle 
Small  8 Over  Large  8 


(2x  photo) 

917  1804  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A choice  speci- 

men, above  average  m strike,  and  very  handsome  in  its  appear- 
ant  e The  fields  are  lightly  reflective  and  show  rich  lustre,  making 
a tir.im.itii  visu.il  impression.  A short  batch  of  adjustment  marks 


are  visual  at  the  horizontally  striped  portion  of  the  shield  reverse, 
and  some  are  barely  visible  at  the  arrow  talon  as  well. 

On  the  obverse  a large  numeral  8 was  first  punched,  then  a significantly  smaller 
8 punched  afterward.  An  earher  1 was  also  punched,  and  there  are  traces  of  an 
earlier  0.  Apparently  the  engraver  had  quite  a problem  when  putting  the  date  on 
this  die!  All  of  this  is  visible  under  low  magnification.  The  reverse  is  highly  un- 
usual in  that  it  has  fil'd  bisecting  cracks  from  top  to  bottom,  a feature  with  few 
counterparts  anywhere  else  in  American  coinage.  The  leftmost  begins  at  the  bor- 
der, continues  down  througb  the  right  tip  of  A (STATES)  through  the  left  side  of 
the  shield,  the  group  of  arrows,  and  exits  through  the  left  side  of  U (UNITED). 
The  crack  on  the  right  side  begins  at  the  border,  goes  through  O (OF),  down 
through  the  ride  side  of  the  shield,  exiting  at  the  final  A (AMERICA).  Again,  this 
is  interesting  to  examine  under  magnification. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection.  Earlier  from  Superior’s  Century 
Collection  Sale,  February  1992,  Lot  2619. 


Splendid  1804  B 2-C  Half  Eagle 


918  1804  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-5.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A splendid  ex- 

ample, superbly  struck,  with  magnificent  detail,  much  lustre,  and 
thoroughly  desirable.  One  of  the  nicest  half  eagles  we  have  ever 
seen  at  the  AU-55  level.  Take  heed  when  bidding! 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  from  an  early  state.  The  re- 
verse shows  vertical  die  striae  indicating  it  must  have  been  among 
the  first  impressions,  as  these  finish  lines  typically  wore  away 
quickly. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 
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Lustrous  1804  B 2-E  $5  Gold 


(2x  photo) 

919  1804  Breen  2-E.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A very  lustrous 


example,  quite  close  to  Mint  State,  but  designated  as  just  AU-53. 
Extremely  well  struck,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Greenwood  Col- 
lection. A handsome  specimen  deserving  of  close  attention  and  an 
appropriate  following  bid. 

On  the  obverse  a die  crack  extends  from  the  border  through  the  O,  into  the 
hair.  The  reverse  is  a die  with  a crack  from  the  upper  left,  to  the  top  of  the  eagle’s 
wing,  shield,  exiting  through  E (AMERICA).  At  the  first  T (STATES)  there  is  a 
small  patch  of  detritus.  (This  is  the  same  as  Breen’s  reverse  D die  ot  1803/2). 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


Attractive  1804  B 3-E  Half  Eagle 


920  1804  Breen  3-E.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  ex- 

ample in  warm  orange -yellow  gold.  Another  coin  for  the  special- 
ist to  contemplate. 

The  obverse  die  is  bisected  by  a crack  from  the  border  through  L (LIB- 
ERTY), through  the  hair,  exiting  through  the  8 of  the  date  to  the  border,  while 
another  crack  extends  from  the  border  through  a star  to  lips  of  Miss  Liberty.  On 
the  reverse  a bisecting  crack  extends  from  the  left,  across  the  top  of  the  eagle’s 
wing,  the  shield,  the  tip  of  an  olive  leaf,  through  E (AMERICA)  to  the  border. 

Lovely  AU  1804  B 3-E  Half  Eagle 


921  1804  Breen  3-E.  Rarity-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold, 

a nice  match  for  nearly  all  others  in  the  Greenwood  Collection. 
Struck  on  a problem-free  planchet.  The  details  are  quite  good, 
better  than  typically  seen  on  half  eagles  of  the  ry'pe.  Some  light 
hairlines  are  visible,  but  abundant  frost  remains  and  the  visual  ap- 
peal is  truly  excellent. 

tDn  the  obverse  the  4 is  dramatically  double  punched,  with  parts  of  the  lower 
4 still  visible.  A crack  extends  from  a dentil  through  the  8 into  the  hair,  going 
upward  to  the  curl  crossing  the  cap.  Another  crack  extends  from  the  right  border 
through  the  second  star  past  Y (LIBERTY)  to  Miss  Libery’s  mouth.  C^n  the  re- 
verse there  is  evidence  of  die  rust  at  the  center,  probably  from  the  summer  humid- 
ity in  Philadelphia.  A crack  bisects  the  die,  irregularly,  from  the  left,  along  the  top 
of  the  eagle’s  wing,  through  the  shield,  exiting  through  the  E (,AMLRlC,\i 
From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 
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Especially  Attractive  1805  $5 


Breen  2-B,  Mint  State 


922  1805  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  especially  at- 

tractive example,  this  piece  is  bright  yellow  gold,  somewhat 
prooflike,  and  is  very  easy  on  the  eyes.  Not  many  offer  this  quality. 

To  be  a bit  more  precise,  the  obverse  is  quite  well  struck  at  the 
center,  ditto  for  the  dentils  and  other  areas,  except  for  some  trivial 
lightness  at  the  center  star  points  (not  that  anyone  would  notice). 
Some  light  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen,  mostly  hidden  in  the 
hair.  The  surfaces  are  somewhat  prooflike.  The  reverse  is  also  par- 
tially prooflike.  The  striking  is  far  above  average,  with  lightness 
noted  only  to  the  left  of  the  shield  and  at  the  eagle’s  claw'  at  the 
lower  left,  again  not  that  anyone  would  notice.  Under  magnifica- 
tion, when  the  coin  is  held  at  a certain  angle  to  the  light,  there  will 
be  seen  a slight  clash  mark  outlining  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty,  this 
being  visible  above  the  olive  branch  and  below  the  eagle’s  wing. 
The  scenario  was  probably  that  the  dies  came  together,  were  lightly 
clashed,  and  then  were  relapped  or  redressed  to  remove  most  of 
the  notice  of  this  clash,  thereby  imparting  a prooflike  surface. 

This  lovely  1805  half  eagle  will  nicely  answer  the  call  for  a re- 
ally choice  coin  for  a type  set  or  a variety'  for  the  specialist. 

Lustrous  AU  1805  B 2-B  Half  Eagle 


923  1805  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-5  + . AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  of 

^lgnlflcantly  above  average  strike,  this  is  another  choice  AU  coin 
from  the  (ireenwood  Collection,  nicer  than  ty'pically  seen  tor  the 
k;r  ide  ( )ii  the  obverse  some  barely  discernible  adjustment  marks 


are  hidden  in  the  hair.  A few  short  scratches  are  noted  in  the  field 
at  the  upper  right  beneath  R of  LIBERTY.  These  have  been  taken 
into  consideration  during  the  grading  process.  The  reverse  is  deeply 
and  richly  lustrous.  Upon  close  examination  some  clash  marks  are 
seen  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  eagle’s  tale,  the  result  of  the  dies 
coming  together  without  an  intervening  planchet.  This  obverse 
die  always  shows  a raised  die  chip  inside  star  6. 

Front  the  Greenwood  Collection.  Earlierfroni  Heritage’s  sale  oj Febnt- 
ary  1994,  Lot  5237. 


High-Grade  1806  B 1-A  $5  Gold 
Choice  Mint  State 
None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 


924  1806  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4+.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A splendid  speci- 

men of  the  1806  Pointed  6 half  eagle,  as  it  is  called,  but  perhaps 
more  effectively  designated  as  having  eight  stars  to  the  left  and  five 
to  the  right.  PCGS  has  graded  four  at  this  level,  none  higher.  The 
present  coin  is  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  fairly  well  struck,  and 
quite  attractive  overall.  There  is  some  lightness  at  the  centers, 
scarcely  worth  mentioning,  and  on  the  center  of  the  reverse  are 
seen  some  mint  caused  adjustment  marks. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

As  is  typically  the  case  for  coins  of  this  era,  under  magnification  this  speci- 
men reveals  many  interesting  features.  In  the  date,  the  lower  left  serif  of  the  1 is 
missing.  The  6,  with  pointed  top,  is  far  too  high,  out  of  line  with  the  other 
digits,  and  intrudes  into  the  drapery  of  Miss  Liberty.  On  the  left  the  stars  are 
very  irregularly  arranged,  with  stars  1 and  2 touching,  and  all  others  having 
spaces  between  them,  sometimes  generous,  sometimes  tight.  Delicate  die  cr.icks 
are  seen  around  much  of  the  border.  On  the  reverse  it  is  seen  that  the  lower 
right  serif  of  the  T (appearing  three  times  on  the  die)  is  missing,  not  the  case 
with  the  single  T (LIBERTY)  on  the  obverse.  The  e.igle's  talons  totuh  the  K't- 
tom  foot  of  the  final  A in  AMERICA.  Such  dies  were  made  bv  hand,  and  fe.i 
Hires  differ  considerably  from  one  to  another. 
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Mint  State  1806  Half  Eagle 

Round  Top  6,  Stars  7X6 


925  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Round  6,  7X6  Stars.  MS-62 

(NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  this  popular  variety,  this 
piece  shows  a lot  of  “life”  and  “spirit.”  The  striking  is  about  typi- 
cal for  the  variety,  with  some  lightness  in  areas.  However,  on  the 
reverse  the  lightness  is  at  the  center  and  the  upper  part,  including 
the  stars  and  clouds  exhibits  superb  detail.  A nice  possibility  for 
the  date,  major  variety,  die  variety,  or  type. 

It  is  significant  to  remember  when  analyzing  certification  data  that  these 
are  by  date  and  major  type  alone,  not  by  die  variety.  Accordingly,  in  almost 
every  instance  these  coins  are  rarer  as  varieties  than  otherwise  suggested. 

Lustrous  1806  B 5-E  $5  Gold 


926  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Round  6,  7X6  Stars.  AU-50.  A 

lovely  specimen  retaining  much  original  lustre,  particularly  in  pro- 
tected spaces,  this  coin  will  serve  well  to  lUustrate  the  B 5-E  die 
variety  as  well  as  possibly  the  general  design  type.  The  surfaces  are 
rich  yellow.  The  striking  is  fairly  good,  some  normal  lightness  here 
and  there.  No  adjustment  marks  are  seen,  a distinct  advantage. 


“Special”  1806  Half  Eagle 

Round  Top  6,  Stars  7X6 


927  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Round  6,  7X6  Stars.  Net  VF  20 

(ANACS).  “AU  details.”  “Special”  in  the  context  that  this  com 
has  been  plugged,  repaired,  and  tooled,  and  needs  some  special 
attention  to  evaluate  its  worth.  Inspect  it  in  person  and  make  your 
own  decision. 


Choice  1807  B 1-B  Half  Eagle 

Condition  Census  Quality 
Last  Year  of  Design 


(2x  photo) 


928  1807  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  splendid 

halt  eagle,  this  piece  exhibits  a high  degree  of  prooflike  character 
on  obverse  and  reverse,  having  been  struck  from  polished  dies. 
Scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  typical  of  the  grade.  The 
striking  is  quite  good,  indeed  far  nicer  than  usually  seen.  NGC  has 
certified  only  five  at  this  grade  level  with  one  finer,  that  MS-65.  A 
highly  important  half  eagle  for  the  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

Incorrectly  attributed  as  Capped  Bust  on  NGC  label. 


AMLKICiAN  NUMISMATICS  RARITIES 


1807  Capped  Bust  Right  $5  Gold 


929  1807  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-6.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A nice  example  at 

the  AU-53  level  of  this  scarce  die  variety.  Light  yellow  gold  with 
orange  and  hints  of  deeper  toning.  Choice  planchet.  A few  scat- 
tered marks  are  typical  of  the  grade,  but  the  lustre  seen  here  is 
frostier  than  usually  seen  at  this  numerical  level.  A curved  die  crack 
above  E in  LIBERTY  is  noted;  in  a later  state,  the  crack  becomes 
a full  cud,  as  on  the  Eliasberg  coin. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


1807  Capped  Bust  Right  $5  Gold 
B 2-B,  Rarity-6 
Lustrous  Mint  State 


930  1807  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-6.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A splendid  Mint 

State  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  to  right  type 
with  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  this  will  be  ideal  for  either  a type  set 
or  specialized  collection.  The  striking  is  fairly  good,  with  some 
normal  lightness  at  the  center.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly 
lustrous  with  satiny  yellow  gold  surfaces. 

On  the  obverse  there  is  a tiny  lint  mark  from  the  right  side  of 
the  drapery  to  the  border.  On  the  reverse  a crack  is  seen  at  the  left 
side  of  the  shield,  extending  to  the  group  of  arrows. 

Harry  Bass  only  ever  found  one  specimen  of  this  rare  variety, 
the  DiBcIlo  coin  which  showed  a slightly  sharper  strike  but  was 
probably  not  technically  superior.  The  Breen  2-B  die  pair  may  be 
th  e most  ' hallenging  of  this  date  for  advanced  collectors  to  locate. 

I roni  the  C,rernuwd  Collection. 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


1807  Capped  Bust  Right  $5  Gold 
B2-C 


931  1807  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-5+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus- 

trous. Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  this  being  typical. 
The  overall  quality  is  above  average  with  the  lustre  being  rich  and 
deep,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Some  very  subtle  diagonal  ad- 
justment marks  are  visible  at  central  reverse.  A pleasing  example 
of  a challenging  issue. 

From  the  Greenwood  Collection. 


Lustrous  1807  Capped  Bust  $5 


932  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  Capped  Bust.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 

richly  lustrous  and  very  attractive  example  of  the  first  year  of  John 
Reich’s  Capped  Bust  design,  a motif  that  was  used  only  through 
1812  before  modification.  The  obverse  possesses  a needle-sharp 
strike,  including  the  hair,  the  star  centers,  and  dentils,  a virtual 
definition  of  this  design,  while  the  reverse  is  equally  remarkable. 
The  lustre  is  satiny  and  beautiful,  and  the  color  is  light  gold.  All 
told  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1807  half  eagles  we  have  ever  seen.  For 
the  type  set  enthusiast  this  will  be  a special  acquisition. 

[ohn  Reich,  a German  immigrant,  did  contract  work  tor  the  Mint  in  the  eariv 
19th  century,  and  in  1807  was  signed  as  an  assistant  on  the  start.  He  wvirked  hsr  a 
decade  under  ChiefEngraver  Robert  Scot,  creating  new  moots  including  the  t apfxxl 
Bust  motif  as  here  and  also  what  used  to  be  called  the  I'lirtwi  Hr.ut,  but  which  is  ik'w 
called  the  C7ii.«iV  Hciut  cent  of  1808  (a  motifpicked  up  tvir  the  halt  cent  ot  1809  .hhI. 
years  later,  copied  for  use  on  the  quarter  eagle  and  halt  eagle  ot  18.14). 

Reich  was  a talented  engr.iwr.  with  some  of  his  K-st  art  apivariiig  s'li  iiievlals 
of  the  era.  studied  separately  by  RoK-rt  \V  julian  in  Ills  sjHvialired  tevt  Mtiu'ugli 
he  was  not  the  duet  engr.iver.  tod.iv  Reich  is  tar  Ix'tlcr  reiiieiiilx'revl  than  lus  K's\, 
Scot,  with  the  loliii  Reich  Gollectors  S>vietv  bearing  his  name 
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Choice  Mint  State  1807  $5  Lustrous  1807  Capped  Bust  $5 

First  Year,  Capped  Bust  Left  MS-63 


933  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  What  a lovely  com 

this  is!  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  have  rich  satiny  frost,  excel- 
lent striking  details  everywhere,  and  no  adjustment  marks.  For  any- 
one seeking  a nice  example  for  a type  set,  to  illustrate  the  first  year 
ofjohn  Reich’s  Capped  Bust  left,  the  present  piece  enticingly  beck- 
ons, “buy  me!” 


934  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous,  attrac- 

tive example  with  an  exquisite  strike  and  lovely  light  lustrous  sur- 
faces. Few  early  half  eagles  of  any  date  or  variety  are  this  attrac- 
tive. This  will  attract  the  attention  of  more  than  just  a few'  ty'pe 
set  specialists. 


1807  EF  Half  Eagle 


935  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  Capped  Bust.  EF-45,  sharpness 

of  AU-50.  A nicely  struck  and  generally  fine  appearing  coin.  Some 
brush  lines  on  it  from  a cleaning  some  time  ago,  these  mainly  \'is- 
ihle  under  magnification.  Warm  yellow'  gold  surfaces. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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Rare  1807  Breen  5-E  Half  Eagle 


936  1807  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-6.  AU-53  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  gold. 

A nice  example  ot  a lightly  circulated  half  eagle. 

On  the  obverse  some  planchet  adjustment  marks  are  seen  near  the  left  edge. 
On  the  reverse  a die  crack  descends  from  E (STATES)  to  the  eagle’s  head,  con- 
tinuing into  the  shield. 


Lustrous  1808/7  Half  Eagle 

Breen  2-A,  MS-63 


937  1808/7  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous 

specimen  of  this  popular  overdate.  Second  year  of  John  Reich’s 
Capped  Bust  left  design.  Well  struck  in  all  areas  with  nice  mint 
frost.  A choice  piece  that  will  be  perfect  for  either  an  advanced 
type  set  or  specialized  collection. 


Choice  Mint  State  1810  $5 


(2.\  photo) 


938  1810  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen 

with  rich  lustrous  surfaces,  warm  yellow  gold  with  splashes  of  or- 
ange. Fairly  well  struck.  Some  lightness  at  the  centers  as  expected, 
but  scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  A lovely  piece  that  has  a great  deal 
of  warmth  and  personality.  Not  a rare  variety,  but  certainly  not 
easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and  eye  appeal. 

Pleasing  AU  1810  $5 


939  1810  Breen  2-D.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (NGC).  Moderate  wear  on 

both  sides,  not  as  lustrous  as  most  half  eagles  graded  as  AU-53  by 
NGC,  but  it  is  what  it  is.  Traces  of  orange-yellow  gold.  A prob- 
lem-free planchet. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1811  $5 

Breen  1-A,  Tall  5 


940  1811  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A choice  Mint  State 

specimen,  among  the  finest  graded  of  this  popular  variety.  Well 
struck  on  obverse  and  reverse  with  rich  lustre  and  good  eye  ap- 
peal, this  piece  invites  your  bid.  The  quality  is  all  there. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  8 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Under  magnification  it  can  be  seen  that  the  dies  have  clashed,  the  evidence 
of  which  is  most  prominent  on  the  obverse  above  the  date  where  part  ot  the 
motto  can  be  seen  raised,  transferring  from  the  incuse  on  the  reverse,  where  the 
outline  of  the  portrait  may  be  discerned. 


1‘93 


Choice  1811  Half  Eagle 

None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 


941  1811  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3+.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A high  condition 

example,  with  none  finer  graded  by  PCGS,  and  an  unknown  quan- 
tity at  the  same  level  (the  10  submissions  likely  represent  fewer 
different  coins).  Extremely  well  struck,  in  fact  definitive  in  this  re- 
gard, highly  lustrous,  and  very  desirable.  An  exceptional  example 
from  the  standpoint  of  striking,  lustre,  and  eye  appeal.  As  such  this 
is  not  an  ordinary  MS-64  but  is  special. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer. 


Lustrous  1812  Half  Eagle 

Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


942  1812  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

high  level  PCGS  com.  Condition  Census  with  a 
number  of  companions  in  the  MS-64  category. 
Just  six  are  graded  finer.  The  striking  is  excellent 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  the  lustre  is  deep  and 
rich,  and  the  eye  appeal  would  be  difficult  to  ex- 
ceed. All  told  this  piece  brings  together  many  de- 
sirable aspects,  creating  a piece  that  is  deserving 
of  strong  bidding  attention. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARIT  IES 
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Choice  1812  HalfEagle 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


The  Kennywood  Collection 


Mint  State  1813  HalfEagle 

B 1-A,  Choice  and  Lustrous 


943  1812  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Eye  appeal  is  prob- 

ably the  briefest  and  most  effective  description  one  can  give  of  this 
coin.  Beautiful  yellow-orange,  fairly  decent  strike  (more  on  this 
later),  and  rich  lustre  combine  to  create  a very  appealing  speci- 
men. One  glance  at  it  during  the  lot  viewing  process  will  tell  all. 

The  obverse  has  superb  striking  definition,  including  the  hair, 
star  centers,  and  dentils.  The  reverse  is  well  struck,  but  has  some 
microscopic  parallel  planchet  stria  (opinion  here)  at  the  left  part  of 
the  motto,  not  that  anyone  would  notice.  Here  is  a coin  the  type 
set  collector  will  appreciate,  as  will  the  variety  collector  creating  a 
wide  audience. 


(2.\  photo) 

944  1813  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A splendid  speci- 

men, this  1813  has  it  all — sharp  strike,  deep  rich  lustre,  and  attrac- 
tive appearance.  Well,  almost  all.  There  are  some  scattered  marks 
here  and  there,  taken  care  ofby  the  grade,  and  a toning  area  within 
the  5 of  the  denomination.  Within  the  MS-63  category  few  mea- 
sure up  to  the  eye  appeal  here  presented. 

Frot)i  the  Ashland  City  Collection. 
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Beautiful  1814/3  Half  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


945  1814/3  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  A beautiful  ex- 

ample ot  this  overdate,  well  struck,  and  with  deep  rich  lustre  on 
both  sides.  The  coin  bespeaks  quality  from  every  angle. 

The  obverse  is  the  overdate  variety,  as  always  for  this  year  (no 
perfect  die  exists).  Some  clash  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  par- 
ticularly behind  the  head  to  the  right  and  through  the  tops  of  the 
letters.  A delicate  crack  is  seen  through  the  base  of  the  last  two  dig- 
its, extending  to  the  right.  On  the  reverse  there  are  some  clash  marks 
from  the  obverse.  A light  crack  is  seen  through  TES  (STATES). 

NGC  Census:  8;  none  finer. 


Rare  1818  B 2-B  Half  Eagle 
STATESOF  Variety 


946  1818  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  A splendid  speci- 

men, somewhat  prootlike  on  the  obverse,  of  the  famous  variety 
with  STATESOF  run  together  as  a single  word  on  the  reverse. 
Lustrous  orange  gold  surfaces.  Elusive  in  all  grades. 


Mint  State  1820  $5  Rarity  947 

Square  Base  2,  Large  Letters 


(2x  photo) 


1820  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Although  rec- 
ognized as  a rarity,  the  1820  is  just  about  the  only  date  in  this 
decade  that  is  collectible,  and  this  not  easily!  The  present  coin 
is  one  of  number  of  different  die  combinations,  an  interest- 
ing study  in  themselves.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  superbly 
struck,  lustrous,  and  somewhat  prooflike.  The  eye  appeal  is 
excellent. 

The  obverse  die  is  characterized  at  a glance  by  a group  of 
merged  dentils  at  the  border  between  stars  9 and  10.  The 
digit  2 has  a flat  or  square  ba.se.  On  the  reverse  the  letters  arc 
large  and  somewhat  irregularly  spaced,  this  being  nowhere 
more  evident  than  in  STATES,  where  the  A is  too  far  to  the 
right.  These  and  other  dies  were  cut  by  hand,  with  the  letters 
punched  in  individually,  yielding  characteristics  that  arc  in- 
teresting to  view. 

For  the  study  and  appreciate  ofthis  and  other  early  half  eagles,  wv  highh 
recommend  acquiring  a copy  of  Dave  Bowers'  IkhT  The  Harr)’  M Hio,  /r 
Museum  SyIIo)^.  prepared  for  the  Many  W Bass.  Jr.  Foundation  Tins  studs 
delves  into  all  early  gold  coins,  1795-18.^4.  is  color  illustrated,  and  pre-ont' 
much  information  not  readily  available  from  ans  other  single  source 
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948  1839-C  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous.  Some  friction  in 

the  fields,  but  much  lustre  still  remains.  About  typical  strike  for 
the  1839-C,  some  lightness  at  the  center  and  certain  star  points, 
but  tairly  well  defined  overall.  The  present  piece  is  quite  hand- 
some. The  C mintmark  was  used  above  the  date  only  in  this  year 
in  the  Liberty  Head  series,  making  the  variety  (and  its  Dahlonega 
Mint  counterpart)  very  popular. 

NGC  Census;  7;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1839-C  $5 


Sharp  1842-D  Half  Eagle 

Small  Date 


949  1842-D  Small  Date.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50  or  per- 

haps a little  finer  but  both  sides  have  been  brushed.  Very  sharply 
struck  with  excellent  definition  of  the  star  centers  and  hair  curls, 
while  the  feathers  of  the  eagle  show  minimal  softness  though  all 
are  clearly  defined.  This  issue  is  one  of  the  finer  products  ot  the 
Dahlonega  Mint  where  conditions  resulted  in  many  of  its  coins 
having  a rather  crude  appearance  when  compared  to  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterparts. 


Desirable  1847/7  Half  Eagle 


950  1847/7  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  orange  toning  over  warm 

yellow  gold  surfaces.  The  devices  are  somewdiat  satiny  while  the 
fields  show  considerable  proofiike  qualities  due  to  the  dies  having 
been  harshly  polished  as  part  of  their  regular  maintenance.  Careful 
.tiidy  reveals  the  clearly  defined  top  of  an  erroneously  placed  digit 
7 visiblcjust  above  the  dentils  to  the  lower  left  of  the  final  position 
of  the  digit. 


Lustrous  1852-D  Half  Eagle 


951  1852-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold.  An  attractive  ex- 

ample, lustrous,  and  with  superb  eye  appeal.  The  obverse  and  re- 
verse fields  are  deeply  basined,  this  being  done  in  the  machine 
shop  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint,  giving  the  obverse  (in  particular)  a 
distinctive  appearance  from  that  seen  on  Philadelphia  coins.  Un- 
der magnification  some  interesting  die  characteristics  can  be  seen 
as  well. 

Among  Dahlonega  half  eagles  of  this  date  this  is  certainly  a 
beautiful  example,  and  as  such  we  expect  it  to  create  quite  a bit  of 
interest. 


1852-D  Half  Eagle 


952  1852-D  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55  but  cleaned,  leaving  the 

greenish  yellow  gold  unnaturally  bright.  However,  the  surfaces 
display  only  minimal  marks,  fairly  typical  for  the  grade,  and  the 
overall  eye  appeal  decent  all  things  considered.  Mild  softness  is 
noted  in  the  strike  most  evident  in  the  eagle’s  neck  feathers,  leg 
feathers,  and  arrow  feathers. 


953  1854-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  some  lustre 

remaining.  Some  striking  weakness  is  evident  in  the  central  details 
as  typical,  but  not  to  a distracting  degree. 


AMI'KK  :AN  NUMISMA  TIC  ' l^.AlkI  I IltS 


The  Kennywooi)  Collection 


197 


Attractive  AU  1855-C  $5 

Likely  Fort  Capron  Treasure 


954  1855-C  AU-50  (ICG).  A splendid  example,  this  piece  is  likely 

from  the  Fort  Capron  treasure,  discussed  in  our  sale  a year  ago  of 
the  Thomas  Sebring  Collection,  notes  of  which  are  reiterated  be- 
low. Likely  at  the  time  of  immersion  this  piece  was  Mint  State. 
Today  it  has  attractive  surfaces,  with  some  slight  matte  effect  due 
to  seawater.  Rare  and  desirable. 

In  1857,  in  the  middle  of  continuous  hostilities  between  federal  troops  and 
the  native  Seminole  tribes,  Majorjeremiah  Yellot  Dashiell  left  Charleston,  South 
Carolina  with  $23,000  in  his  possession,  entrusted  to  him  as  payment  to  federal 
troops  stationed  at  Fort  Capron,  an  outpost  near  modern  Fort  Pierce,  Florida. 
Dashiell  found  transport  on  the  IVillicUtt  and  Mary,  and  from  that  large  vessel 
took  a smaller  boat  to  the  shore — but  he  ran  into  a tiny  problem:  the  large  sum 
of  cash  which  he  was  charged  with  protecting  as  an  Army  paymaster  was  spilled 
from  the  boat  when  it  was  tipped  over  in  the  surf,  and  it  was  not  recovered  in 
the  soft  sand  below.  Congress  released  Dashiell  from  fault  the  next  year,  despite 
the  fact  that  within  a month  the  major  portion  of  another  payroll  was  stolen 
from  him  when  he  left  it  unattended  in  a hotel  room!  The  latter  negligence  did 
cost  Dashiell  hisjob  by  executive  order  of  President  Buchanan. 

The  Fort  Capron  payroll  was  finally  found  over  a century  later,  in  1963, 
when  the  coins  were  discovered  scattered  across  the  limestone  deposits  under 
the  sand  of  what  was  once  an  environmental  feature  called  the  Indian  River 
Inlet.  According  to  a state  inventory  of  coins  located,  582  gold  coins  were  found, 
fairly  equally  divided  between  $20,  $5,  $2.50  and  $1  gold  pieces,  with  a smaller 
number  of  $10  eagles.  Over  200  silver  coins  were  also  recovered  in  badly  cor- 
roded condition.  In  a later  court  action,  the  amateur  divers  who  found  the  trea- 
sure admitted  to  recovering  more  than  3,000  gold  coins  and  never  reporting 
them  to  the  state,  meaning  that  the  vast  majority  of  coins  found  were  sold  into 
numismatic  channels  without  a word  of  where  they  were  recovered — thus  los- 
ing this  fascinating  historical  provenance.  Many  ot  the  coins  were  scarce  issues 
of  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco — the  dates  on  the 
double  eagles  ranged  from  1850  to  1856  and  included  coins  from  Philadelphia, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco. 

From  Superior’s  August  2002  sale,  Lot  2008. 


High-Grade  1858-S  $5 

Sharp  and  Lustrous 


(2x  photo) 

955  1858-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A splendid  example  of  tbe  1858-S,  the 

present  piece  is  Condition  Census  for  NGC,  with  none  graded 
higher.  The  coin  is  sharply  struck,  highly  lustrous  and  very  attrac- 
tive— a splendid  specimen  that  will  no  doubt  attract  the  advanced 


buyer.  Few  exist  at  this  grade  and,  significantly,  the  Guide  Hook 
does  not  price  the  issue  at  any  Mint  State  level. 

N(fC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


High-Grade  1860  $5 


956  1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  A high-grade  example  of  an  issue  which  is 

usually  seen  well  worn.  Intense  orange-gold  surfaces  with  some 
areas  of  magenta.  Scarce  at  higher  levels  as  such  as  this. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1864-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


957  1864-S  Net  EF-45;  AU  details  (ANACS).  The  present  coin, 

graded  by  ANACS,  is  a very  nice  example  of  its  kind.  However,  at 
one  time  it  was  lightly  cleaned  or  brushed.  In-person  inspection  is 
suggested.  However,  generations  of  numismatists  w'ere  born  and 
died  without  having  technical  numbers  and  detailed  explanations 
such  as  this.  The  present  piece  would  have  served  just  fine  in  nearly 
any  past  specialized  collection  of  half  eagles  by  date  and  mint,  prob- 
ably not  with  further  mention. 

Among  half  eagles  of  this  era  the  1864-S  is  remarkable  for  its 
rarity.  Just  3,888  were  made,  far  and  away  the  lowest  San  Fran- 
cisco mintage  of  any  half  eagle  after  the  first  year  of  issue,  1854-S. 
At  the  time  not  even  one  coin  was  set  aside  as  a numismatic  souve- 
nir or  for  a collection.  Accordingly,  finding  an  example  today  is  a 
matter  of  rare  chance.  The  obverse  is  very  attractive  in  appear- 
ance, quickly  giving  an  aspect  ot  boldness,  but  upon  close  exami- 
nation showing  some  lightness  at  the  three  leftmost  stars,  less  so 
on  star  10,  and  on  the  high  points  of  the  hair,  these  being  charac- 
teristic and  possibly  not  deserving  of  discussion.  C")!!  the  reverse 
there  is  some  lightness  below  the  shield,  also  typical.  Much  mint 
lustre  still  survives.  For  the  advanced  specialist  in  half  eagles  this 
1864-S  represents  one  of  the  nicest  to  come  on  the  market  in  our 
era,  a coin  that  should  be  examined  m person  and,  afterward,  com- 
peted for  vigorously.  It  is  a truly  desirable  specimen. 
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Splendid  Proof  1873  Half  Eagle 

Misplaced  Date 


(2x  photo) 


958  1873  Close  3.  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid 

Proof  example  of  the  1873  half  eagle,  one  of  just  25  coined.  This 
piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  Part 
IV,  November  2000,  Lot  516,  there  described: 

Inten.se  orange-gold  on  satiny  devices,  deeper  olive-gold  mirror 
fields.  An  impressive  cameo  half  eagle.  A prized  rarity,  one  of25  Proofs 
of  the  date  struck.  All  Proofs  of  the  date  are  of  the  Close  3 variety.  Of 
the  25  pieces  said  to  have  been  struck,  about  nine  to  12  can  be  traced 
today.  Again  we  have  an  outstanding  combination  of  aesthetic  appeal, 
high  numerical  grade,  and  absolute  rarity — coming  together  in  a way 
that  characterizes  the  Bass  Collection  offerings  in  so  many  instances. 

This  piece  is  as  desirable  as  ever.  If  you  missed  the  Bass  oppor- 
tunity, here  is  another  chance.  After  this  it  may  disappear  for  a 
long  time. 

With  regard  to  misplaced  dates,  of  which  dozens  have  been 
discovered  among  19th-century  dies,  these  typically  show  traces 
of  the  top  parts  of  one  or  two  numerals,  mostly  hidden  in  the  den- 
tils, and  below  the  position  where  the  date  was  finally  punched. 
The  current  (subject  to  change)  theory  of  the  writer  is  that  this 
involved  a test  tap  of  the  logotype  punch  to  determine  the  hard- 
ness of  the  steel  die,  preparatory  to  entering  the  punch  in  the  right 
location.  Presumably,  if  the  punch  made  no  impression  at  all  the 
die  was  too  hard,  and  would  be  softened  by  annealing.  If  the  die 
made  a light  impression,  as  here  (just  the  top  of  the  7 is  visible), 
then  it  was  satisfactory  for  the  date  logotype  to  be  entered  deeply 
in  the  correct  place. 

PCCS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  Bowers  atid  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 
Part  IV,  Noi'ember  2000,  Lot  516. 


Lustrous  1874  Half  Eagle 

Condition  Census  Challenger 


959  1874  AU-58  (NGC).  At  the  AU-58  level  this  1874  challenges 

but  does  not  pierce  the  border  of  Condition  Census.  The  dies 
are  somewhat  prooflike  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Circulation 
marks  are  extensive,  dictating  the  grade,  but  overall  the  appear- 
ance is  quite  nice. 

NGC  Census:  16;  5 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Key  1874-S  Half  Eagle 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


960  1874-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A Condition  Census  example,  with  few 

equal  or  finer  in  existence,  of  the  highly  important  1874-S  variety. 
Although  the  mintage  was  not  small  this  year,  likely  most  were 
exported  or  melted.  Today,  very  few  remain  at  higher  levels. 
PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (AU-58). 


961  1884  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces. 


962  1888-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold,  lustrous,  and  of  over- 

all nice  appearance,  this  1888-S,  certainly  not  expensive,  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  date  and  mint.  The  striking  is  light  in  a tew  areas, 
not  unusual  for  the  date  and  mint.  Cue  viewer  of  the  com  sug- 
gested that  it  is  “super  clean  and  under  graded."  tlie  "clean"  not 
meaning  the  coin  has  been  cleaned,  but  is  free  ot  detect\ 
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963  1888-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  gold  with  some  splashes  of  or- 

ange. 


Choice  Mint  State  1891-CC  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


964  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  accompanied  by  a 

high  grade  but  beyond  that  a piece  that  has  superb  quality.  The  ob- 
verse has  exquisite  strike,  virtually  definitive  for  the  design,  in- 
cluding hair  details,  star  centers,  and  dentils.  The  fields  are  smooth 
and  satiny.  The  same  can  be  said  for  the  reverse,  sharply  struck 
from  top  to  bottom,  from  left  to  right,  and  richly  lustrous,  the 
lustre  being  of  a slightly  different  nature  and  more  “frosty.”  Al- 
though Mint  State  1891-CC  half  eagles  come  on  the  market  now 
and  again,  only  occasionally  do  they  have  the  superb  quality  of- 
fered by  the  present  piece. 


tiftil  1895  half  eagle,  not  rare  but  certainly  a treat  to  the  eye. 

966  1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  with  nice  lustre.  An  ideal 

example  at  the  MS-63  level. 


Superb  Proof  1901  Half  Eagle 
Finest  NGC  Graded 


(2x  photo) 


967  1901  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  sur- 

faces. Finest  graded  by  NGC  in  the  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  cat- 
egory, with  none  others  in  sight.  Although  140  Proofs  were  struck 
this  year,  probably  no  more  than  a handful  can  compete  wdth  this 
in  quality  today,  and  of  those,  this  is  the  only  one  that  has  found  its 
way  to  Sarasota,  Florida,  to  be  examined  by  the  experts  at  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Gem  Sandblast  Proof  1908  S5 

Among  Finest  Known 


968  1908  Indian.  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A beautiful  specimen, 

one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen,  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt’s  Indian  Head  design.  This  is  a Sandblast  Proof,  correct 
nomenclature  according  to  what  the  Mint  and  numismatists  called 
them  until  the  modern  era,  terminology  that  is  now  coming  back 
into  use.  The  present  piece  is  as  handsome  as  can  be  and  will  cer- 
tainly be  a feather  m the  numismatic  cap  of  its  lucky  next  owner. 
Ideal  for  a type  set,  of  course,  and  also  for  a specialized  cabinet. 
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Gem  Satin  Proof  1909  $5 
Satin  Proof-66 


(2x  photo) 

969  1909  Satin  Proof-66  (NGC).  A splendid  satin  Proof,  some- 

times called  Roman  Finish  Proof,  specimen  of  the  1909  half  eagle — 
created  by  a special  process  which,  to  our  eye,  yields  a very  at- 
tractive coin.  However,  in  the  era  in  which  these  were  made  they 
were  not  particularly  popular,  as  they  somewhat  resemble  gem 
Mint  State  coins,  especially  at  quick  glance.  Accordingly,  not 
many  were  made,  and  of  those  that  were  produced,  many  have 
since  been  lost.  Of  the  1909  half  eaglejust  78  Proofs  were  struck. 
We  believe  that  fewer  than  50  survive  today,  and  of  those  not 
many  can  compare  to  this.  The  value  attached  to  this  and  other 
Proofs  of  the  era  is  such  that  resubmission  has  become  a popular 
practice,  with  the  result  that  certification  service  data  are  no  in- 
dication of  how  rare  the  pieces  actually  are.  As  has  been  said  in 
the  coin  trade,  it  wall  not  be  too  long  until  more  coins  have  been 
certified  than  actually  exist! 

The  Satin  Finish  Proofs  of  1909  and  1910  and  also  the  Sand- 
blast Proofs  of  1908  and  1912-1915  show  the  design  detail  in  sharp- 
ness not  often  seen  on  circulated  coins. 


970  1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A richly  lustrous  example  of  one  of  the 

more  readily  available  Mint  State  half  eagles  of  this  design.  An  ideal 
candidate  for  a type  set. 


Important  1909-0  S5 


971  1909-0  AU-55  (NGC).  In  high  level  circulated  grades  the  1909- 

( > IS  far  and  away  the  rarest  of  tlie  Indian  Head  half  eagles,  simply 


because  the  even  rarer  (in  absolute  terms)  1929  is  normally  seen 
Mint  State.  This  is  being  a bit  technical,  of  course.  When  seen,  the 
1909-0  is  usually  a grade  or  two  below  that  offered  here.  A nice 
example  at  the  indicated  grade. 


Choice  1910  Half  Eagle 


972  1910  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  lustre  over  light  orange  gold  surfaces. 
Very  attractive,  the  lustre  being  virtually  three-dimensional.  An- 
other high  quality  piece.  Isn’t  it  remarkable  how  many  coins  in 
the  present  catalogue  are  of  connoisseur  quality? 

973  1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  gold  lustre  with  some  hints 
of  blue.  Quite  attractive. 


Superb  Sandblast  Proof  1911  $5 


(2x  photo) 


974  1911  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  A stunningly  beautiful  Sandblast 

Proof  of  the  1911  half  eagle,  one  of  the  finest  in  existence.  A few- 
stray  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  lower  right  of  the  reverse  and  need 
to  be  mentioned,  but  these  are  probably  what  keep  the  designa- 
tion from  being,  say,  Proof-67  or  Proof-68.  On  the  other  hand, 
perhaps  they  do  not  need  to  be  mentioned — most  cataloguers 
would  not. 

Of  the  1911  Sandblast  half  eagles,  139  are  listed  in  the  Guide 
Booh  as  having  been  struck.  Quite  a few-  of  these  have  disappeared 
in  the  meantime,  as  today  examples  are  rarities  at  all  Proof  levels. 
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Choice  and  Rare  1911-D  $5 


975  1911-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  ILichly  lustrous  surfaces,  deep  orange 

gold,  describe  this  especially  high-grade  1911-D.  Among  half  eagles 
of  this  design,  the  1911-D  is  a key,  the  importance  of  which  in- 
creases as  the  grade  numbers  go  up.  Relatively  few  are  offered  at 
the  MS-64  level. 

PCGS  Population;  12;  1 finer  (MS-65). 


Lustrous  1911-D  Half  Eagle 


976  1911-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A richly  lu,strous  example  of  this  key- 

issue,  this  MS-62  com  is  highly  affordable  m comparison  to  ex- 
amples classified  as  MS-63  or  MS-64.  Although  the  price  differ- 
ence is  significant,  the  difference  in  appearance  is  not  so  signifi- 
cant and,  accordingly,  the  present  piece  should  be  very  attractive 
to  many  bidders. 


Choice  1912  Half  Eagle 


977  1912  MS-63  (NGC).  A choice,  lustrous  specimen  with  orange  gold 

surfaces.  Frosty,  attractive,  and  one  of  the  nicest  extant  at  this  level. 


Rare  Mint  State  1912-S  S5 


978  1912-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A richly  lustrous  example  of  the  1912-S 

half  eagle,  this  piece  will  qualify  nicely  for  a high-grade  specialized 
set.  The  certification  number  does  not  take  it  into  the  Condition 
Census,  but  the  eye  appeal  lends  a generous  measure  of  desirabil- 
ity, in  our  opinion,  with  the  result  that  this  piece  could  nicely  fit 
into  a collection  with  an  average  grade  of,  say,  MS-63. 


Choice  Mint  State  1913  $5 


979  1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  A choice  specimen,  deeply  and  richly  lus- 

trous, and  quite  attractive.  A few  tiny  contact  marks  are  seen  on 
the  obverse  at  the  top  feather.  This  piece  has  eye  appeal  far  ex- 
ceeding most  we  have  seen  certified  at  this  level. 


Mint  State  1914-S  Half  Eagle 


980  1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  pleasing  Mint  State  speci- 

men. High  enough  grade  to  be  very  attractive  with  much  mint 
frost  and  yet  low  enough  in  the  Mint  State  range  to  be  affordable 
to  the  specialist — perhaps  an  ideal  situation. 


Mint  State  1916-S  $5 


981  1916-S  MS-63,  or  so  with  a few  faint  hairlines  left  behind  by  a 

mild  cleaning  some  tine  ago.  However,  these  arc  a minor  distrac- 
tion, and  take  away  only  slightly  from  the  overall  desirability.  The 
pleasing  yellow  gold  surfaces  arc  remarkably  clear  of  heavier 
bagmarks,  and  both  sides  offer  nice  mint  lustre.  A rather  nice  ex- 
ample of  the  date  regardless  of  minor  shortcomings. 
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GOLD  EAGLES 

A nice  EF-40  1795  13  Leaves  eagle  begins  this  section,  followed  by 
three  other  early  eagles  before  moving  to  the  Liberty  eagle  series.  High- 
lights among  Gobrecht’s  design  type  include  a marvelous  Froof-66  Cameo 
1867,  one  of  50  examples  of  the  date  reportedly  struck,  though  today’s 
conventional  wisdom  suggests  that  perhaps  only  25-30  or  so  were  actually 


distributed.  Next  up  is  another  great  and  prominent  rarity,  an  1869  eagle 
in  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo,  one  of  just  25  struck.  Not  yet  enough?  How 
about  a Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  1884  eagle  or  the  Norwcb  1898  eagle, 
now  called  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo!  Proofs  of  1899  (two)  and  1900  are  here 
as  well.  Indian  eagles  include  Sandblast  Proof-66  examples  of  the  1912  and 
1914  issues,  with  a smattering  of  other  important  Indian  eagles  filling  out 
the  roster! 


Impressive  1795  Gold  Eagle 

First  Year  of  Issue 


(2x  photo) 

982  1795  Taraszka-2,  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-4.  13  Leaves.  EF-40 

(ANACS).  Every  1795  eagle  is  impressive  and  this  is  no  excep- 
tion. Representing  the  first  year  of  issue  the  1795  was  used  exten- 
sively in  commerce,  with  the  result  that  examples  are  elusive  in  all 
grades  today.  The  present  piece  seems  to  have  been  cleaned  on  the 
obverse  at  one  time,  although  this  is  not  noted  on  the  holder.  As 
opinions  of  such  matters  can  vary,  we  invite  you  to  check  it  out  on 
your  own  account. 

Among  basic  design  rv'pes  of  eagles  the  1795-1797  with  conical 
- ap  '.I  • we  like  to  call  it),  combined  with  a small  eagle  on  the  reverse 
IS  fir  ,ind  ,ivv,iy  the  rarest.  As  such,  the  present  coin  will  appeal  to 
m.iny  people  ende.ivoring  to  ,KX|iiire  one  ol  each  basic  motif 


“Special”  1796  Eagle 


(2x  plioto) 

983  1796  T-6,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-20,  AU  details. 

(ANACS).  A lovely  specimen  at  first  glance.  Upon  closer  inspec- 
tion it  is  seen  to  have  been  skillfully  plugged,  apparently  a small 
hole  was  once  drilled  in  the  coin  near  the  rim  in  the  space  above 
BE  (LIBERTY),  making  it  suitable  for  suspension  on  a cord.  Both 
surfaces  have  been  lightly  cleaned,  specitically  noted  here,  but  mit 
impairing  overall  attractiveness.  The  striking  is  quite  sharp,  in- 
deed remarkable.  This  coin  does  require  some  special  consider- 
ation when  evaluating  its  worth,  which  a tew  iniiuites  spent  in 
personal  inspection  should  accomplish. 

From  Hcritcit’c's  Noi’cmlvr  /999.s,i/c.  Lot  ti.V.sO. 
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Rare  1797  $10  Eagle 
B 2-C,  T-12 


(2x  photo) 


984  1797  T-12,  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-20,  VF  details 

(ANACS).  This  1797  eagle  did  its  duty,  saw  active  circulation, 
and  was  worn  dow'n  to  the  VF  level.  It  also  was  lightly  polished  at 
one  time.  Along  the  way  some  marks  and  scratches  were  picked 
up.  That  said,  we  have  a significant  rarity,  but  in  a lower  grade. 
There  is  a market  tor  all  things  that  are  numismatically  elusive, 
and  for  the  right  person  who  does  not  want  to  spend  significantly 
more  for  a higher  grade  specimen,  this  may  well  fill  the  bill. 


Sharp  1801  Eagle 


985  1801  T-24,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  VF-35,  sharpness  of  EF- 

45.  A fairly  sharp  strike,  but  with  surface  marks  and  evidence  of 
an  early  cleaning,  this  piece  invites  in-person  inspection  to  deter- 
mine its  value.  This  is  one  of  many  coins  in  the  early  American 
series  for  which  a single  assigned  number  does  not  relate  all  of  the 
aspects.  The  example  is  in  medium  yellow  gold  and  quite  attrac- 
tive overall.  Eagles  of  the  early  style,  called  “Old  Tenor”  in  finan- 
cial journals  of  mid  18th  century,  are  quite  scarce  as  a class. 


Elusive  1844  Eagle 


986  1844  EF-45.  Medium  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Marks  are  seen  here 

and  there,  including  some  on  the  cheek,  mostly  hidden  by  other 
aspects  of  the  surface. 

The  1844,  with  a mintage  ofjust  6,361,  is  a rarity  among  issues 
of  this  early  era.  E.xamples  are  elusive  in  any  and  all  grades.  During 
this  time  the  eagle  was  the  largest  gold  coin  of  the  realm  (the  double 
eagle  not  being  created  until  the  1850s),  and  financial  records  show’ 
that  many  of  them  were  exported,  particularly  to  England,  w’here 
they  w'ere  melted. 


Attractive  AU  1852  $10 


987  1852  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  yellow-  gold.  Extensive  circulation 

marks  keep  this  out  of  the  Mint  State  category,  but  overall  it  re- 
mains attractive.  As  is  often  the  case  with  this  design  n-pc.  the 
reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would  be  a notch  or  rwo  higher. 

Although  AU  eagles  (and  also  half  eagles)  of  this  era  are  fairly 
scarce,  those  who  specialize  in  collecting  them  might  be  scarcer 
yet!  Accordingly,  there  exists  the  opportunity  to  get  a generous 
helping  ofbasic  scarciw  and  rariw  for  a relatively  low  price. 


AMEILICIAN  NUMISMATIC  RARLl  IF.S 
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Scarce  1855-0  Eagle 


988  1855-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Much  lustre  remains 

in  protected  areas.  An  attractive  e.xample  of  one  of  the  more  elu- 
sive halt  eagles  ot  this  era,  a piece  that  the  specialist  will  want  to 
consider  carefully. 


Prooflike  1855-0  Eagle 


989  1855-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  bright  yellow  gold, 

highly  prooflike.  A key  issue  in  the  series,  the  1855-0  is  not  often 
presented  for  sale.  When  it  is,  the  eye  appeal  often  falls  short  of 
that  offered  here. 

Dies  were  sent  in  unhardened  form  from  Philadelphia  to  the  branch  mints. 
Upon  arrival  at  one  or  another  of  the  destinations  the  dies  were  basined  (given  a 
curved  radius  or  dishing  to  the  fields),  finished,  and  hardened  in  the  machine 
shop  operated  by  each  mint.  These  processes  varied  considerably,  giving  inter- 
esting characteristics  to  the  coins  today.  Generally,  New  Orleans  pieces  were 
given  prooflike  surfaces,  dies  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  (for  lower  denomina- 
tions) were  finished  rather  roughly  and  incompletely,  and  dies  at  San  Francisco 
were  very  well  finessed.  For  many  gold  issues  of  this  era  the  cataloguer  can  tell 
by  looking  at  the  obverse  which  mint  it  is  from,  without  seeing  the  mintmark  on 
the  other  side.  The  same  thing  is  possible  in  other  series,  perhaps  most  often 
among  Morgan  dollars. 


Prooflike  1858-0  Eagle 


990  1858-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Prooflike  surfaces  are 

seen  m protected  areas  ot  the  coin,  this  being  usual  for  many  New 
Orleans  issues  due  to  the  die  basining  process  there.  The  1858-0 
is  a key  issue  in  any  and  all  grades.  The  present  piece  is  at  once 
attractive  and  desirable. 


Marvelous  1867  Proof  $10  Rarity 

Incredible  Quality 
Highest  Solo  NGC  Grade 


(2x  photo) 

991  1867  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  What  a great  coin  this  is!  First 

ot  all,  among  NGC  coins  it  is  the  only  piece  graded  Proof-66 
Cameo,  no  competitors,  and  nothing  higher.  Moreover,  this  cer- 
tification event  took  place  a number  of  years  ago,  and  today  it 
might  be  evaluated  at  a higher  grade.  Although  the  Mint  Report 
states  that  50  1867  Proof  eagles  were  made,  probably  this  does 
not  refect  the  number  distributed,  especially  since  the  figure  of 
30  is  given  for  1866  and  25  for  1868.  Today,  the  1867  is  an  in- 
credible rarity,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  specifically  account 
for  more  than  a dozen  pieces. 

The  present  specimen  is  splendid  in  its  appearance.  The  por- 
trait is  frosty  and  satiny.  There  are  some  planchct  marks  near  the 
cheek,  from  the  original  planchet  and  nothing  to  do  with  striking. 
The  stars  are  needle  sharp,  the  date  is  bold,  the  dentils  are  sharp, 
and  everything  else  is  as  hoped  for,  including  deep  mirror  Proof 
surface.  The  same  could  be  said  for  the  reverse,  sharp  striking, 
cameo  contrast,  and  splendid  deep  Proof  fields. 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  Proof  eagles  are  especially  rare, 
as  a class  more  elusive  than  the  S20  denomination.  The  acquisi- 
tion of  a piece  such  as  this  is  more  dependent  upon  the  opportu- 
nity than  the  price  paid.  The  1867  is  also  rare  as  a due,  with  circu- 
lation strikes  hardly  ever  available  in  higher  grades.  It  this  coin 
sells  to  someone  else  and  is  tucked  away  in  a collection  tor  a gen- 
eration, it  may  be  years  before  another  auction  ottering  occurs.  .'Kn 
incredible  rarity,  an  incredible  coin,  an  incredible  opportumy. 

NGC  Census:  I;  none  finer  m .my  desipuition. 
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Fantastic  Proof  1869  Eagle 

Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

992  1869  Proof-65  ★ Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A fantastic  coin,  this 

1869  is  the  second  highest  certified  by  NGC.  Just  25  pieces  are 
said  to  have  been  struck  and,  similar  to  the  situation  for  the  1867, 
even  the  most  expert  of  experts  would  be  hard  pressed  to  make  a 
list  of  the  locations  of  a dozen  different  pieces.  Again,  the  oppor- 
tunity is  more  important  than  the  cost — pay  whatever  it  takes  to 
acquire  this  beauty,  and  you  will  own  it.  Otherwise,  you  may  not 
have  such  an  opportunity  for  a long  time. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  display  frosty  motifs,  letters,  and  nu- 
merals against  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  quality  is  all  there,  the 
rarity  backs  it  up  (plus  the  aspect  that  the  1869  is  rare  as  a date  in 
circulated  grades)  and  all  other  aspects  of  a classic  are  present. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  all  designations  (Proof-67*  Ultra  Cameo). 


Lustrous  1871-S  Eagle 


993  1871-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  remaining.  A 

satisfactory  specimen  of  an  issue  which,  when  seen,  is  apt  to  show 
extensive  wear.  Eagles  of  the  186()s  and  1870s  are  much  more  elu- 
sive than  generally  thought. 


Stunning  Proof  1873  $10 


(2.x  photo) 


994  1873  Close  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Another  amazing  gold  Proof 

coin,  this  is  in  the  category  of  the  rarest  of  the  rare — struck  in  an 
era  from  which  relatively  few  gold  Proofs  survive.  Just  25  are 
said  to  have  been  struck,  but  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
track  down  even  half  that  number  today.  This  coin  has  frosted 
devices,  letters,  and  numerals,  all  sharply  struck,  set  against  deep 
mirror  fields.  A piece  that  is  just  right.  Once  again  the  word  op- 
portunity comes  to  the  fore,  perhaps  the  most  important  aspect  of 
this  offering. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Important  1876-CC  Eagle 


995  1876-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  yellow gold.Just  4,696  pieces  were 

struck  of  the  1876-CC  eagle,  a rare  variety  within  a generally  rare 
Carson  City  era. 
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Incredible  Proof  1884  $10 

Condition  Census 


{2x  photo) 


996  1884  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  incredible  example, 

certified  as  Proot-64  DCAM  by  PCGS,  and  as  such,  high  Condi- 
tion Census,  with  just  one  finer.  How  many  different  pieces  this 
involves  is  anyone’s  guess.  The  present  coin  is  incredible  in  all  re- 
spects— frosted  elements  against  deep  mirrored  surfaces  with  “or- 
ange peel”  texture,  sharp  strike,  and  great  beauty.  While  this  piece 


is  not  in  the  rarity  category  of  Proof  gold  eagles  of  the  previous 
two  decades,  still  there  are  so  few  around  that  it  may  be  years  be- 
fore we  have  an  equivalent. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-65  DCAM). 

Some  comments  concerning  Proof  gold:  Proof  gold  coins  from  the  dollar 
to  the  double  eagle  became  generally  available  m 1858.  As  discussed  under  our 
present  olTering  of  a dollar  of  that  date,  such  coins  seem  to  have  been  available 
singly  from  the  Mint  with  more  being  ordered  of  the  smaller  denominations, 
most  notably  the  dollar.  In  an  era  when  few  other  current  gold  coins  of  any  com 
were  collected,  dollars  were  popular.  Scarcely  anyone  paid  attention  to  higher 
values  such  as  $5,  $10,  and  S20. 

Proofs  were  produced  continuously  through  1901,  most  having  frosted 
cameo  surfaces  set  against  deep  mirror  fields.  Gold  dollars  and  S3  pieces  were 
last  coined  in  1889,  after  which  a gold  Proof  set  consisted  of  the  S2.50,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20.  In  1902  the  operation  was  transferred  to  the  third  Philadelphia  Mint 
building.  Someone  in  the  Medal  Department,  where  Proofs  were  made,  de- 
cided to  polish  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  creating  “bright”  rather  than  frosty 
motifs.  This  general  style  continued  for  the  next  several  years.  Perhaps  not  be- 
ing aware  of  this,  certain  coins  have  been  certified  as  “cameo”  and  the  like,  but 
they  probably  should  not  be.  In  any  event,  all  are  from  the  same  dies. 

Beginning  with  the  Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  coinages  of  1908,  the  Sand- 
blast Proof  method  was  employed.  Under  this  operation  pieces  were  carefully 
struck  on  a medal  press  using  regular  (not  polished)  dies,  creating  pieces  with 
exquisite  detail.  They  were  then  blasted  on  both  sides  by  a fine  stream  of  sand 
particles.  Gold  Proofs  of  this  type  were  not  particularly  popular  with  collectors, 
and  in  1909  and  1910  a new  style,  the  Satin  Finish  Proof,  was  employed,  creat- 
ing pieces  of  fairly  bright  yellow  appearance,  with  satiny  surfaces.  These,  too, 
were  unpopular,  to  such  an  extent  that  at  the  1910  American  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation Convention  an  official  resolution  was  passed  condemning  them!  At  the 
Mint  the  coiners  reverted  to  the  tormer  Sandblast  Proot  style  for  the  continuing 
coinage,  1911  through  1915.  Numismatic  apathy  persisted,  mintages  became 
smaller,  and  after  1915  the  production  of  such  pieces  ceased. 

Relatively  unappreciated  in  their  day.  Sandblast  and  Satin  Finish  Proof  coins 
are  very  much  in  the  limelight  today,  and  when  choice  pieces  cross  the  auction 
block  there  is  always  a great  deal  of  excitement.  The  beauty  of  these  pieces  is  that 
it  is  possible  with  some  persistence  to  put  together  a set  of  the  $2.50,  $5,  $ 1 0,  and 
$20  denominations  from  1908  through  1915,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities  with 
w'hich  to  contend,  although  some  are  extremely  elusive.  With  an  element  of  luck, 
a run  of  any  one  of  these  series  could  be  accomplished  within  a space  of  two,  three, 
or  four  years,  if  high-quality  pieces  with  good  eye  appeal  are  desired.  In  contrast, 
assembling  a set  of  mirror  Proof  Liberty  Head  eagles  would  probably  require  10, 
20,  or  30  years!  As  noted  in  our  earlier  offerings,  coins  of  the  1860s  and  1870s 
rarely  appear. 
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1888-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  fully  Mint  State  coin, 
no  doubt  about  that.  Sharply  struck  on  the  obverse  and  reverse, 
worthy  of  note  as  such.  Attractive  lustre,  orange-yellow  gold  in 
patination.  Not  many  pieces  can  equal  this  in  terms  of  numerical 
grade  plus  cjuality. 

Under  high  magnification  a delicate  tracery  of  die  cracks  can  be  seen  con- 
necting most,  but  not  all  obverse  stars  and  the  first  digit  of  the  date.  On  the 
reverse  a similar  situation  can  be  seen  among  the  peripheral  letters. 

The  preceding  reminds  us  that  over  a decade  ago  the  American  Numis- 
matic Certification  Service,  then  headquartered  in  Colorado  Springs,  kept  much 
information  in  the  way  of  technical  die  details  relating  to  authentic  coins  as  well 
as  forgeries.  Often  a delineation  of  die  cracks,  such  as  we  give  for  this  coin,  can 
in  the  future  identify  a similar  piece  as  being  authentic  (as  counterfeiters  cannot 
reproduce  delicate  die  cracks  correctly).  It  would  seem  to  us  that  today  there 
would  be  decent  market  for  a technical  guide  bringing  together  in  a single  vol- 
ume, almanac  form,  all  of  the  information  concerning  forgeries  that  has  ap- 
peared in  back  issues  of  The  Ntinhsnuitisl,  in  current  columns  by  Skip  Fazzari 
and  others,  as  well  as  whatever  information  the  certification  services  might  be 
retaining.  Such  would  benefit  all  of  numismatics  and  would  serve  as  a useful 
reference. 

Ideally,  one  of  the  mainstream  numismatic  publishers  or  the  ANA  should 
take  this  ball  and  run  with  it.  If  that  doesn’t  happen,  perhaps  NGC  or  PCGS, 
both  of  which  are  always  seeking  advantages,  could  take  this  on  as  a project, 
enlisting  the  help  of  others.  Numismatics  would  be  well  served. 


Proof  1889  Eagle 


998  1889  Proof-60,  or  a bit  finer  for  general  surface  quality  but  the 

obverse  is  marred  by  a rather  heavy  staple  scratch  across  the  lower 
portion  of  the  coin  from  star  1 to  star  12.  Numerous  fine  hairlines 
are  seen  in  the  fields,  but  the  fields  remain  very  reflective  and  con- 
trast nicely  against  the  devices. 

Mint  State  1890-CC  Eagle 

Lustrous  and  Attractive 


999  1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Carson  City  half  eagles  and  eagles  are 

very  elusive  in  Mint  State.  When  seen  they  are  apt  to  be  toward 
the  end  of  the  series,  as  here.  The  present  piece  has  satiny  lustre, 
full  brilliance,  and  is  very  attractive.  The  reverse  exhibits  slight 
proofiike  characteristics,  not  common  for  a Carson  City  SIO.  A 
splendid  piece  that  the  specialist  will  appreciate. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1898  $10 

The  Norweb  Coin 


1000  1898  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  First  of  all,  no  other  Froof- 
68  has  been  awarded  by  NGC  for  this  design  type  and  none  by 
PCGS  either,  this  piece  stands  alone,  one  of  a kind.  That  said,  the 
piece  also  answers  the  call  for  quality,  being  virtual  perfection.  The 
portrait  and  eagle  are  frosted,  as  are  the  stars,  numerals,  and  letters, 
all  against  a mirrored  Proof  field  of  the  “orange  peel”  texture.  The 
coin  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  fabulous  Norweb  Collection,  a con- 


nection that  adds  a quintessence  to  an  already  marvelous  coin.  For 
many  years  Emery  May  Holden  Norweb  was  among  the  foremost 
connoisseurs  in  the  hobby,  carefully  considering  many  coins,  but 
selecting  relatively  few,  of  which  this  is  one. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer 

From  Bowers  and  Mereiia ’s  sale  of  the  Nonocb  Collection,  March  1988, 
Lot  2212. 
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Splendid  1899  Proof  Eagle 

Especially  Pleasing 


(2x  photo) 

1001  1899  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  In  an  older  NGC  holder,  this 
coin  might  be  called  Ultra  or  Deep  Cameo  today.  All  1899  Proofs 
are  the  same,  and  if  any  other  one  is  Deep  Cameo,  then  this  piece 
is  also.  Just  86  Proofs  were  struck  this  year,  of  which  very  few'  sur- 
vive today  in  the  quality  offered  here.  This  particular  date  has  the 
obverse  field  deeply  basined,  from  the  die-making  process,  adding 
more  curvature  than  normal,  and  giving  an  especially  interesting 
cameo  effect.  Even  if  you  do  not  contemplate  buying  it,  check  it 
out  for  the  educational  experience,  perhaps  comparing  it  to  the 
1884  Proof  offered  earlier  which  is  not  deeply  basined.  Such  dis- 
tinctions are  not  widely  known.  The  present  piece  combines 
beauty,  rarity,  and  everything  else  desirable.  Certainly  it  will  be 
exciting  when  the  moment  of  sale  occurs. 


Proof  1899  Eagle 


1002  1899  Net  Proof-60;  or  perhaps  somewhat  better.  Upon  first  look 
this  piece  has  every  bit  of  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  a Proof-64  cameo, 
with  deeply  reflective  mirrors  and  sharply  contrasting  devices.  A 
few  hairlines  in  the  fields  would  be  acceptable  at  the  higher  grade. 
However,  close  inspection  reveals  that  a couple  of  minor  nicks  in 
the  obverse  rim  have  been  lightly  filed.  The  reverse  is  superb,  and 
would  likely  grade  gem  on  its  own  merits.  Needless  to  say,  this  is  a 
very  nice  quality  Proof,  aside  from  the  noted  rim  problem  and  as 
such  it  presents  a nice  opportunity  to  the  more  price-conscious 
collector  desiring  an  example  of  a 19th-century  Proof  gold  coin — 
a class  of  coins  that  is  unfortunately  well  out  of  reach  for  many. 


Gem  Proof  1900  Eagle 

Condition  Census  Quality 


{2.\  photo) 


1003  1900  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof  example,  frosted  sur- 
faces against  mirror  fields  with  the  desirable  “orange  peel"  tex- 
ture. A few  tiny  marks  are  seen  on  the  obverse  in  front  of  the  nose, 
probably  keeping  this  from  a higher  grade.  The  basining  on  this 
coin  is  quite  a bit  different  from  that  on  the  1899,  indeed  worth 
inspecting,  as  such  differences  have  not  been  mentioned  in  print, 
to  our  knowledge. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  4 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 
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1004  1904-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  and  quite  attractive,  this 
1904-0  is  among  the  everlastingly  popular  eagles  of  this  era  from 
the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Most  production  was  accomplished  else- 
where, namely  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco,  with  New  Orleans 
pieces  in  the  minority. 

Mint  State  1910-S  Eagle 


1005  1910-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  wdth  lovely  orange 
gold  toning  and  highlights  of  pale  yellow  and  blue.  Some  light 
bagmarks  account  for  the  grade,  but  none  are  particularly  serious. 


1006  1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Somewhat  subdued  lustrous  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck. 


Beautiful  1911-D  Eagle 

Lustrous  MS-62 


1007  1911-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous,  well  struck, 
beautiful,  and  all  told,  one  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see  at  the 
MS-62  level.  This  coin  is  betwixt  and  between,  low  enough  in 
grade  that  it  is  not  expensive,  yet  high  enough  that  it  possesses 
much  lustre  and  eye  appeal — a characteristic  worth  considering 
elsewhere  in  the  present  catalogue  among  gold  issues  certified  in 
ranges  from,  say,  MS-61  to  63. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1912  $5 

Sandblast  Style,  Among  Finest 


1008  1912  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  Sandblast  Proof  style  was  used  in 
1908  and  again  from  1912  through  1915.  Today  all  are  rare,  and  in 
an  ultra-high  grade  such  as  this,  any  variety  is  extremely  rare.  The 
present  piece  has  exquisite  striking  and  marvelous  overall  quality, 
one  of  the  nicest  in  existence. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  4 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Gem  1912-S  Eagle 

Seldom  Seen  So  Fine 


(2x  photo) 


1009  1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Medium  gold  surfaces,  satiny  lustre,  and 
a nice  strike  combine  to  yield  a 1912-S  eagle  at  a grade  level  not 
often  encountered.  Although  coins  of  this  design  are  greatly  popular 
in  numismatic  circles  today,  such  was  not  always  the  case.  There 
was  a flurry  of  interest  when  the  Indian  Head  design,  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  made  its  debut  in  1907,  but  after  that  relatively 
few  people  aspired  to  save  them  by  dates  and  mints.  Indeed,  it  is 
likely  that  fewer  than  10  collectors  had  such  a specialty.  Today, 
while  the  1912-S  is  readily  available  in  EF,  AU,  and  even  in  low 
Mint  State  ranges,  truly  choice  and  gem  examples,  as  here,  are 
very  elusive. 

NGC  Census;  3;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 
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DOUBLE  EAGLES 


Highly  Important  1914  Proof  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1010  1914  Proof-66  (NGC).  Among  Proof  eagles  of  the  Indian  Head 
type,  the  1914  takes  the  palm  in  terms  of  low-mintage  quantity, 
with  just  50  struck,  far  fewer  than  the  nearest  contender,  the  1913 
(with  71  struck).  By  this  time  the  Sandblast  Proof  finish  was  not 
popular  with  collectors,  sales  were  sluggish,  and,  soon,  the  process 
was  discontinued. 

Today,  of  the  relatively  few  Sandblast  Proofs  that  survive  of 
this  date,  we  doubt  if  any  could  be  nicer  than  this,  no  matter  at 
what  level  they  might  be  certified.  The  surfaces  are  splendid 
throughout,  the  details  superb,  and  there  are  no  negatives  of  any 
kind.  We  suggest  that  if  you  want  an  ultimate  quality  1914  Proof 
SIO  rarity,  your  search  will  stop  here.  The  coin  is  of  unsurpassed 
beauty  and  importance. 

NGC  Census:  4;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


A Central  America  1857-S  in  MS-64  is  at  the  forefront  of  our  double 
eagle  offering,  with  a grand  display  of  branch  mint  scarcities  also  offered 
within  the  Liberty  series.  The  Trompeter  specimen  of  the  rare  1873  double 
eagle  in  Proof-65  Cameo  is  offered,  one  of  only  20  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck,  and  a grand  prize  that  will  undoubtedly  see  spirited  bidding.  A 
Mint  State  1879-CC,  the  finest  graded  to  date  by  NGC,  is  offered,  with  a 
gem  Proof-65  Cameo  1906  another  of  the  many  highlights  among  the 
Liberty  double  eagles  presented  here.  Four  MCMVII  High  Relief  double 
eagles  start  the  Saint-Gaudens  portion  of  the  sale,  followed  by  an  array  of 
great  date  and  mintmark  combinations.  One  highlight  is  the  remarkable 
Sandblast  Proof-65  1912,  an  exciting  and  enticing  coin  if  ever  there  was 
one!  Another  highlight  not  to  be  overlooked  is  the  choice  MS-64  1926-S, 
one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the  series.  Double  eagles  are  coming 
into  their  owm  of  late,  and  we  suspect  this  delightful  offering  will  raise  the 
bar  in  double  eagle  collecting  yet  another  notch! 


1013  1855-S  EF-45.  Pale  yellow  gold  with  some  traces  of  lustre  re- 
maining in  the  protected  areas.  Good  detail  remains  on  both  sides. 
An  apparent  alloy  flaw  has  resulted  in  an  intermittent  line  of  green 
verdigris,  a minor  distraction. 


1011  1926  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  deeper  orange 
gold  highlights.  A couple  of  deeper  nicks  are  noted  on  the  reverse 
for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 

Superb  Gem  1932  Eagle 


1012  1932  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  warm  gold-or- 
ange surfaces.  The  1932  date  is  not  rare,  but  among  those  that  exist, 
relatively  few  can  match  this  in  terms  of  certified  grade  and  eye  ap- 
peal. Ideal  for  both  type  set  and  specialized  collection  purposes. 
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Gorgeous  1857-S  Double  Eagle 

S.S.  Ceutral  America  Treasure 


1857-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  from  the  golden  trea- 
sure rescued  from  the  wreck  of  the  S.S.  Central  America.  This  par- 
ticular piece  has  registration  #SSCA-4326,  and  is  of  the  variety, 
per  Bob  Evans’  attributions  (published  in  The  Numismatist),  20B 
Bold  S. 

Remarks  and  Reminiscences 

Dwight  Manley,  president  of  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group,  which 
brought  the  S.S.  Central  America  gold  to  the  numismatic  and  wider  forum,  has 
often  reflected  with  the  present  cataloguer  (QDB),  that  we,  and  all  others  in  the 
hobby,  can  be  grateful  this  event  happened  during  our  lifetimes.  If  it  had  been 
discovered  a century  ago,  we  could  only  wonder  what  it  would  have  been  like  to 
have  been  there.  Now  we  know,  for  we  were. 

This  remarkable  treasure,  the  equal  of  which  has  never  been  found  before 
nor  will  ever  be  found  again  (for  no  comparable  treasure  of  United  States  rari- 
ties has  ever  been  lost),  eclipses  anything  and  everything  else  in  hoards  and  trea- 
sures, perhaps  excepting  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars 
held  by  banks.  Actually,  those  belong  to  a different  category,  as  they  are  not 
“lost”  treasure  at  all.  but  instead  were  simply  waiting  to  be  appreciated  by  nu- 
mismatists, their  existence  already  known  (except  for  certain  dates). 

The  “Ship  of  Gold”  exhibit  has  been  a fantastic  attraction  in  the  past  several 
years,  most  recently  “sailing”  to  the  Tucson  Gem  and  Mineral  Show  in  Febru- 
ary 2004.  There  it  attracted  tens  of  thousands  of  people,  so  many  that  crowd 
control  posts  and  tapes  had  to  be  put  up,  sometimes  with  hundreds  of  people 
waiting  in  line.  That  same  event  had  been  host  to  the  Hope  diamond,  Faberge 
eggs,  and  other  attractions,  but  never  before  was  it  necessary  for  crowd  control 
to  be  put  into  place. 

At  an  earlier  time,  the  “Ship  of  Gold”  was  exhibited  at  the  California  State 
Fair,  where  Dwight  Manley  estimates  that  750,000  people  came  to  see  it!  Today 
the  gold  from  this  treasure,  amounting  to  about  7,500  coins  and  about  500  in- 
gots, is  carefully  preserved  by  collectors,  museums,  and  dealers  all  over  the  United 
States  and  indeed  the  world. 

Among  the  coins  found  most  were  1857-S  double  eagles,  as  here.  Slightly 
over  5,400  were  recovered.  Nearly  every  one  was  sharply  struck  and,  after  con- 
servation, was  found  to  have  great  eye  appeal — a truly  remarkable  situation,  as 
before  then  scarcely  any  double  eagle  of  any  date  of  the  Type  1 design  (1850- 
1866),  was  known  in  quality  equal  to  the  piece  offered  here. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America. 


Splendid  1858-S  Double  Eagle 


1015  1858-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous- 
very  close  to  Mint  State.  The  1858-S,  not  represented  in  any  ma- 
jor hoards  to  our  knowledge,  is  quite  elusive  in  high  grades  such  as 
this.  Perhaps  if  you  own  an  1857-S  treasure  coin  from  the  S.S. 
Central  America,  or  one  or  another  of  the  interesting  treasure  issues 
from  this  era  (with  coins  from  the  S.S.  Republic  now  coming  on 
the  market),  this  would  be  a nice  piece  to  add  to  it. 

1858-S  Double  Eagle 


1016  1858-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-60  or  perhaps  a little  finer, 
but  cleaned  in  the  past  resulting  in  moderately  heavy  hairlines  on 
the  obverse.  However,  the  color  is  a pleasing  yellow  gold,  the  fields 
retain  traces  of  mild  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  most  protected 
recesses,  and  the  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny.  A rather  nice  ex- 
ample of  the  date  regardless  of  the  past  mishandling. 
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Enticing  1861  Double  Eagle 

Satiny  Mint  State 


1017  1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  mint  lustre  (the 
type  of  lustre  usually  seen  for  this  issue)  and  with  a good  deal  of 
eye  appeal.  Rich  yellow-orange  gold.  A very  appealing  example  of 
this  issue,  not  a great  rarity,  but  certainly  elusive  with  such  attrac- 
tive surfaces. 

Several  factors  have  come  together  to  sharply  increase  the  interest  in  col- 
lecting double  eagles.  It's  about  time!  When  you  consider  that  over  75%  of  the 
metal  converted  into  coins  by  all  of  the  different  mints  from  1850  through  1933, 
the  span  of  life  of  the  $20,  was  produced  in  the  form  of  double  eagles,  certainly 
these  pieces  deserve  recognition.  Fortunately,  large  quantities  survive  today, 
making  collecting  of  them  a distinct  possibility  for  many  different  numismatists. 


1018  1861  AU-58.  Rich  satiny  lustre  is  seen  on  both  sides.  Some  lines 
can  be  observed,  particularly  under  magnification,  but  seem  to  be 
nicely  taken  care  of  as  part  of  the  AU-58  designation,  although  we 
mention  them  anyway.  As  will  be  seen  by  even  a quick  inspection 
during  the  lot  viewing  process,  this  early  double  eagle  has  a great 
deal  of  eye  appeal. 


Attractive  1861-S  $20 

Regular  Reverse 


1019  1861-S  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  in  bright  yellow 
gold,  highly  lustrous,  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  issue.  Not  rare 
as  a date,  but  certainly  elusive  with  this  much  original  lustre.  The 
coin  was  minted  too  late  to  be  included  in  such  treasures  as  those 
recovered  from  the  S.S.  Yankee  Blade  which  sank  in  1854  and  the 
S.S.  Central  America  which  went  down  in  1857,  and  too  early  to 
have  survived  in  nice  condition  as  part  of  the  remarkable  treasures 
found  in  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  (1865)  and  the  current  sensa- 
tion, the  S.S.  Republic  (also  1865). 


Highly  Attractive  1862-S  $20 


1020  1862-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A highly  attractive  example  of  this  San 
Francisco  double  eagle,  the  present  piece  retains  the  majority  oflus- 
tre  and,  beyond  that,  has  a splendid  appearance.  On  the  reverse  there 
is  some  verdigris  among  the  resplendent  rays,  perhaps  removable 
easily  enough  by  careful  numismatic  conservation.  Far  above  aver- 
age in  terms  of  what  is  typicaUy  seen  for  this  date  and  mint. 


1021  1862-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold.  A popular  San  Fran- 
cisco issue,  one  that  did  its  duty  in  circulation  and  shows  it. 

During  this  time  double  eagles  did  not  circulate  in  the  East  or  Midwest,  but 
in  California  and  other  Pacific  Coast  states  they  were  a staple  ofconmicrce.  To- 
day it  is  a general  rule  of  thumb  that  the  typical  San  Francisco  issue  from  the  1860s 
is  a grading  step  or  two  below  the  typical  Philadelphia  variety  encountered. 

1022  Quintette  of  double  eagles  ☆ 1862-S  VF-35.  Subdued  honey 
gold  surfaces  1883-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  ☆ 19(10  MS-(iO.  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1904-S  (2).  AU-55.  Lustrous;  AU-50.  Cleaned.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 
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Fantastic  Gem  Proof  1873  $20 

Top  of  the  NGC  Census 


Only  Twenty  Coined 
The  Trompeter  Specimen 


1023  1873  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  A brilliant  specimen  with  cameo 
surfaces,  “orange  peel”  fields,  and  excellent  visual  appeal.  The  present 
coin  is  one  of  only  20  Proofs  struck  in  1873,  all  with  the  Close  3 
digit,  and  one  of  only  about  a dozen  or  so  that  exist  today.  How 
many  survive  at  the  gem  level  is  not  known,  due  to  resubmission. 
However,  through  the  portals  of  NGC  just  tw'o  certification  events 
have  taken  place  at  the  Proof-65  level,  and  none  finer. 

The  demand  for  Proof  gold  coins  was  not  strong  in  the  1870s, 
and  a production  figure  of  20  was  the  minimum  for  several  years 
during  this  decade,  typically  from  the  gold  dollar  to  the  double 
eagle.  Such  coins  are  said  to  have  been  sold  in  sets,  but  extra  pieces 
might  have  been  struck,  particularly  of  the  lower  denominations. 
Mint  records  were  quite  casual  at  the  time. 

Among  Proof  sets  of  the  19th  century  the  1873  has  more  coins 
in  it  than  any  other.  Accordingly,  it  has  captured  the  imagination 
and  interest  of  several  collectors  over  the  years,  including  Harry  X 


Boosel  and  Roy  Harte,  to  mention  just  two  of  the  better  known. 
A full  1873  set,  one  of  everything  from  the  cent  to  the  double 
eagle  would  include  the  following  coins:  Indian  cent,  two-cent 
piece,  nickel  three-cent  piece,  silver  three-cent  piece  or  trime, 
shield  nickel,  half  dime.  Liberty  Seated  dime  without  arrows.  Lib- 
erty Seated  dime  with  arrows.  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  with- 
out arrows.  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  with  arrows.  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar  without  arrows.  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  with 
arrows.  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar,  trade  dollar,  gold  dollar,  quar- 
ter eagle,  $3  gold,  half  eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle.  This  comes 
to  the  impressive  total  of  20  pieces! 

Refocusing  on  the  present  offering,  if  putting  together  an  1873 
Proof  set  is  on  your  agenda,  a grand  way  to  start  would  be  with 
this  coin. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Trompeter  Collection. 
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Lustrous  1873  Open  3 $20 


1024  1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  lus- 
trous, a coin  with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal.  Some  marks  are  seen 
here  and  there,  but  they  are  few  in  terms  of  what  is  typically  seen 
on  today’s  MS-61  coin.  As  anyone  conversant  with  double  eagles 
will  quickly  see  by  examining  the  present  piece,  there  are  quite  a 
few  others  out  there  graded  MS-62  and  MS-63  that  are  not  as 
nice  as  this. 


1025  1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  A frosty  Mint  State  specimen  with 
strong  lustre  and  a nuance  of  pale  rose.  If  judged  by  the  reverse 
alone,  the  grade  would  far  exceed  that  which  is  assigned.  One  ot 
the  few  dates  in  the  Type  II  double  eagle  series  that  can  be  readily 
obtained  in  Mint  State  grades,  though  MS-60  to  62  is  the  usual 
grade  for  Uncirculated  specimens  ot  the  issue. 


1026  1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  lustrous.  Normal 
bagmarks  for  the  issue.  This  is  a member  of  the  somewhat  scarce 
Type  2 issue  of  1866-1876. 

1027  Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-58:  ☆ 1873  (2)  ☆ 1876 
☆ 1876-S.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total;  4 pieces) 

1028  Quartette  ofLiberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  AU-58  ☆ 
1883-S  AU-58  ☆ 1896  AU-58  ☆ 1897-S  MS-61.  Each  is  lustrous 
and  attractive.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1029  1874-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  Nice  strike. 


Mint  State  1875-S  Double  Eagle 


1030  1875-S  MS-60.  Bright  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  pleas- 
ing rose  toning.  Boldly  lustrous  and  attractive. 

1031  1876-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Medium  yel- 
low-orange gold. 
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Landmark  Quality  1879-CC  $20 
Lustrous  Mint  State 
Solo  Finest  NGC  Certified 


1032  1879-CC  JVlS-62  (NGC).  A lustrous,  lovely  specimen  of  the  1879- 
CC  double  eagle,  a variety  that  is  enumerated  among  the  scarcest 
of  its  era,  and  which  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  not 
listed  higher  than  MS-60.  The  present  specimen  stands  all  by  itself 
at  the  apex  of  the  NGC  certification  pyramid,  the  only  piece  graded 
MS-62  with  none  equal  or  finer. 

The  coin  itself  fully  fulfills  the  MS-62  grade  classification  and, 
if  anything,  is  conservatively  attributed  as  such.  The  striking  is 
excellent,  with  superb  detail,  including  on  the  highest  strands  of 


Miss  Liberty’s  hair  below  the  coronet,  and,  on  the  reverse,  the 
details  of  the  eagle.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  fields  are  fully  lus- 
trous with  a satiny  finish.  Scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there, 
typical  of  the  MS-62  grade,  but  not  as  many  as  seen  on  some  MS- 
62  coins. 

For  the  double  eagle  specialist  this  represents  an  opportunity 
that  would  be  impossible  to  overemphasize.  Our  congratulations 
go  in  advance  to  the  successful  bidder. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


1033  Trio  of  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆ 1884-S  MS-60.  Pale  golden 
with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 1892-S  MS-60.  Lustrous  with  traces  of  deli- 
cate toning  ☆ 1899  MS-60.  Obverse  lacquered.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Lovely  and  Rare  1885-CC  $20 


1034  1885-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  light  yellow  gold. 
Some  lustre  remains  on  the  obverse,  and  most  ot  the  original  lus- 
tre is  still  seen  on  the  reverse.  Carson  City  double  eagles  are  ever- 
lastingly popular,  and  at  any  given  time  quite  a few  people  en- 
deavor to  obtain  one  of  each  date,  perhaps  never  getting  an  1870- 
CC  but  acquiring  most  of  the  others. 


1035  1885-CC  VF-25.  Pale  yellow  gold,  and  lightly  cleaned  in  the  past. 
Some  orange  toning  is  still  visible  in  the  protected  recesses.  A 
couple  of  rather  obvious  rim  nicks  are  noted. 


1036  1893-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A 
high-grade  example  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  issue. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUKRITIES 


1037  1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre,  somewhat  subdued,  over  well- 
struck  surfaces.  A far  above  average  example  of  the  popular  1894 
date. 

1038  Trio  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1894-S 
(NGC).  Lustrous  with  rose  highlights  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1898-S 
(NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1899-S  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with 
hints  of  delicate  rose.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Choice  1895  Double  Eagle 


1041  1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  and  very  lustrous.  An- 
other quality  double  eagle  from  the  1890s. 

1042  1897-S  AU-50.  BriUiant  and  somewhat  prooflike  (on  the  obverse). 

Splendid  1898-S  Double  Eagle 


1039  1895  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Well  struck.  A 
very  pleasing  example  ot  the  date,  mint,  and  assigned  grade. 

Choice  1895-S  Double  Eagle 


1040  1895-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous.  Nicely 
struck.  Offerings  such  as  this  remind  us  how  affordable  it  is  to 
form  a collection  of  Liberty  Head  double  eagles  of  the  1890s  and 
early  20th  century.  If  you  are  attracted  to  the  appeal  of  gold,  rather 
than  buying  20  of  a single  date,  why  not  consider  getting  as  many 
dates  and  mints  as  possible. 


1044  1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Warm  yel- 
low-orange gold.  A nice  example  of  this  popular  issue. 


1043  1898-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre,  this  being  characteristic  of 
the  double  eagles  of  the  era.  Sharply  struck.  A splendid  specimen 
that  evokes  stories  of  the  Klondike,  the  popular  song  (a  couple  of 
decades  ago)  “North  to  Alaska,”  and  other  things — this  being  the 
focus  as  well  for  the  1909  Alaska-Yukon-Pacific  E.xposition.  There 
is  a lot  of  romance  connected  with  the  Klondike,  but  it  is  not  as 
well  known  numismatically  as  is  the  California  Gold  Rush.  For 
those  who  missed  the  California  Gold  Rush  (which  peaked  in  1853 
in  terms  of  metal  production),  and  who  didn’t  strike  it  rich  in  the 
“Pikes  Peak  or  Bust”  excitement  of  1859,  and  were  not  among  the 
early  arrivals  at  Cripple  Creek  in  the  early  1890s,  the  Klondike 
offered  other  opportunities.  However,  going  across  the  snow-cov- 
ered Chilkoot  Pass  must  have  been  the  ultimate  in  discomfort. 


Lustrous  1900-S  $20 
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Choice  1894  Double  Eagle 

Satiny  Lustre 
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Gem  Proof  1903  Double  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


1045  1903  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  in  attrac- 
tive yellow  gold.  Popular  “orange  peel”  fields.  Sharply  struck. 
Portrait  slightly  polished  in  the  dies,  as  is  true  of  all  this  year  (but 
still  called  “cameo”  by  NGC);  all  are  from  the  same  die  pair.  Of 
the  158  Proof  double  eagles  made  in  1903,  only  a small  percentage 
could  match  the  quality  of  the  coin  offered.  The  present  piece  is  of 
commanding  interest  to  the  specialist  and  connoisseur. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 


usually  seen).  A very  handsome  example  of  this  popular  date. 


1049  1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Sharply  struck 
and  certainly  beautiful. 


1050  1904  MS-64.  Intensely  lustrous  satiny  surfaces  display  heavy  or- 
ange gold  iridescence.  A beautiful  coin  for  the  grade. 


1046  1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold.  Lustrous  and  just  what 
one  might  expect  of  this  date  and  grade. 


1051  1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  somewhat  subdued  lustre. 


1052  1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  attractive. 
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Highly  Important  1906  Proof  $20 

A Cameo  Gem 


(2x  photo) 

1053  1906  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  A bright  yellow  gold  specimen, 
described  as  “cameo”  and  with  the  portrait  partially  such  (in  this 
year  the  portraits  were  slightly  polished,  this  having  started  at  the 
Mint  in  1902).  Exquisite  detail.  A truly  outstanding  example  from 
among  just  94  Proofs  struck,  all  from  the  same  pair  of  dies  and  all 
with  the  same  semi-cameo  (or  whatever)  appearance. 

Bfyoml  that,  the  1906  is  remarkable  as  a rare  date,  placing  addi- 
tional market  pressure  and  numismatic  interest  on  Proofs  when  they 
are  occasionally  offered.  The  present  piece  has  much  to  recommend 
it  and  no  doubt  will  be  a highlight  in  this  portion  of  our  sale. 

NCfC  (\‘nsus:  4;  I finer  (Proof-66  Cameo). 


1054  1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  and  quite  attrac- 
tive. Last  year  of  the  long-lived  Liberty  Head  design  created  by 
James  B.  Longacre  in  1849. 


Attractive  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


Choice  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

1055  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Offered  here  is  a lustrous  and  attractive  example  of  everybody’s  fa- 
vorite, a coin  considered  by  many  to  be  the  most  beautiful  motif 
used  for  circulating  American  coinage.  Just  12,367  were  minted. 
These  artistic  double  eagles  created  a great  sensation  in  their  time, 
with  the  result  that  the  majority  of  pieces  were  set  aside  by  bankers, 
speculators,  and  numismatists.  In  later  years  many  of  these  were  re- 
turned to  circulation,  or  were  mishandled,  but  today  probably  6,000 
or  so  still  survive,  mostly  in  lesser  grades  than  offered  here.  Although 
a choice  MCMVII  $20  is  hardly  inexpensive,  there  are  enough  that 
most  advanced  collectors  can  add  a specimen  to  their  cabinets. 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  double  eagle  is  well  known,  and  was  the  result  of 
cooperation  between  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  sculptor  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens.  Roosevelt  desired  to  improve  the  entire  American  coinage  from  the 
cent  to  the  double  eagle  and  commissioned  the  artist  to  do  so.  Saint-Gaudens  had 
a vast  repertoire  of  accomplishments,  ranging  from  medals  to  heroic-size  civic  sculp- 
tures, Sketches  were  made  of  certain  denominations,  but  only  the  Indian  StO  and 
the  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20  saw  fruition.  The  sculptor  was  in  declining  health, 
and  died  on  August  3,  1907.  The  final  details  of  his  work  were  completed  by  his 
assistant,  Henry  Hering. 

The  motif  of  the  double  eagle  is  taken  from  the  statue  known  as  Himr.  p,irt  ot 
the  Shcmuiii  I'ictory  group  erected  on  a pedestal  in  the  Grand  Army  Plaza  at  the 
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smicluMst  lonicr  ofCi'iitr.il  I’ark,  New  York  C'ity.  On  the  coin  there  are  slight 
iiuKlilieatioiis,  btu  the  essential  feattires  ofthe  gotitiess  remain  the  same. 

The  story  of  this  coin  is  told  in  Dave  Bowers’  recent  A Guide  Book  of  Double 
/aii;/c  Cold  Coins,  a copy  of  which  will  be  furnished  upon  request  to  the  successful 
bidder.  For  this  present  catalogue  we  add  selected  early  items  adapted  from  Mehl’s 
Siiniismalic  Monthly,  published  in  Fort  Worth,  Te.xas,  and  bringing  to  readers  of 
that  era  views  of  current  events.  These  are  news  articles  and  clippings  Mehl  gath- 
ered from  variotts  sources.  At  that  time  facts  were  scarce,  rumors  and  opinions 
abounded,  .and  a lot  of  misinformation  was  disseminated.  The  following  is  to  be 
taken  with  a grain  of  salt  and  falls  into  the  category  of  interesting  and  amusing 
reading.  For  the  facts  refer  to  the  aforementioned  Bowers  text,  the  Breen  Encyclope- 
dia, or  another  modern  references.  In  the  accounts  below,  modern  comments  by 
QDB  are  added  in  brackets: 

HUMOR  AND  RUMOR-THE  MCMVII  $20 

New  $20  Coins  Released 

New  Gold  Coins.  Fhikidelphia,  Dec.  4.- 

The  first  installment  of  new'  $20  pieces  has  been  shipped  from  the  United 
States  Mint  in  this  city  to  various  Sub-Treasuries  about  the  country.  There  are 
115,000  of  them,  their  monetary  value  being  $2,300,000.  On  one  side  of  the  coin 
is  an  eagle  flying  with  outstretched  wings,  while  on  the  other  side  is  the  figure  of 
“Liberty.”  The  coins  are  concave,  the  figures  in  high  relief,  nine  strokes  of  the 
hydraulic  press  being  required  to  make  them.  Hereafter  only  one  stroke  will  be 
used,  and  thus  the  coins  just  circulated  will  be  different  from  those  to  be  put  in 
circulation  later. 

[The  mintage  figure  is  wildly  incorrect.) 

Our  New  Twenty-Dollar  Gold  Coins 

A Humorous  Description  of  Our  New  Beautiful  Coins,  from  the  Fort  Worth 
Telegram 

Two  of  the  Roosevelt  “anti-ln  God  We  Trust”  coins  are  in  Fort  Worth.  A 
Main  street  saloon  keeper  might  have  had  a third,  but  he  declined  the  medal  style 
coin  which  is  now  quoted  at  a $28  market  value^  because  he  didn’t  think  it  was  real 
money. 

Coinage  of  the  $20  pieces  has  been  stopped,  and  they  are  advancing  at  an 
astonishing  rate.  G..  Colvin,  cashier  of  the  American  National  Bank,  has  one  of 
the  coins  and  Sam  Cowan,  general  attorney  for  the  Texas  Cattle  Raisers’  associa- 
tion, has  another,  obtained  while  on  a trip  to  Washington. 

Just  why  the  $20  pieces  have  been  taken  from  circulation  is  not  clear.  Report 
that  there  is  no  demand  for  the  coins  among  the  laboring  classes  because  they  will 
not  stack  may  be  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Others  maintain  it  is  the  deference  to  the 
protests  of  religious  people  against  the  omission  of  “In  God  We  Trust.” 

The  coins  more  nearly  resemble  medals  than  money.  The  milled  edge  of  a 
coin  is  supplanted  by  E Pluribus  Unum  and  thirteen  stars  run  around  the  rim. 
Liberty,  full  front,  in  a cross  between  a Grecian  classic  drapery  and  an  empire  gown, 
stands  a little  to  the  southwest  of  the  Roman  dating  MCMVII. 

The  eagle  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  coin  is  too  busy  flying  .across  its  face  to 
handle  the  thirteen  leaved  olive  branch,  so  Liberty  has  been  put  to  work.  She  takes 
to  the  job  in  great  shape  and  waves  the  wand  like  a tall  girl  in  the  second  grammar 
grade  doing  calisthenics. 

The  eagle  and  Liberty  had  a falling  out  of  some  sort  before  the  coins  were 
stamped.  As  punishment  it  been  decreed  that  either  Baldy  or  the  goddess  must  be 
upside  down.  If  you  put  Liberty  on  her  feet  the  eagle  performs  the  remarkable  teat 
of  Hying  on  his  back.  If  you  turn  the  bird  around  like  an  well-behaved  official  bird 
should  be.  Liberty  needs  the  hoops  the  dainty  acrobats  use  to  worry  the  front  row. 

Space  the  cartoonist  didn’t  have  time  to  fill  in  before  going  to  press  has  been 
deeply  reamed  out,  giving  the  coin  the  proper  Rocky  Mountain  effect.  Fitted  with 
a handle  it  would  serve  admirably  as  a demitasse. 

However,  you  needn’t  accept  the  coin  if you  don’t  want  to.  Ifsomebody  shoves 
one  at  you  just  remember  that  they  won’t  stack  and  walk  away  before  he  recovers. 
The  coin  is  certainly  a curiosity;  then,  most  any  $20  gold  coin  is. 

Notwithstanding  the  above,  the  new  $20  gold  coins  are,  by  far,  the  most  beau- 
tiful is.sued  by  the  United  States.  In  a recent  editorial  </Colher’s  had  the  following 
to  say  in  regard  to  these  coins: 

“The  attacks  on  Mr.  Roosevelt  indulged  in  by  the  Wall  Street  press  extend  to 
more  absurd  indirection  than  could  easily  be  thought.  The  co-operation  of  the 
President  with  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  must  be  part  cause  of  the  insane  censure 
of  the  new  coins.  A judgment  of  this  kind  gets  started,  and  then  it  is  tossed  about 
by  thousands  who  have  never  seen  the  coins,  or  who,  h.iving  seen  them,  form  no 


independent  judgment,  but  merely  discharge  the  opinion  with  which  they  hav- 
been  already  loaded.  Some  there  are,  no  doubt,  whose  taste,  even  if  it  were  left  free 
play,  would  much  prefer  the  conventional,  overloaded,  and  stupid  designs,  but 
many  of  the  loudest  critics  must  know  better.  The  coins  are  beautiful,  dignified 
and  fitting.  We  know  of  none  in  modern  times  by  which  they  are  surpassed  " 


Choice  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


1056  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen  with  a generous  measure  of  eye  appeal,  this 
MCMVII  High  Relief  is  in  w’arm  yellow-orange  gold,  bright  and 
with  the  usual  satiny  lustre.  Much  could  be  written  about  the  his- 
tory and  desirability  of  this  issue,  and  of  course  has  been,  a twice- 
told  tale  that  is  ever  enjoyable  to  contemplate. 

In  a way  the  MCMVII  is  quite  egalitarian.  Although  only  12,367 
were  struck,  probably  half  or  more  exist  today,  making  this  piece 
readily  available.  However,  the  demand  for  the  MCMVII,  everlast- 
ing it  would  seem,  makes  such  pieces  expensive.  However,  every- 
thing is  relative,  and  when  coins  are  put  back  on  the  market  there  is 
always  a good  demand  for  them. 
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Gorgeous  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 


Another  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


1059  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  in  warm 
yellow  gold.  Well  struck,  which  is  not  always  the  case.  A nice  ex- 
ample of  this  popular  issue. 


(2.x  photo) 

1058  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Another  example  of  this  issue,  well  struck,  and  quite  attractive. 
The  wire  rim  is  very  pronounced.  This  grade  is  high  enough  to 
create  a coin  that  is  lustrous  and  attractive,  and  yet  low  enough 
that  the  realization  will  probably  be  a bit  less  than  $ 15, ()()(),  in  con- 
trast to,  say,  an  MS-64  or  finer  coin. 


Superb  Gem  1908  No  Motto  $20 


(2x  photo) 

1057  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen — take  your  pick  of  several  opportunities  in  this 
sale — of  what  many  consider  to  be  America’s  most  beautiful  coin 
design.  Unjortimately,  only  12,367  were  minted  for  circulation,  a 
very  smaller  figure.  ForUtnately  perhaps  half  of  these  were  saved  by 
investors,  numismatists,  speculators,  and  others  at  the  time.  It  not, 
such  pieces  would  be  both  unavailable  and  unaffordable.  As  it  is, 
quality  examples  such  as  this  are  hardly  inexpensive,  but  they  are 
available.  The  present  piece  will  be  a great  joy  to  its  next  owmer. 
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Another  Gem  1908  No  Motto  $20 


1060  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An- 
other example  of  this  variety.  We  can  be  very  thankful  to  Ron 
Gillio  and  others  involved  with  the  Wells  Fargo  Hoard,  contain- 
ing 19,900  examples  of  this  variety,  nearly  all  of  which  were  Mint 
State.  Otherwise  this  and  related  pieces  would  probably  sell  for 
twice  the  current  price. 

1061  1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  and  attrac- 
tive. One  of  relatively  few  examples  we  have  seen  recently  that  is 
not  from  the  famous  Wells  Fargo  Hoard  brought  to  light  by  Ron 
Gillio,  and  described  in  length  in  Dave  Bowers’  A Guide  Book  of 
U.S.  Gold  Double  Eagles. 

1062  Pair  of  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1908  No  Motto.  MS- 
63.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  reddish  gold  in  the  fields  ☆ 191 1-D 
MS-61.  Lustrous  orange  gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1063  Trio  of  double  eagles:  ☆ 1908  No  Motto.  AU-58.  Subdued  sur- 
faces ☆ 1910  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  obverse  .scratch  noted  ☆ 1923 
MS-60.  Lustrous  rose-gold  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Choice  1909  $20 

Scarce  So  Fine 


1064  1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bdchly  lustrous  choice  Mint  State,  this  1909 
double  eagle  also  offers  the  advantage  of  being  very  well  struck, 
with  good  details — not  necessarily  true  of  many  others.  Among 
Saint-Gaudens  twenties  of  this  era  the  1909  is  one  of  the  scarcer, 
particularly  in  grades  above  MS-63.  The  present  piece  will  be  at- 
tractive to  many  bidders. 


1065  1910  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty  and  highly  lustrous  honey  gold  gem 
with  rich  peach  and  rose  highlights.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  free 
of  all  but  some  faint,  well-hidden  marks.  Just  four  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  making  acquisition  of  a 
lovely  MS-65  specimen  such  as  this  even  more  appealing. 

1066  1910-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Strong  underlying  lustre  on  satiny  rose 
gold  surfaces. 

1067  1911-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A pleasing  golden  specimen  with  strong 
lustre  and  nice  overall  appeal. 

1068  1911-D  MS-64  (NGC).  And  another  nice  specimen  of  the  date 
with  grand  lustre  and  eye  appeal. 

1069  1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A third  choice  Mint  State  specimen, 
this  with  attractive  lustre  over  light  yellow  fields.  Some  bag  marks 
are  present,  but  fewer  than  normally  seen  at  the  MS-63  grade.  The 
fields  are  somewhat  matte,  somewhat  reminiscent  of  the  surfaces 
seen  on  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents  and  Buffalo  nickels  of  this  era 
(take  a few  minutes  during  lot  viewing  and  check  this  out  under 
magnification). 

1070  Pair  of  1911-D  double  eagles  grading  MS-62  (NGC).  Both 
are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1071  Pair  of  San  Francisco  double  eagles:  ☆ 1911-S  MS-62  ☆ 1916- 
S MS-63.  Both  with  attractive  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUARITIES 


The  Kennywc:)c)1)  C'oi.i.Ecn  ioN 


' ■•4 


Remarkable  Proof  1912  Double  Eagle 

Gem  Sandblast  Issue 


(2x  photo) 

1072  1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  in  light  yellow  Sand- 
blast Proof  finish  (the  color  can  vary  on  these  over  the  years  from 
dark  to  light).  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  survivors  among 
only  74  Proofs  struck.  A true  find  for  the  advanced  collector. 


Notable  1913  Double  Eagle 


1073  1913  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  Mint  State.  Well  struck  and  very 
attractive.  A notable  example  of  one  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  this 
era,  especially  in  choice  Mint  State. 


1074  Trio  ofMint  State  double  eagles:  ☆ 1914-S  (2).  MS-62;  MS- 
61  ☆ 1925  MS-62.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total;  3 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1924  $20 


1075  1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous.  Not  rare,  not 
hard  to  tmd,  but  this  particular  coin  is  as  pretty  as  a picture.  As 
such  it  is  special  among  its  peers. 


Superb  Gem  1924  $20 


1076  1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  warm  orange  gold  lustre. 
Not  rare  as  a date,  but  certainly  attractive  to  the  eye. 


Gem  1924  Double  Eagle 


1077  1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  sharply  struck,  and  beau- 
tiful. An  outstanding  example  at  the  MS-65  level,  significantly  finer 
than  usually  classified  as  such. 

1078  1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  completely  satis- 
factory. 

1079  1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1080  1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A worthwhile  speci- 
men of  this  grade. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


I'l  w.  Khnnywch')!  ) c:c)i  i HcrnoN 


22'. 


Superb  1925  $20 


1081  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive. 


Superb  1925  Double  Eagle 


1085  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  desirable. 


Another  Superb  1925  Double  Eagle 


Final  Gem  1925  $20 


1082  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well  worth  consid- 
ering for  purchase. 


1086  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  attractive,  and  a fitting 
conclusion  to  this  fine  listing. 


Yet  Another  1925  Double  Eagle  Gem 


1083  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Deeply  frosty.  Some 
light  toning  at  the  center  obverse. 


Another  Attractive  Gem  1925  $20 


1084  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  and  attractive.  This  leads 
us  to  recommend  our  “One  Lot  Only”  bidding  option.  In  that 
way  you  can  compete  on  this  string  ot  gem  MS-66  1925  double 
eagles  offered  here,  but  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 


1087  Pair  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1925  ☆ 1927.  Both 
are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Scarce  1925-S  $20 


1088  1925-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  but  cleaned  resulting  in 
hairhnes  and  a generally  pale  gold  appearance.  However,  decent  lustre 
remains  and  the  1925-S  issue  is  scarce  enough  that  some  imperfec- 
tions can  be  forgiven  by  a collector  needing  this  elusive  date. 
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Gem  1926  Double  Eagle 


1089  1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  example  of  the  date  or  type 
with  a bold  strike  and  rich  yellow  gold  toning  and  exceptionally 
radiant  mint  lustre.  A visual  delight! 

Rare  1926-S  $20 


1090  1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  espe- 
cially lovely  example  of  this  rare  date.  The  story  of  the  1926-S,  as 
well  as  other  pieces  of  this  era  is  delineated  in  detail  in  Dave  Bow- 
ers’ relatively  new  publication  by  Whitman,  A Guide  Book  ofU.S. 
Gold  Double  Eagles.  This  book  has  been  very  popular  and  has  en- 
hanced interest  and  awareness  in  this  already  popular  series. 

In  brief,  the  1926-S  was  considered  to  be  a formidable  rarity  in 
the  1940s.  Afterwards  more  came  to  light  in  overseas  hoards.  To- 
day the  issue  remains  rare,  but  not  impossibly  so.  The  coin  offered 
here  has  an  unusually  nice  combination  of  eye  appeal  and  high 
grade  and  must  be  regarded  as  significantly  finer  than  normally 
encountered. 


1091  1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


1092  1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  of  the  1920s,  many  from  1922  through 
1928  inclusive,  particularly  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  are  quite  affordable.  Why 
not  use  this  catalogue  to  start  a date  run  of  your  own,  a small  collection  within  a 
collection. 

1093  1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  pleasing. 


1094  1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Last 
readily  collectible  date  in  the  Saint-Gaudens  series. 

1095  1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Choice  and  lustrous. 

1096  1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive. 


Is  there  any  room  to  sit  down?  The  extensively  and  ornately  fur- 
nished and  appointed  parlor  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Potter  Palmer,  Lake 
Shore  Drive,  Chicago.  Mrs.  Palmer  was  the  leading  figure  in  the  Board 
of  Lady  Managers  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  Chicago, 
and  was  responsible  for  having  the  1893  Isabella  commemorative  quar- 
ter dollars  made. 
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COMMEMOl^TIVE  COINS 

A ^ein  Mint  State-66  1900  Lafayette  dollar  is  the  first  of  many  high- 
lights, while  a Sandblast  Proof  1925  Norse-Ainerican  medal,  thick  planchet 
style,  rounds  out  the  offering  of  silver  commemorative  issues.  In  between 
you  will  find  a superb  selection  of  desirable  issues  that  are  almost  certain  to 
cause  you  to  hold  your  bidding  paddle  high! 

While  only  four  gold  commemoratives  make  an  appearance  in  this 
sale,  one  of  them  is  of  the  utmost  importance!  We  are  extremely  pleased 
to  offer  an  MCMXV-S  (1915-S)  Panama-Pacific  $50  Round  in  stun- 
ning gem  MS-65,  one  of  only  483  examples  of  the  design  type  sold,  and 
a rarity  that  is  easily  among  the  most  desirable  of  all  U.S.  gold  issues, 
commemorative  or  not! 


1097  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  magenta,  arranged  in  a halo  or 
“album  toning”  manner,  indicative  of  storage  in  a Raymond  “Na- 
tional” page  or  similar  holder.  A delightful  example  of  the  scarc- 
est, by  far,  of  the  three  commemoratives  issued  for  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition. 

The  Isabella  quarter  was  somewhat  of  an  afterthought,  and  did  not  share  in 
the  publicity  garnered  by  the  1892  and  1893  half  dollars.  Produced  at  the  request 
of  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers  and  sold  only  in  the  women’s  building  at  a price  of 
$1  each,  sales  of  the  coins  were  sluggish,  as  buying  a quarter  dollar  for  $1  did  not 
seem  to  be  as  good  a deal  as  buying  a half  dollar  for  the  same  price.  Many  remained 
unsold  after  the  event  and  passed  into  the  hands  ofS.C.  Stevens,  Chicago  dealer. 
However,  by  the  1920s  virtually  all  had  been  filtered  into  numismatic  hands,  after 
which  the  price  rose  steadily. 

1098  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
deep  olive-gray  obverse  highlighted  by  warm  golden  toning  near 
center.  Reverse  likewise  highly  lustrous,  a shade  lighter  with  in- 
termingled gold  and  silver  gray.  A nice  example  for  the  grade. 

1099  Trio  of  commemorative  coins  ☆ 1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU- 
58.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62. 
Lustrous  with  splashes  of  gold  and  iridescent  blue  ☆ 1935  Con- 
necticut. AU-58.  Satiny  champagne  surfaces  with  splashes  of  rich 
silver  gray.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Exceptional  Grade  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

1100  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  blue,  and 
gold  toning,  nicely  blended  over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  An  ex- 
ceptionally high-grade  example  of  this  popular  coin,  a variety  which 
typically  shows  extensive  bagmarks.  Not  often  do  we  have  one  at 
this  level  to  offer  in  a sale. 

On  one  day,  December  14,  1899,  the  entire  production  of. SO, 000  1900-dated 
Lafayette  dollars  was  struck,  this  being  the  100  th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  George 
Washington,  one  of  two  figures  depicted  on  the  obverse.  Offered  for  sale  at  $2  per 
coin,  response  was  not  up  to  expectations,  and  eventually  14.000  were  melted.  A 
tragicomic  situation  occurred  in  the  1940s  when  Aubrey  Bebee  learned  that  in  the 
Treasury  Building,  Washington,  some  undistributed  mint-sealed  bags  remained 
in  a vault.  He  contacted  the  Treasury  and  found  that  just  recently  they  had  been 
melted.  This  scenario  is  described  in  Dave  Bowers'  1992  study,  Commcmoratii'c 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Eneydopedia. 

From  a technical  viewpoint  the  1900  Lafayette  dollar  is  very  interesting. 
For  expanded  details  consult  Dave  Bowers’  Commemorative  Coins  ql  the  I nited 
States:  A Complete  Eneydopedia. 
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Lustrous  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1101  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63.  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of 

this  popular  design.  A thin  line  is  visible  on  the  reverse  behind  the 
seated  figure,  seen  only  when  the  coin  is  held  at  a certain  angle  to 
the  light,  and  possibly  not  deserving  of  notice,  but  we  mention  it 
anyway.  Surfaces  on  both  sides  are  richly  lustrous,  brilliant,  with  a 
slight  suggestion  of  toning. 

Curiously  and  completely  different  from  other  coinage  of  the  era,  the  sev- 
eral obverse  and  reverse  dies  used  to  make  this  coinage  were  created  by  hand,  not 
from  master  dies  or  hubs.  The  letters  were  entered  individually  around  the  bor- 
der. Accordingly,  there  are  major  die  varieties,  the  only  commemorative  coins  to 
have  such. 


1102  Quintette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65: 

☆ 1936  Albany.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  highlights  ☆ 
1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  Mottled  golden  toning  with  splashes  of  iri- 
descent blue-green  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1937  Roanoke.  Lustrous 
champagne  surfaces  ☆ 1925  Stone  Mountain.  Lustrous  with  just  a 
whisper  of  lilac-gray  and  splashes  of  rich  golden  brown  at  the  pe- 
ripheries ☆ 1936  Wisconsin.  Satiny  rose-gray  surfaces.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


1103  Group  of  Mint  State  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936- 
D Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Mixture  of  gray,  gold,  rose,  and  sky 
blue  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  golden  rose  center  and  rich  lav- 
ender at  the  periphery  ☆ 1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rich  gold 
with  splashes  of  rose  and  sky  blue  ☆ 1936  Cleveland.  MS-66 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  faint  rose  and  bluish  gray  on 
the  obverse,  reverse  with  mottled  golden  orange  and  golden  brown 
over  lustrous  surfaces  H 1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Mottled 
rose,  gray,  and  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1935-S  San  Diego. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  gold  on  both  surfaces 
☆ 1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  hints  of  golden 
rose  ☆ 1946-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny 
golden  gray  and  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  7 pieces) 


1104 


1925-S  California.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold 
over  well-struck  features.  A nice  example  of  the  1925-S  Califor- 
nia, one  of  the  finest  designs  of  its  era.  Writing  about 
commemoratives  in  1937,  B.  Max  Mehl  stated  this  was  his  very 
favorite. 


1105  1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning.  Another  significantly  above  average 
piece. 

1106  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars  ☆ 1952  Carver-Wash- 
ington.  MS-64.  Lustrous  centers  with  rich  golden  toning  at  the 
peripheries  ☆ 1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  golden  or- 
ange and  blue-green  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Soft 
silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Lustrous  rose-gray  ☆ 
1936  Robinson.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  lilac-gray  at 
the  rims  ☆ 1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Satiny  with 
splashes  of  golden  toning  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1936  York.  MS-64. 
Lustrous  rose-gold  with  splashes  of  rich  silver  gray.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

1107  1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  hlac  and  gray 
toning  with  some  hints  of  gunmetal-blue,  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Another  commemorative  for  the  aficionado  of  nice  toning. 

1108  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with 
satiny  lustre  and  delicate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  imaginable. 
Often  this  variety  comes  with  nicks  or  marks.  The  present  coin  is 
far  finer  than  usually  seen. 

1109  1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pdeh  satiny  lustre  with  light 
lilac  toning  to  which  some  hints  of  green  are  added.  First  of  the 
commemorative  half  dollars. 

1110  1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 
Delicate  toning.  A very  nice  example  of  the  first  of  two  years  of 
this  issue. 


1111  1936  Delaware.  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  lilac  and  gold  toning  over 
surfaces  that  are  virtual  perfection.  To  see  this  coin  is  to  want  to 
raise  your  hand  in  the  air  and  keep  it  there  until  it  is  yours. 

1112  Pair  ofcommemorativehalfdollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC): 

☆ 1936  Gettysburg.  Satiny  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1927  Vermont.  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  of  pale  gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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1114  1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  lUchly  lustrous  and  mostly  bril- 
liant, with  light  toning.  A delightful  example  of  the  Maine  half 
dollar.  Not  easy  to  find  so  choice. 

1115  1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  gray  and  gold  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces. 


1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Magenta-gray  toning  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse  over  lustrous  surfaces,  with  some  splashes  of 
iridescence  on  the  reverse. 


Gem  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 
2^4  in  Field 


1116  1921  Missouri  2^4.  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with 
light  to  medium  golden  toning  with  splashes  of  iridescence  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  Significantly  better  struck  than  usually  seen,  which 
for  our  money,  may  be  even  more  important  than  the  gem  desig- 
nation. All  told,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  examples  of  the  variety 
you  will  ever  see. 


Gem  1921  Missouri  Plain  50^ 


1117  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  two  varieties  made  this  year,  the  present 
lacking  the  2A4  in  the  field.  Always  popular. 


Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 


1118  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A brilliant  and  lustrous  speci- 
men with  some  lightly  mottled  gray  toning.  The  relief  on  this  is- 
sue is  rather  poor,  and  some  understanding  must  be  added  when 
evaluating  quality.  The  present  coin  is  quite  nice  for  the  variety. 


1119  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  some  lightly  mottled 
gray  toning.  The  lustre  is  significantly  better  than  usual,  and  bagmarks 
are  minimal.  Among  half  dollars  of  this  t^qje  the  present  piece  is  cer- 
tainly very  choice.  Perhaps  it  is  graded  one  number  less  than  it  could  be. 


Superb  Gem  1938  New  Rochelle  500 
Only  One  Finer  Graded 


1120  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-68  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous,  brilliant, 
and  superb  in  every  respect,  this  stands  quite  near  the  apex  of  the 
grading  pyramid,  with  just  one  finer  certified  by  NGC  and  fewer 
than  a dozen  equally.  A splendid  coin  that  is  highly  recommended. 

The  New  Rochelle  half  dollar  was  conceived  and  sold  by  numismatists,  the 
brain  child  of  the  Westchester  County  (New  York)  Coin  Club,  although  dis- 
tributed through  a bank.  The  entire  procedure  was  handled  carefully  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  with  due  care  given  to  distribution  to  com  collectors  and  oth- 
ers, without  a single  abuse  or  irregularity  in  the  scenario. 


1121  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  PL.  A fully  proojlikc  gem.  such  pieces 

occurring  now  and  then  among  New  Rochelle  halt  dollars,  and 
worthy  of  special  notice.  We  imagine  that  it  is  only  a matter  ot 
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time  until  one  or  the  other  ot  the  certification  services  latches  on 
to  this  well-known  possibilirv’,  and  starts  certifying  them  as,  for 
example,  EfdS  New  Rochelle  DFL  (deep  prooflike),  or  whatever. 

The  present  piece  is  very  beautiful  and  represents  an  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  an  exquisite  example  of  this  variety. 

Superb  Gem  1937-D  Oregon  Trail 


1122  1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-68  (NGC).  Mottled  light  gray  and 
iridescent  toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Exceptionally  high 
certified  grade,  none  graded  finer  by  NGC,  although  kept  com- 
pany at  this  level  by  others.  A centerpiece  for  anyone  interested  in 
iridescent  toning. 

Unbelievably  Colorful  1939  Oregon  Trail 

Gem  Mint  State 


1123  1939  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  incredible  and  color- 
fully toned  gem  Uncirculated  1939  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  of  the 
sort  that  currently  “drives  ‘em  wild” — the  present  numismatic 
marketplace  is  a hotbed  of  competition  whenever  a beautifully 
toned  coin  of  virtually  any  denomination  is  offered!  A wealth  of 
robust  underlying  lustre  feeds  the  fires  of  the  toning  that  com- 
pletely engages  both  sides.  A touch  of  mint  brilliance  is  seen  at  the 
center  of  the  obverse,  but  there  the  brilliance  ends.  Deep  and  vi- 
brant iridescent  shades  of  purple,  crimson,  orange,  and  gold  gather 
in  visual  splendor  in  every  nook  and  cranny  of  James  Earle  and 
Laura  Gardin  Fraser’s  design.  The  reverse  is  alive  wdth  deep  and 
even  crim.son,  electric  orange,  and  vivid  deep  gold,  with  a pan- 
orama of  other  electric  hues  too  numerous  to  mention.  Lest  we 
dw'cll  too  long  on  the  aesthetics  of  the  present  beauty,  we  mention 
here  that  just  3,004  examples  of  the  date  were  sold,  making  for  the 
lowest  mintage  in  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  issues,  a series  that 
saw  intermittent  coinage  and  distribution  from  1926  through  1939. 
A truly  impressive  gem  in  all  regards. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1 1 23  through  1125  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  1 125  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  1123  through  1125  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  1 1 26.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  Lots  1 1 23  through  1 1 25  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  e.xceeded,  then 
the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisionally  awarded  prices. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1939-D  Oregon  Trail  500 

Vivid  Rainbow  Toning 


1124  1939-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS)  . The  second  of  three  1939 
Oregon  Trail  half  dollars  offered,  this  dazzling  beauty  from  the  Den- 
ver Mint  is  one  of  only  3,004  examples  of  the  issue  sold,  a low- 
mintage  figure  matched  only  by  the  Philadelphia  issue  (see  the  pre- 
ceding lot)  within  the  Oregon  Trail  series  (1926-1939).  Incredible 
bursts  of  gold,  crimson,  blue,  violet,  and  orange  explode  into  fiery 
life  on  the  lustrous  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a broadly  sweeping 
expanse  of  mingled  crimson,  violet,  rose,  and  gold,  with  a dash  here 
and  there  of  electric  blue.  No  doubt  from  an  original  set  kept  to- 
gether all  these  years — the  consecutively  numbered  PCGS  holders 
lend  credence  to  the  possibility.  Simply  superb! 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1123  through  1125  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1123. 

Impressive  Gem  1939-S  Oregon  Trail  500 

Fiery  Rainbow  Toning 


1125  1939-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  third  of  three  su- 
perb gem  Mint  State  1939  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,  this  from  the 
San  Francisco  Mint,  and  this  with  a distribution  of  3,005  coins, 
one  piece  more  than  the  1939  Philadelphia  and  Denver  issues.  An 
explosive  array  ofbright  iridescent  sea  green,  violet,  crimson,  gold, 
electric  blue,  and  various  other  gorgeous  highlights  adorn  the  stun- 
ning obverse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits  the  same  extraordinarily 
deep  and  vibrant  toning  highlights  as  its  counterparts  from  the  other 
mints.  If  we  were  limited  to  one  single  word  for  our  description  of 
these  gem  Mint  State  1939-PDS  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars  offered 
in  this  trio,  we’d  probably  choose  a word  as  simple  as  “Wow!” 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1123  through  1125  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1123. 

Superb  Gem  1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS  Set 

1126  1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS  set:  As  individually  described  in  Lots 
1123  through  1125  above.  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional 
awards  for  Lots  1123  through  1125  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be 
added,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot. 
Lot  1126.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
will  be  cancelled  and  the  coins  will  be  owned  by  the  successful 
bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Exquisite  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 


1127  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A specimen  of  ex- 
quisite quality,  this  piece  has  “album  toning”  in  a halo  effect  with 
magenta  and  gold  at  the  centers,  changing  to  gunmetal-blue  at  the 
borders.  The  fields  are  satiny  and  lustrous.  Certainly  this  is  one  of 
the  nicest  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times. 

1128  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  blue 
toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  An  exceptional  example  of  this  issue, 
quite  worthwhile  if  you  are  seeking  a specimen  in  MS-64. 

The  die  relief  of  the  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  and  also  the  1923-S 
Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  coin  was  very  shallow,  creating  an  unsatisfactory 
effect.  Often,  coins  with  dull  surfaces  can  appear  to  be  ivorn.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a sharp  example  of  either  variety,  and  most  lack  eye  appeal.  Within  those 
parameters,  the  piece  offered  here  is  far  nicer  than  typically  encountered. 


1129  1936-S  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Splendid  lightly  blended  brown, 
magenta,  and  blue  toning  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  a combination  of  heather  and  silver.  Commemorative 
coins  with  spectacular  toning  have  been  very  popular  in  recent 
times,  and  to  such  specialists  we  strongly  recommend  this  piece. 

1130  Selection  of  Carvcr-Washington  and  Booker  T.  Washington 
commemoratives  grade  average  MS-60  to  MS-63.  Carver-Wash- 
mgton:  ☆ 1951  ☆ 1952  ☆ 1952-S  ☆ 1953  ☆ 1953-S  ☆ 1954  ☆ 
1954-D  ☆ 1954-S.  Booker  T.  Washington:  ☆ 1946  ☆ 1946-D  ☆ 
1946-S  ☆ 1947  ☆ 1947-D  ☆ 1947-S  ☆ 1948  ☆ 1948-D  ☆ 1948-S 
☆ 1949  ☆ 1949-D  ☆ 1949-S  ☆ 1950  ☆ 1950-D  ☆ 1950-S  ☆ 1951. 
An  attractive  group  that  is  mostly  toned.  (Total:  24  pieces) 

Sandblast  Proof  1925  Norse-American  Medal 

Ex  John  Sinnock  Estate 


1131  1925  Norse-American  Centennial  medal.  Thick  planchet. 

297.6  grains.  Sandblast  Proof-63.  Medium  silver  gray  with  some 
deeper  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  A great  rarity  from  a no 


doubt  very  small  mintage  of  the  type  in  the  sandblast  finish  as  of- 
fered here.  In  the  August  1925  issue  of  'I'he  NumismaHit,  a brief 
notice  appeared  that  stated  the  following:  “Instead  of  the  usual 
half  dollar,  a medal  was  authorized  by  congress  to  commemorate 
the  arrival  of  the  first  shipload  of  Norse  immigrants  to  America, 
the  anniversary  of  which  was  recently  celebrated  in  Minnesota. 
The  obverse  shows  a full-length  figure  of  a Norwegian  Viking, 
with  helmet,  sword,  and  breastplate,  a Viking  ship  in  the  back- 
ground. Above  ‘Norse  American  Centennial.’  The  dates  ‘1825’ 
‘1925’  are  separated  by  the  standing  figure.  The  reverse  shows  a 
Viking  ship.  Above  ‘Authorized  by  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America.’  Below  ‘A.D.  1000.’  At  left  ‘Opus  Fraser.’” 

The  catalogue  description  from  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  further  noted: 
“This  piece  is  said  by  our  consignor  to  have  formerly  belonged  to  the  U.S.  Mint 
engraver  John  R.  Sinnock.  Several  other  Proofs  of  a commemorative  nature  have 
been  reported  from  his  estate  (see  Waller  Breen’s  Eneydopedia  of  United  Slates  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins  1722-1977  for  details).  Among  these  are  the  following:  1922 
Grant  half  dollar  with  star,  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar,  1934  Maryland  Ter- 
centenary halt  dollar,  1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dollar,  1935  San  Di- 
ego-Pacific  Exposition  half  dollar,  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollar,  and  1938 
New  Rochelle  half  dollar.  It  is  therefore  not  in  the  least  surprising  that  a Proof 
Norse-American  medal  should  originate  from  the  same  source.  Although  we  have 
handled  many  great  rarities  over  the  years,  we  can  not  recall  ever  having  sold  a 
Sandblast  Proof  silver  Norse  American  medal.” 

In  1988  the  present  writer  was  a member  of  the  numismatic  staff  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  (his  career  there  spanning  the  years  1987-2003),  at  which  time  the 
present  piece  caused  quite  a stir  as  it  went  from  numismatist  to  numismatist  for 
opinions  on  grade  and  other  matters.  As  with  the  medal’s  first  appearance  so  long 
ago  at  Bowers  and  Merena,  the  present  piece  is  also  a first  for  us  here  at  American 
Numisniatic  Rarities,  as  it  is  also  the  first  time  our  firm  has  had  the  opportunity  to 
present  this  amazing  rarity  to  our  bidders! 

Front  Bowers  and  Merena’ s sale  of  the  Enerson  & Faught  Collections, 
June  1988,  Lot  2473. 


CQMMEMQPJVTIVE  GOLD 

All  commemorative  gold  dollar  photos  are  lx. 

Choice  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  $1  Gold 


1132  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yel- 
low gold.  Prooflike  character  on  both  sides.  The  present  piece  is  a 
“high  end”  example  at  the  MS-64  level  and  is  nicer  than  some  we 
have  seen  in  MS-65  grade.  This  present  sale  has  attracted  consign- 
ments from  several  connoisseurs,  with  the  result  that  “high  end” 
and  undergraded  coins  (this  being  our  opinion)  are  sprinkled  through- 
out— -just  the  opposite  of  what  might  be  expected  elsewhere  in 
the  market.  Quality  does  make  a difference,  and  that  is  an  out- 
standing feature  of  this  catalogue. 
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1133  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  A brilliant,  lus- 
trous, and  thoroughly  satisfying  example  of  this  gold  dollar,  a piece 
that  approaches  truL\(rtv»  preservation  or  may  actually  be  such.  Not 
certified,  and  recently  removed  from  an  old-time  cardboard  holder, 
the  present  piece  will  be  a little  playground  for  those  who  examine 
the  lot  and  determine  whether  it  may  or  may  not  be  certified  MS- 
64,  or  MS-65,  or  even  higher! 


Superb  Gem  1922  Grant  $1  Gold 
With  Star 


1134  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superb 
specimen,  pristine  and  never  dipped  to  make  it  brighter.  The  sur- 
faces are  satiny  in  a rich  yellow  gold,  best  seen  rather  than  described 
in  print  or  even  through  an  illustration.  Among  coins  certified  at 
the  MS-66  level  probably  not  one  in  10  has  the  eye  appeal  of  this. 


Magnificent  1915-S  $50  Gold 
Round  Format 
Rarest  Commemorative 


1135  MCMXV-S  (1915-S)  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50  gold. 
Round.  MS-63  (NGC).  A magnificent  specimen  of  this  classic 
issue,  one  of  just  483  pieces  distributed,  resulting  in  the  rarest  of 
all  regular  commemoratives  from  1892  to  date.  This  example  has 
the  usual  satiny  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  variety,  well  preserved, 
and  very  attractive.  For  the  commemorative  specialist  this  is  the 
piece  lie  resistance. 

With  great  expectations,  Farran  Zerbe,  entrepreneur  who  had 
charge  of  the  Panama-Pacific  commemorative  coins,  arranged  for 
1,5(10  to  be  struck  of  each  of  the  two  highest  values,  the  S50  gold 
111  round  and  m octagonal  format.  These  were  offered  for  sale  for 
'■100  each  at  the  exposition.  Exactly  what  went  wrong  is  difficult 
to  know,  but  something  did.  Zerbe,  a consummate  politician  and 
rather  crafty  in  the  things  he  did,  and  often  generating  large 
aniiHints  of  hyperbole  (for  detail  see  The  American  Sumismatic  .4s- 


sociation  Centennial  History,  1891-1991,  two  volumes,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers),  was  quite  unpopular  with  some  numismatists.  Indeed,  in 
the  summer  of  1915  the  ANA  convention  held  in  San  Francisco 
was  expected  to  be  one  of  the  finest  ever,  w'hat  with  combined  nu- 
mismatic camaraderie  plus  the  appeal  of  attending  the  exposition 
itself  and  being  the  guests  of  Zerbe,  who  had  a large  display  within 
the  fair.  However,  the  get-together  was  an  unmitigated  dud,  with 
the  poorest  attendance  of  any  ANA  Convention  before  or  since. 

By  the  time  the  fair  closed,  there  were  still  many  unsold  coins, 
and  Zerbe  came  up  with  the  idea  of  issuing  full  sets  in  glass-fronted 
hammered  copper  frames  at  $200  the  set,  a bit  less  than  the  indi- 
vidual coins  had  been  sold  for  during  the  exposition.  Additional 
pieces  were  sold  in  this  manner.  However,  after  all  was  counted, 
just  483  of  the  S5()  round  pieces  found  buyers.  More  than  two 
thirds  went  to  the  melting  pot. 
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Mc^DEKN  COMMEMOl^TIVE 


1136  1‘1‘12-W  Columbus  $5  gold.  Proof-69  (PCGS),  Brilliant  orange 
gold.  Very  attractive. 


PRIVATE  AND 
TEFUTITORIAL  GOLD 

Longa  staple  ofU.S.  numismatics,  the  collecting  of  “territorial”  coins 
of  the  Gold  Rush  (both  California,  and  later,  Colorado)  is  as  avidly  pur- 
sued today  as  ever  it  was,  and  our  offering  brings  to  light  many  impressive 
pieces  for  your  consideration.  August  Bechtler  is  represented  here,  along 
with  a Mint  State  and  completely  prooflike  Norris,  Gregg  & Norris  S5,  a 
choice  AU-55  Miners’  Bank  $10,  and  no  fewer  than  four  $50  “slugs,” 
three  of  1851,  and  one  of  1852.  A pair  of  Clark,  Gruber  pieces,  one  of  the 
$5,  and  another  of  the  $10  denomination,  are  offered.  A remarkable  Justh 
& Hunter  gold  ingot  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure  is  featured;  it  is 
serial  # 9522,  weight  19.34  ounces,  a true  numismatic  treasure  in,  literally, 
every  sense  of  the  word! 


Prooflike  August  Bechtler  $1 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


Uncirculated  1849  Norris,  Gregg  & Norris  $5 


(2x  photo) 


1138  1849  Norris,  Gregg  & Norris.  $5  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-5.  Plain 
edge.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  prooflike  yellow  gold  surfaces  with 
distinctive  olive  highlights.  Nicely  struck  with  just  a hint  of  weak- 
ness at  the  coin’s  high  points;  the  “5”  at  the  center  of  the  shield  on 
the  eagle’s  breast  is  full  and  complete,  an  area  that  is  often  weak  in 
many  specimens.  A decidedly  attractive  specimen  of  the  issue  that 
is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  first  of  the  “territorial”  gold  issues 
out  of  the  “Days  of ’49"  and  the  California  Gold  Rush.  Struck  in 
Benicia  City  but  marked  San  Francisco,  the  identities  of  N.  G & 
N.  (as  found  on  the  coin)  were  not  known  until  1902  when  the 
collection  of  Augustus  Humbert  was  sold — Humbert,  of  course, 
was  there  at  the  time  and  would  have  been  familiar  with  the  issues 
of  his  era.  The  present  beauty  is  among  the  four  finest  examples  of 
the  type  seen  to  date  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


1137  A.  Bechtler  $1  gold.  Kagin-24.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  gold  dollar  struck  by  August  Bechtler,  at  the  privately  oper- 
ated family  mint  in  Rutherford,  North  Carolina.  The  present  piece 
is  exquisitely  struck  and  has  prooflike  surfaces  on  the  obverse  and 
reverse.  It  is  certainly  among  the  finest  in  existence  of  the  variety 
and  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 
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Choice  AU  Miners’  Bank  $10 


(2x  photo) 


1139  (1849)  Miners’  Bank.  SIO  gold.  K-1.  Rarity-6.  Plain  border. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  A bright  yellow  example  of  this  prized  rarity,  a 
lustrous  coin  that  shows  a wealth  of  rich  olive  highlights.  Scat- 
tered light  marks  are  seen,  as  should  be  expected  from  a gold  coin 
that  saw  a modicum  of  circulation  during  the  heady  days  of  the 
California  Gold  Rush;  none  of  the  marks,  however,  deserve  indi- 
vidual mention.  Miners’  Bank  was  the  name  used  by  Wright  &; 
Co.,  who  did  business  at  Portsmouth  Square  in  San  Francisco. 
Among  the  five  finest  examples  of  the  t^’pe  certified  to  date  by 
PCGS,  and  a numismatic  treat  for  an  advanced  specialist  in  Cali- 
fornia and  other  “territorial”  issues. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-61). 


High-Grade  1851  Humbert  $50 

MS-61  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 

1140  1851  Humbert  $50  gold.  K-5.  Rarity-5-.  880  THOUS.  MS- 
61  (NGC).  Rich  yellow  gold  with  much  remaining  lustre.  Only  a 
few  scattered  contact  points  are  seen,  far  fewer  than  usually  encoun- 
tered. The  sharpness  is  also  above  average,  though  the  central  ob- 
verse is  a bit  weakly  struck,  and  this  piece  appears  liner  than  the 
Kagm  plate  coin.  No  heavy  rim  nicks  or  other  damage.  Demand  is 
high  for  S50  slugs  this  nice,  and  most  collectors  end  up  settling  tor  a 
piece  of  far  lower  quality  than  here  offered.  A tine  addition  to  any 
advanced  cabinet  of  pioneer  gold  or  American  rarities. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 
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Lustrous  Mint  State  1851  Humbert  $50  “Slug” 

800  THOUS.,  Reeded  Edge 


Popular  1851  Humbert  Slug 
Reverse  of  1852 


(2x  photo) 

1141  1851  Humbert  $50  gold.  K-5.  Rarity-5-.  880  THOUS. 

Reeded  edge.  MS-60  (NGC).  Deep  and  lustrous  yellow  gold 
with  warm  honey  and  faint  orange  highlights.  Lightly  marked  and 
faintly  struck  m places,  as  is  typical  for  this  large  gold  “slug”  issue, 
but  free  of  other  signs  of  obvious  circulation.  Indeed,  if  “choice” 
can  be  applied  to  describe  a coin  at  the  MS-6()  level,  then  the 
present  coin  wears  the  “choice”  mantle  well! 

NGC  Census:  1;  8 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


(2x  photo) 

1142  1851  Humbert  850  gold.  K-7.  Rarity-7.  887  THOUS,  Re- 
verse of  1852.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow  gold  with 
some  iridescent  toning  and  splashes  of  darker  color.  A sharp  speci- 
men of  this  workhorse  coin  of  the  California  Gold  Rush,  showing 
a bit  of  roughness  at  peripheries  but  none  of  the  heavs'  digs  that 
plague  this  issue.  Some  scattered  light  marks  are  seen  and  a tew 
hairlines  are  noted  near  the  date.  Struck  from  the  elusive  reverse 
of  1852,  called  Rariry-7  by  Kagm  and  discernible  from  the  shape 
of  the  “bull's-eye”  at  center.  One  of  the  most  popular  issues  in 
American  numismatics,  here  offered  in  a very  colLv  tible  gm.-. 
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Mint  State  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  $10 


(2x  photo) 


1143  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office.  SIO  gold.  K-12a.  Rarity-5.  884 
THOUS.  MS-62  (NGC).  A sparkling  deep  orange  gold  speci- 
men with  intense  crimson  and  violet  iridescence  in  the  peripheral 
regions.  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue,  with  essentially  full  plumage 
on  our  national  mascot.  Among  the  top  half  dozen  examples  of 
the  type  certified  by  NGC,  and  worthy  of  serious  pursuit  from 
interested  bidders  as  a result. 

NGC  Census:  4;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest) 

The  United  States  Assay  UtTice  of  Gold  was  operated  by  the  partnership  of 
Curtis,  Perry  & Ward,  which  also  conducted  Moffat  and  Company,  private  coin- 
ers. The  U.S.A.O.G.  produced  coins  under  special  arrangement  with  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  being  in  effect  a government  mint,  but  without  the  portfolio.  In 

1853  the  facilities  were  purchased  by  the  Treasury  Department,  and  in  March 

1854  the  building,  somewhat  expanded,  was  opened  as  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 


Lustrous  1852  USAOG  $50  Slug 


{2x  photo) 

1144  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  $50  gold.  K-13.  Rarity-5.  887 
THOUS.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lively  light  yellow  gold  with  abun- 
dant lustre  in  protected  areas.  Many  scattered  marks  are  seen,  as 
usual  for  this  issue  that  saw  active  circulation  in  the  opening  of  the 
West.  Good  detail,  dig  under  U of  UNITED,  superb  aesthetic 
appeal.  A classic  issue  that  every  collector  and  non-collector  en- 
joys holding  and  pondering. 

NGC  Census:  7;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 
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Lustrous  Mint  State  1853  Assay  Office  $20  Gold 


1145  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20  gold.  K-18.  Rarity-2. 900  THOUS. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  of  this  popular  $20  piece  pro- 
duced by  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  San  Francisco, 
one  of  the  relatively  few  varieties  of  Gold  Rush  coinage  that  can  be 
obtained  in  Mint  State  today.  The  production  of  these  was  very  large, 
and  for  the  next  several  years  these  were  a staple  in  commerce,  as 
reflected  by  related  issues  being  included  in  the  treasure  found  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America  lost  at  sea  in  1857. 


Lustrous  1854  Kellogg  & Co.  Double  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


1146  1854  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (PCGS). 

Bright  yellow  gold  with  some  honey  highlights  and  a broad  ex- 


panse of  lustre  in  the  protected  regions.  A pleasing  Mint  State  ex- 
ample of  this  popular  double  eagle  issue  from  Kellogg  & C-o.,  a 
design  styled  unmistakably  after  the  then-new  federal  double  eagles 
of  the  era.  Just  three  1854  Kellogg  & Co.  double  eagles  have  been 
graded  finer  than  the  present  piece  by  NGC.  Choice  and  appeal- 
ing for  the  assigned  grade;  the  reverse  appears  to  be  moderately 
finer  than  the  obverse. 

I’CCiS  Population:  4;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Uncirculated  1860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $5 

“Pikes  Peak  Gold  Denver” 


(2x  photo) 

1147  1860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  Bright  and  attractive  yellow  gold  with  substantial  lustre, 
a nuance  ofbright  olive  iridescence,  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity 
in  the  protected  areas.  Choice  for  the  assigned  grade,  free  of  major 
marks,  and  with  clearly  unbroken  lustre  on  the  design  high  points. 
A popular  issue  from  the  days  of  Colorado’s  gold  rush — perhaps 
not  as  broadly  studied  or  appreciated  by  today’s  citizens,  but  im- 
portant nonetheless  to  today’s  numismatic  community! 
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Splendid  1861  Clark,  Gruber  $10 

Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  SIO  gold.  K-7.  Rarity-4. 
AU-53  (PCGS).  The  coinage  of  Clark,  Gruber,  and 
Co.,  Denver,  1860-1861,  has  long  fascinated  and  at- 
tracted numismatists.  Today  these  are  evocative  of  the 
rush  for  gold  that  took  place  in  the  late  1850s,  continu- 
ing for  a short  time  in  the  1860s.  Placer  gold  was  found 
near  the  foothills  of  the  Front  Range  in  the  area  of  what 
later  became  Denver.  Soon,  strikes  were  made  in  the 
mountains  nearby,  in  communities  such  as  Black  Hawk 
and  Central  City,  today  still  standing  and  popular  as  tour- 
ist attractions.  Clark,  Gruber  and  Co.,  bankers  from 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  established  a branch  in  Denver 
in  1860  and  soon  a mint  and  bank  were  in  operation. 
Coins  from  the  denominations  of  S2.50  to  S20  were 
produced  in  both  years.  The  maker  of  the  dies  is  un- 
known, but  is  presumed  to  have  been  in  the  East. 

The  present  coin  combines  the  worthwhile  grade  of 
AU-53  and,  in  addition,  has  exceptional  eye  appeal,  re- 
markably so.  We  have  handled  more  than  our  share  of 
these  pieces,  and  can  say  this  with  some  authority.  The 
specialist  will  enjoy  owning  this  piece. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  28  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Important  Justh  & Hunter  “Marysville”  Gold  Ingot 

Smallest  Ingot  from  this  City 

S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 


1149  Justh  & Hunter  gold  ingot  from  the  S.S.  Central  America. 
Serial  9522.  19.34  ounces.  891  fine.  Value  in  1857  stamped 
as  S356.21.  Attributed  to  the  Marysville  office.  Horizon- 
tally oriented.  Serial  number,  firm  name,  weight,  and  fine- 
ness imprinted  on  face.  Smallest  of  only  24  ingots  from 
the  Marysville  office.  The  writer  had  the  pleasure  ot  catalogu- 
ing this  particular  ingot  for  Christie’s  sale  of  selected  items  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America,  December  2000,  where  it  was  offered 
as  Lot  107. 

Quite  a few  people  have  endeavored  to  collect  a “type  set”  of 
the  fabulous  ingots  from  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Each  month, 
each  year,  the  availability  is  less  and  less  as  pieces  become  more 
widely  dispersed  and  are  tightly  held.  Today  opportunities  exist 
that  may  have  no  counterparts  a decade  hence.  Even  so,  the  vast 
majoriry  of  the  ingots  are  tightly  held,  and  it  is  likely  that  some 
will  not  reappear  in  our  lifetime.  In  a way  we  are  all  fortunate  to 
have  been  present  when  this  fabulous  treasure  was  marketed.  The 
memories  still  echo. 


Marysville  ingots  are  exceedingly  important,  represented  by 
only  two  dozen  Justh  & Hunter  bars  and  a single  example  from 
Harris,  Marchand,  & Co.,  with  the  others  from  the  85  Justh  &; 
Hunter  firm  being  from  San  Francisco.  The  present  piece  is  at- 
tractive, rare,  and  desirable  and  will  be  a treasure  for  many  years  to 
come.  Characteristics  of  the  ingots  attributed  to  each  office  are 
dehneated  in  detail  in  the  writer’s  A Californial  Gold  Rush  History. 

Justh  & Hunter  Ingot  Characteristics 

San  Francisco  vis-Vvis  Marysville 

Salient  differences  for  most  ingots  (see  A Calijomia  Gold  Rush  History  for  ex- 
ceptions): 

Serial  number:  San  Francisco:  4,000  series  • Marysville:  9,000  series 

Edge  chip  for  assay:  San  Francisco:  Space  in  truncation  is  blank.  • Marysville: 
Typically  with  truncation  stamped  J&H. 

Orientation  of  imprints:  San  Francisco:  Vertical  and  horizontal  (the  latter  t\-pi- 
cal  for  larger  ingots)  • Marysville:  Always  horizontal. 

JUSTH  & HUNTER  imprint:  San  Francisco:  Single  impression  only  • 
Marysville:  Smaller  ingots  with  single  impression,  larger  ingots  with  logot\-pe 
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st.impcd  twice  (in  tlie  general  style  of  the  only  known  Harris,  Mardiand  & Co. 
gold  ingot  attributed  to  Marysville). 

Peculiarities:  San  Francisco:  1 )igit  1 perfect  • Marysville:  Digit  1 with  lower 
right  serit  missing  • San  Francisco:  Period  used  after  serial  number  and  in  weight 
and  value  is  large  with  raised  dot  in  center  • Marysville:  Period  is  smaller  and 
without  center  dot 

The  Firm  ofjusth  & Hunter,  Assayers 
From  A California  Gold  Rush  History 

Emil  Justh 

Emanuel  (“Emil”)  Justh,  a lithographer  from  Verboca,  Hungary,  fled  the  revo- 
lution ot  1848-49.  Departing  on  May  18,  1850,  from  Hamburg,  Germany,  aboard 
the  Gellert,  he  arrived  in  San  Francisco  on  November  14,  after  a voyage  that  was 
direct  express  except  for  a stop  at  Valparaiso. 

Within  a few  months  he  had  set  up  a lithography  business.  A May  9,  1851, 
notice  in  Alla  California  informed  readers  of  the  operation:  “Lithographic  Printing 
Office,  justh  & Co.,  on  Broadway,  between  Dupont  and  Stockton  streets.  Justh, 
Quirot  A Co.”  Among  the  images  he  published  were  memorable  scenes  of  San 
Francisco  and  California. 

For  several  weeks,  from  June  3,  1852,  until  June  30,  Justh  was  a partner  in  a 
customs-house  brokerage  with  F.l.  Goerlitz,  trading  as  F.l.  Goerlitz  & Co.  From 
April  1854  to  May  1855  he  served  as  assistant  assayer  at  the  newly  opened  San 
Francisco  Mint. 

S.H.  Hunter 

Solomon  HiUen  Hunter,  a Maryland  native  and  merchant  in  the  shipping  trade 
m Baltimore,  came  to  California  aboard  the  S.S.  George  Law,  leaving  New  York 
City  on  February  5,  1855,  arriving  at  Aspinwall  on  the  15th,  in  time  to  witness 
part  of  the  inaugural  ceremonies  for  the  Panama  Railroad,  delaying  for  one  hour 
what  usually  was  a three-hour  trip,  then  continuing  on  February  16th  on  the  S.S. 
Sonora,  Captain  R.L.  Whiting,  to  San  Francisco,  arriving  on  March  2.  Aboard  for 
the  13-day,  4-1/2  hour  voyage  were  433  passengers  (303  adult  males,  86  adult 
females,  and  44  children).  Of  the  travelers,  272  were  in  steerage,  the  balance  in 
finer  accommodations. 

Both  the  Sonora  and  the  George  Law  were  usually  laden  with  gold  bars  and 
coins  on  their  trips  connecting  to  the  East,  while  on  the  westward  run  they  trans- 
ported much  freight  and  baggage,  including  on  this  particular  trip,  consignments 
of  goods  that  had  been  placed  with  Adams  & Co,  and  Wells,  Fargo  Sc  Co.,  mail 
from  New  York  postmarked  February  5,  and  mail  from  Europe  dated  up  to  Janu- 
ary 20.  The  railroad  connection  at  Panama  was  faster  on  the  way  to  California  than 
back,  as  on  the  return  trip  there  were  considerable  delays  involving  the  checking 
and  security  of  the  gold  treasure. 

Justh  & Hunter’s  Assay  Office 

On  May  15.  1855,  the  Alta  California  printed  this: 

E.  Justh  (late  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  S.F.)  S.  Hillen  Hunter. 


Justh  & Hunter’s  Assay  Office 

No.  188  Montgomery  Street  (Second  door  South  ofjackson  St.) 

We  guarantee  our  assays,  and  bind  ourselves  to  pay  all  differences  arising  from 
the  same  with  any  of  the  U.S.  Mints.  Returns  made  in  24  hours.  Quartz  and  ores 
of  every  description  assayed  at  short  notice. 

We  refer  to  the  annexed  certificate. 

Justh  & Hunter. 

We  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  E.  Ju,sth  was  Assistant  Assayer  in  the  U.S. 
Branch  Mint,  from  April  1 854,  to  this  date,  during  which  time  he  performed 
his  duties  most  faithfully  and  intelligently,  and  we  take  great  pleasure  in  rec- 
ommending him  to  the  public  as  a competent  and  faithful  assayer. 

A,  HAILASZTHY  U.S.  Assayer 

LOUIS  AIKEN  BIRDSALL,  Sup’t  U.S.  Branch  Mint. 

San  Francisco,  May  10,  1855. 

Business  commenced  on  May  15. 

In  autumn  1856  the  San  Francisco  headquarters  office  was  moved  from  188 
Montgomery  to  108  Battery  Street.  Business  continued  to  be  excellent,  and  mil- 
lions of  dollars’  worth  of  gold  was  assayed  and  formed  into  bars. 

Marysville  Office 

In  May  1856,  Justh  Sc  Hunter  opened  a branch  assay  office  in  Marv’sville,  with 
S.H.  Hunter  in  charge.  The  Maryspilk  Herald,  May  31,  1856,  included  this: 

ASSAY  OFFICE! 

JUSTH  Sc  HUNTER,  ASSAYERS  OF  GOLD  & ORES!  Of  Every  De- 
scription, 

Ist  St.,  3d  door  from  D, 

MARYSVILLE. 

Returns  Made  Within  Twelve  Hours!  For  the  convenience  of  our  customers 
m the  interior,  we  have  established  a Branch  of  our  ASSAY  OFFICE  in  this  City. 
The  reputation  of  our  Bars  being  well  established  in  San  Francisco  and  New  York, 
they  can  always  be  cashed  on  the  most  advantageous  terms. 

In  Marysville  the  assay  office  ofjusth  Sc  Hunter  was  located  in  a one-story 
brick  building,  20  by  70  feet,  built  in  1854  on  the  south  side  of  First  Street  near  D 
Street,  owned  by  John  A.  Paxton  and  valued  at  S4,000.  Neighboring  businesses 
included  the  crockery  store  ofjoseph  Genella  (“Sign  of  the  ‘Big  White  Pitcher’”), 
auctioneer  H.  Barnett,  the  clothing  store  of  Hochstadter  Sc  Brother,  and  A. 
D'Artenay’s  Saloon. 

Additional  notes:  Surfaces  often  irregular,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Align- 
ment and  spacing  of  numerals  is  generally  excellent  at  both  offices  (San  Francisco 
and  Marysville).  Assay  chip  from  corner  is  typical;  the  truncated  corner  on 
Marysville  ingots  is  typically  marked  with  the  initials  of  the  firm.  Some  ingots 
from  San  Francisco  (but  not  Marysville)  have  part  of  the  serial  number,  the  last 
two  digits,  repeated  on  the  reverse. 

From  Christie’s  Sale  of  Gold  Rush  Treasures  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America,  December 2001,  Lot  107. 


1150  S.S.  Central  America  gold  pinch,  1.5  grams  (PCGS).  Litde  group  of 
gold  flakes  or  “dust,”  nicely  encapsulated  by  PCGS,  attributed  to 
the  S.S.  Central  America — and  probably  one  of  the  best  uses  we 
have  ever  seen  of  a “slab” — these  little  particles  can  be  seen  nicely 
and,  if  shaken  about  in  the  manner  of  a kaleidoscope,  different 
aspects  come  into  view. 

Legend  has  it  that  a “pinch”  of  gold  dust  was  the  amount  of  raw  gold  flakes 
a barkeeper  or  other  merchant  could  “pinch”  between  his  or  her  thumb  and 
index  finger.  This  measure  of  value  was  reportedly  commonplace  in  Gold  Rush 
commerce  owing  to  the  lack  of  circulating  “small  change”  in  the  region.  We 
suspect  that  many  large  “barkeeps”  were  hired  solely  for  their  ability  to  “pinch” 
larger  amounts  of  raw  gold  dust  than  a person  of  smaller  stature. 

1151  S.S.  Central  America  nuggets.  1.5  grams  (PCGS).  Little  group  ot 
nuggets,  by  count  four  of  them,  each  quite  attractive  and  appeal- 
ing, visible  within  a PCGS  holder. 


CALIFORNIA  SMALL 
DENOMINATION  GOLD 

All  California  Small  Denomination  gold  photos  are  2x. 

1152  1854  Liberty  Head.  Octagonal  25c.  BG-105.  Rarity-3.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  Deep  golden  surfaces  show  nice  underlying  lustre  and 
some  olive  toning.  A popular  Period  1 design  type. 

Die  State  1:  Top  of  Liberty’s  hair  touches  back  of  coronet:  the  die  was  later 
polished  and  a large  gap  appeared  in  the  design  behind  the  coronet. 

1153  Pair  of  1854  California  small  denomination  gold,  certified  by 
PCGS:  "tt  1854  Liberty  Head  Octagonal  25c.  BG-105.  Rarity-3. 
AU-58  ’M’  1854-N  Liberty  Head  Octagonal  50c.  BG-308.  Rar- 
ity-4. AU-55.  These  pieces  were  produced  early  in  the  scenario  of 
small  denomination  California  gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Recently  through  the  editorial  supervision  of  Bob  Leonard,  in  combina- 
tion with  a dynamic  group  of  specialists  and  dealers,  the  Brecn-Gillio  book  wav 
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\jstlv  cvpaiuW  and  unproved,  ereatmg  a reference  that  stands  high  in  its  quality 
toilas  I he  history  of  these  little  pieces  is  mostly  gathered  from  scraps  of  infor- 
mation here  and  there,  with  not  much  in  the  way  of  original  documentation. 
New  spaper  clippings  and  mentions  in  California  Gold  Rush  correspondence 
are  tew  and  far  betsveen,  although  more  have  come  to  light  in  recent  decades 
than  any  earlier  time.  Some  court  cases  and  actions  are  also  recorded,  particu- 
larly after  the  Coinage  Act  of  1864  made  private  minting  of  denominated  to- 
kens illegal  (not  that  everyone  paid  attention). 


1154  Undated  (1853)  Round  250.  BG-206.  Rarity-4+.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  A nice  example  of  the  issue,  tracing  its  pedigree  to  the 
collection  of  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Well  struck  for  the  issue,  and  of 
nice  appearance.  Warm  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces. 

From  Bowers  and  Mereria’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection, 
Part  I,  May  1999,  Lot  2570. 

1155  1855  Liberty  Head.  Round  250.  BG-432.  Rarity-5.  AU-50.  Lus- 
trous yellow  gold  with  distinctive  olive  highlights.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  reverse  die.  One  of  the  scarce  Large  Head  varieties. 


1156  1855-NR  Octagonal  SI.  BG-533.  Rarity-4-.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Medium  toned  orange-red  surfaces.  Well  struck  at  the  centers,  and 
on  a problem-free  planchet.  The  motifs  are  of  course  a bit  rustic,  a 
numismatic  equivalent  of  folk  art.  The  reverse  die  has  been 
relapped,  resulting  in  certain  of  the  botanic  features  being  isolated 
as  “islands”  in  the  field.  A popular  issue  by  N.R.  (Nouizellet  and 
Rothier),  signed  on  the  reverse. 


1157  1868  Liberty  Head.  Octagonal  250.  BG-711.  Rarity-4.  MS- 
66  (PCGS).  Deep  olive  gold  with  intense  lustre  and  a bold  strike. 
Finer  than  Roe:  152,  and  a beauty  to  behold — any  California  Small 
Denomination  piece  that  can  stake  a claim  to  “finer  than  Roe”  is 
a remarkable  coin  indeed! 


1158  1874  Indian  Head.  Round  250.  BG-875.  Rarity-4+.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A sparkling  beauty  of  the  finest  order,  especially  so  within 
the  confines  of  the  assigned  grade.  Deep  yellow  gold  with  olive 
highlights  and  a wealth  of  proofiike  reflectivity  on  the  surfaces. 
Struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies. 


1159  1875  Indian  Head.  Round  250.  BG-878.  Rarity-3.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A deeply  prooflike  specimen  that  may  just  as  well  be 
called  gem,  as  it  is  as  fine  as  anyone  is  ever  likely  to  see  at  the  MS- 
64  level.  Bright  olive  gold  with  a generous  measure  of  eye  appeal. 

Die  State  11:  Obverse  now  shattered  with  several  cracks,  including  a promi- 
nent display  across  the  Indian’s  cheek. 

Choice  Mint  State  1876/5  Indian  Head  $1 


1160  1876/5  Indian  Head.  Octagonal  $1.  BG-1129.  Rarity-4.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  A highly  prooflike  specimen  with  deep  yellow  gold 
surfaces  that  display  rich  olive  iridescence.  Variety  with  5 in  date 
crudely  altered  by  hand  by  maker.  Surely  as  fine  as  a Mint  State-63 
coin  comes,  and  a grand  addition  to  any  collection  as  such. 

Die  State  1:  No  sign  of  clash  marks. 


PATTEPJM  COINS 

As  always,  our  current  sale  is  awash  with  an  incredible  array  of  pat- 
terns, some  rare,  some  not  as  rare,  but  all  enticing  in  their  beauty  and 
charming  as  the  “coins  that  never  were.”  Highlights  include  an  annular 
cent  of  1850,  J-124,  Low  Rarity-7,  and  a rare  1871  pattern  “trime”  in 
copper,  J-1047,  High  Rariry-7.  Other  highlights  are  a Proof-63  J-247  pat- 
tern 1859  half  dollar,  design  laid  at  the  feet  of  Anthony  Paquet,  and  desig- 
nated High  Rarity'-7.  Other  rarities  include  a gem  Proof-66  RB  1877  J- 
1502  pattern  “Sailor  Head”  half  dollar,  and  a prominent  rarity  that  wall 
appeal  to  pattern  specialists  and  “mainstream”  collectors  alike,  a gem  Proot- 
65  J- 1992  pattern  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar!  Not  to  be  outdone  by  the 
lower  denominations,  pattern  dollars  include  a lovely  gem  Proof-66  PJ3  J- 
1468  1876  trade  dollar  obverse/silver  dollar  reverse  from  the  celebrated 
Bass  Collection,  and  a specimen  ofJ-1283  in  Proof-66  RB,  the  popular 
and  rare  trade  dollar  pattern  by  Bailly.  Other  highlights  among  the  higher 
denominations  include  an  1852  annular  gold  dollar  in  gold,  J-145,  Proof- 
66,  as  well  as  an  1875  “Sailor  Head”  S5  pattern  in  copper,  Proot-67  RB! 
To  reiterate  a timeworn  old  saw,  there  is  probably  something  for  everyone 
here,  no  matter  whether  your  interest  in  patterns  is  casual  or  serious. 
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Gem  1850  J-124  Cent 


1161  1850  pattern  cent.  Annular.  Judd-124,  Pollock-139.  Rarity- 
7-.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  speci- 
men from  the  standpoint  of  eye  appeal  as  well  as  high  grade,  this 
piece  could  certainly  be  certified  a couple  of  notches  higher.  If  so, 
it  would  be  the  finest  graded.  Check  it  out  and  see  if  you  agree. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lightly  toned.  Some  die  cracks  are 
seen  on  the  obverse,  characteristic  of  all.  A restrike  probably  made 
no  earlier  than  1859. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


Interesting  1853  Pattern  Cent 


Judd-151 


(2x  photo) 


1162  1853  pattern  cent.  Quarter  eagle  obverse.  J-151,  P-178.  Rar- 
ity-6-.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  German  silver.  Plain  edge.  One  of  the 
more  interesting  patterns  of  this  era,  the  present  piece  combines 
the  obverse  from  a regular  quarter  eagle  of  the  year,  with  a hastily  con- 
trived reverse,  a wreath  enclosing  the  words  ONE/CENT,  but  too 
widely  spaced  to  be  artistic.  Although  this  and  all  others  are  desig- 
nated as  Proofs,  the  dies  were  not  polished,  and  a better  designa- 
tion would  be  Mint  State.  The  intent  was  to  quickly  create  a die 
pair  to  show  what  a small  diameter  cent  would  look  like,  struck  in 
German  silver.  At  the  time  German  silver  was  all  the  rage,  and  had 
been  popular  in  many  circles  since  the  1830s,  at  which  earlier  time 
Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger  was  its  main  proponent.  While  the  alloy 
is  called  German  silver  today,  in  the  1830s  Feuchtwanger  called  it 
American  silver  and,  alternatively,  Feuchtwanger’ s composition. 

Accompanied  by  an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  Certificate. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  2 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


1163  1854  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-160,  P-187.  Rarity-4. 
Proof-63  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  This  features  the  head 


of  Miss  Liberty  from  the  hub  used  on  the  regular  cent  of  the  ycar. 
but  here  with  a smaller  diameter  die  without  stars.  The  date  is 
below  the  portrait.  The  reverse  is  similar  in  concept  to  the  regular 
issue  but  differently  arranged  with  smaller  letters  and  a much  smaller 
wreath.  One  of  the  many  patterns  that  led  to  the  adoption  on  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1857,  of  the  Flying  Eagle  cent. 


1854  Flying  Eagle  Pattern  Cent 
Judd-163 


1164  1854  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  J-163,  P-189.  Rarity-6+. 
Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  ILich  leather  brown 
and  gunmetal-blue  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  A lovely  example  of 
the  first  year  that  the  Flying  Eagle  motif,  by  Christian  Gobrecht, 
was  used  on  a pattern  cent.  In  this  instance  the  bird  was  adopted  by 
Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre  from  Gobrecht’s  pattern  half  dol- 
lar of  1838,  the  eagle  differing  in  some  respects  from  that  used  on 
the  1836  dollar  and,  later,  on  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Patterns  of 
similar  configuration  were  also  made  in  1854,  part  of  a continuing 
experimentation  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  copper  cent. 

Accompanied  by  an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  Certificate. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-65  BN  finest). 


Splendid  1858  Indian  Head  Pattern  ly 
Judd-213 


1165  1858  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head  obverse,  regular  reverse.  J- 
213,  P-251.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain 
edge.  A splendid  specimen,  with  rich  gold  surfaces,  ot  one  of  the 
most  popular  varieties  of  the  year.  The  dies  show  some  striae  from 
the  die  preparation  process,  on  the  Indian’s  cheek  there  arc  some 
parallel  planchet  preparation  lines.  The  obverse  depicts  the  Indian 
Head  motifby  Longacre,  a pattern  that  was  translated  into  the  regu- 
lar design  the  year  following.  There  arc  several  different  dies,  this 
one  characterized  by  having  a very  low  date.  The  reverse  is  the 
well  known  “agricultural”  wreath  used  on  contemporary  circu- 
lating Flying  Eagle  cents  (adapted  from  Longacre’s  own  gold  dol- 
lar and  $3  of  1854). 

Accompanied  by  an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  Certificate. 


1166  1863  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-299,  P-359.  Rarir\-3. 
Proof-62  BN  (NGC)  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Deep  brown  surfaces, 
somewhat  cloudy.  Obverse  and  reverse  dies  oriented  in  the  same 
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direction,  rather  than  IHO®  apart,  typical  for  this  particular  variety. 
This  IS  one  ot  the  most  famous  of  all  Indian  cents,  a transitional 
pattern  that  led  to  the  development  of  the  bronze  format  for  the 
regular  series. 

It  IS  likely  that  many,  possibly  the  majority,  ofJ-299  coins  were  issued  with 
surfaces  bronzed  at  the  Mint  (already  given  a brown  color). 


Splendid  1868  Liberty  Head  Pattern 


1167  1868  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-605,  P-670.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  pat- 
tern, one  of  a suite  of  three  denominations,  all  of  the  same  con- 
figuration, part  of  an  effort  to  standardize  the  coinage.  The  ob- 
verse depicts  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  with  a coronet,  similar  to 
that  used  on  the  contemporary  circulating  nickel  three-cent  piece. 
The  reverse  bears  the  Roman  numeral  I within  an  agricultural 
WTeath.  Longacre  did  not  have  to  do  much  work  to  create  this, 
but  simply  copied  motifs  taken  from  elsewhere.  Related  three- 
cent  and  nickel  five-cent  patterns  were  also  produced,  forming  a 
set  quite  popular  with  collectors.  The  present  coin  is  sharply 
struck  and  has  superb  eye  appeal.  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen. 

Accompanied  by  an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  Certificate. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 


1863  Pattern  Two  Cents 


GOD  OUR  TRUST 


1169  1863  pattern  two-cent  piece.  GOD  OUR  TRUST.  J-312,  P- 
377.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Iri- 
descent toning  with  some  lavender.  Sharply  struck.  With  variant 
motto  GOD  OUR  TRUST,  one  of  the  popular  phrases  under 
consideration  at  this  time.  The  obverse  is  of  the  Shield  design  simi- 
lar to  that  adopted.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  adopted 
design,  but  with  the  word  CENTS  much  more  curved. 


Rare  1871  Pattern  Trime  in  Copper 
J-1047,  High  Rarity-7 


(2x  photo) 


1170  1871  pattern  three  cents.  J-1047,  P-1181.  Rarity-  7+.  Proof- 
63  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A striking  in  copper  from 
the  regular  Proof  dies  of  this  year,  a delicacy  for  numismatists. 
Brown  toned  surfaces  with  some  magenta.  A few  gray  fiecks  here 
and  there.  An  extremely  rare  little  pattern. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (Proof-64  finest). 


1868  Liberty  Head  Pattern  Cent 
Judd-608 


1168  1868  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-608,  P-673.  Rarity-4. 
Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A variation  on  the 
preceding  theme,  this  was  also  part  of  the  three-denomination  ex- 
perimentation. An  attractive  example  with  light  iridescent  toning. 
Accompanied  by  an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  Certificate. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; 4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Cameo  finest). 


1873  Half  Dime  in  Copper 


1171  1873  pattern  half  dime.  Liberty  Seated.  J-1266,  P-1408.  Rar- 
ity-7+.  Proof-62  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A strik- 
ing from  the  regular  Proof  dies  in  copper,  rather  than  silver.  Some- 
what mottled  orange-brown  surfaces.  A numismatic  delicacy.  The 
year  1873  is  of  particular  numismatic  interest  to  many.  Likely,  the 
acquisition  of  this  piece  will  fill  a long-held  desire.  Saul  Teichman 
indicates  that  fewer  than  tour  e.xamples  have  been  contirmed. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-63). 
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Gem  1867  Liberty  Seated  Pattern  Dime 

J-587,  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

1172  1867  pattern  dime.  Liberty  Seated.  J-587,  P-652.  Rarity-7-. 
Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Striking  from  the  Proof 
dies,  but  in  copper  rather  than  silver,  a numismatic  delicacy  then  and 
now.  Attractive  surfaces  combine  bright  mint  orange  with  natural 
toning.  Rare  and  seldom  offered  for  sale.  A complete  1867  Proof  set 
in  copper  was  included  in  Stack’s  1976  Garrett  sale;  we  recently  sold 
the  copper  $20  from  that  set  in  our  November  2004  sale. 

Condition  Census  1870  J-840  Dime 

Standard  Silver  Pattern  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

1173  1870  pattern  dime.  Standard  Silver.  J-840,  P-931.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  One  of  the  fin- 
est graded  of  this  popular  issue,  a copper  striking  of  one  of  the 
Standard  Silver  denominations.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  well 
struck,  with  splashes  of  original  mint  color  visible  on  the  reverse, 
intermixed  with  electric  blue. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Little  Gem  1870  J-866  Pattern 

Standard  Silver  in  Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 


1174  1870  pattern  dime.  Standard  Silver.  J-866,  P-955.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  A little 
gem,  bright  and  sparkling,  nicely  struck,  and  epitomizing  what  an 
aluminum  pattern  should  be,  but  often  is  not.  Quality  and  eye 
appeal  come  to  the  fore,  no  doubt  resulting  in  strong  competition. 


The  dies  for  the  Standard  Silver  patterns  were  often  incomple  tely  fmisht  d 
On  the  present  piece  the  obverse  shows  some  pebbly  effects  and  some  raised  dn 
lines,  characteristic  of  all  known  pieces,  while  the  reverse  die  has  been  finished 
to  a deep  mirrorhke  quality. 

Choice  1838  Liberty  Head  Pattern  500 

Judd-72 


(2x  photo) 


1175  1838  pattern  half  dollar.  Liberty  Head.  J-72,  P-75.  Rarity- 
5.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver,  Reeded  edge.  Medal  or  360°  die 
alignment.  Fanciful  bust  of  Liberty  to  left,  radiant  sunburst  on  her 
tiara,  LIBERTY  on  broad  ribbon  in  her  hair,  toga  clasp  at  shoul- 
der, hair  curls  around  shoulder  and  across  truncation,  tiny  center 
dot  on  neck.  Reverse  with  perched  eagle,  olive  branches  and  ar- 
rows in  claws.  A steel  gray  beauty  with  soft  underlying  lustre  and 
warm  golden  iridescence  in  abundance.  This  lovely  design  was  at- 
tributed to  William  Kneass  by  James  Ross  Snowden  in  the  19th 
century,  though  the  iispatterfis.com  website  notes;  “this  was  prob- 
ably executed  by  Christian  Gobrecht.”  (To  the  present  writer  the 
style  smacks  of  Gobrecht.)  J-72  is  found  in  “original”  and  “re- 
strike” format,  the  difference  generally  depending  on  weight;  the 
present  coin  is  encapsulated  and  hence  its  weight  is  unknown  to 
us  (see  below).  A sharp  and  appealing  coin,  with  even  the  tiniest 
details  crisp  and  sharp.  Absolutely  choice  for  the  grade. 

Regarding  the  “original”  and  “restrike”  status  ofJudd-72,  Andrew  Pollock's 
pattern  reference  notes  that  “originals”  are  thought  to  be  products  of  1838  ownng 
to  their  weight  which  corresponds  to  the  heavier  halt  dollar  coinage  prior  to  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1853,  while  the  “restrikes"  arc  generally  of  weights  that  correspond  to 
the  circulating  half  dollars  of  February  21,  1853  and  later. 
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Splendid  Pattern  1859  Half  Dollar 

French  Liberty  Head 


1176  1859  pattern  half  dollar.  French  Liberty  Head.  J-240b,  P- 
296.  Rarity-Unique.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain 
edge.  A nice  example  ofJ.B.  Longacre’s  depiction  ofMiss  Liberty, 
inspired  by  a statue,  referred  to  in  older  numismatic  literature  as 
the  French  Liberty  Head.  Anyone  doubting  Longacre’s  ability  as  a 
die  engraver  needs  but  examine  the  die  details  on  this  coin — they 
are  exquisite.  However,  we  are  not  quite  sure  why  Miss  Liberty  is 
wearing  a headdress  composed  of  grape  (?)  and  oak  leaves,  the  lat- 
ter complete  with  a prominent  acorn.  To  the  left  and  right  are 
found  UNITED  STATES/OF  AMERICA,  in  the  heavy  vertical 
element  letters  that  are  traditionally  attributed  to  Anthony  C. 
Paquet,  an  assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint.  The  date  also  has  its  own 
Style,  as  do  the  numerals  in  most  other  denominations  this  par- 
ticular year. 

The  reverse  is  the  so-called  cereal  wreath,  again  with  some  in- 
teresting leaves  that  are  not  necessarily  edible,  including  oak  and 
maple  (or  grape?). 


1859  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar 

Paquet’s  J-247 


(2.x  photo) 


1177  1859  pattern  half  dollar.  Liberty  Seated.  J-247,  P-286.  Rar- 
ity-7+.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Anthony  C. 
Paquet’s  design  featuring  Miss  Liberty,  seated  on  the  obverse,  her 
right  hand  outstretched  to  the  top  of  a fasces,  her  left  holding  a 
shield.  The  depiction  ofMiss  Liberty  is  rather  ungainly,  with  her 
arms  appearing  thin,  her  left  arm  not  fully  fleshed  out,  and  with 
her  facial  features  not  as  attractive  as  on  the  standard  issue  by  Chris- 
tian Gobrecht.  The  reverse  is  of  the  popular  “cereal”  wreath,  in 
this  case  enclosing  HALF/DOLLAR,  the  wreath  having  been  sug- 
gested by  Harold  T.  Newlin.  However,  the  contents  of  the  wreath 
also  seem  to  include  maple  leaves  and  oak  leaves — artistic  license. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (Proof-64  finest). 
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1864  Transitional  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
With  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
Struck  in  Nickel 


(2x  photo) 


Superb  Glittering  Copper  1877  Pattern  50^ 
“Sailor  Head”  by  Barber 


(2x  photo) 


1178  1864  transitional  pattern  half  dollar.  J-3  94,  P-462.  Rarity-8. 
Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Reeded  edge.  An  incredible  piece, 
struck  in  nickel  instead  of  the  usual  silver  or  copper,  and,  as  such,  a 
rarity  ot  landmark  proportions.  It  may  well  be  a generation  or  more, 
or  even  a lifetime,  before  a comparable  opportunity  recurs.  Saul 
Teichman’s  research  indicates  that  only  two  are  known. 

The  present  piece  has  a deep  mirror  Proof  surface  with  deli- 
cate golden  toning.  Lightness  of  strike  in  the  higher  parts  of  the 
center,  due  to  the  hardness  of  the  metal.  E.xamples  in  nickel  alloy 
were  not  made  in  significant  numbers,  perhaps  just  one  or  two  of 
a given  issue,  and  today  not  even  the  most  advanced  collections  of 
patterns  are  apt  to  have  a single  example. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

In  1865  a set  of  transitional  patterns  in  silver  and  copper  was  made,  with  the 
motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  a ribbon  above  the  eagle  on  the  reverse,  pre- 
cursor of  the  motif  that  became  standard  in  1866.  Afterward,  but  still  in  the 
same  decade,  it  was  decided  to  create  related  patterns  with  the  dates  of  1863  and 
1864,  this  was  done,  resulting  in  full  sets  of  three  denominations  of  each  of 
these  becoming  available  on  a private  basis  to  those  with  Mint  connections. 


1179  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  “Sailor  Head”  by  William  Barber.  J- 
1502,  P-1055.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Copper. 
Reeded  edge.  A superb  gem,  displaying  a rich  orange  with  splashes 
of  iridescence,  over  mirror  surfaces.  The  piece  is  at  once  rare,  el- 
egant, and  beautiful.  Many  copper  patterns  of  this  era  found  their 
way  into  the  collection  of  King  Farouk,  where  they  were  polished, 
brightened,  and  lacquered.  Today,  it  is  common  for  these  to  come 
on  the  market,  either  still  with  that  appearance  or  improved  by  ton- 
ing. The  number  ofpristine  coins,  is  very  small,  as,  the  PCGS  records 
indicate.  No  other  has  been  certified  at  this  level,  and  none  higher. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 

The  design  is  one  of  several  motifs  created  in  1877  at  the  request  of  Director 
Henry  R.  Linderman.  Several  artists  participated  in  the  design,  most  notablv  Wil- 
liam Barber  and  George  T.  Morgan.  Depicted  here  is  Barber's  so-called  “Sailor 
Head”  motif  best  known  for  its  appearance  earlier  on  pattern  twenw-cent  pieces. 
Various  obverse  and  reverse  die  combinations  were  made  of  the  different  motifs, 
and  for  most  varieties  there  were  strikings  made  in  silver  and  copper.  Today,  high 
quality  copper  half  dollars  are  significantly  rarer  than  those  in  silver. 

The  distribution  of  these  seems  to  have  been  a private  matter  involving  those 
employed  at  the  Mint.  In  the  ssTiter's,  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage  Illustrated 
by  the  Garrett  Collection  (1979),  some  correspondence  on  1877  half  dollars  is  re- 
printed in  the  appendix,  e.xchanges  with  T.  Harrison  Garrett.  Baltimore  collector. 

The  possession  of  even  a single  pattern  half  dollar  of  the  1 877  date  is  a badge  of 
distinction  for  any  advanced  numismatist.  The  possession  of  this  particular  vanen 
in  the  grade  offered  is  a badge  of  distinction  with  extra  ribbons  attached! 

From  the J.  Flewitt Jiidd  Collection;  Arnutnd  CliomjM;  Rowers  and 
Ruddy’s  sale  of Arniand  Champa  Collection,  May  1972,  Lot  1059;  Rudy 
Sieck;  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  1981  .d.Vd  Sale,  July  1981,  Lot  226; 
Teletrade’s  sale  of  March  1993. 
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Incredible  Pattern  1916  Half  Dollar 

A Landmark  Offering 


1180  1916  pattern  half  dollar.  Walking  Liberty.  J-1992,  P-2053. 
Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid 
specimen,  an  incredible  coin,  and  certainly  a highlight  of  the  present 
catalogue.  The  piece  is  well  struck  with  excellent  detail,  nice  ap- 
pearance overall,  and  is  a delight  to  view.  One  must  completely 
overlook  this,  for  most  half  dollars  of  this  year,  rare  as  a class,  are 
seen  in  significantly  lower  grades  and  with  poor  eye  appeal.  This 
coin  is  in  high  grade  with  great  eye  appeal.  Remarkable! 

The  obverse  and  reverse  differ  in  many  respects  from  the 
adopted  variety.  On  the  obverse  Miss  Liberty  is  seen  striding,  similar 
to  that  adopted,  but  with  the  word  LIBERTY  in  the  right  field 
rather  than  at  the  border,  and  with  a large  T (perhaps  inspired  by 
the  popular  style,  widely  known  at  the  time,  employed  by  the 


WurliTzer  company,  leading  maker  of  automatic  musical  instru- 
ments, theatre  organs,  and  other  devices).  On  the  reverse  of  the 
pattern  the  denomination  is  in  an  arc  at  the  top,  rather  than  on  the 
bottom  as  per  the  regular  issue.  The  bottom  space  is  occupied  by  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM,  which  on  the  adopted  issue  is  in  the  left 
field. 

All  silver  patterns  of  the  1916  year  range  from  very  rare  to  ex- 
tremely rare  to  impossible  to  find.  The  present  coin  is  a delight,  a 
center  point  to  the  present  catalogue  and  will  no  doubt  attract  much 
attention  when  it  crosses  the  block. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Almost  certainly  the  Morris  Evans  piece;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of 
August  1998,  Lot  2100. 


Wurlitzer  logo,  as  mentioned  above,  using  a large  T in  the  middle 
of  the  name,  similar  to  the  large  T used  in  the  word  LiberTy  on  the 
Judd-1992  pattern  half  dollar  offered  in  Lot  1180. 
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Superb  Gem  1870  J-999  $1 

Barber’s  Liberty  Seated  Design 
Finest  NGC  Certified 


The  obverse  depicts  Miss  Liberty  in  a seated  position,  perhaps 
inspired  by  Gobrecht,  but  translated  by  William  Barber,  whose 
artistic  talents  seem  to  have  been  modest  at  best.  The  piece  is  en- 
joyable to  view  under  magnification,  where  we  see  a pole  appar- 
ently about  to  fall  over  (it  is  not  being  held  by  Miss  Liberty),  at  the 
top  of  which  is  a cap.  The  hand  of  the  seated  figure,  widespread  m 
the  manner  of  a lobster  about  to  grab  a meal,  seems  to  be  holding 
the  top  of  the  shield  while  preventing  a ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY 
from  slipping  away.  Her  left  hand  shows  four  strong  and  some- 
what pointed  fingers  and  a thumb  holding  an  olive  branch  the  dp 
of  which  is  downward.  Stars  surround  and  the  date  is  below. 

The  reverse  is  the  die  for  the  Standard  Silver  series,  this  being  a 
bright  idea  of  the  year  before,  1869,  at  which  time  no  silver  coins 
were  seen  in  regular  circulation,  nor  had  they  been  since  spring 
1862.  Pieces  continued  to  be  hoarded.  The  thought  at  the  Mint 
was  to  create  a new  series  of  silver,  specifically  noted  as  Standard 
Silver,  to  be  of  lighter  weight  than  those  currently  authorized.  The 
plan  was  to  produce  these  in  quantity,  so  that  silver  coins  would 
again  circulate,  but  would  not  be  attractive  to  melt  down  as  the 
bullion  value  would  be  less.  At  the  time  the  place  of  such  issues 
was  taken  by  Fractional  Currency  paper,  widely  disliked  by  the 
general  public  (but  loved  by  numismatists  today!). 

The  Standard  Silver  pattern  series  developed  into  a vast  play- 
ground for  private  Mint  profit,  as  through  the  various  denomina- 
tions obverse  and  reverse  designs  were  combined  willy-nilly,  of- 
ten with  strikings  in  silver,  aluminum,  and  copper,  and  with  plain 
or  reeded  edges,  to  create  hundreds  of  different  varieties  for  no 
particular  purpose  other  than  to  attract  numismatists.  Regardless 
of  the  circumstance  of  birth — circumstances  which  could  be  re- 
lated to  quite  a few  other  coins  (such  as  commemorative  half  dol- 
lars, notably  the  Daniel  Boone  bicentennial  series) — the  result  was 
coins  that  are  highly  collectible  and  widely  desired  by  numisma- 
tists today.  We  can  all  be  grateful  for  the  shenanigans  that  went  on 
in  the  Mint  for  a long  time,  mostly  from  spring  1859  through  sum- 
mer 1885.  Without  these,  the  Judd  book  on  patterns  would  be  a 
small  monograph  ofjust  a few  dozen  pages,  and  those  seeking  pat- 
terns for  their  collections  would  not  be  able  to  buy  many,  as  vari- 
eties would  be  few  and  far  between,  and  mostly  great  rarities! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


(2x  photo) 

1181  1870  pattern  dollar.  Barber’s  Liberty  Seated.  J-999,  P-1130. 
Rarity-7-.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A gem 
specimen  with  iridescent  blue  toning  with  splashes  of  magenta. 
Deep  mirrored  Proof  fields.  Well  struck,  and  bespeaking  quality 
in  every  aspect.  Finest  and  only  graded  by  NGC,  at  this  level.  A 
coin  that  is  a “must  have”  for  the  pattern  specialist  with  a gener- 
ous budget. 
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Splendid  1871 J-1150  Pattern  $1 

Indian  Princess  Design 
Finest  NGC  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

182  1871  pattern  dollar.  “Indian  Princess.”  J-1150,  P-1292.  Rar- 
ity-7+.  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC)  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  A su- 
perb specimen  of  the  Indian  Princess  design,  conceived  by  James 
li.  Longacre,  and  issued  posthumously  (Longacre  died  onjanuary 
1.  1869).  The  coin  is  a superb  gem,  both  sides  brilliant,  with  ex- 
cellent strike  combined  with  great  eye  appeal — anything  that  the 
most  discriminating  buyer  could  hope  for.  A tiny  mint-made  in- 
clusion is  present  beneath  star  4. 

This  piece  is  the  only  example  graded  at  the  Proof-66  level  by 
NGCh  none  finer.  Thisaspect,  plus  the  quality  features  noted  above, 
will  make  this  a magnet  for  specialists  in  the  pattern  field. 

N't  i(  ( ' ;nsus:  I ; none  finer. 

The  obverse  depa  ts  .Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  left,  seated  on  a globe  on  which 
!■  a p<..5ibly  of  the  New  World,  plus  Africa,  from  the  primordi.il  era — the 


outlines  not  matching  anything  today  (it  seems  that  California,  Arizona,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  and  a big  section  of  Mexico  itself  are  not  there).  Miss  Liberty  is  in 
the  form  of  an  Indian  Princess,  so  called,  with  a headdress  of  ostrich  plumes  (which 
real  Indians  did  not  wear),  the  entire  head  being  copied  from  the  short-lived  1854 
Type  II  gold  dollar  obverse.  She  is  holding  a sturdy  pole  on  which  is  mounted  a 
Liberty  Cap.  Behind  her  are  two  flags,  one  spangled  with  complete  or  partial  stars 
numbering  20  or  21.  Stars  surround.  The  reverse  is  the  regular  die  used  on  con- 
temporary Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars. 

Wonderful  1876  J-1468  Pattern  $1 

From  the  Bass  Collection 
Trade  Dollar-Silver  Dollar  Combination 
Extremely  Rare 


(2x  photo) 

1183  1876  pattern  trade  dollar  obverse  with  pattern  silver  dollar 

reverse.  J-1468,  P-1619.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC). 

Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  specimen,  cat.ilogued  by  the  writer 
(QDB)  for  the  Bass  I Collection,  Lot  1271,  there  described  as: 
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Tlie  obverse  depicts  Miss  Liberty  seated  at  a seashore,  witli  a sail- 
ing ship  in  tlie  background,  the  present  ship  being  of'  different  con- 
figuration tlian  that  seen  on  I’- 1 564,  although  the  two  motifs  bear  some 
superficial  resemblance.  On  the  present  coin  the  smoke  trails  to  the 
left,  while  the  sails  are  all  furled,  showing  just  the  masts  and  the  rig- 
ging, but  no  cloth.  Curiously,  the  smoke  seems  to  come  from  the  cen- 
ter or  main  mast  (!),  which  has  rigging.  On  the  obverse  of  P-1564  the 
smokestack  is  separately  delineated,  is  very  high  (nearly  as  high  as  the 
mast)  and  thick.  Perhaps  some  thought  should  be  given  to  a discussion 
on  the  nautical  motifs  on  American  coins — with  observations  that  the 
engravers  must  not  have  been  familiar  with  ships.  On  the  present  de- 
sign the  obverse  is  starless,  giving  a cameo-like  effect  to  the  design. 
The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  on  a label  above  the  date,  with 
circles  at  each  end  of  the  label.  Behind  the  globe  the  sheaf  of  wheat  is 
abruptly  truncated  on  the  right,  unlike  the  general  motif  used  on  P- 
1564  (and  on  which  ground  is  present  to  the  right  of  the  sheaf). 

The  surfaces  display  a gorgeous  mixture  of  mint  red,  electric  blue, 
and  rich  brown,  all  against  deep  mirror  fields. 

This  lovely  gem  combines  many  appeals.  First  of  all,  it  is  a numis- 
matic curiosity.  The  obverse  seems  to  have  been  intended  for  a trade 
dollar,  made  in  a year  in  which  serious  discussion  was  being  given  to 
revamping  the  trade  dollar  motif  (but  in  the  same  year  no  consider- 
ation at  all  was  given  to  creating  new  silver  dollars  for  circulation:  dol- 
lar patterns  are  numismatic  delicacies).  The  reverse  is  denomination 
ONE/DOLLAR.  Thus,  we  have  a trade  dollar/silver  dollar,  take  your 
pick.  Beauty  is  another  aspect  of  desirability — the  coin  is  gorgeous.  The 
quintessential  aspect  of  the  1876  date  comes  into  play,  as  coins  dated 
this  year  are  especially  highly  prized.  Regarding  rarity,  only  a handful 
exist  in  the  entire  numismatic  world. 

Indeed  Saul  Teichman  lists  only  three  specimens  on 
uspatterns.com  including  one  permanently  impounded  in  the 
Connecticut  State  Library. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Purchased  from  A.  Kosojf  August  19,  1972;  Bowers  and  Merena’s 
sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  May  1999,  Lot  1271. 


Splendid  Goloid  Metric  Pattern  $1 
Judd-1627 


1184  1879  pattern  dollar.  Goloid  Metric.  J-1627,  P-1823.  Rarity- 
5.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  specimen 
of  the  Goloid  Metric  design,  of  which  more  will  be  said.  Brilliant 
obverse  and  reverse  with  a hint  of  heather  toning.  Deep  mirrored 
fields.  Quite  attractive  overall,  indeed  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen  in  some  time. 

From  1878  through  1880  many  different  varieties  of  dollars  were  produced. 
Quite  a few  of  them  were  variations  on  the  regular  or  standard  theme,  either 
leading  up  to  what  became  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  (in  March  1878)  or  endeav- 
oring to  improve  upon  it  (the  Schoolgirl  and  Society  Lady  a.k.a.  Washlady  dol- 
lars of  1879).  Others  involved  the  metric  system,  a popular  concept  of  the  time. 
Some  readers  may  remember  that  in  the  1970s,  nearly  a century  after  the  present 
pattern  was  made,  America  would  convert  across  the  board  to  the  metric  sys- 
tem, and  highway  signs  were  put  up  with  both  English  and  metric  versions.  And 
then  what  happened  we  do  not  know.  Somewhat  similar  to  the  Paperwork  Re- 
duction Act  or  the  temporary  Federal  Income  Tax,  the  playing  out  seems  to  have 
been  a bit  different  than  the  intent! 

In  1879  the  “Silver  Question”  formed  the  dominant  topic  of  political  dis- 
cussion. This  would  continue  through  the  next  decade  and  into  the  1896  elec- 
tion, at  which  time  the  Presidential  contest  between  McKinley  and  Bryan  cen- 
tered nearly  entirely  on  the  Silver  Question,  scarcely  with  anything  else  in  view 
(in  our  last  and  most  recent  election  the  Iraq  War  took  that  position,  and  hardly 
anything  was  said  about  the  position  of  the  candidates  on  art,  science,  music,  or 
other  attributes  of  American  life).  An  entrepreneur,  Wheeler  W.  Hubbell,  came 
up  with  the  idea  of  the  Goloid  Metric  metal,  designed  to  satisfy’  both  the  propo- 
nents of  gold  (most  Easterners)  and  the  proponents  of  silver  (Westerners)  in  the 
great  Silver  Question  debate.  The  idea  was  that  a dollar  would  contain  equal 
value  of  gold  and  silver,  plus  copper  added  for  strength.  Thus,  everyone  would 
be  pleased.  The  reverse  die,  illustrated  here,  shows  the  composition  in  parts  by 
weight;  15.3  gold,  236,7  silver,  and  28  copper,  ydelding  a total  weight  of  14 
grams,  the  latter  being  in  the  metric  system.  The  motto  DEO  EST  GLORIA 
was  used,  similar  to  that  also  employed  on  the  $4  Stellas  of  the  same  year. 

While  Goloid  Metric  metal  may  have  been  a brilliant  idea,  in  practice  it  had 
a major  flaw:  no  one  other  than  chemists  in  a scientific  laboratory  could  tell 
whether  a coin  was  struck  in  this  metal  or  in  silver.  Accordingly,  in  theory  such 
pieces  could  be  easily  counterfeited  by  making  them  in  silver  alone,  leaving  out 
the  gold. 
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Gorgeous  1873  J-1283  Pattern 

Trade  Dollar  by  Bailly 


(2x  photo) 

1185  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  By  Bailly.  J-1283,  P-1425.  Rarity- 
7-.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  this  variety,  rich 
electric  blue  and  magenta  over  mirrored  copper  surfaces,  this  de- 
scribing the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  a nice  blend  of  rich  copper  and 
blue.  The  striking  is  exquisite.  The  obverse  depicts  Miss  Liberty 
with  sort  of  puckered  lips,  to  paraphrase  a description  of  Calvin 
Coolidge,  perhaps  looking  as  if  she  had  been  weaned  on  a pickle. 
Her  hair  is  tight  to  her  head,  with  some  maple  leaves  or  perhaps 
Virginia  creeper  running  above  her  hairline.  Stars  surround  and  the 
date  1873  (with  open  3)  is  seen  below.  The  reverse  is  from  the  hand 
of  William  Barber  and  depicts  an  eagle  firmly  clutching  a shield, 
somewhat  similar  to  that  found  on  his  Amazonian  pieces  of  1872. 

Pattern  trade  dollars  are  quite  difficult  to  find  in  grades  of  Proof- 
65  or  finer.  For  reasons  unknown,  more  than  just  a few  patterns 


across  the  series  tend  to  be  cleaned,  damaged,  or  in  lower  grades. 
This  pristine  specimen  should  attract  attention. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 


Important  1852  Pattern  Gold  Dollar 

Annular  or  Ring  Form 
Incredible  Quality 


1186  1852  pattern  gold  dollar.  J-145,  P-173.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  Gold.  Plain  edge.  The  present  specimen  is  virtual  perfec- 
tion for  the  issue,  with  nothing  negative  at  all.  Struck  in  gold,  the 
metal  of  intent,  this  piece  and  its  contemporaries  were  fashioned 
quickly  to  illustrate  how  a large-diameter  would  appear.  Follow- 
ing the  concept  of  Oriental  coinage,  a large  hole  at  the  center  en- 
abled a broader  diameter  overall,  while  retaining  the  same  amount 
of  gold.  Recently  the  writer  came  across  an  early  news  clipping 
about  this  issue,  which  will  probably  be  included  in  a future  edi- 
tion of  the  Judd  book. 

The  dies  by  Longacre  are  deserving  of  some  description,  pos- 
sibly of  interest  to  specialists  (see  below).  For  everyone,  specialist 
or  dilettante,  the  opportunity  to  acquire  a Proof  gold  pattern  struck 
in  gold  is  indeed  remarkable.  We  expect  that  this  will  land  in  the 
cabinet  of  a specialist,  but  as  a trophy  coin  it  also  has  appeal.  Qual- 
ity, rarity,  and  historical  significance  all  come  together  in  this  coin. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 

Both  dies  are  incompletely  finished  and  show  prominent  striae.  This  is  a 
real  pattern,  not  a fantasy  or  numismatic  delicacy,  and  its  intent  was  to  illustrate 
the  large  diameter  as  noted  above.  The  preparation  was  hy  James  B.  Longacre  or 
an  assistant.  On  the  obverse,  the  lettering  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
was  punched  around  the  periphery  with  the  date  1852  below,  with  arabesques 
surrounding  the  interior  opening,  dentils  on  the  outside  border.  On  the  reverse 
we  have  the  word  DOLLAR  in  large  letters  punched  deeply  in  the  die,  with  a 
wreath  below.  Surrounding  the  central  opening  on  this  side  are  two  raised  ridges. 
This  die  e.xhibits  several  cracks,  and  we  mention  them  here  for  the  edification 
of  our  fine  associate  Saul  Teichman,  who  keeps  track  of  such  things:  Cracks  are 
seen  from  the  center  to  the  rim  at  the  right  edge  of  the  first  L (DOLLAR), 
another  through  the  second  L and  slightly  left  of  the  upright,  and  a third  at  the 
5:00  position. 
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1875  “Sailor  Head”  Pattern  $5 

J-1439,  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

1187  1875  pattern  $5.  “Sailor  Head.”  J-1439,  P-1582.  Rarity-7-. 
Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  What  a splendid 
coin  this  is!  Obverse  and  reverse  are  sharply  struck,  beautiful,  and 
display  rich  leather  brown-red  surfaces.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  a J-1439  of  finer  quality. 

The  obverse  shows  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  the  well-known 
“Sailor  Head,”  best  known  for  its  counterpart  on  20-cent  pieces, 
but  also  seen  on  dollars  and  on  the  $5  (as  here).  Close  inspection 
reveals  some  curiosities,  often  true  of  William  Barber’s  work.  The 
letters  of  LIBERTY  in  the  headband  are  in  sans  serif  letters,  not 
particularly  well  aligned,  but  of  a style  out  of  keeping  with  the  rest 
of  the  lettering  on  the  coin,  except  for  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on 
the  reverse.  Apparently  this  was  a case  of  mixed  but  not  matched. 
The  coronet  can  be  fancifully  likened  to  a sailor  cap,  at  least  at 
quick  glance,  if  one  does  not  notice  the  hair  protruding  above.  At 
the  back  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head  a small  pigtail  is  secured  by  two 
ribbons,  ribbed,  bringing  to  mind  the  origin  of  the  word  ribbon, 
which  in  Old  English  was  ribbed  band,  or  ribband.  The  date  1875,  in 
a straight  line,  seems  to  be  from  a four-digit  logotype  punch,  prob- 
ably the  same  as  could  be  located  elsewhere  on  a regular  issue  coin, 
though  we  haven’t  checked. 

The  eagle  on  the  reverse  is  borrowed  from  that  on  the  con- 
temporary 20-cent  piece,  in  turn  adapted  from  the  trade  dollar 
of  1873.  Above  is  the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA,  then  in  the  field  the  letters  E PLURIBUS  UNUM, 
poorly  spaced  (the  E is  distant),  and  no  doubt  deserving  a ribbon 
or  background  to  accent  them,  but  not  provided  by  Barber.  Be- 
low is  the  aforementioned  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  in  sans 
serif  letters,  appearing  a bit  ungainly  under  magnification,  with 
the  G being  distorted  (check  it  out  under  magnification).  Below 
IS  FIVE  DOLLARS. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Rare  1878  Copper  Pattern  Half  Eagle 
J-1568A,  Low  Rarity-7 
Sole  J-1568A  Certified  by  PCGS 


1188  1878  pattern  $5.  J-1568A,  P-1759.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66  RB 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  George  T.  Morgan’s  large  and 
somewhat  stocky  head  of  Liberty  to  left,  two  hair  ribbons,  LIBERTY 
upon  one,  a trace  pattern  of  tiny  leaves  and  berries  upon  the  other, 
E PLURIBUS  UNUM  and  date  crowded  toward  the  rim  owing  to 
the  robust  nature  of  Liberty’s  portrait.  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  and  FIVE  DOLLARS  around  a standing  eagle  on  the 
reverse,  its  wings  “drooping,”  arrows  and  olive  branch  in  claws — 
this  eagle  evidently  metamorphed  into  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  of 
the  regular-issue  Morgan  dollars  of  the  date  and  era.  Fiery  copper 
surfaces  blaze  with  orange  and  crimson,  with  a touch  of  pale  violet 
on  the  high  points.  The  fields  are  chiefly  reflective  and  the  devices 
frosty,  the  end  result  a muted  yet  enchanting  cameo  contrast.  A dih- 
gent  search  under  magnification  will  reveal  some  faint  flecks,  but 
the  unaided  eye  is  oblivious  to  them.  The  present  beauty  is  the  only 
example  ofJ-1568A  certified  by  PCGS  in  any  grade  or  color  desig- 
nation, and  is  worthy  of  special  note  as  such. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Incredible  Gilt  1859  Pattern  $20 

Paquet  Reverse 


1189  1859  pattern  S20.  Paquet  Reverse.  J-260,  P-311.  Rarity-8. 
Proof-61  (NGC).  Gilt-copper.  Reeded  edge.  This  lovely  and 
important  piece  is  from  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  cata- 
logued by  the  present  writer  (QDB),  there  described  in  part  as; 

Very  sharply  struck  with  heavy  striae.  Medium  yellow  with  light 
hairlines. 

This  is  the  famous  Paquet  reverse  with  tall,  slender  letters  in  the 
legend  and  denomination.  The  1861 -dated  version  with  this  reverse, 
although  from  a different  hub,  struck  in  gold,  is  a classic  United  States 
numismatic  rarity,  with  just  three  e.xamples  known. 

The  present  coin  is  of  extreme  historical  significance,  representing 
as  it  does  the  earliest  appearance  of  Paquet’s  distinctive  style.  More- 
over, as  this  or  any  other  Philadelphia  Paquet  reverse  is  for  all  practical 
purposes  unobtainable  in  gold,  the  present  coin  offers  an  exceedingly 
important  opportunity.  We  expect  a great  deal  of  attention  to  be  cen- 
tered upon  it  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block.  The  number  of  specimens 
IS  not  known,  but  Andrew  Pollock  traces  just  two  appearances. 

Saul  Teichman  notes  on  uspatterns.com,  “I  know  of  only  one 
example,"  i.e.  the  presently  offered  coin! 

from  \eu'  York  Coin  & Stamp  Co.  's  sale  of  the  George  P.  IVoodsitie 
Collection,  April  1892;  IVilliam  IVoodin  to  Kint^  Farouk;J.  Hewitt Judd 
Collection.  Plated  in  the  1914  AX’S  Exhibition;  Bowers  and  Merena’s 
sale  of  the  Harry  IE  Hass,  Jr.  Collection,  May  1999,  Lot  I40.i. 


Paquet’s  Pattern  $20  of  1859 

Unusually  Nice  Preservation 


1190  1859  pattern  $20.  Paquet’s  Liberty  Seated.  J-262,  P-307. 
Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  much 
nicer  than  usually  seen  of  Anthony  Paquet’s  Liberty  Seated  de- 
sign. This  general  motif,  somewhat  similar  in  concept  to  that  used 
on  certain  1859  half  dollars,  shows  Miss  Liberty  somewhat  stocky, 
not  at  all  competitive  with  the  Gobrecht  seated  Liberty  then  in 
use.  However,  the  national  bird,  at  lower  right,  is  very  nicely  de- 
lineated, the  shield  is  bold,  and  most  other  features  are  well  done. 
A podiatrist  would  find  Liberty’s  toes  to  be  unusual,  all  five  of 
them  being  shown,  but  arranged  more  or  less  in  descending  sizes, 
not  with  a “big  toe”  predominating.  On  the  ground  below  the 
shield  is  seen  an  olive  branch  overlaying  some  arrows,  perhaps  sug- 
gesting that  these  motifs  had  been  discarded,  or  perhaps  the  eagle 
plans  to  pick  them  up  later. 

The  reverse  is  of  the  standard  type  used  on  double  eagles  ot 
this  size,  by  Longacre  (not  Paquet’s  own  tall  letters). 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 
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Interesting  Pattern  Trio 


1191  Trio  of  pattern  coins  certified  by  ANACS.  Closely  related  to 
patterns,  but  struck  outside  of  the  Mint,  these  three  varieties  were 
made  by  the  International  Nickel  Company  in  1964,  as  part  of  ex- 
periments to  replace  the  silver  coinage.  These  are  classified  as  Pol- 
lock 5335,  5340,  and  5375  respectively.  The  obverse  of  each  depicts 
a male  portrait  in  high  relief,  with  the  inscription  PAUL  D. 
MERICA/LABORATORY  surrounding.  The  fields  are  somewhat 
irregular,  more  like  a medal  or,  for  that  matter,  the  background  of  a 
Buffalo  nickel,  not  mirrorlike.  On  the  reverse  is  seen  a sprawling 
factory  complex,  the  inscription  UNITED  NICKEL  COMPANY 
INC.  and,  within,  DEDICATED/1964.  No  doubt  these  pieces 
served  as  souvenirs  and  also  of  evidence  of  what  nickel  coins  might 
look  like  if  made  in  the  size  of  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  As- 
signed grades  are  MS-64,  MS-63,  and  MS-65.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


PROOF  SETS 


1192  Selection  of  five-piece  Proof  sets,  1940  through  1964,  in- 
cluding the  following:  ☆ 1940  ☆ 1941  ☆ 1950  ☆1951  ☆ 1952  ☆ 
1953  ☆ 1954  ☆ 1955  ☆ 1956  ☆ 1957  ☆ 1958  ☆ 1959  ☆ 1960  ☆ 
1961  ☆ 1962  (2)  ☆ 1963  ☆ 1964.  All  are  housed  in  old-style  “Seitz” 
coin  cases  that  house  three  complete  sets  each.  Average  grades  per- 
haps Proof-64  and  finer,  with  many  gorgeous  coins  included,  many 
of  which  display  varying  degrees  of  toning.  Few  spots  are  noted 
and  the  overall  quality  is  well  above  average.  Worthy  of  in-person 
examination,  and  worthy  of  strong  bidding  support  as  well.  (To- 
tal: 18  sets;  90  pieces) 


Splendid  1942  Proof  Set 

1193  1942  Proof  set  graded  by  NGC;  ☆ Cent.  Proof-65  RD  ☆ Nickel. 
Silver.  Proof-66  ☆ Nickel.  Proof-65  ☆ Dime.  Proot-66  ☆ Quar- 
ter. Proof-66  ☆ Half  dollar.  Proof-66.  A splendid  set  with  both 
types  of  Jefferson  nickels  made  this  year.  Each  coin  is  absolutely 
gorgeous  to  behold,  ranging  from  brilliant  to  iridescently  toned. 
One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen!  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1194  Sextette  of  Proof  sets,  1950  through  1955,  each  in  box  of 
issue.  The  grades  are  easily  Proof-65  or  finer  on  average:  ☆ 1950. 
Ail  are  lovely  with  a hint  of  faint  toning  on  the  silver  pieces,  the 
quarter  is  somewhat  cameo-like  in  appearance  ☆ 1951.  Five  lus- 
trous coins,  each  with  a nuance  of  faint  toning  ☆ 1952.  Five  great 
Proofs,  each  with  a hint  of  attractive  toning  ☆ 1953.  Cent  with 
some  tiny  flecks  on  the  reverse,  others  all  bright  with  a touch  ot 
toning  ☆ 1954.  A great  group,  all  with  a hint  of  toning  ☆ 1955.  A 
largely  brilliant  set  with  a touch  of  toning  on  the  half  dollar,  in  a 
box,  not  a flat-pack.  A super  group  in  all  respects.  (Total:  6 sets, 
30  coins) 


1195  Quintette  of  Proof  sets,  1951  through  1955.  Cein  quality  across 
the  board!  Some  pieces  show  toning  highlights.  This  neat  group 
should  be  seen  to  get  a feeling  for  the  overall  quality;  you'll  be  glad 
you  took  the  time  to  look!  Housed  in  original  boxes  and  packag- 
ing. (Total:  5 sets,  25  pieces) 

1196  Quintette  of  Proof  sets,  1951  through  1955.  All  are  in  the  box 
of  issue,  and  all  are  essentially  of  gem  quality.  Some  display  light, 
varied  toning.  A “must-see”  group  for  collectors  and  specialists 
alike.  Don’t  miss  out  on  these!  (Total:  5 sets,  25  coins) 

1197  Quartette  of  Proof  sets,  1952  through  1954.  Includes:  ☆ 1952 
☆ 1953  (2)  ☆ 1954.  Each  set  housed  m unopened  boxes  of  issue, 
which  precludes  our  examination.  Our  guess?  Probably  as  nice  as 
the  sets  in  the  preceding  lots,  as  they  come  to  us  from  the  same 
consignor.  (Total:  4 sets;  20  pieces) 


HAWAIIAN  COINS 


High  Quality  1847  Hawaiian  Cent 

Choice  Mint  State 


1198  1847  Hawaiian  cent.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A high  quality  ex- 
ample of  the  Hawaiian  copper  cent  of  1847,  minted  m Massachu- 
setts, and  shipped  to  what  were  then  known  as  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands. Depicted  is  King  Kamehameha  III  in  a military  jacket  with 
epaulets  and  decorations.  The  present  example  is  extremely  well 
struck  and  is  of  a rich  brown  color. 

Legend  has  it  that  natives  of  the  islands  rejected  these  pieces  and 
threw  them  in  the  sea — an  unlikely  scenario,  it  would  seem.  How- 
ever, examples  are  fairly  scarce  today,  particularly  in  Mint  State. 


1199  1883  Hawaiian  half  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  some- 
what prooflike.  Sharply  struck.  A pleasing  example  of  this  half 
dollar,  part  of  the  1883  silver  coinage  struck  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  (but  with  no  mintmark  present)  for  circulation  in  Hawaii,  a 
project  sponsored  by  sugar  king  Claus  Spreckels. 

Such  coins  enjoyed  acceptance  in  circulation  for  many  years, 
but  after  1898  most  were  called  in  and  melted. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  U.S.  COINS 

1200  Trio  of  coins:  ☆ 1873  cent.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  FS-0()9.1,  S- 
2.  Net  EF-40  (ANACS);  AU  details,  scratched  ☆ 1921  dime.  Net 
VF-30  (ANACS);  EF  details,  scratched  ☆ 1854  quarter.  Net  EF- 
45  (ANACS);  AU  details,  scratched.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1201  Quintette  of  coins:  ☆ 1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent.  Net  VF-25; 
sharpness  of  EF-40,  reverse  scratches  ☆ 1864  two  cents.  Small 
Motto.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1918-D  nickel. 
VF-25.  Silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1926-S  nickel.  F-15.  Rich  silver  gray 
☆ 1937-D  nickel.  3-Legged.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  F-15,  rim 
nicks.  (Total;  5 pieces) 

1202  Quartette  of  19th-century  coins:  ☆ 1864  two  cents.  MS-63 
Ri3.  Splashes  of  original  mint  lustre  at  the  devices  ☆ 1866  nickel. 
Rays.  MS-63.  Lustrous  rose-gray  with  light  planchet  roughness  as 
made.  ☆ 1875  twenty  cents.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55, 
cleaned  ☆ 1875-S  twenty  cents.  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one 
time.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1203  Sextette  of  Proof  coins:  ☆ 1904  nickel.  Proof-62.  Reflective 
with  speckled  gray  and  gold  ☆ 1940  nickel.  Proof-64  (2).  Both  are 
reflective  with  iridescent  rose  and  sky  blue  highlights  ☆ 1942-P 
nickel.  Proof-65.  Splashes  of  pale  yellow  gold  and  magenta  mainly 
on  the  obverse  ☆ 1904  dime.  Proof-62.  Brilliant  obverse  central 
device  with  iridescent  gunmetal-blue  field,  the  reverse  with  rich 
magenta  and  gunmetal-blue  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1866  quarter. 
Motto.  Proof-62.  Reflective  with  rose  and  sea  green  at  the  pe- 
ripheries. (Total:  6 pieces) 


1204  Quartette  of  silver  and  gold  coins:  ☆ 1928-D  quarter.  MS-64. 
Satiny  lustre  with  hints  of  gold  ☆ 1896-0  Morgan  dollar.  AU-58. 
Lustrous  with  delicate  champagne  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1928  Peace 
dollar.  AU-50,  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1854  gold  dollar.  Type 
11.  EF-45.  Yellow  gold  with  traces  of  rose  at  the  devices.  Rim  nicks. 
(Total;  4 pieces) 

1205  Trio  of  silver  dollar  types:  ☆ 1841  Liberty  Seated.  AU-55  PL. 
Mixture  of  golden  and  blue  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1843  Lib- 
erty Seated.  F-12.  Rich  lavender-gray  with  iridescent  gold,  blue, 
and  sea  green  highlights  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1877-S  trade.  AU-58. 
Reflective  surfaces.  A crescent  of  rose,  magenta,  blue  and  sea  green 
toning  on  the  obverse,  with  just  a whisper  of  magenta  and  sea  green 
on  the  reverse.  (Total;  3 pieces) 

1206  Selection  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1853  gold  dollar.  AU-55  ☆ 1926 
quarter  eagle.  AU-50  ☆ 1929  quarter  eagle.  AU-50  ☆ 1834  half 
eagle.  Classic  Head,  Plain  4.  VF-25  ☆ 1900  half  eagle.  MS-63  ☆ 
1912  half  eagle  EF-40  ☆ 1913  eagle.  AU-55  ☆ 1904  double  eagle. 
AU-58  ☆ 1928  double  eagle.  MS-63.  All  are  attractive  and  lus- 
trous. (Total:  9 pieces) 

1207  Quintette  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1856  gold  dollar.  Slant  5.  Net  EF- 
45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  rim  nick  ☆ 1843-0  quarter  eagle.  Small 
Date.  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  seawater  ☆ 1893-S  half 
eagle.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1901  half  eagle. 
Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  hghtly  cleaned  ☆ 1907  Liberty 
eagle.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1208  Pair  of  silver  coins:  1853  half  dime.  No  Arrows.  MS-60,  lightly 
polished.  Bluish  gray  with  splashes  of  iridescent  gunmetal-blue  ☆ 
1840  dime.  MS-60.  Cleaned  and  artificially  toned.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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Trusted  Names, 
Familiar  Faces 
Dynamic  Results! 

American  Numismatic  Rarities  is  a team  of  professionals  who  have 

over  250  years  of  combined  experience  in  building  meaningful  collections  and 
presenting  numismatic  auctions. 

Consider  ANR  if  you  have  duplicates  or  a specialized  collection 
that  you  wish  to  part  with  on  the  most  favorable  terms.  Do  you  have 
high-grade  U.S.  type  coins,  patterns,  Proof  type,  colonials,  territorial 
gold,  or  superb  date  or  variety  runs  of  any  American  series?  Our 
numismatic  staff  has  unparalleled  experience  in  these  areas  and  others, 
and  their  expertise  and  friendly  service  will  pay  dividends  to  you  and 
your  family  when  the  time  comes  to  sell. 

If  you  are  considering  selling  your  coins,  call  Rick  Bagg  or 

John  Pack  today  for  more  information.  We  believe  you’ll  be  pleased  with  the 
excellent  results  and  the  superb  personal  service  received  from  our  expert  staff 
Our  widely  attended  sales  are  held  in  major  metropolitan  areas  and  at  important 
numismatic  conventions  throughout  the  year.  One  of  our  auctions  is  certain  to 
be  just  right  for  showcasing  your  collection. 

Call  toll  free  — 866-81 1-1804 


Q.  David  Bowers  Christine  Karstedt  Dr.  Rick  Bagg 
Numismatic  Director  President  Consignments 


John  Pack  Frank  Van  Valen 
Consignments  Senior  Numismatist 


John  Kraljcvich 
Research 
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